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ADVICE 

If you stop on a highway to help someone, be careful. I 
have read many, many newspaper articles about Good 
Samaritans being hit and injured or killed by vehicles 
when they stop to help someone. Sometimes, the best 
thing to do is simply to call 911 or whatever your 
country’s emergency number is. 

THE KINDEST PEOPLE: BE EXCELLENT TO 
EACH OTHER (VOLUME 4) 

CHAPTER 1: Stories 1-50 

“You Won’t Believe What I Just Did” 

Late on 13 July 2013, Wayne County Sheriff’s Sergeant 
Brian Glatfelter saw an SUV go through some red lights in 
Westland, Michigan. He pulled the SUV over, and a 
woman in the backseat said, “I’m having a baby.” Sergeant 
Glatfelter replied, “Yes, you are.” He got his medical kit 



and gloves, both for himself and the woman’s husband. 
Sergeant Glatfelter said, “I told him, ‘We’re having this 
baby right here.” Sergeant Glatfelter also called EMS and 
talked to the dispatcher. He said, “I don’t even remember 
everything they asked me.” He and the husband got ready 
for the arrival of the baby. Five minutes after he had pulled 
the SUV over, the baby — a girl — was born. He said, “It 
kind of felt like when I was in the delivery room with my 
own kids. I was high-fiving the dad. The mom did all the 
work. I was just the guide.” Thirty seconds after the birth, 
EMS arrived and took the mother and baby to Oakwood 
Hospital. Sheriff Benny Napoleon said in a statement, “Our 
personnel are trained to handle all sorts of situations, but 
it’s not every day they encounter a woman in heavy labor 
during a routine traffic stop.” He added that Sergeant 
Glatfelter’s “intervention and professional training helped 
this family bring their newborn into the world safely. We’re 
glad he was there to assist and wish them all the best.” 
After delivering the baby, Sergeant Glatfelter texted his 
wife, “You won’t believe what I just did.” He said, “She’s 
like, ‘Get out. You’re kidding.’ I told her I wasn’t. When I 
got home, we were up for a while talking. I was pretty 
keyed up.” (1) 

“What We Do When We Assume No One is Paying 
Attention Demonstrates Our True Character” 

Michael Stein of Vienna, Virginia, witnessed a good deed 
performed by Otto Porter Jr., who played at Georgetown 
and was the National Basketball Association’s Washington 
Wizards’ 2013 first-round draft pick. In an 8 October 2013 
letter to the editor of the Washington Post, Mr. Stein wrote, 
“What we do when we assume no one is paying attention 
demonstrates our true character. On Friday, during a very 
stressful week for Washington, I looked to escape the 
madness for 30 minutes on what was a warm fall afternoon. 
I was reading The Post and eating a quick lunch at a table 



outside a local sandwich shop while a disheveled homeless 
man sat nearby, persistently and unsuccessfully asking 
anyone who walked by if he or she could ‘spare a 
sandwich.’ After about 25 minutes, Otto Porter Jr., the 
Georgetown basketball star and the Washington Wizards’ 
newest first-round draft pick, drove up, hopped out of his 
car and entered the shop. Mr. Porter soon exited with his 
sandwich and drink — but also with a sandwich, a bag of 
chips and a drink for the homeless man. Mr. Porter then sat 
down next to the man, and they both enjoyed their 
sandwiches while making small talk. It was a wonderful 
thing to watch. This pure act of kindness, when no one was 
paying any attention, demonstrated true character and a 
genuine concern for someone in need. Mr. Porter, kudos to 
you. You are a gentleman and a true role model for fans of 
all ages.” Sports columnist Rob Mahoney wrote about this 
good deed, “This isn’t some bit of counter-programming on 
a player with a checkered reputation, as every indication 
suggests that Porter is a good egg. But it’s heartening 
nonetheless to see a 20-year-old millionaire stopping, if 
only for a moment, to help out a hungry man with his 
lunch. Good on you, Otto, for a thoughtful act done for its 
own sake.” (2) 

The Mystery Man at Miller Park had a Secret Backup 
Plan 

On 4 August 2013, Sarah Kooiman and her husband and 
three youngest boys attended the Milwaukee Brewers home 
game at Miller Park. Her son Isaiah was old enough to want 
a Milwaukee Brewers baseball. In Section 113, Row 17, 
Seat 22, and sitting next to the Kooiman family was a 
young man whose name Ms. Kooiman did not get. Ms. 
Kooiman wrote, “You couldn’t have been older than 24 or 
25 and you were clearly at the ballpark yesterday to spend 
some time with the lovely young woman you had your arm 
around. Still, you made it a point to chat with Isaiah and 



encourage him to try to catch a foul ball and even took it 
upon yourself to race him down to the Brewers dugout 
three times in the middle of innings in the hope of getting a 
game ball tossed his way. You promised my son, ‘We will 
get you a ball, kiddo.’ (For the record, Daddy also brought 
Isaiah down there and struck out as well.)” Despite multiple 
attempts to get a Milwaukee Brewers baseball, Isaiah’s 
father and the young man failed. Isaiah was disappointed. 
But then, Ms. Kooiman wrote, this happened: “That’s when 
you knelt down and gave him a Milwaukee Brewers 
baseball. His eyes lit up, he took it from you slowly and 
you told him, ‘Hey, I promised you a ball.’ I’m not sure 
when you got that ball. Maybe it was a side thought on a 
run up to the concession stands for a beer or soft pretzel. 
Perhaps you left your seat and went to the stores 
specifically to get Isaiah a ball. All I know is that you still 
tried like crazy to get him a game ball, knowing that you 
had a secret backup plan in place to make my son, a 
complete stranger to you, feel like a million bucks.” (3) 

Anonymous Good-Deed Doer 

On 1 September 2013 at Chase Field in Phoenix, Arizona, 
the Diamondbacks played the San Francisco Giants. 
Diamondback outfielder Gerardo Parra tossed a game into 
the right-field stands. Two boys were waiting to catch the 
ball, and the older boy with long arms caught it, 
disappointing the younger boy with short arms. 
Fortunately, a third boy witnessed the younger boy’s 
disappointment, and he gave the younger boy a shiny 
souvenir baseball — the souvenir baseballs are not 
inexpensive. Broadcasters witnessed the good deed, put it 
on the air, and made sure that the third boy got a game ball. 
(The third boy also respectful handshakes from fathers in 
the stands watching the game — and the good deed.) (4) 



“I was Shocked Because He has been Wanting that 
Forever, and Then for Him — It’s Something Valuable 
— to be Okay with Giving It Up, To Make Someone 
Else Happy, You Know, So that was a Really Proud 
Moment. I was in Tears” 

Lots of boys who are football fans want to get the 
autograph of Justin James “J.J.” Watt, defensive end of the 
NFL Houston Texans. In early August, 2013, Kanye Ortiz, 
the nine-year-old quarterback for the South Houston 
Wildcats who jokes that he likes football because in games 
you can “hit someone without getting in trouble,” got J.J.’s 
autograph following a Houston Texans open practice. 
Kanye said, “We were waiting forever to get his autograph, 
and then he finally came around, and I was like, ‘Yes!’” 
Unfortunately, another young fan did not get J.J.’s 
autograph: 15-year-old Zuriel Sanchez, who is in a 
wheelchair because he suffers from spina bifida. Kanye 
said, “Mom, I want to give this to the boy in the 
wheelchair.” His mother, Cynthia Pina Ortiz, took a 
photograph as Kanye gave his precious football away. Ms. 
Ortiz said, “You know, I was shocked because he has been 
wanting that forever, and then for him — it’s something 
valuable — to be okay with giving it up, to make someone 
else happy, you know, so that was a really proud moment. I 
was in tears.” She added, “To me, it was a really proud 
moment as a mother, to see my son doing that from the 
bottom of his heart. And I didn’t have anything to do with 
it. He just did it.” Zuriel, who has placed the football in a 
display case, said, “You know, when I was going home, 
Kanye came up to me and told me he wanted to give me his 
football, and I felt excited because no one had ever, like, 
done that to me.” Zuriel’s sister, Andrea Sanchez, said, 
“It’s gonna be special to him. Every time someone sees that 
ball, they’re going to ask him. It’s always gonna be that 
story behind it until he grows older.” Kanye said, “If you 



do something nice for someone, it will help you later on, 
and it will help you later on in life.” He added that “if you 
be nice and generous, God will bless you for that.” (5) 

NFL Good Guy Matt Overton 

Matt Overton’s job is long-snapper for the NFL team 
Indianapolis Colts. In a season, he spends perhaps 15 
minutes on the field snapping the ball back eight yards back 
for field goal kicker Adam Vinatieri or 15 yards back for 
punter Pat McAfee. He is one of professional football’s 
good guys. He participates in the team’s “community 
Tuesdays,” during which players and coaches volunteer for 
good works. He has visited the Riley Hospital for Children 
in Indianapolis, Indiana, about which he said, “I was blown 
away by what a great, supportive place it was. I kept it in 
the back of my mind that I wanted to do something for 
those kids.” After Mr. Overton Tweeted something about 
Justin Bieber, a favorite singer of many, many young girls, 
Mr. Bieber started following him on Twitter. Mr. Overton 
said, “My friends and teammates heckled me a bunch about 
it.” In April 2013, Mr. Overton attended a charity auction 
in which he won a VIP suite at Mr. Bieber’s July concert in 
Indianapolis — part of his The Believe Tour. Mr. 
Overton’s purpose in bidding is that he wanted to take 
some patients from Riley Hospital for Children to the 
Bieber concert. He said, “I bid on it, going up against this 
other guy.” He and the other guy then teamed up to acquire 
some additional Bieber concert tickets so that they could 
take more patients to the concert. On 10 July 2013, Mr. 
Overton and ten little girls from Riley Hospital for Children 
(and some of the little girls’ parents) attended the Bieber 
concert. Mr. Overton said, “I was one of the few dudes 
there in attendance. But we had an awesome time. The girls 
never stopped screaming.” Faith Wilson, age seven and a 
patient with cancer, who was one of the girls Mr. Overton 
took to the concert, said, “It’s fun to me, and I like Justin 



Bieber. He’s my favorite.” Her mother, Lutisha Wilson, 
said, “This means so much to her. It’s a dream come true 
for her.” Kaitlyn Gornick, age 10, said, “I love his music, 
and I think he’s really cute.” She has leukemia, about 
which she said, “I have to go to Riley quite a bit, and I hate 
the needle part of it.” Kaitlyn’s mother, Jeannie Taylor, 
said, “We take it one day at a time. There are days she feels 
well and days she doesn’t.” Monte Burke, a writer for 
Forbes, said, “A cynic — and we all become one at some 
time — might think players like Overton just do this for the 
publicity. Knowing Overton, I would bet huge sums of 
money that this is not the case. But even if it is, it’s a net 
positive. Ten little girls who have been in pain and have 
been sick and have lived large portions of their lives in a 
hospital got to go to a Justin Bieber concert two nights ago, 
got to scream at the top of their lungs for a few blissful 
hours. It makes me happy to report that.” (6) 

“I was Thrilled that These Guys were Honest!” 

On 25 August 2013, some young men in Wayne, New 
Jersey, thought that a Buddy’s Small Lots store was open 
and entered it. Actually, the store was closed, but the lock 
had malfunctioned. Because the lights were on and because 
other stores next-door were open, the store looked open. 
The young men — three black and one white — picked out 
a few items and then looked for a store clerk to ring up 
their purchases. They did not find a store clerk, of course, 
but they tallied the prices of the items they wanted to 
purchase and left money on the counter to pay for them — 
even including tax. Jelani Bruce, one of the young men, 
said, “We had to get to practice, because we were running a 
little late. So we decided to put the money on the counter 
instead of stealing it, because that’s just not right.” All of 
this was captured on the store’s security camera, which 
managers looked at after receiving from the police a report 
of a suspected break-in. On August 26, Marci 



Lederman wrote in a comment on one online article, “This 
was my store and I was thrilled that these guys were 
honest! They came in today and we will be giving them a 
little something to say ‘Thank You’ from Buddy’s Small 
Lots.” The four honest young men are Anthony Biondi, 
Jelani Bruce, Kell’e Gallimore, and Thomas James, all of 
whom are first-year students and football players at 
William Patterson University. Each of the “burglars” 
received a $50 gift card in appreciation of their honesty. 
Head football coach Jerry Flora said, “They represented 
themselves, their families and the team very well.” In an 
article about this good-news story, Bob Cull of Americans 
Against the Tea Party wrote, “In a time when it seems like 
the only news we hear about young men of this age is bad 
news, it’s thoroughly refreshing to see this kind of honesty 
from these four wonderful guys! Faith in humanity 
restored.” (7) 

“I was Thinking that I was Just Doing What Everybody 
Else Would Do, But There were Cars Just Going Past 
Us and No One Else was Stopping, So I Don’t Know if 
That is What Would Happen or Not” 

On 23 July 2013, Tennessee Titans rookie Jonathan “Tig” 
Willard, who graduated from Clemson University, saw a 
car on fire on I-40 in Tennessee as he was driving to 
Nashville. He said, “I saw this car in front of me, and it had 
all kinds of black smoke coming out of it. I tried to speed 
up and get up next to the car to let them know the car was 
on fire.” He honked his horn to get the attention of the 
driver, who pulled over. Mr. Willard said, “When she 
pulled over, the car was really on fire at that point. The 
driver, she acted like she was in some kind of daze or 
something. She told me that she didn’t stop because she 
didn’t think it was her car that was on fire. Another guy 
stopped, and we managed to get the [three] kids and the 
dog out and get them to safety, and then I finally got the 



woman out.” They also got the woman’s purse and some 
bags out before the car fully caught on fire. Mr. Willard 
waited until firefighters arrived, and then he left. He said, 
“I was thinking that I was just doing what everybody else 
would do, but there were cars just going past us and no one 
else was stopping, so I don’t know if that is what would 
happen or not.” Titans coach Mike Munchak said, “We’re 
proud that he got involved. He saw something, reacted in a 
positive way and brought good to a tough situation.” (8) 

“Because of Your Positive Attitude and Example, Jonny 
Never Gives Up. Thank You, John Cena. You are One 
of Jonny’s Special Stars” 

John Cena is a champion and superstar of the WWE (World 
Wrestling Entertainment). He is also a champion of the 
Make-a-Wish Foundation, which grants the wishes of 
seriously ill children. In June 2013 Mr. Cena granted his 
300th wish made by Make-a-Wish children. He said, “I 
thank Make-A Wish for making me such a part of the 
charity. It’s an honor to be requested that many times!” For 
the 300th wish, Mr. Cena met Jonathan Littman, age seven, 
who lives in Hop Bottom, Pennsylvania. He also met 
Jonathan’s parents: Charlie and Ruth. Jonathan said, “It 
was awesome!” The two met again when Jonathan 
appeared on the TV show Good Morning America. In 
addition, on 23 July 2013, Jonathan was Mr. Cena’s special 
guest for the 1,000th episode of WWE’s TV show Monday 
Night Raw. Jonathan presented Cena with a handmade gift. 
It was a star with this note on the back from his parents: 
“Because of your positive attitude and example, Jonny 
never gives up. Thank you, John Cena. You are one of 
Jonny’s special stars.” Many children’s wishes concern the 
WWE, which in over 25 years has granted nearly 4,000 
Make-A-Wish wishes. Mr. Cena said, “That’s what’s 
special about what we do here in WWE. We offer 
excitement; we offer entertainment. We offer a positive 



atmosphere. To an everyday member of the WWE 
Universe, that is special when you’re a kid or a family 
that’s up against it. You can’t underestimate the power of 
positive thinking. It’s something as simple as that that 
maybe could get someone through a day.” Redditor 
Wrestlingisgood commented on the article about Mr. Cena, 
“He legitimately cares about those kids. I was at Raw about 
a year ago, there was a kid there in a wheelchair in the 
crowd [and] you could tell that he didn’t just break his leg. 
He was sitting pretty close and John Cena threw his shirt, 
his hat, and I think his wristband things to this kid, 
everyone could tell it was for him and when someone near 
him caught it, Cena would look at them and motion to pass 
it to the kid. Everyone did. It was really awesome.” (9) 

“The Air of Conflict that Our World is Caught in, All 
Those Human Losses, Misery Need Healing. Colorful 
Scenes Might be a Remedy” 

In 2013, a retired forestry engineer named Huseyin Cetinel, 
age 64, decided to perform an act of guerilla beautification: 
He decided to paint the Findikli stairs in the central district 
of Beyoglu in Istanbul, Turkey, the colors of the rainbow 
instead of the grey that they were painted. Residents of the 
city liked the change, and they quickly began to pose on the 
brightly painted steps for photographs. A Twitter user 
posted this in August 2013: “Don’t you think Findikli 
Stairs are just amazing? Thanks to those who did it.” Mr. 
Cetinel said that he wanted “to make people smile,” and so 
he had spent $800 on the paint and worked four days with 
help from his son-in-law to paint the stairs. Unfortunately, 
government authorities thought that the steps were an 
activist act showing support for gay rights — after all, the 
rainbow is a symbol of gay pride. Therefore, at night on 
August 30, the government-run municipality had the 
rainbow colors painted over, returning the stairs to their 
former grey color. Of course, Mr. Cetinel was disappointed. 



He said that nature, including “cats, birds, flowers, 
mountains,” is brightly colored. He asked, “Where does 
this gray come from? Did we have another Pompeii and got 
flooded with ash?” People disliked the repainting of the 
stairs, and in cities across Turkey they began to paint public 
stairs the colors of the rainbow. A Twitter user wrote, 
“Slowly, Turkey’s stairs are picking up rainbow colors, 
don’t you think it’s more beautiful this way?” A newspaper 
cover with many photographs of brightly painted stairs — 
shown on Instagram — called it “The most colorful 
protest.” And for many Turks, it is a protest. Nalan Ozgul, 
a female financial adviser, said, “There has been some 
movement in the society, a social uprising together with the 
Gezi Park protests [people protested plans to replace a park 
with a shopping mall], and this is just an extension of that 
spirit. The fact that the government-run municipality first 
denied having painted over the stairs, then agreed to paint 
them back in color, shows how desperate and indecisive 
they are about their policies.” For others, the colorful stairs 
are simply a work of art that brightens a world that needs 
color. In September, a bride, Gamze Ozmermer, and her 
groom posed on the once again brightly colored Findikli 
stairs for wedding photos. She said, “Where could be a 
better setting? The air of conflict that our world is caught 
in, all those human losses, misery need healing. Colorful 
scenes might be a remedy.” (10) 

“It is an Honor to Capture the Love Stories of All 
Couples in Love” 

On 9 July 2013, Steph Grant posted a note on her blog 
about photographing her first Indian lesbian wedding. Of 
course, she included many, many photographs of the happy 
couple. Shannon and Seema are the happy couple, and they 
were married in June 2013 at the SmogShoppe in Los 
Angeles, California. Ms. Grant emailed the Huffington 
Post, which published an article about the wedding and her 



photographs, “It is an honor to capture the love stories of 
all couples in love. It is important for couples to feel proud 
when they find love and to be embraced by not only their 
family and friends but by their photographer as well. My 
technique is the same at all weddings. I pay very close 
attention to detail in my everyday life so that helps when 
capturing little moments that others may overlook. I do 
however believe that by me investing time and energy into 
my couples before the wedding on top of knowing what I 
would want captured at my own wedding helps me get the 
image that I ultimately want.” She ended her blog post by 
writing, “WOW. My heart! There was so much love that 
consumed the SmogShoppe that evening. Friends and 
family came pouring in with smiles, hugs and tears … these 
two are clearly loved and in love. I am writing this blog a 
month after the wedding and I am proud to say that so 
much progress has been made in our country with the 
Supreme Court striking down DOMA (Defense of 
Marriage Act) and Prop 8 in California! Love wins. 
ALWAYS. Congrats Shannon & Seema. Love you guys!” 
(11) 

Advice from Otis Frizzell, Artist: “Have a Voice and an 
Opinion and Stand Up for What You Believe in, But 
Choose Your Platform Well or You Come Off Looking 
Like a D[*]ck” 

Someone vandalized a mural that artist Otis Frizzell created 
on a wall on Williamson Avenue in Grey Lynn, an inner 
residential suburb of Auckland City, New Zealand, by 
painting “OTIS SOLD OUT TO THE PIGS” on it. This is 
Mr. Frizzell’s response: “I was driving down Williamson 
Ave today and I saw someone had written a message on the 
mural I did on the big wall. I can only assume the ‘pigs’ 
this person is referring to are a) The Wellington police 
woman who dedicated 10 years of her life to busting open 
an international child porn/pedophile ring and brought the 



despicable offenders to justice, or perhaps b) The brave 
young officer that entered a crumbling building seconds 
after the Christchurch earthquake and risked his life to drag 
injured people to safety. I checked out who I was 
supporting in that campaign and those are the types of 
police the whole job was about.” He added, “Have a voice 
and an opinion and stand up for what you believe in, but 
choose your platform well or you come off looking like a 
d[*]ck.”(12) 

“There Ain’t No Better Man Than Banksy” 

In February 2011, British graffiti artist Banksy saw an 
abandoned water tank on the Pacific Coast Highway near 
Malibu, California, and he decided that it was a good spot 
for his graffiti, so he painted on it “THIS LOOKS A BIT 
LIKE AN ELEPHANT.” When most graffiti artists paint 
something, it’s vandalism, but when Banksy paints 
something, it’s art — and worth a lot of money. The water 
tank became a tourist attraction, and a local design firm 
bought it from its owner: the city of Los Angeles. 
Unfortunately, a homeless man was living inside the water 
tank, and he was forced to move. The man, Tachowa 
Covington, had outfitted the water tank with lights, security 
cameras, pictures, and a TV. Police knew that Mr. 
Covington was squatting in the water tank, but they left 
him alone. Mr. Covington said, “I was nothing but an asset 
to the community; I was not a threat. That’s why the police 
and everybody let me live in that tank for so long.” When 
Banksy discovered that Mr. Covington had been forced to 
move out of the water tank, he gave him enough money to 
pay his bills — including rent for a real apartment — for an 
entire year. Mr. Covington said, “There ain’t no better man 
than Banksy. He was an angel to me. He helped me more 
than anybody helped me in my life.” Banksy has declined 
to acknowledge that he did the lettering on the water tank, 
and the design firm that bought the water tank and moved it 



to a warehouse and sought a buyer for it ended up sending 
it to a scrapheap. (13) 

Good Guy Lady Gaga 

In August 2013, Lady Gaga met a homeless man and gave 
him some money, a rose, and a hug. One thing that got her 
major positive karma points was something she said to the 
homeless man. He said to her, “But I smell.” Lady Gaga 
replied, “Don’t worry. I smell, too.” On Reddit, 
LonePineRoad wrote about another good deed that Lady 
Gaga did, “A few years ago, I was walking downtown 
Toronto with my then seven-year-old goddaughter/niece 
round the time of some Much Music award show. The kid 
stopped me to window shop some hip joint and lo and 
behold, but who should emerge out the door but Lady Gaga 
herself. The kid tightened her grip on my hand and 
stammered out who she saw, and I didn’t quite believe her, 
but the Lady confirmed. ‘I love you,’ my niece told her. ‘I 
love you, too,’ Lady Gaga replied. ‘You have some time on 
your hands?’ she asked. She took us inside to the stage 
where the crew was setting up and allowed us to stand there 
and watch her couple of song soundcheck with but two or 
three other folks around, then signed an autograph for the 
little one and went on to her evening prep. Now, I’m an old 
punk who expects this sort of thing from my idols, but this 
simple little gesture from a big pop star to an unknown 
little girl cemented my respect for this amazing artist. I 
always dug her I-don’t-give-a-f[*]ck attitude, but the Lady 
sure puts her money where her mouth is when it comes 
right down to it.” 

By the way, here is an important message from Lady Gaga: 

“A MESSAGE FROM GAGA 

“POSTED ON AUGUST 19, 2013 



“I’ve said this to the fans time and time again, whether it be 
in person or in tweets, as well as through the message and 
campaign of the Born This Way Foundation. My mother 
and I are passionate about tolerance, acceptance, and 
kindness, and I’ve made it a point early in my career to 
make it known that this is what I stand for as an artist. 

“While it may be difficult at times to hear the things that 
people say and write about me, or the nature of the industry 
that builds us up to tear us down, I feel the need to address 
you all here on behalf of the Born This Way Foundation. 

“Sending threats of any kind, using hateful or abusive 
language, and the provoking of others on the internet is not 
supported by me or anything that I stand for. What I’ve 
seen transpiring is wrong and upsetting to me, and I’ve 
made it very clear how I feel about equality and 
compassion. 

“I know how angry you feel sometimes, and I know that 
when they say things about me you feel that they are saying 
them about you as well. But music is about love, and is 
about sharing in the magic of theater. Although pop culture 
and society have become more negative and critical of the 
artist over the years, by engaging in this negativity you are 
allowing it to spread. 

“I ask you to take a pledge with me to continue the change 
toward positivity, and to recognize that this behavior is 
wrong. We are stronger than this. We know what we stand 
for, and what we stand for is bravery. I know this because 
what I see on the internet is not what I see at my shows. 
People deal with their insecurities in many different ways. 
The anonymous nature of social media has made it easy for 
many to vent their anger by bullying others with no 
recourse or accountability. But this is not a healthy way to 
handle your emotions. 



“This is exactly what my mother and I aim to teach with the 
Born This Way Foundation. Promoting skill building and 
mental health awareness that provides another outlet for 
your feelings. Put it in your art, put it in your music, put it 
in your creativity. Stop the Drama, Start the Music. 

“I also ask that Twitter and other social media platforms 
support this effort to monitor and control abusive and 
threatening language, as I don’t know that I am powerful 
enough to stop it myself. Please represent me and our 
community with the values we cherish and live by. 

“I love you.” (14) 

“May You & Gonzalo Have a Lifetime of Happiness, 
Love & Memories Together — ALWAYS!” 

On 12 October 2013, Australian bride Branka Delic 
married fiancé Gonzalo “Gonzo” Cladera at the Graceland 
Wedding Chapel in Las Vegas, Nevada. She wanted to 
have a special man walk her down the aisle, and that 
special man was her idol: rock star Jon Bon Jovi. She knew 
that he would be performing at the MGM Grand on the day 
that she would be married, and so she set up a website and 
a Facebook page to invite him to walk her down the aisle at 
the wedding. The website stated, “In Branka’s mind, the 
wedding gods have come together because JBJ is 
performing at MGM Grand that same night. The only 
problem is there’s a real chance Branka will skip out on the 
wedding and go to the concert instead. Gonz has waited 14 
years for this day, and if Branka skips it, he’ll have to wait 
another 14. Bon Jovi … we’re begging you … make this 
wedding happen. There is plenty of time in the afternoon 
for you to come and walk her down the aisle before the 
show.” Kylie (no last name given) commented on the 
webpage, “I remember Branka belting out the Bon Jovi 
tunes on our school’s ‘grandstand’ when she was in her 
senior year at high school. I also remember wondering how 



a girl with such an obsession for JBJ will ever manage to 
meet and marry another man. I finally thought it was 
happening for her, and that in time she had moved on but 
now, I am not so convinced. This is just way too risky! It is 
going to be so terribly hard for Branka to marry Gonz with 
such a powerful temptation just around the corner. Please, 
Bon Jovi, you must make this happen, you must help her 
get to the altar.” Mr. Bon Jovi accepted the invitation, and 
he walked Branka down the aisle. Interestingly, in 1989 he 
himself had been married in the same wedding chapel. 
After the wedding, Mr. Bon Jovi tweeted, “May you & 
Gonzalo have a lifetime of happiness, love & memories 
together — ALWAYS!” The new Mrs. Cladera tweeted 
back the day after the wedding: “Thanks, Jon. You’re an 
amazing human being for taking the time with us. See you 
in Sydney.” (15) 

“Thanks for saying hi. Hope u enjoyed the show” 

On 7 July 2013, Justin Bieber helped out three ticketless 
girls by giving them tickets for his concert at the Wells 
Fargo Arena in Des Moines, Iowa. They were waiting for 
his tour bus, hoping to be able to see him. One fan, who 
uses the tag name @AhoyBieber, wrote on Twitter, “Justin 
came outside and talked to me and two other girls! He 
asked if we had tickets and we said no so he got us tickets 
… This morning I had no tickets for the show and no way 
to get to the arena to see Justin. I walked almost 5 miles … 
Because I wanted to see Justin that badly. I waited out all 
day and I was about ready to go back to my hotel when 
Justin came outside. He talked to us, gave us his food and 
got us tickets! If you are determined and never give up, 
anything can happen!” One of the other two girls, who uses 
the tag name @ashtonourry, wrote on Twitter, “Tonight 
started out horrible I got kicked out of the M&G (meet and 
greet) … and lost my tickets then all this happens. Justin 
gave us tickets. Thank you so much for the tickets I love 



you so much … We just waited (outside) and he came out 
after his meet an[d] greets … it was after the opening acts 
were playing, like an hour into the show.” Mr. Bieber later 
sent a Twitter message to the three girls: “Hey … Thanks 
for saying hi. Hope u enjoyed the show … Thanks for 
believing.” (16) 

Ms. Taylor Swift, aka Ms. Kind-Hearted Swift 

On 19 July 2013, Taylor Swift ate at Ralph’s Italian 
Restaurant in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Head chef Shawn 
Gallo said, “I called my mom to tell her Swift was there, 
and she wanted me to take a picture because she is a big 
fan.” He added, ‘My son has autism, and while I’m at work 
my mom and my son love to listen to her music. He loves 
her music!” Ms. Taylor gave Mr. Gallo and his son two 
tickets to see her concert the following night. Mr. Gallo 
said, “It was so kind-hearted of her. My son Shawnee is 11. 
It was my son and I’s first concert we’ve ever been to! It 
was really special.” Ms. Swift also left a $500 tip. The 
restaurant stayed open late to accommodate Ms. Swift’s 
schedule. According to reports, her bill was approximately 
$800, so her tip was approximately a very generous 62.5 
percent. (17) 

“Thanks for the Ride” 

On 13 July 2013, Emily Kraus, who has been a fan of 
Grammy-winner Dave Matthews since age nine, and her 
boyfriend were driving to see Dave Matthews at a concert 
in Hershey, Pennsylvania, when they saw a man by the side 
of the road who needed a lift. They stopped. The man was 
Dave Matthews, who had been out for a pre-show ride on 
his bicycle when he got a flat. On the way to the concert, 
they talked about Mr. Matthews’ daughter’s summer camp 
schedules and about his current tour. Mr. Matthews invited 
the couple to have supper with him and took him backstage 
and gave them front-row tickets to the concert — he signed 



the tickets “Thanks for the ride.” He also talked about the 
good deed at the show: “I did not have a cell phone on the 
bicycle. So I thought, ‘Sh*t.’ And then a nice lady named 
Emily rode up in a red car with a bicycle rack on it and 
gave me a ride on to the gig.” Emily wrote on Facebook, 
“My cheeks still hurt from smiling, giggling and laughing 
all night long … this will always be remembered.” (18) 

Good Deeds for and by Katherine Dunham 

People respected the dancer/choreographer Katherine 
Dunham. In Paris, France, the luggage of her dance troupe 
was not released to them because workers on strike in the 
port of Cherbourg were using it to block a road. However, 
when the workers learned that the luggage belonged to Ms. 
Dunham and her dance troupe, they immediately sent the 
luggage to Paris. Ms. Dunham did her own good deeds: She 
fought prejudice. So did her parents. Her father was dark, 
and her mother was light. They bought a house in a mostly 
white suburb of Glen Ellyn, Illinois. Her father worked 
hard to improve the house, and neighbors thought that he 
was working for a white family. When they learned the 
truth, someone planted a bomb on the Dunham property. 
When the bomb went off, it shattered windows. Her father 
stayed up nights for a while with a gun in his hands, and no 
more bombings occurred. When Katherine was in high 
school, she objected to some songs that depicted black 
people as lazy and that the music teacher made students 
sing. She told her mother, who complained to school 
officials, and thereafter the students no longer had to sing 
the racist songs. As an adult, Katherine once performed 
with her dance troupe in Lexington, Kentucky, in front of a 
segregated audience. She told the audience exactly what 
she thought about segregation, and the following week, 
singer Marian Anderson performed in Lexington in front of 
an integrated audience. Katherine and her dance troupe 
performed in many places in the United States, but major 



hotels would not allow African-Americans to stay in the 
hotels’ rooms. Katherine filed — and won — lawsuits 
against some of the hotels. She also once filed suit against a 
major hotel in Sao Paulo, Brazil, that would not allow her 
and her dancers to rent rooms to stay in. Because of the 
lawsuit, Brazilian politicians passed an anti-discrimination 
bill. By the way, Katherine also painted, but her painting 
did not win the same respect that her dancing and 
choreography did. A critic in Milan, Italy, once described 
one of her paintings as “globs of strawberry jam.” Such 
criticism did not bother her. (19) 

From Being Homeless to Being Mistaken for Zach 
Galifianakis’ Girlfriend 

In 1994, Zach Galifianakis, who was then an unknown 
comic, met Elizabeth “Mimi” Haist, who volunteered at 
Fox Laundry, which Mr. Galifianakis frequented, in Los 
Angeles, California. At that time, Ms. Haist lived off the 
tips she received. In 2011, Mr. Galifianakis was a TV and 
movie star and Ms. Haist had fallen on hard times. When 
Mr. Galifianakis discovered that Ms. Haist was homeless, 
he got her a one-bedroom, one-bath apartment — he pays 
the rent and the utility bills. Mr. Galifianakis also 
occasionally takes her out to eat. Being friends with Mr. 
Galifianakis has additional benefits. Actress Renee 
Zellweger, who starred as Bridget Jones in two movies, 
decorated Ms. Haist’s apartment. Ms. Zellweger, whom 
Ms. Haist calls a “very sweet lady,” also buys groceries for 
her. Ms. Haist also gets to attend movie premieres with Mr. 
Galifianakis, such as the one for The Hangover Part III in 
May 2013. A reporter once asked her whether she was ever 
mistaken for Mr. Galifianakis’s mother; she joked that she 
was sometimes mistaken for his girlfriend. In 2013, she 
was 87; he was 43. She said about attending premieres, 
“All the fans were taking photos, and I waved at them. I 
said, ‘They don’t know who I am!’” She added, 



“Afterwards, they have a party at somewhere close by and 
you meet the stars. I drink lemon drop martinis with Grey 
Goose vodka.” (20) 

“He’s Fine Thank God!!” 

On 19 August 2013, actor Dick Van Dyke, age 87, was 
driving eastbound on the Ventura Freeway in Los Angeles, 
California, when his Jaguar caught fire. Jason Pennington, 
a Good Samaritan, pulled Mr. Van Dyke out of the car 
before it became fully engulfed in flames. Mr. Pennington, 
a soccer coach at Agoura High School, said, “I’m all ‘you 
gotta get out, you gotta get out’ and he goes, ‘I’m okay, I’m 
okay.’ So I just pulled him really hard.” Mr. Pennington is 
modest about his good deed: “It was just helping some guy 
get out of the car.” Three weeks previously, Good 
Samaritans had helped pull Mr. Pennington’s wife to safety 
when she was in an accident on the 405 Freeway. She said, 
“It was just really my husband’s turn to be a hero and you 
know, to really pass that on to someone else. It really 
moves me a lot.” Afterward, Mr. Van Dyke’s wife, Arlene, 
tweeted about her husband, “He’s fine thank God!!” Mr. 
Van Dyke tweeted a photograph of his burnt-up car with 
the heading, “Used Jag for sale REAL CHEAP!!” (21) 

Redditors, Which Well-Liked Celebrities are Not 
D[*]cks? 

In September 2013, Muaddib76 asked, “Which well liked 
celebrities are really d[*]cks in real life?” Redditors 
responded both with negative stories and with positive 
stories about celebrities. Of course, everyone, including 
celebrities, can have a bad day and act less like a Good Guy 
Greg than they usually do. Here are some positive stories:  

1) Michae1 responded with a story that makes a good point, 
“Quick story. Michael Crichton wrote about being in awe 
of Sean Connery, but one evening at dinner a fan 



approached Connery and asked for an autograph. He 
snapped ‘I’m eating.’ The fan walked away dejected and 
Crichton was kinda disappointed in Connery. But after 
dinner Connery walked back to the fan and said, ‘I’ve 
finished my meal if you’d like that autograph now.’ Bottom 
line: celebs have boundaries that we can’t always see, but 
they’re entitled to have them. Of course, some are just 
d[*]cks.” Memejunk added, “It is pretty crass to interrupt 
someone’s meal to ask them for something — particularly a 
stranger in a public place. Connery’s a man of principle, 
and he made good when it was appropriate. I hope the fan 
learned something from it.”  

2) gardenhero commented, “[I was w]orking at a studio in 
Ireland [when] Tom Cruise came by to promote his latest 
movie and was the direct opposite of what I expected. I 
honestly expected a bat sh[*]t crazy Scientologist [*]sshole 
who thought he was above us all to enter the room. He 
came in, walked past the host of the show and shook hands 
with every single one of the crew in the room first. Asked 
us all how we were doing, and I actually think he genuinely 
cared about the answers. He asked us questions about 
Dublin, laughed with us and then when he was finished 
introduced himself by name to the host and pre recorded his 
interview. After the interview he did the whole thing again 
in reverse. Been in this business over ten years and he was 
the single most genuine person I have met.”  

3) fatkake commented, “It will please Reddit to know that 
Nicolas Cage is a delightful chap. He recently moved to my 
city and I met him casually walking down the street. I had 
to say something (It’s Nick Cage for Christ sake) so I gave 
him a simple, ‘Hey welcome to (city where I live), I hope 
you like it here.’ The next thing I know he started telling 
me about all he had done since he had been in town, which 
later evolved into a discussion on baseball. Real nice guy.”  



4) DrCutePuppies commented, “I worked for Harrison 
Ford’s son Ben in his restaurant that lasted a few years in 
town. I was 14 at the time and a busser. One night the 
restaurant is completely reserved by one party. Turns out 
Harrison was coming to eat at his son’s place. So, as I am 
pouring everyone their water, I get to the person sitting 
right next to Harrison and the water pitcher spills 
everywhere (the ice decided that it had had enough of the 
pitcher, and all of it poured out at once). No water spilled 
on anyone, but I start apologizing profusely anyway. 
Harrison is laughing his [*]ss off and tells me that it is ok, 
don’t worry about [it], no water got on anyone. He was 
very nice about the whole thing.” (22) 

Simon Cowell: Mr. Nice Guy 

On 28 September 2013, Simon Cowell and Lauren 
Silverman were in Santa Monica, California, when a 
homeless man holding a sign approached their car when it 
stopped for a traffic light and asked for help. Mr. Cowell 
gave him a $100 bill, and when the traffic light turned 
green he and Ms. Silverman continued on their way. (23) 

“Sorry I was Such a Prick, Mr. McGuckin” 

In September 2013, Redditor tradeidda asked, “Who is the 
best teacher you ever had and what made them so great?” 
Fellow Redditor tooawesomeforacid responded that he had 
done badly in high school despite having all Advanced 
Placement courses. It seemed unlikely that he would 
graduate, so his principal called in his parents and teachers 
for a conference. The agreement that most people reached 
was that he could read for as many minutes as he 
participated in class. E.g., if he participated in class for 30 
minutes and caused no disruptions, he could read for 30 
minutes. The principal then had him shake hands with his 
teachers and promise not to be disruptive in class. 
However, his Advanced Placement United States History 



teacher, Mr. McGuckin, would not shake hands with him. 
Instead, Mr. McGuckin said, “The notion that I should 
excuse him from giving anything but his full effort is 
ludicrous. Apply yourself fully or leave my class.” Then 
Mr. McGuckin walked out. Redditor tooawesomeforacid 
wrote, “At the time I thought he was a prick. I’d worked 
out a way to do what I wanted without making waves and 
of course he had to be the one to f[*]ck it up for everyone. 
After a few years I realized what a complete badass he 
was/is. He loved his job and held his position in our lives in 
high esteem. He would not half-[*]ss his job in instructing 
me and he would not accept such half-[*]ss bullsh[*]t from 
me, either. I’d really never seen anyone with that sort of 
pride in their work that would rather I simply fail than 
make a mockery of his class. He was one of the first people 
that I genuinely, completely respected. Sorry I was such a 
prick, Mr. McGuckin.” (24) 

Teach Your Children Well 

A mother and her four-year-old daughter were eating at a 
place in Erie, Pennsylvania. The daughter asked her mother 
for permission to go to the restroom, which the mother 
granted. The daughter was bouncy and began to bounce her 
way down the aisle, but the mother stopped her and said, 
“Honey, look right there. Who’s that?” The daughter 
replied, “Waitress.” The mother asked, “And what’s she 
carrying?” The daughter replied, “Tray.” And here came an 
important lesson. The mother asked, “And do you think she 
could see you with that great big tray in the way?” The 
daughter’s eyes grew wide with understanding, and she 
shook her head no. The mother then said, “You need to 
watch out and not get in the way of the people who work 
here, sweetheart. You could get hurt, and they could get in 
trouble for hurting you, even if it was an accident. 
Understand?” The daughter nodded her head yes, carefully 
looked around to make sure that the way is clear, and then 



walked to the bathroom. The waitress was shocked, and 
told a customer, “That never happens. Never.” The 
customer replied, “I bet you that mom waited tables at 
some point.” The waitress asked the mother, and yes, the 
mother had waited tables for three years while she was in 
college, and she had almost gotten sued when a couple of 
kids playing tag in the restaurant had knocked against her, 
causing her to spill hot coffee on some customers. (25) 

Chivalry Isn’t Dead 

On 1 September 2013, Redditor MissLizzy2 used the Good 
Guy Greg meme to tell about a chivalrous man in her 
college dorm. She wrote, “SEES RANDOM GIRL FROM 
A DIFFERENT FLOOR IS LOCKED OUT OF HER 
ROOM IN NOTHING BUT A TOWEL … INVITES HER 
IN, CALLS EVERY RESIDENT ASSISTANT, 
FACILITIES, PUBLIC SAFETY AND HALL 
COORDINATOR UNTIL SOMEONE AGREES TO 
COME UNLOCK HER DOOR AND NEVER EVEN 
HITS ON HER ONCE.” This is how she captioned the 
meme: “He even ended up missing class just to help 
me….” (26) 

A Back-to-School Angel 

At the end of August 2013, a woman who said that she was 
terminally ill and wanted to do a good deed walked into the 
Kmart of Auburn, Maine, and paid off the layaways of 
some families who had fallen behind in payments. Store 
Manager Joyce Beane said, “Everybody wants to go back 
to school with new clothes. Now 16 more families can do 
that.” Ms. Beane added, “She was here about 15 minutes. 
She paid off 16 of the layaways in cash, about $3,000.” The 
Back-to-School Angel then said, “I’m not feeling well — I 
need to leave.” Ms. Beane said, “It takes something like 
this, to make you think, ‘Oh, my word. If I were facing the 
end of my life, would I take time to reach out and help 



people?’” She added, “I wanted to cry. It was that 
powerful.” Rina Thibeau, an Auburn grandmother who 
works nights as a janitor, was one of the people whose 
layaway had been paid off. She said, “It takes all kinds of 
people in this world. This lady proved there are still good 
people out there.” She added, “When I talk about it, it’s like 
a dream.” Ms. Beane said that “I think if we all, once a day 
or once a week, thought of doing something kind, there 
would be a lot less strife in our lives.” Something similar 
happened just before Christmas 2011; a man came into the 
Auburn Kmart and paid off every outstanding layaway 
balance. Ms. Beane said, “There are good people in the 
world. It’s nice to run into them every now and then. (27) 

“Rock On, Jean Renny!” 

Jean Renny, a Seattle, Washington, resident who is in her 
90s, has donated money to The Salvation Army each year 
since 2004 to pay for a shopping trip to buy school supplies 
and school clothes, including shoes, for children. In 2013, 
she donated $20,000 for a shopping trip on August 20 for 
children at JCPenney. Lora Marini Baker, a spokesperson 
for The Salvation Army, said, “There was a child today 
whose feet were hurting him because his shoes were three 
sizes too small … that’s the way he showed up [to the 
shopping event] and we see that over and over again.” Ms. 
Baker added, “This shopping event would not happen if it 
was not for her generosity. A hundred kids having the 
opportunity to shop with $200 and that is significant. They 
spend it quickly because they need a lot. They need 
clothing, they need shoes, they need the basics like 
underwear and socks, and they need backpacks.” Ms. 
Renny has not in recent years been able to attend the 
shopping event, but The Salvation Army records it on video 
and gives her a copy. Ms. Baker said about Ms. Renny, 
“Her personal story is simple. She grew up as an only child 
in a middle-class home. She was married, but they did not 



have children of their own. She wants to share her fortune 
with kids of The Salvation Army. She is very interested in 
helping children.” The Salvation Army set up a Facebook 
page to thank Ms. Renny. On it, Lynn Seda commented, 
“Rock on, Jean Renny!” (28) 

“We’ve Got Your Back (Pack)” 

The first day of school at Loma Linda Elementary in 
Phoenix, Arizona, occurred on 5 August 2013. Police 
officer Ben Carro worked traffic control, and he saw a 
crying young girl. A school aide named Jill Lebario asked 
the girl, Leslie Gonzales, why she was crying. Leslie 
replied that she was crying because she did not have a 
backpack, and her mother could not afford to buy her one 
for at least two weeks. Officer Carro telephoned fellow 
Community Action Officer Jon McLachlan, and the two 
men visited a Target store, where they bought Leslie a pink 
backpack and school supplies, including crayons, folders, 
markers, pencils and pens, and a ruler. Because Leslie 
walks to school and eats lunch there, they also bought her a 
water bottle and a lunch box. The Phoenix Police 
Department took note of the good deed and posted a photo 
and story on its Facebook page — the photo caption read, 
“We’ve Got Your Back (Pack).” (29) 

Bryan Hayes: Prom Hero 

In May 2013 in Graham, North Carolina, Kelsey Baker, a 
freshman at Western Alamance High School, was dressed 
up and looking beautiful for the prom at Eastern Alamance 
High School, but her date stood her up. This is a big deal 
for a 14-year-old girl. She cried, and her mother took her to 
Jim’s Hot Dogs & Hamburgers so that Kelsey could show 
her dress to her aunt, Robin Cates, who works there. Bryan 
Hayes, an 18-year-old senior at Graham High School also 
works there. He noticed that Kelsey was upset, and after 
finding out why, he said, “I thought it’d be nice to put a 



smile on the girl’s face.” Not one to be shy, he went into 
the dining room and asked her, “Would you like to dance 
with me?” She accepted. Bryan said, “I sort of twirled her 
around. It only lasted a minute. I was trying to make the 
girl’s night a little better.” Kelsey’s mother took a photo of 
Bryan and Kelsey, and Bryan later posted it on Reddit with 
these words, “She came into my work crying because her 
prom date stood her up the night of. She left smiling 
because I had [a] customer play music while I danced with 
her in front of everyone.” The photo went viral. Bryan said, 
“It’s crazy. It’s amazing so many people appreciate a small 
act of kindness.” (30) 

A Generous Mother 

A community center in Quebec, Canada, has day camps in 
which children’s parents have to pay in advance if they 
want their children to be able to participate in special 
activities outside of the city. In the summer of 2013, a 
secretary at the community center received a telephone call 
from a mother who said, “My daughter was registered for 
the activity that will be Friday on next week. I have already 
paid, but she won’t be able to go because we’re on vacation 
that week. I would like you to transfer her reservation to 
another child, please.” The secretary offered to refund the 
money, but the mother said, “No, no! […] I know it’s a bit 
complicated, but I would like you to transfer the reservation 
to another child that would like to go there, but doesn’t 
have the money for it.” Of course, this pleased the 
secretary, who asked for contact information, apparently to 
tell the mother which child would now be able to 
participate in the activity, but the mother said, “Oh! I don’t 
need you to call me back; just to know another kid will be 
happy makes me happy! But my daughter’s name is 
[name], so you can remove the activity in her file. Thank 
you very much for doing this!” (31) 



Dickey Richard: Good Samaritan 

In August 2013, Dickey Richard, a State Farm Insurance 
Agent in Springfield, Tennessee, paid the school fees — 
$25 per student — of students in one fourth-grade class and 
one fifth-grade class at Greenbrier Elementary School in 
Greenbrier, Tennessee. The students number approximately 
50. Mr. Richard, a former teacher, said, “Those teachers, 
they’ve been clients of mine all this time. They’re helping 
me put groceries on the table, so I wanted to do something 
nice for them.” The teachers had the pleasure of sending 
notes to parents informing them that the school fee had 
already been paid. Marinda Bratton, a parent whose 
daughter is in the fourth-grade class sponsored by Mr. 
Richard, was pleased to learn that she would not have to 
pay her daughter’s school fee. She said, “It took me by 
shock. Twenty-five dollars doesn’t mean a lot to some 
people, but it means a lot to me right now.” She added that 
she would like to meet Mr. Richard: “I’d give him a hug 
and probably start crying.” The year 2013 was the second 
year in a row that Mr. Richard has done this good deed. 
(32) 

“My dad is the most handsome man ever and you could 
go on a date with him Its your lucky day! he could be 
your one true love!” 

Unfortunately, things happen and parents get single. One 
little girl decided to get a date for her father by writing at 
least one note advertising him. Redditor moodysimon 
posted a photo of the little girl’s note along with this 
explanation: “Saw this on my FB feed: ‘A little girl 
wearing one rollerblade just stopped me on the footpath to 
ask ‘do you know any single adults’? I asked her to explain 
and she replied ‘as in single girls’. I said yes. She then 
handed me this note and skated off! Any takers?” Her note 
was on paper decorated with flowers and a butterfly — and 



a couple of hand-drawn hearts. The note said, “My dad is 
the most handsome man ever and you could go on a date 
with him Its your lucky day! he could be your one true 
love!” Redditor Gingerrrr commented, “We took students 
to Disneyland once. I told one of my students to go and 
find me a husband. She darts away and comes back with 
Sneezy. THAT was the sweetest little girl on the planet!” 
(33) 

Christmas Good Deeds 

In September 2013, Redditor epiclabtime asked, “Teachers 
of Reddit: What’s the most memorable thing a student has 
ever said to you?” Here are some answers:  

1) Ish[*]tyounotman wrote, “My mom used to teach 
elementary school, and at one time she taught second 
grade. The children she taught were extremely poor, many 
never even received Christmas gifts. One year, a ‘sister 
school’ (a much wealthier school nearby) had a Toy Drive 
for the children at my mother’s school. One little boy in her 
class, Alex, received a gift. (I believe it was a Tonka truck 
and package of HotWheels.) He opened them, smiled, then 
proceeded to wrap them back up. My mother asked, ‘What 
are you doing? You can play with them, you know!’ He 
said: ‘I know, but I’m giving them to my little brother on 
Christmas morning so he can have a present!’ A little boy 
who had nothing gave away the one present he received to 
make his little brother happy.”  

2) adj1 wrote, “My Dad died recently and one of his former 
students came to his memorial and told me a story I had 
never heard. Her parents had both died together in a car 
crash right before the holidays and she was orphaned. My 
father had invited her to our Christmas dinner, but she said 
no for whatever reason so he bought her a small Christmas 
tree which she treasured. I was trying to be strong 



throughout the celebration of his life, but this was the one 
time a tear came to my eye.”  

3) purpleOK wrote, “When I was in 5th grade, my dad was 
having a hard time finding a job and we highly doubted we 
were getting anything for Christmas that year. My teacher 
found out, and a few days before Christmas there was a 
black bag on my porch. Inside there was a gift for everyone 
in my family. Needless to say, my teacher was amazing.” 
(34) 

12 Days of Christmas 

During the Christmas season of 2012, one of the most 
popular good deeds performed by the anonymous do-
gooders known as the Bangor (Maine) Elves was their 
version of “12 Days of Christmas.” Rosemary, an 
octogenarian, and her husband, Carl, were two of the 
recipients of a set of 12 gift bags given over 12 days. She 
said, “It’s one of the nicest things that has ever happened.” 
The 12 gift bags each contain a limerick and an explanation 
of a verse in the “12 Days of Christmas” song. On Day 2, 
the gift in the song is “two turtle doves.” Rosemary said, 
“On the day it was turtle doves, it was little chocolate 
turtles and then a Dove candy bar.” She added about the 
Bangor Elves’ version of “12 Days of Christmas,” “It was 
wonderful. I cried. It was just such a wonderful thing to 
have happen.” The anonymous Head Elf said, “I would say 
the favorite memory from this year is when one of the new 
elves in training — she is around six years old — was 
delivering for the ‘12 Days of Christmas’ says, ‘This is 
warming my heart.’ This little girl was having a great time 
delivering, but most importantly understood why she was 
doing it — to help others.” Rosemary said, “It was so 
heartwarming. You just don’t understand. They’ve helped 
so much.” The money for the Bangor Elves’ many good 
deeds (such as giving away gift cards, cutting firewood, 



buying gifts for a family of five, setting up a giving tree 
decorated with $1 bills for people in need to take) in 2012 
came from “Elf Canisters” placed at 13 downtown Bangor 
businesses in early December. (35) 

“It was Awesome. I had a Big Stupid Grin on My Face 
the Entire Time. I Felt like We Did an Actual Good 
Christmas Deed” 

For approximately 20 years, Two Brothers Pizza has been 
located on the northeast corner of Brookhurst Street and 
Garfield Avenue in Fountain Valley, a city in Orange 
County, California. In 1994, John Chou (age 57 in 2012) 
took over the pizzeria. The restaurant has wooden tables, 
and teenagers sometimes carve their names into the tables. 
Steve Lynn, age 28, said, “It’s one of those things where 
we’ve been going there for 20 years and we’ve treated it 
like our second home. We were thinking, ‘How cool would 
it be to get them new tables?’” In fact, Mr. Lynn, Mike 
Ruffino (Mr. Lynn’s best friend), and 10 other friends 
bought six new tables for Two Brothers Pizza at a cost of 
$600. (When they were younger, Mr. Lynn and Mr. 
Ruffino had both carved their names into the old tables.) 
Mr. Lynn said, “We kept the tables wood, because I would 
kind of expect them to be carved into again.” On 23 
December 2012, they gave Mr. Chou the new tables. With 
the help of Ann Choe, Mr. Chou’s oldest daughter, and her 
boyfriend, Ben Smith, they made it a surprise. They 
installed the new tables in the morning of December 23, 
and then Amy called her parents to come to the pizzeria. 
They walked in, and a dozen or so people shouted, 
“Surprise!” Mr. Ruffino said, “It was awesome. I had a big 
stupid grin on my face the entire time. I felt like we did an 
actual good Christmas deed.” Mr. Chou said, “I am so 
thankful for them. They make me want to return the favor 
by doing something for the community.” Carving on the 
tables is a tradition that will continue. Each table has a 



small plaque that states, “Christmas 2012. Respect the 
Bros. Carve only — no ink.” Mr. Chou said, “If I turn my 
back and [the kids] carve their names, good.” (36) 

Lisa Wells and Lee Smith: Christmas Angels 

On 23 December 2012, Raheleh Salehi slipped outside of 
her home in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. For approximately 
two hours, she was unconscious. Fortunately, a neighbor, 
Lisa Wells, and an off-duty firefighter named Lee Smith 
drove by and saw what looked like a duffel bag in the 
driveway. Ms. Wells said, “We kept driving but something 
made me stop, turn back and shine my headlights on the 
driveway.” They saw a woman lying down, wearing flip-
flops. Five-year firefighter Smith said, “She appeared to be 
dead already. I was able to find a pulse, shook her a little, 
and she started breathing a little bit.” He added, “She was 
in rough shape — I don’t think she would have lasted 
another half-hour.” According to an article in the Calgary 
Sun, “At the time, the temperature was below -20C with a 
windchill of around -30C.” They called an ambulance for 
the barely breathing Ms. Salehi, who was taken to a 
hospital and treated for severe frostbite to her feet. EMS 
spokesman Stuart Brideaux praised Ms. Wells and Mr. 
Smith: “They decided to take those few moments to 
investigate; it’s something that made a difference.” Mr. 
Smith said about Ms. Wells, “She has a knack for seeing 
things like that that’s out of the ordinary.” Ms. Salehi said 
about Ms. Wells, “She’s my angel … I got a new life, a 
second chance to live. It’s the extent of caring, many of us 
are busy with our day-to-day things, and she taught me a 
valuable lesson, to open my eyes and be more aware of my 
surroundings.” (37) 

“We Decided that It Would be Better for Our Children 
to Have Dead Parents than Cowardly Parents” 



During the Holocaust, Eberhard Helmrich was a major in 
the German army; he also was the commandant of a farm in 
Drohobycz, East Galicia, on which Jews worked during the 
Holocaust. The farm was in Drohobycz, East Galicia. 
(Galicia is a region that straddles the borders of Poland and 
Ukraine.) Major Helmrich learned about plans for the Jews 
in the region to be liquidated, and he and his wife, Donata, 
were able to save some of them. Many girls from Poland 
and Ukraine were being brought to Germany to work as 
servants. He and his wife saved the lives of over a dozen 
Jewish girls by giving them false credentials. Donata got 
the Jewish girls jobs in homes in Berlin without Polish or 
Ukrainian people so that the Jewish girls could keep their 
identities hidden. After the Holocaust, the Helmriches said, 
“We were fully aware of the risks and the conflict of 
responsibilities, but we decided that it would be better for 
our children to have dead parents than cowardly parents. 
From then on it was comparatively easy. We figured that 
once we saved two people, we’d be even with Hitler if we 
were caught, and every person saved beyond that would put 
us one ahead.” (38) 

“He was a Little Sparkle of Humanity in a Huge Sea of 
Genocide” 

In July 2013, one of the lists of Oskar Schindler was being 
sold on eBay — minimum bid $3 million. Mr. Schindler, of 
course, saved approximately 1,100 Jews during the 
Holocaust by hiring them and treating them well. The lists 
were of “essential” workers whom Mr. Schindler stated that 
he needed to work for him. If the Jews had been in a death 
camp, most of them would have died. As of July 2013, 68 
years after the end of World War II, some of the Jews 
saved by Mr. Schindler were still alive. Two Schindler 
Jews are Lewis and Rena Fagen of Delray Beach, Florida. 
Mr. Fagen said about Mr. Schindler, “He was a little 
sparkle of humanity in a huge sea of genocide.” Almost 



certainly, Mr. Schindler’s initial aim in hiring Jews was to 
make money, but he soon grew to abhor the way the Nazis 
treated the Jews, and he ended up spending masses of 
money and risking his life many times to save the lives of 
Jews. Mr. Fagen said, “He decided I’m going to save these 
people, my people.” Mr. Fagen does not believe that any of 
Schindler’s lists ought to be sold. He said, “The list, the 
original list, is history, and if it is history, it belongs in a 
museum, not in private hands.” He added that he often asks 
about his surviving the Holocaust, “Why me and why not 
others?” The Fagens believe that it is important to keep the 
memory of Oskar Schindler and his good deeds alive. (39) 

“I am at Your Mercy. Arrest Me, Not Them. If You Still 
Insist on Arresting the Jews, Then Know that I will 
March to the Concentration Camp Along with Them” 

On 9 September 1943, German troops took over the Greece 
island of Zakinthos in the Ionian Sea. The island was the 
home of 275 Jews, among other people, and the Germans 
demanded the names of those Jews. Lucas Karreri, the 
mayor of the island, declined to cooperate with the 
Germans’ order to identify the island’s Jews, and he and 
Bishop Chrysostomos, the metropolitan bishop of the 
island, went to the German commander’s office. Bishop 
Chrysostomos said, “The Jews of Zakinthos are Greeks, 
peaceloving and industrious. They are totally harmless. I 
beg of you to rescind this criminal order.” The German 
commander repeated his demand for the names of the 
island’s Jews, so Bishop Chrysostomos wrote his own 
name on a piece of paper and gave it to the German 
commander, saying, “Here is a list of the Jews of 
Zakinthos. [Bishop Chrysostomos was an Eastern Orthodox 
bishop.] I am at your mercy. Arrest me, not them. If you 
still insist on arresting the Jews, then know that I will 
march to the concentration camp along with them.” The 
German commander did not arrest either of the two men, 



saying instead that he would report what had happened and 
wait for further orders. That evening, all 275 Jews were 
evacuated into the hills of the island, and islanders hid and 
fed them until the Germans left the island on 12 September 
1944. None of the island’s 275 Jews was killed by 
Germans. (40) 

“Jake, Do You have a Mezuzah on Your Door?” “No, I 
Don’t.” “Jake, You Need a Mezuzah on Your Door” 

After Orthodox Rabbi Chaim Bruk’s grandmother, age 90, 
died a little after Passover in 2013, he decided to do a 
mitzvah — good deed — in her honor. He was the only 
orthodox rabbi in the state of Montana, and he decided to 
make sure that each Jewish home in Montana has a 
mezuzah at its entrance. A mezuzah is a small parchment of 
handwritten biblical verses that is rolled up and placed 
inside an approximately 4-inch case that is fastened to the 
door frame. He also decided to make sure that the 
mezuzahs that are already fastened to door frames are 
kosher — in accordance with Jewish law. Rabbi Bruk said 
that he has seen verses written on paper instead of the 
correct parchment. According to the 2010 Census, the 
Jewish population of Montana was 1,350. Rabbi Bruk, 
however, believed that the Jewish population of Montana is 
over 3,000. Rabbi Bruk said, “I’m young. I’m 31. I got a 
long life ahead of me — God willing — and I hope to get 
[to] every [Jewish] house. Montana should be the most 
protected state in the union. Not only because of our 
weapons but because of our mezuzahs. We’ll be protected 
by the Second Amendment and by the mezuzahs.” After his 
grandmother died, Rabbi Bruk got funding from a relative 
to buy 200 mezuzahs and then give them away for free. On 
30 June 2013, Rabbi Bruk installed a mezuzah at the home 
of Jake Matilsky in Helena, Montana. Mr. Matilsky said, “I 
got a phone call. ‘Jake, do you have a mezuzah on your 
door?’ ‘No, I don’t.’ ‘Jake, you need a mezuzah on your 



door.’” Now a mezuzah will be on his door when his family 
visits him from New Jersey. Rabbi Bruk said to him, “Now 
you’ll be very proud — your mother will see your 
mezuzah.” (41) 

“What If I Told You You Don’t Have to Agree With 
Someone’s Way of Life to Treat Them Kindly” 

Redditor 201241643 used the Matrix Morpheus meme 
(“What If I Told You”) to post a message on Imgur titled 
“My extremely conservative and Christian parents always 
taught me this.” The meme stated, “What If I Told You 
You Don’t Have To Agree With Someone’s Way Of Life 
To Treat Them Kindly.” The comments both on Imgur and 
Reddit were inspiring. On Imgur, yesiamagirlobsessed with 
football commented, “YES! My mom always taught me 
this and it’s been one of the most important lessons since 
growing up and leaving the house.” On Imgur, 
VergJusticiero commented, “This is THE Christian 
teaching. It’s to those we disagree with that we need to 
show tolerance. It’s easy to love someone in agreement.” 
On Reddit, alaskanfrog commented, “There we go! That’s 
what being truly openminded is all about. My parents were 
the EXACT same way. They have a religious problem with 
homosexuality, but they refused to EVER treat gay people 
different, and went out of their way to help out several gay 
family friends in their lives. I think that there are A LOT 
more conservatives that feel this way than is obvious in 
America. The angry ones are the ones who scream loudest, 
and get the most attention, whereas the nice loving ones 
keep to themselves and generally treat other people well. 
‘Christian Mother tells children to be nice to other people 
regardless of their sexual orientation, race, or social 
position’ doesn’t make nearly as a good a headline as ‘The 
Westburo Baptist Church is being sh[*]tty once again.’” 
Also on Reddit, Ashleyrah commented, “Yay, so true. My 
conservative Baptist pastor used to scold people in the 



congregation for being rude to people outside their own 
worldview. I remember one day in particular when a lady 
said something rude about homosexuals he replied, ‘Wow 
… how about we focus on our own sins … say … gossip 
… before we start judging people who don’t even live by 
the same worldview we do.’” (42) 

“Who Would have Thought that Individuals in the 
Church Buying a Tank Of Gas Would Have Put a Good 
Name for the Church of Christ?” 

In September 2013 in Shawnee, Kansas, Mukhtar Raja 
worried that he would have to file for bankruptcy after 
construction closed some roads that brought customers to 
his business: Snack Shack Phillip 66. Employee Edgar 
Kempf said, “When they started, they cut off our roads. 
This whole neighborhood can’t even get to us. Man, it just 
clobbered [us] as far as business. I don’t know exactly how 
much but it hurt.” Mr. Raja, who estimated that sales fell by 
$100,000, said, “The point came it was hard to pay the 
bills. It was really hard to pay the bills.” He added, “I was 
seriously, seriously considering filing Chapter 7.” 
Fortunately, a local pastor and church came to the rescue. 
David Jones, the pastor at Cross Points Church, asked his 
congregation on 8 September 2013 to support Mr. Raja’s 
business by buying at least one tank of gas from it. Mr. 
Kempf said, “The first time they did, apparently they must 
have announced it right in church too, because church got 
out about 11:30 a.m. I never have a rush on Sunday, but I 
had people out here waiting in line to get gas.” Mr. Raja 
said, “I’m very thankful to them. They basically woke me 
up … that good people exist out there. They don’t care 
what race you are … what religion you are, and that is 
unforgettable.” Mr. Raja visited the church to thank the 
congregants for supporting his business. Pastor Jones said, 
“He came up on the platform and expressed his thanks. The 
church gave to him a standing ovation, and he said in 54 



years he’s never experienced this kind of love before.” 
Pastor Jones added, “I asked them on Sunday, with 
Mukhtar on the platform, and I said, ‘How many of you 
have purchased a tank of gas?’ Ninety percent of the hands 
went up.” The congregation tries to act as a group to make 
the community better. Pastor Jones said, “They are thinking 
outside the walls of the church, which obviously as 
followers of Jesus, we want to be about them, having our 
eyes of the city and how can we be a blessing to those 
around us regardless of whether they are believers or not.” 
He added, “Don’t underestimate the small things that you 
can do as a local church that can have large ramifications 
for the body of Christ. Who would have thought that 
individuals in the church buying a tank of gas would have 
put a good name for the church of Christ?” (43) 

“May God’s Mercy, Peace and Blessings be Upon Each 
and Every One of You and Those Whom You Love and 
All of Humanity” 

On 11 July 2013, Redditor Illipsis, who is a Catholic, 
posted on Imgur a photograph of a note and some sweets (a 
Snickers bar, a date-filled cookie bar, etc.) that he had 
received from a Muslim co-worker. This is the note:  

“In the blessed spirit of Ramadan starting Monday evening 
July 8, 2013 and ending Wednesday August 7th, 2013, I 
would like to take this opportunity to extend my wishes and 
prayers to my beloved neighbors. Ramadan is a month 
where Muslims across the world fast from all worldly 
desires, food, drink, etc from sunrise to sunset and feed 
their souls with the nourishment of worship and 
remembrance of Allah (God). Prophet Muhammad (May 
God’s Peace and Blessings be upon him) taught us the 
following- 



“‘Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should speak 
good or be silent. Whoever believes in Allah and the Last 
Day should be generous to his neighbor.  

“‘Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should be 
generous to his guest.’ 

“So in remembrance of my beloved Prophet, this is 
something very small I hope you will like. May God’s 
mercy, peace and blessings be upon each and every one of 
you and those whom you love and all of humanity. Amen :) 

“With love, 

“My husband and I, -Apt 12F.” (44) 

“DEAR CHRISTIANS, SOME PEOPLE ARE GAY. 
GET OVER IT, LOVE GOD” 

On 24 July 2013, Father Rod Bower posted on Facebook a 
pro-gay rights church sign that stated, “DEAR 
CHRISTIANS, SOME PEOPLE ARE GAY. GET OVER 
IT, LOVE GOD.” The church sign was that of the Anglican 
Parish of Gosford, New South Wales, Australia. The post 
went viral. Father Bower said, “Normally one of my posts 
might get a few thousand views, but nothing like this. This 
has gone international now — there are people liking it all 
over the world and it is just a little sign in Gosford.” The 
reaction to the post was “hugely positive.” Father Bower 
said, “I have had a number of phone calls and ran into 
people who have said, ‘Good on you. This is really great,’ 
also. I think it shows that it’s an important issue and that a 
lot of people have spiritual questions that are not being met 
by traditional forms of Christianity.” He added, “The 
conservative view is not the only view. Marriage equality is 
a hot issue at the moment and it seems the church is 
struggling to get over this issue. I am reflecting on what the 
spirit of God might be saying in a modern world.” (45) 



Archbishop Desmond Tutu: “I Would Not Worship a 
God Who is Homophobic” 

God is omnipotent (all-powerful), omniscient (all-
knowing), and omnibenevolent (all-good). Which of these 
is the reason we worship (adore) God? Not omnipotence. 
Hitler and Mussolini had power. So do bullies. Not 
omniscience. Some criminals are very intelligent. That 
helps them to get away with committing crimes. We 
worship God because God is omnibenevolent. If God were 
not all-good, we would not worship God. South Africa’s 
Nobel peace laureate Archbishop Desmond Tutu fights 
homophobia just as he fights racism. In July 2013, 
Archbishop Tutu, age 81, said that he would not worship a 
“homophobic God” and he would prefer to go to Hell than 
to a homophobic Heaven. (Of course, he believes that God 
is not homophobic and God is not racist.) He said, “I would 
refuse to go to a homophobic heaven. […] I would say, 
‘Sorry.’ I mean I would much rather go to the other place.” 
South Africa is the site of much violence against gays and 
lesbians. In June 2013, a lesbian was sexually assaulted 
with a toilet brush and murdered. Archbishop Tutu said, “I 
would not worship a God who is homophobic and that is 
how deeply I feel about this.” He is participating in a 
campaign against homophobia. He said, “I am as passionate 
about this campaign as I ever was about apartheid. For me, 
it is at the same level.” In 1984, Archbishop Tutu won the 
Nobel Peace Prize for his fight against white minority rule 
in South Africa. According to the rights group Amnesty 
International, as of July 2013 homosexual acts were still a 
crime in 38 countries in Africa. UN human rights chief 
Navi Pillay said, “I constantly hear governments tell me, 
‘But this is our culture, our tradition, and we can’t change 
it’ ... So we have lots of work to do.” According to 
Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe, homosexuals are 
“worse than pigs, goats, and birds. If you take men and lock 



them in a house for five years and tell them to come up 
with two children and they fail to do that, then we will chop 
off their heads.” (46) 

Moms Know How to Support Their Sons 

When Zach came out as gay on a Facebook post, his 
mother read the post and gave him this letter: 

“Zach, 

“I was surprised by your facebook post where you came 
out. I want you to know that I love you unconditionally. I 
love you with my actions, not just my words. I’m so proud 
of you. You are the bravest person I know. I’ll fight for you 
always. Your sexual orientation does not define you. You 
are still the boy who forever won my heart. The only thing 
that concerns me is the number of empty soda cups and tea 
bottles in your room. Throw them away before ants come 
inside. 

“I love you always — 

“Mom” 

By the way, Zach is Zach Gibson, and his mother is 
Michelle Conway McClain, who emailed Rossalyn Warren 
of Upworthy about why she wrote the letter: 

“I’m the mother who wrote the note to my son when he 
came out as bisexual that was shared by No H8 Campaign. 
I knew I wouldn’t see Zach before I left work that morning, 
so I didn’t want him to start his day without knowing I 
support him 100%, even though I was sure he already 
knew. I posted the note on my Facebook page knowing my 
friends and family would think it was typical of me to end 
with a joke since Zach and I share the same sarcastic wit. I 
had no idea it would become such a huge sensation on the 
internet. Zach has been absolutely overwhelmed with all of 



the support he has received. People keep telling me that I’m 
an amazing mother, but it’s easy to be when I have such an 
amazing son. 

“Thank you! 

“Michelle” 

Zack commented on the Facebook page of the No H8 
Campaign (which posted a photo of his mother’s letter), 
“When I came out last week, I never expected this much 
support. I knew my mom would be fine with it, but I never 
expected this letter and I never expected this many people 
to spread it around. This means so much.” 

On the same Facebook page, Rossalyn Warren commented, 
“I’m Zach’s mother, and it was brave for him to come out 
on his terms the way HE wanted. And he put it right out 
there for everyone to see at once. That seems pretty brave 
to me.” 

Zach also wrote on the Facebook page, “To be clear with 
all of my amazing supporters! (I’m still in shock by all of 
this), I did indeed clean my room. There are no ants.” (47) 

“She Didn’t Hesitate About Yelling at This [Kidnapper 
With a Gun], Telling Him to Leave This Woman Alone, 
to Get Outta Here and Leave”  

On 12 September 2013, a convicted 64-year-old sex 
offender who was on parole for rape cut off his GPS ankle 
bracelet and then attempted to kidnap a 20-something 
woman whom he knew from church when they met outside 
a Starbucks on South Fremont Avenue in Alhambra, 
California. His intended victim screamed for help, and two 
female Good Samaritans intervened and stopped the 
kidnapping. Sergeant Jerry Johnson of the Alhambra Police 
Department said, “He approaches her before she can get out 
of her car. He produces a gun. He puts it into her side. He 



demands entry into the car … says he’s going to kill her.” 
A Good Samaritan heard the intended victim’s screams and 
then took action. Sergeant Johnson said, “She didn’t 
hesitate about yelling at this guy, telling him to leave this 
woman alone, to get outta here and leave.” He added, “This 
witness approached [the alleged kidnapper] and told him to 
leave the woman alone. The suspect then fled to his nearby 
car and drove away.” Another female Good Samaritan 
(another article says that it was the same female Good 
Samaritan) took cellphone photographs of the suspect and 
his car. With the help of the photos, police made an arrest 
within hours and charged the suspect with kidnapping, 
attempted assault with a deadly weapon, and criminal 
threats. Other charges may be added to these. The suspect 
has multiple convictions of sexual assault. (48) 

Moms are Great at Fighting Sexual Harassment 

Fighting sexual harassment is a good deed, and many 
moms are good at it. In September 2013, someone posted 
on AskReddit this question: “What is the best revenge 
you’ve ever gotten?” ParadoxInABox responded with a 
story about how a woman got revenge on a sexual harasser 
who grabbed her butt in a bar without even saying hello 
first. She told him that his action was not cool, and he 
replied, “Oh, come on, you should take it as a compliment.” 
She decided to get revenge, and she knew how to get it. 
ParadoxInABox writes, “She immediately put on her most 
vapid, flirty expression, asked him to buy her a drink, 
teased him, etc. After about 15 minutes of playing him like 
a fiddle, she asks if she can borrow his phone to call 
another friend. Instead, she goes outside, looks through his 
contacts, and calls his mom. She then proceeds to ask this 
woman if she had raised her son to assault women and 
touch them without their permission. The mom went really 
quiet, and then asked my friend to hand the phone to her 



son. Apparently, his face as the mother started screaming at 
him was all the revenge my buddy needed.” (49) 

“Help, Help! He Has A Gun! He Has A Gun!” 

On 16 August 2013 in Overland Park in Kansas City, 
Missouri, a Good Samaritan who wants to be known only 
as Jeff came to the aid of a woman who was being 
threatened by a man with a gun. Jeff was driving 
somewhere to eat lunch when he saw a woman waving at 
him; a man was standing near her. Jess said, “I rolled down 
my window and I asked her if everything was OK, and 
what was going on. She just immediately started saying, 
‘No, help, help! He has a gun! He has a gun!’” The woman 
went behind Jeff’s car, and the man came toward Jeff, who 
remembered, “He angled toward me and he had black 
athletic shorts on, and he pulled out what looked to be a 
gun. It was a butt of a gun. He said something to me and I 
have no idea what it was, because I had 8 million things 
going on in my head, wondering, ‘Is he going to pull it out? 
Is he going to shoot?’ I mean, you have no idea.” Jeff 
thought about running the gunman over with his car, but 
the gunman finally began to walk away. Jeff let the woman 
in his car, and they called 911. The woman told Jeff that 
she had been out for a run when a Hispanic man with a 
drawn gun ordered her to go with him to a wooded area; 
instead, she ran toward traffic and other people. Jeff does 
not see himself as a hero, but he said, “If you see something 
wrong going on, you definitely do the right thing.” (50) 

CHAPTER 2: Stories 51-100 

“Just had to Share Something that Gave Me a Little 
Hope for Humanity...” 

In August 2013, Redditor Les_yeux_hagards (French for 
“haggard eyes”), a female college student, shared 
something that gives her (and all of us), in her words, “a 



little hope for humanity”: “So I am a resident advisor [RA] 
and this week is our training for new hires. Today we had 
different simulations for different difficult situations that 
RAs might have to deal with on the job. One of the 
situations was a very heated and almost violent discussion 
between a couple outside their dorm. There is one RA that 
is supposed to get involved in the scene, while all the other 
people observe how they handle it. So during the last run of 
the day, maybe seven people are standing around and the 
scene starts. The couple start acting and at one point the 
male actor goes to grab for the female actor and she 
screams, ‘Don’t touch me!’ Well, a worker who was on 
campus pressure washing saw the situation and yells, 
‘HEY! DON’T YOU DARE TOUCH HER AGAIN!’ 
Everyone just stops and is so surprised that this person just 
intervened. The girl yells back, ‘It’s okay! I’m fine, we’re 
just acting.’ Afterwards we all go up to thank him for 
getting involved, and he just simply says, ‘I just didn’t want 
him to touch you again, and I saw seven people standing 
around and I was confused as to why no one was doing 
anything.’ I don’t know if this will have as much of an 
impact on you guys as it had on me, but it seemed like a 
real life ‘What would you do’ situation and someone 
ACTUALLY intervened which almost never happens, 
especially if there are other people standing around 
watching the incident take place. Luckily this was just a 
simulation, but it filled me [and all of us] with a little bit of 
hope to know that a complete stranger would want to 
intervene in that kind of a conflict. :)” (51) 

Teen Heroes on Bicycles 

On 11 July 2013, a man between 50 and 70 years old 
kidnapped Jocelyn Rojas, age five, from the front yard of 
her home in Lancaster Township, Pennsylvania. Her family 
notified police, and over 100 people — police officers and 
volunteers — started searching for Jocelyn. Two high-



school students — 15-year-old Temar Boggs and a friend 
named Chris Garcia — saw an old white man who seemed 
to be trying to avoid police officers. They followed his car 
on their bicycles as he drove into some side streets off the 
main street and they saw a little girl in the car. The driver 
saw them, stopped, let Jocelyn out, and then sped away. 
Temar said, “If he wasn’t going to stop, I was probably 
going to, like, jump on the car.” He added, “As soon as the 
guy started noticing that we were chasing him, he stopped 
at the end of the hill and let her out, and she ran to me and 
said that she needed her mom.” Temar took her to the 
police, and they reunited her with her family. Sergeant Jeff 
Jones said, “It is possible this individual saw the boys 
following him, and it is possible he got nervous. We don’t 
know that for sure; I’d sure like to find out.” Jocelyn Rojas’ 
grandmother Tracey Clay hugged and kissed Temar and 
told him, “Thank you. You’re our hero.” She told the 
media, “You see the Amber alerts and you think, ‘I feel for 
that family.’ But when you’re in that situation, oh my god, 
it’s horrible. It’s just something you don’t wish on 
anybody. Horrible, horrible thoughts flashed through my 
mind.” Temar said, “It was like fate, it was like meant for 
me and Chris to be there. If we wouldn’t have left [to look 
for the girl] who knows what would have happened to the 
little girl.” His mother, Tamika Boggs, said, “You just hope 
you raise your child the right way. … He’s learning what I 
tell him, to help others.” Chris said, “It’s really cool to 
crack cases and be a good person.” He added, “My mom 
always said to help people when they need help and to keep 
going on and do good things.” Chris said, “At the end of 
the day, I’m still the same kid.” Both Chris and Temar were 
rewarded at the Villa clothing store on North Queen Street 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, with a free pair of shoes and 
socks. Villa’s store manager, Carmen Jimenez, said, “We 
felt like they deserve some type of reward. I have two 



[kids], and I would want somebody to do that for my kids if 
something bad would happen.” (52) 

“It was an Amazing Thing He Did. That Woman Could 
have been Really Hurt or Worse. He Saved Her Life” 

On 24 July 2013, Redditor AThuggishPrime wrote this 
about an act of heroism: “This is the story of something my 
dad did two nights ago at three in the morning. He lives in a 
trailer park and I switch between weeks of being with him 
and my mother (half custody in divorce). He usually lies 
awake for a while because of a work-related back injury 
that put him in that trailer park. I was in the shower and we 
both hear an incredible banging sound. My dad looks 
around in the back yard and I wrote it off as thunder. On 
our corner about 200 yards away is a liquor store. My dad 
looks over the fence and sees two people in a struggle and 
he hears a woman’s voice screaming at the top of her lungs 
(it was later found that the boom was her being thrown into 
those big metal electrical boxes). My dad throws on clothes 
as quickly as possible, hops in his truck, and rushes over 
there. My dad pulls up and flashes his headlights on him. 
The man doesn’t stop. My father gets out of his truck and 
tells him to get [away from the woman]. When he [the 
man] doesn’t he [my father] moves in closer. He tells him 
again and he still says no. My dad asks a third time and the 
[man] continues [to attack the woman] and my dad gets 
him in a chokehold and squeezes. The lady who was being 
attacked ran the second my dad picked him up. […] My 
dad sat him down and saw another guy running from the 
street. My dad thought he was going to have to fight two 
guys at once, but the man came to help my dad pin down 
the attacker while they call the cops. The cops come and 
take him away minutes later and my dad heads home.” 
AThuggishPrime added about the attack, “I’ll never know 
what his intentions were for that woman, what I do know is 
that whatever they were got cancelled all thanks to my dad. 



I’m proud to call him my dad and a hero.” Redditor 
Driddle07 wrote about AThuggishPrime’s father, “I 
honestly got goosebumps reading it. It was an amazing 
thing he did. That woman could have been really hurt or 
worse. He saved her life.” (53) 

“She had Told Me that They had Last Eaten in the 
Morning, that Grandma Made Pancakes, But She 
Couldn’t Get Her Food Stamps Until the 19th, Which 
was Eight Days Away” 

On 11 September 2013, Albuquerque, New Mexico, police 
officer Hector Marquez Jr. responded to a report of a 
family fight. After calming the situation, Officer Marquez 
learned that at the home was a 63-year-old woman raising 
her grandchildren. Officer Marquez said, “I don’t know 
how we got onto the topic of the welfare of the kids and if 
she needed anything. She had told me that they had last 
eaten in the morning, that grandma made pancakes, but she 
couldn’t get her food stamps until the 19th, which was 
eight days away.” The family did not have food. Officer 
Marquez, using his own money plus $10 donated by an 
Albuquerque firefighter, bought groceries for the family. 
According to a Facebook page of the Albuquerque Police 
Department, “Officer Marquez did not report his act of 
kindness to anyone else, but one of his squad mates 
reported the act of generosity to the squad Sergeant so that 
Officer Marquez could be recognized by his supervisor for 
his actions.” (54) 

A Study in Contrasts: Two Off-Duty Police Officers 

On 31 July 2012, Oregonlive.com published this letter to 
the editor by Amelia Hard of Southeast Portland, Oregon: 
“When I read about the Portland police officer who 
allegedly refused to respond to a robbery in progress a 
block away because he claimed to be off duty (‘Did a cop 
dodge fighting crime?’ July 28), I was reminded of a very 



different experience my husband and I had in New York 
City in 1969. We had arrived late in the evening at a 
friend’s apartment after a cross-country drive, too tired to 
unload anything from the car except our suitcases. The next 
morning, we found the car still locked but with its windows 
smashed and several items missing. There was also a note 
on the windshield asking us to phone the local police 
station. An off-duty officer on his way home had heard the 
sound of breaking glass and had stopped to investigate, 
consequently arresting the thief and retrieving most of our 
stolen possessions. (55) 

Good Guy Cop 

Imgurian anselajonia uploaded a Good Guy Greg meme 
(without the usual spiff) titled “GG Cop” with the words 
“SEES HIS PARTNER GET GUT-PUNCHED BY A 
WOMAN / DOESN’T CHARGE HER WITH ASSAULT 
ON A POLICE OFFICER.” She included this explanatory 
text: “I was jogging after dark and felt someone grab my 
shoulder. I reacted and ended up punching a copper in the 
gut. His partner just laughed and told him it’s usually a 
good idea to try and get in front of someone wearing 
headphones to get their attention instead of grabbing them 
from behind.” In these days of zero tolerance and National 
Security Agency (NSA) overreach, it is impressive that 
some people know that context is important. (56) 

“Little Treasures like This Mean a Great Deal to Some 
of Us that have been Involved with These Young 
Women” 

For more than 10 years, Michelle Knight was held captive 
and raped by Ariel Castro in Cleveland, Ohio. He also 
kidnapped and held captive and raped Amanda Berry and 
Gina DeJesus for years. Ms. Knight sent the Cleveland 
police a thank-you note: “Dear [Second District] 
Commander [Keith] Selzer, officers and staff, you don’t 



know how much I appreciate all your time and work 
collecting cards and gifts from people for me and the other 
girls. I am overwhelmed by the amount of thoughts, love 
and prayers expressed by complete strangers. It is 
comforting. Life is tough, I’m tougher. Just when the 
caterpillar thought the world was over, she became a 
butterfly. Thanks. God bless you.”  

The three women released a video in July 2013 to thank 
people for supporting them. In the video, Ms. Knight said 
this, in part: 

“I don’t want to be consumed by hatred. With that being 
said, we need to take a leap of faith and know that God is in 
control. We have been hurt by people, but we need to rely 
on God as being the judge. God has a plan for all of us. The 
plan that he gave me was to help others who have been in 
the same situations I have been in. To know that there is 
someone out there to lean on, and to talk to. 

“I am in control of my own destiny, with the guidance of 
God. I have no problem expressing how I feel inside. Be 
positive. Learn that it’s important to give than to receive. 
Thank you for all your prayers. I’m looking forward to my 
brand-new life.” 

The Cleveland Police in the Second District published Ms. 
Knight’s thank-you note on Facebook along with this 
comment: “Little treasures like this mean a great deal to 
some of us that have been involved with these young 
women.” (57) 

A Black Hero 

On 7 September 2013 at Sun Ray Transit Center at 364 
Pedersen Street, St. Paul, Minnesota, several men, believed 
to be black, approached a 26-year-old white man who was 
standing at the bus stop. One person asked the white man, 
“Why are you watching me?” The white man replied that 



he was not watching him, and other people in the group 
asked the white man if he was a police officer and if he was 
armed. Somebody then said, “Let’s get this white fool.” A 
black man in a car happened to be driving by. He saw the 
altercation, and he honked his horn and flashed his car 
lights. He then asked the white man if he was OK. The 
white man said that he was not OK, and the black man 
offered him a ride, and they called the police. Police 
spokesman Sergeant Paul Paulos said, “The man who stops 
by, I would have to think, saves the guy’s life.” Police 
arrested three males aged 15, 18, and 20. Previously, on 4 
August 2013, a white man named Ray Widstrand, age 26, 
was beaten at Payne and Minnehaha avenues and nearly 
died from brain swelling. (58) 

I Stole This Bike — Don’t Worry, I Stole It from the 
Thief Who Stole It from Me 

A young woman used an ingenious method to get her stolen 
bicycle back after finding it for sale on Craigslist. She 
arranged to meet the seller, and she was able to verify that 
yes, this was her bike — a handle had been broken, and she 
had replaced a silver piece with a black piece. She asked if 
she could take the bike for a test ride, and the seller — a 
man — said fine, but don’t ride away. She rode away. She 
wrote online, “He wanted 300$ and he put lights on it. Lol 
[Laughing Out Loud]. Thanks for making my bike better, 
thief.” The man really did know that the bike was stolen. 
As she rode away, she started to talk on a cell phone and 
the man ran away. By the way, Kravenhowl0 commented, 
“Report him to Craigslist. Let them know he’s selling 
stolen property.” Also by the way, robmausser commented, 
“Did a similar thing when I was living in downtown 
Toronto. Bike was stolen, and about a month later [I] find it 
chained up to a bike post [while I was] walking back from 
the gym, literally a block away from where I lived. I knew 
it was my bike because I had a piece of an old speedometer 



stuck to one of the wheels, very unlikely someone would 
have the exact same leftover mod. Plus, it was my bike; 
when you ride your bike every day, you know your bike 
when you see it. Called police but there was nothing they 
could do, as I didn’t know the serial number of my bike. It 
was locked with one of those big U-Locks and nothing 
short of a steel cutter would get it off. So, rather than give 
up, I came up with another plan: If I couldn’t have my bike, 
neither could my thief. I went to the closest hardware store, 
purchased a U-Lock, and locked my lock on top of his lock. 
Thus, my bike was locked with both my lock, and his. A 
couple weeks went by and, I guess out of final frustration, 
he took off his bike lock. I took mine off, and rode it home. 
Most passive aggressive bike stealing-backing ever.” The 
woman who ‘stole’ her own bicycle back is Kayla Smith, 
age 33, of Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. She felt 
bad after her $1,000 bike was stolen. She said, “I was like, 
‘I’m a good person, like, why would someone do this to 
me?’” Then she found out that the thief was offering her 
bike for sale for $300 on Craigslist. She said, “Asked for 
karma to run him over with a flatbed truck. I was so angry.” 
She did contact police, but because she was worried that 
they would take too long to act, she took action herself. On 
Reddit, she wrote, “THIS GUY IS SELLING MY BIKE 
RIGHT NOW!!! I am not missing this opportunity waiting 
for a call. So I jump into action.” And she got her bike 
back. After meeting the seller at a McDonald’s, she hopped 
on her bike for a test drive and kept pedaling and never 
returned. She said, “I was feeling like an NFL player, like, 
just scored a touchdown! I was like, Yeah!” Vancouver 
police warn that doing what Kayla did can be dangerous: 
“Setting up a meeting with the person on your own can 
potentially be very dangerous. You do not know who you 
are meeting, how many people will be there and how 
desperate that person may be.” By the way, the bike really 
was hers — she checked the bike’s serial number. Kayla 



said, “Sometimes you just need to stick up for what’s right 
and for what’s yours.” (59) 

“Please Return My Bike. It Is Old but Loved and will 
be Frightened Without Its Owner” 

In the summer of 2013, someone stole the bicycle of 55-
year-old nurse Eileen Remedios while she was visiting a 
patient in the patient’s home. Ms. Remedios, of Brighton in 
East Sussex, England, said, “I was feeling quite cross. I 
thought, ‘Why would someone want to take my old bike?’ I 
thought maybe someone was drunk and had borrowed it.” 
She left this note attached to a lamppost where her bike was 
stolen: “Please return my bike. It is old but loved and will 
be frightened without its owner.” The next day, she again 
visited the patient, and she found that her bike had been 
returned with a note of apology from the thief. The bike 
had a new lock, and the keys were enclosed with the note 
of apology. The note, which was written on a Christmas 
card and was found under the doormat of the patient’s 
home, was addressed to ‘The owner of the old blue bike.’ 
The note inside stated, “A great big fat … SORRY! From 
the reformed bike theif! (I never mistreated it).” A 
surprised and grateful Ms. Remedios said that “I never 
imagined that someone would bring it back. It really has 
restored my faith in humanity.” She added, “The bike 
hasn’t got much value, but it was given to me by an old 
friend and gets me from A to B. It was a real inconvenience 
when it disappeared. Everyone can relate to having a bike 
stolen — it’s gutting. The note certainly worked, and I 
wanted to share a good story with a nice ending. Who am I 
to question why, but I am delighted to have my old blue 
bike back with me.” In addition, Ms. Remedios wrote this 
note back to the thief and left it attached to the lamppost: 
“To the sweet bike borrower. Thanks for returning my bike. 
She said she had a nice time but [is] glad to be back with 
me.” (60) 



“I Want to Thank Officer [Charles] Gonzalez for What 
He Did for Our Son, And We Pray that the Lord Will 
Bless Him a Thousand Times” 

On 12 September 2013, Deputy Charles Gonzalez of the 
Nueces County (Texas) Sheriff’s Department responded to 
a call about a bicycle that had been stolen from 10-year old 
George Cuellar. Deputy Gonzalez said, “I was getting the 
information, and I could just imagine how upset the boy 
was to see that his bike was taken.” The bike had been a 
birthday present that George had had for only two weeks. 
George said, “My mom woke me up and said my bike 
wasn’t there. She looked outside. The bike was gone.” 
George’s father, Rosario Cuellar, said, “We’ve been here 
four years, and this has never happened to us.” Deputy 
Gonzalez used his own money to buy a brand-new 
replacement bike at Wal-Mart. He said, “We see a lot of 
pain and agony, and when it happens to a child, it hit me. 
And it hit me hard.” Deputy Gonzalez delivered the bike 
while George was in school. Deputy Gonzalez said, “I’m 
sure when he went to school he felt horrible. Hopefully, 
when he got home, he felt better. I just wanted to make his 
day better.” After coming home from school and getting the 
bike, George said, “I want to tell him thank you, and that I 
really like it.” His father, Rosario, said, “I want to thank 
Officer Gonzalez for what he did for our son, and we pray 
that the Lord will bless him a thousand times.” An added 
bonus: The new bike is painted George’s favorite color: 
green. (61) 

“It’s Awesome to be Reminded that There is a Lot of 
Good in the World” 

Homeless people can be awesome human beings. An 
example: In Tulsa, Oklahoma, a homeless man named 
Rayburn West found a number of items, including 
important medical records, that had been stolen from a 



couple’s car. He gathered them up — the stolen items 
included paperwork with the owner’s name and contact 
information on it — and called the owner: Dr. Hollie Black, 
who said, “I had just gotten off of work. I work at OSU 
[Oklahoma State University] downtown. I had met all of 
my family to eat dinner.” She left a bag containing 
electronic items and important medical records in the car, 
and when she and her husband, Luke Black, were gone, 
someone broke into their car. In August 2013, her husband 
gave credit to the homeless man on Imgur and Reddit. 
Redditor anitasanger (Luke Black) wrote, “This homeless 
man found a bunch of my wife’s stolen property strewn all 
over downtown Tulsa. He took the time to gather it all up 
in the rain and call us for retrieval. I just want to recognize 
him as an awesome human being.” In a comment on 
Reddit, anitasanger added, “He didn’t want a thing in 
return. We gave him the $15 we had and thanked him for 
his kindness. It’s awesome to be reminded that there is a lot 
of good in the world.” In another comment, anitasanger 
wrote, “I realize that $15 isn’t much, and it may appear like 
we slighted the guy. Yes, we had some luxury items an 
iPad and an iPhone that were stolen. The iPad was a 
Christmas gift from my father. Residency [Mrs. Black is an 
OBGYN resident] is pretty tough and we don’t have much 
money left over each month. What cash we had was in my 
wife’s wallet, which was stolen. The reason we even had 
15$ cash was because we pulled it from the sock drawer to 
replace my wife’s driver’s license. The DMV only accepts 
checks, which we don’t have, or cash. It was literally all we 
had, so we gave it to the nice man. I wasn’t trying to be a 
hero by giving the guy a few dollars, that’s why I didn’t 
even mention it in the title. The only reason I mentioned it, 
is because people asked if we did anything for the guy. I 
am grateful for his humanity and compassion.” Rayburn 
West sometimes stays at the Tulsa Day Center, and after 
the story of his good deed went viral, Redditors began 



making donations to the center. Sandra Lewis, executive 
director of the Tulsa Day Center, said, “We have this one 
little slice of something that’s good and positive and people 
clearly want to hear that. They’re responding to it. It’s all 
been so positive and amazing.” When Mr. West, who does 
not use the Internet, found out about the donations, he said, 
“Thank you. I don’t know what to think about it honestly. It 
is far out.” (62) 

“He Just Looked at Him like He was Amazed that Mr. 
Garcia was Actually Giving Him Money” 

On 21 August 2013, a man approached 93-year-old World 
War II veteran Pedro De La Garza, who was sitting in a car 
in the parking lot of a HEB [H.E. Butts Grocery Company] 
in Corpus Christi, Texas. Mr. Garza had his wallet in his 
shirt pocket, and the man reached into the car, took the 
wallet, extracted $20 from it, and threw it back in the car. 
The story made the news, and Fabian Garcia saw it and 
thought about his father. He said, “People have no heart at 
all. [Not even] for someone his age; someone that went to 
war so that we can be free.” Mr. Garcia gave Mr. De La 
Garza $20 and an American flag. Mr. Garza said, “My dad 
was a medic during World War II, and he was in the same 
area as Mr. De La Garza. He’s been gone since Dec. 24, 
1995, and to this day, I still miss him.” Grace Lerma, Mr. 
De La Garza’s daughter, said that her father was surprised 
that Mr. Garza replaced the stolen money. She said, “He 
just looked at him like he was amazed that Mr. Garcia was 
actually giving him money. And I told him [Mr. Garcia], 
‘You don’t have to do that,’ and he says, ‘I want to.’” The 
flag is now hanging outside Mr. De La Garza’s home. (63) 

Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) 

Keeping a watch on cops to make sure that they are not 
criminals and/or incompetents is both necessary and good. 



Police officers need to be servants of the people. (Most 
police officers are good people, and many are heroes.)  

In March 2011, a 22-year-old woman was arrested outside 
the Supper Club nightclub and taken to Chelsea (central 
London) police station because she was drunk and 
distressed. The police thought that she might be high on 
drugs and might have drugs on her, so five police officers 
— one of them female — forcibly removed all of her 
clothing. The young woman was then left completely naked 
for 30 minutes, during which time closed-circuit TV 
broadcast her image to the custody desk. The police did not 
keep a record of the strip search. The young woman 
appealed to the Independent Police Complaints 
Commission (IPCC), which investigated.  

According to Sandra Lavelle’s article “Police ‘should face 
action’ over woman’s strip search” in the 31 July 2013 
Guardian (UK), “The IPCC said on Wednesday that it has 
recommended that a police sergeant should face a gross 
misconduct charge over failure to record the strip search or 
to ensure it was carried out with guidelines under the police 
and criminal evidence act. The police watchdog said five 
other officers present must face misconduct proceedings. 
The watchdog also found that another constable had 
influenced the woman’s decision to get legal advice by 
telling her she would be able to leave the station sooner 
without it.  

“Derrick Campbell, IPCC commissioner, said: ‘This 
incident caused a great deal of distress to the victim. I find 
it difficult to understand why police officers think they 
have the right to strip a young woman of all her clothes, 
leaving her naked for half an hour, and then expose her to 
being filmed.  

“‘I am sure, like the complainant, the public will want to 
understand how this was allowed to happen. I look forward 



to the misconduct process getting the answers that are 
needed.’”  

When police are evil, they ought to be punished. These 
police officers are either evil or incompetent. Either way, 
they ought not to be police officers. By the way, if I saw a 
drunk and distressed woman, my first thought would be to 
wonder whether she had been sexually assaulted — she 
claimed that someone had spiked her drink. I would want to 
help her instead of humiliating her. Also by the way, the 
“Kensington & Chelsea — Metropolitan Police Service” 
website states, “The Royal Borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea is a fantastic place in which to live, work and visit. 
[…] We are continually looking at what we do to improve 
the service that we offer to our communities.” Here’s a way 
to improve service: Get rid of these police officers. 

This is the press release by the IPCC: 

“Officers to face misconduct charges after IPCC upholds 
clubber’s strip search appeal 

“31 July 2013 

“Police officers who strip-searched a clubber breached their 
standards of professional behaviour and have a case to 
answer for misconduct, an Independent Police Complaints 
Commission (IPCC) appeal has found. 

“The officers searched the 22-year-old woman at Chelsea 
police station after she was arrested outside the Supper 
Club nightclub in west London in March 2011. 

“The woman later complained about her treatment and an 
investigation was carried out by the Metropolitan Police 
Service’s department of professional standards. Unhappy 
with the force’s findings, the complainant then appealed to 
the IPCC. 



“An IPCC caseworker found that the search – carried out 
by one female and four male officers – was carried out 
without adequate justification and in breach of the 
requirements set out in the Police and Criminal Evidence 
Act (PACE), which says that officers carrying out a strip 
search must be the same sex as the person being searched. 

“The officers believed the woman — who was described as 
intoxicated, distressed, and running in and out of a road 
when arrested — to be under the influence of drugs and 
likely to have substances hidden in her clothing. 

“The IPCC found that her clothes had been removed by 
force and she was left naked in a cell for half an hour. The 
search was also carried out in a cell covered by CCTV, 
which meant that the images were broadcast to the station’s 
custody desk. There was also no written record of the 
search being carried out. 

“The IPCC has recommended that the Police Sergeant on 
duty should face a charge of gross misconduct over their 
failure to make any record of the strip search or to ensure it 
was carried out in accordance with PACE guidelines. 

“The IPCC has also told the MPS that five PCs should face 
misconduct proceedings for conducting the strip search in 
breach of several areas of PACE. 

“The IPCC also found that another PC had potentially 
affected the woman’s decision to seek independent legal 
advice by suggesting that she would be likely to leave the 
station sooner without it. It has been recommended by the 
IPCC that they face management action. 

“Another PC should also face management action over a 
failure to properly investigate the woman’s claim that her 
drink had been spiked at the nightclub. 



“IPCC Commissioner Derrick Campbell said: ‘This 
incident caused a great deal of distress to the victim. I find 
it difficult to understand why police officers think they 
have the right to strip a young woman of all her clothes, 
leaving her naked for half an hour and then expose her to 
being filmed. I am sure, like the complainant, the public 
will want to understand how this was allowed to happen. I 
look forward to the misconduct process getting the answers 
that are needed.’ 

“Complaints that the woman’s arrest was unnecessary and 
that it took too long to obtain evidence about the incident 
from a hospital were not upheld by the IPCC.” 

By the way, here is a press release by the IPCC about 
another police officer: 

“Final warning for police officer who used excessive force 
on grandfather 

“14 May 2013 

“A police officer has been given a final written warning 
after the Independent Police Complaints Commission 
(IPPC) upheld an appeal from a 65-year-old man who 
suffered extensive bruising when he was put in an arm lock 
and pressed on to a car bonnet [hood]. 

“The IPCC directed Pc Kevin Payne from West Mercia 
police face a misconduct hearing over the incident. 

“The victim had been at a boxing event in Shrewsbury in 
2011 when trouble broke out inside the venue. The man left 
with his family, including his grandchildren, and was 
waiting outside for a lift home when a police car pulled up 
next to him. 

“He was grabbed and put in an arm lock after commenting 
on a police officer’s driving, which he considered to be 



dangerous. He was not arrested but let go with Pc Payne 
telling him to ‘f*** off home’. 

“The man complained about his treatment but unhappy that 
West Mercia gave Pc Payne management advice over his 
swearing while failing to deal with the issue of excessive 
force, appealed to the IPCC. The IPCC upheld the appeal 
and directed that the force should reinvestigate; 
recommending Pc Payne be issued with a notice for gross 
misconduct and interviewed again but under criminal 
caution. 

“During the second investigation, though, Pc Payne, on the 
advice of the Police Federation, refused to be interviewed, 
which meant that sufficient justification for the use of force 
was not provided. The complaint was again not upheld by 
West Mercia. 

“The victim then submitted a second appeal to the IPCC, 
which was also upheld on the basis that there was a case to 
answer for gross misconduct. A direction that Pc Payne 
face a misconduct hearing was made by the IPCC. The 
hearing, carried out by West Mercia police, ended with a 
finding of gross misconduct against Pc Payne and a final 
written warning being given. 

“IPCC Commissioner for West Mercia Derrick Campbell 
said: ‘It is disappointing that this man was forced to go 
through the police complaints appeal process twice for 
something that could and should have been dealt with by 
West Mercia police the first time around. It is important 
that the public are reassured that the police service takes 
their complaints seriously and treat them in the appropriate 
way. It is also very disappointing to know that the Police 
Federation feel it is acceptable practice to encourage public 
servants to not cooperate fully with IPCC investigations. 



“‘The behaviour of the officer in this case fell well below 
that expected of police officers and resulted in a 65-year-
old man receiving injuries that have caused him 
considerable pain and discomfort.’” 

On the IPCC Facebook page about this incident, Sam Skipp 
commented, “Pretty sure in any other job this would be 
deemed an instant dismissal offence.” 

Conclusion: Power corrupts, and that is why we need the 
IPCC. (64) 

“We Live in a Society that is like a Jungle, But I Never 
Thought We had So Many Good People to Make Up for 
It” 

On the morning of 8 July 2013, Joanna Christodoulou of 
Illawarra, New South Wales, Australia, was robbed after 
she had bought groceries for her church group to use to 
cook lunch for an elderly day care group. As she was 
slowly turning her car, a man opened the passenger-side 
door and grabbed her handbag, which contained $150 of 
church money. The man then ran to another car and 
escaped. Ms. Christodoulou said, “It was a terrible 
experience. It was so quick. I was so shocked, I nearly 
fainted.” Some people came to her aid. She said, “I found 
myself in the arms of this young man; I don’t know who he 
was or where he came from. I was trembling.” One of the 
people who came to her aid was Wollongong NRE Hawks 
(a basketball team) guard Rhys Martin. He offered to 
replace the money that had been stolen from her. She 
declined, but Mr. Martin and another man put $100 in one 
of her pockets. She said, “When I found the money in my 
pocket, I was ready to collapse for a second time. We live 
in a society that is like a jungle, but I never thought we had 
so many good people to make up for it.” Detective 
Inspector Darren Kelly, Wollongong police crime manager, 
said other similar robberies had recently taken place in the 



area. He said, “People need to be visual, be aware of who is 
around them. Sometimes people get a bit casual about 
leaving property around. It’s better to hold your bag than 
have it on a trolley or seat.” Ms. Christodoulou advised, 
“Lock your doors in the car when you’re driving. If I had 
my door locked, it wouldn’t have happened to me.” Mr. 
Martin and the Wollongong NRE Hawks donated a framed 
jersey, signed by Mr. Martin, for auction. The proceeds 
went to Ms. Christodoulou’s church group. Eight-year-old 
Jackson Paulic bought the jersey with $180 that he had 
been saving to buy a guitar. Jackson is a Hawks fan, and he 
wanted to help the robbery victim. His mother, Sue, said, 
“He asked if we could bid for the jersey, with the money he 
was saving for a guitar. Jackson said, “Mum and I look at 
the Hawks’ Facebook every day to see the news, and we 
heard about the lady who got mugged. It was sad, so I 
really wanted to buy it to help her.” Mr. Martin said about 
Jackson, “He’s a really good kid; it’s nice that he wants to 
do that. He has a really good heart.” Jackson’s good deed 
was noticed and rewarded. On 1 August 2013, Haworth 
Guitars gave a brand-new blue (Jackson’s favorite color) 
Martinez ‘‘Slim Jim’’ acoustic guitar to Jackson. Glenn 
Haworth, owner of Haworth Guitar, said, “He really 
deserves a guitar after doing what he did. Giving away a 
guitar to a good kid, it’s not a big deal for us but for an 
eight-year-old, it’s big. I know what it felt like to get my 
first guitar.” Jackson said, “It’s my first proper instrument 
ever. I’m really happy. This is really cool.” Mr. Haworth 
said, “If you do something good, it comes back to you. It’s 
all about karma.” (65) 

“She Picked Herself Up, and I Picked Up My Heart” 

A friend (who lives in London, England) of an anonymous 
blogger who has a WordPress blog titled “Good Deed A 
Day” wrote about this good deed: “[While we were 
w]alking along the waterfront by Strand on the Green near 



Kew, the tide had not come in yet and my husband and son 
spotted school books on the river bank. I struggled down 
some rickety slippery steps and eventually my son came to 
help. We gathered up lots of books, house keys, a 
calculator and art work for a boy in Grade 8. We found a 
name and school diary but no other details. I phoned the 
school on Monday and they were shocked… 10 minutes 
later, the [people who lost all the items] rang me and came 
over that night in horrible traffic. They brought me a 
£15.00 bouquet of flowers. Turns out, the dad’s car had 
been broken into and all they took was the boy’s backpack 
and chucked his work on the river bank. Apparently the 
boy was devastated that his art work had been stolen. I was 
happy to return it to him. It was lucky I had a plastic bag in 
my pocket to pick up everything, even though it was hard 
work to get down the steps to the river and there was a lot 
of mud.” In the same post appeared Mr. Leonel Ingram’s 
account of another good deed: “Two weeks ago while I was 
out for a 5 mile run on a busy street in my neighborhood, I 
saw another runner coming at me approximately 75 feet 
ahead. While I was running facing the traffic, she was 
running with the flow of traffic. In my 3 years of running I 
have always run against the flow of traffic — the reason, I 
want to see the driver, just in case the driver does not see 
me; at least this gives me the opportunity to jump out of the 
way. As fate would have it, a car coming at a fairly high 
rate of speed for a residential street, was making a bee-line 
right for the other runner. I was screaming at her to jump 
the curb. Thankfully she did and avoided getting hit, but the 
driver had no clue what could have happened, she was too 
busy on her cell phone and was not paying attention. Let 
me tell you, there were two runners quite shaken up. She 
picked herself up, and I picked up my heart.” (66) 

“The Last Thing You Want to Do [If You are a Crook] 
is Run Straight into Superman” 



On 22 June 2013, Superman arrested an alleged shoplifter 
who was fleeing from a store. Superman, in this case, is 
also known as Luke Junior, age 24, who was wearing a 
£500 Man of Steel Superman costume imported from 
Argentina while he helped out at the charity fundraising 
event known as Gleadless Valley Community Action 
Group day in Sheffield, South Yorks, England. Mr. Junior, 
who works as a security guard at a shopping centre, said, 
“The last thing you want to do [if you are a crook] is run 
straight into Superman. He was going nowhere but the 
police station. He tried to run away from the manager, so I 
grabbed him again and he was kicking off. Then I ended up 
physically restraining him against the window. The two 
policewomen were very professional. They didn’t even 
crack a smile, but I can imagine they might have done 
when they got to the police station later that night. But 
everyone else was cheering and clapping. Then the 
Superman music came on. [The crowd applauded him as 
the event’s PA system played the Superman theme.] I went 
back to the children and, as Superman would, I told them to 
always stay on the right side of the law.” Mr. Junior’s 
nickname really is Superman; he earned the nickname at 
age 16 or 17 after seeing a car accident: “I ended up 
dragging two boy racers out of their car when they smashed 
into my friend’s car.” He hopes to become a firefighter: 
“I’m waiting until the fire service can recruit again and then 
I want to save people.” He added, “When I was younger, I 
always said I wanted to be some sort of Superman and the 
things I’m doing at the moment, it’s like I already am.” 
Karen Bayliss, assistant manager at Heron Foods, where 
the alleged shoplifting took place, said, “We’d been 
watching the customer. A sales assistant and the manager 
confronted him outside. They needed some help and 
Superman came along.” (67) 



“A Drunk Driver Ran Through My Fence and Got 
Arrested. After He Got Out, He Came and Repaired the 
Damage” 

On 10 July 2013, Redditor AntiHero2563 posted on Imgur 
some photographs of a man repairing her white picket 
fence. On Reddit, AntiHero2563 explained the photos: “A 
drunk driver ran through my fence and got arrested. After 
he got out, he came and repaired the damage. Thanks for 
making it right!” Redditor DopeSickCanadian commented, 
“What a nice guy, It takes balls and humility to admit you 
f[**]ked up; it takes even more to actually go about 
correcting that f[**]k up.” And the oddly named Redditor 
PROSTITUTE_STRANGLER commented, “When you 
swallow your pride and do the right thing, it’s always 
rewarding. A guy did something similar to neighbours of 
mine. He was driving drunk and ran over their son’s bike. 
He ended up crashing into a tree and got arrested; after he 
got out, he knocked on their door with a brand-new bike for 
their son. I was over having lunch with them when he came 
with the new bike. That look on their child’s face is a look 
I’ll never forget; he was ecstatic that he got a brand-new 
bike and was able to start riding again.” (68) 

$500 for School Clothes 

Melissa Barthelemy moved to New York City to be a 
professional beautician, but she became a professional 
prostitute. She worked as a prostitute for three years, and 
she was last seen alive on 12 July 2009, when she was 24 
years old. In December 2010, her body was found wrapped 
in burlap in the sand dunes of Gilgo Beach, Long Island. 
Three other bodies were found close by her; later, six other 
bodies were found. Her family, whom Melissa loved, did 
not know that Melissa was working as a prostitute. When 
her little sister needed $100 for school clothes, Melissa sent 
her $500. As of July 2013, the Long Island serial murderer 



case is unsolved. Robert Kolker wrote about Melissa 
Barthelemy in the nonfiction book Lost Girls: An Unsolved 
American Mystery, published by HarperCollins. (69) 

“I’ll Try to Do This Without Crying, But …” 

On 31 August 2013, Ashley England and her family ate at 
the Stag-N-Doe pizza restaurant in China Grove, North 
Carolina. During the dinner, her eight-year-old special-
needs son, Riley, became, in her words, “a little rowdy.” 
Ms. England said, “He threw the phone and started 
screaming. The past few weeks have been very hard and 
trying for us — especially with public outings. Riley was 
getting loud and hitting the table, and I know it was 
aggravating to some people.” Then a waitress told her, “I’ll 
try to do this without crying, but another customer has paid 
for your bill tonight and wanted me to give you this note.” 
The note read, “God only gives special children to special 
people.” Riley has a severe form of epilepsy that resulted in 
seizures that started when he was 18 months old. Because 
of the severe form of epilepsy, Riley cannot speak, 
resulting in frustration for him that causes him to engage in 
rowdy behavior. Ms. England said, “Until a person has 
walked in the shoes we have walked in, they have no right 
to say one thing.” Because Riley is non-verbal, Ms. 
England has never heard him say to her, “I love you.” She 
said about other parents, “They take just a simple ‘I love 
you’ from your child for granted.” WBTV (Charlotte, 
North Carolina) reporter Brigida Mack asked her, “Because 
you have never heard that from your son?” Ms. England 
replied, “Never. Never.” She said about the kindness of the 
mystery Good Samaritan, “To have someone do that small 
act towards us shows that some people absolutely 
understand what we are going through and how hard it is to 
face the public sometimes. They made me cry, blessed me 
more than they know — I felt like out of all the rude 
negative comments that we are faced with — these 



outweighs them. The people who care!” She added, “Little 
did he know what struggles we had been facing lately and 
this was surely needed at that moment. Thank you!” (70) 

A Prayer for Abortionists 

“Honey Badger did pray almost daily. For example, she 
once prayed, ‘Thank you, God, for abortionists, including 
late-term abortionists, because they save women’s lives. 
Sometimes, a fetus does not develop correctly. Often, these 
fetuses are spontaneously aborted — we call these natural 
abortions miscarriages. These abortions follow the natural 
laws that you, God, set up. However, sometimes a woman 
who should miscarry does not miscarry. For example, in 
her fifth month of pregnancy a woman may find out that 
the fetus she is carrying does not have a brain and many of 
its organs are outside its body when they should be inside 
its body. Furthermore, the woman may discover that she 
will die unless this fetus — that has no chance of viability 
— is aborted. Fortunately, you, God, work through doctors. 
That woman needs to go to a late-term abortionist and get 
an abortion to save her life. Such abortionists are heroes. 
The definition of a hero is a person who risks his or her life 
in order to help other people. Abortionists risk their lives to 
help other people. For example, abortionist George Tiller 
was murdered — in church! — because he saved the lives 
of women by giving them necessary, safe, and legal 
abortions. God, please bless abortionists and especially 
late-term abortionists who provide safe and legal 
abortions.’” NOTE: Source of Excerpt: Martina Donna 
Ramone, Honey Badger Goes to Hell. For mature readers. 
This book tells the life and times of Honey Badger, a young 
activist who lived a good life but was raped and murdered 
and decided to visit Hell before climbing the Mountain of 
Purgatory. Free download at Smashwords. (71) 

Respect 



On 7 September 2013, Redditor noodleknoodle posted a 
photograph on Imgur of a young black man and an old 
woman. This is the caption: “Took a pic of a young man 
holding hands with a frail old lady, carrying her grocery 
bag, and slowly walking her through a busy parking lot. 
Respect.” Redditor dinosaurbombshelter commented, “Oh 
my god I know them! He always takes her grocery 
shopping and gets her meds with her. They live in the 
apartments near the shopping center there. He then comes 
back and shops for himself after he’s done. He’s really nice 
and funny, and she’s very sweet, always has a story to tell 
to anyone who listens!” And Redditor HearHimHearHim 
commented, “I work in the pharmacy of a little town, and 
we fill a lot of our old folks’ prescriptions. A lot of them 
don’t have kids who visit them. Some are alone because 
their spouses have already passed. The time they come in 
for their prescriptions may be the only social interaction 
they get. I’m always cheery and smiling ear-to-ear when 
they enter the shop. The younger employees make fun of 
me and it hurts my feelings, but they just don’t understand. 
Knowing our time together is so significant to them makes 
it worth it.” And NoWittyUserName commented, “There 
used to be a local guy that everyone knew because he was 
crazy. No one felt comfortable with him, and some were 
downright afraid to be around him. They would make fun 
of him and then mock me because I would actually take the 
time to speak with him. Some of his stories were outlandish 
(but who knows … maybe they were true). I worked two 
jobs and he knew where both were. Eventually he’d stop by 
a few times a week just to talk or to tell me that he was 
headed to the local soup kitchen for lunch, what he did that 
day, just general small talk and conversation. Yeah, he was 
crazy, but there wasn’t anything wrong with him as a 
person. As time passed, his conversation was more fluid 
and easy going. To most it’s nothing, but it meant a lot to 
know that a person with severe mental issues was able to 



open up and socialize without feeling that I was mocking 
him.” (72) 

“Do You Need Help?” “Yes, Please” 

On 1 October 2013 during rush hour in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, Jill Fowler’s daughter, Mia, had an allergic 
reaction to peanuts. Jill Fowler was driving on Interstate 
277 and she could not pull over, so she stopped in the 
middle of the highway. Fortunately, a woman appeared and 
asked her, “Do you need help?” She did need help. She was 
eight months pregnant, and her two-year-old daughter had 
eaten a cookie with peanuts in it at a friend’s house. Mia 
said, “It’s a bad cookie.” Her mother said, “She was 
drinking a ton of water, but I didn’t notice any hives on her 
so I still felt she was okay. Maybe just something got 
caught in her throat.” Unfortunately, Mia soon grew worse. 
Jill Fowler said, “The second I got on to 277, it was exactly 
5:30 rush hour and I looked back and she had started 
drooling and the breathing had gotten a lot more harder for 
her.” Jill Fowler needed to stop the car. She said, “I stopped 
my car then and there, put my flashers on, got out. The 
second I opened the door I heard a woman say, ‘Do you 
need help?’ And I was like, ‘Yes, please.’ I was frantic and 
shaky, and I knew that Mia was getting worse by the 
second.” The Good Samaritan was middle-aged, taller, 
slender, and blond. She drove a gray Mini-cooper. Jill 
Fowler said, “I kind of blanked. I couldn’t remember how 
to use the epi-pen, how to open the epi-pen, and she was so 
calm. She helped me do everything.” An epi-pen is an 
Epinephrine Auto-Injector, and it is used when someone is 
showing symptoms of a possibly life-threatening allergic 
reaction (anaphylaxis). Mia is now fine. Jill Fowler did not 
get the Good Samaritan woman’s name, but she wants to 
say thank you to her. Mia also knows what to say to her. 
Mia said, “Thank you.” Jill Fowler posted this online the 
day after the Good Samaritan saved her daughter’s life: 



“Yesterday I experienced [a] living nightmare. Mia has a 
nut allerg[y] and she ate a cookie that contained nuts in it 
right before leaving her friend[’]s house. Within 5 minutes 
of being in the car she was having trouble breathing, 
drooling and throwing up. I was grid locked on 277 in 5:30 
rush hour. I had to stop my car in the middle of the lane to 
administer the epi pens and they took Mia to the hospital 
via ambulance. She was terrified and so was I! I could not 
have done it without the kind person who stopped and 
risked her life to help little Mia! She did not hesitate to stop 
her car in the middle of the lane during the busiest time of 
the day. She was the one who administered both pens 
because I was so frantic … we worked as a team and things 
may have turned out differently without her help. She 
stayed by our side until medic[s] arrived all while her son 
sat in the front seat of her car. I need to find her to let her 
know what a good person she is. Thankful for the kind 
people in this world.” (73) 

“Good Thing You’re OK. Now You Have to Cure 
Cancer. Those are the Rules” 

On 1 August 2013, alida-dear posted this on Reddit to 
thank a man who saved her life: 

“I thank you. The adrenaline is still pushing through my 
veins. I always, always look both ways before crossing the 
street and today was no different. I pride myself in being 
conscious and aware when I walk downtown, but today was 
not cautious enough. 

“I keep thinking that this could have been my last morning. 
How did I spend it? By being a brat. I was cross with my 
significant other over something trivial as he rushed out the 
door to work. I humored one of my usual ‘bus friends’ by 
being cordial and hearing about his weekend, but I secretly 
kept thinking to myself that I’d rather be reading. And then 
came my stop and I exited the bus. 



“I crossed the street and stood on the sidewalk waiting for 
the next walk signal. I untangled my headphones, placed 
the earbuds in my ears and grinned as David Bowie’s voice 
filled my head. Then I saw the crosswalk signal. I looked 
left. I looked right. I stepped off the curb and began my 
daily ritual of power walking to my office, but was 
interrupted by a hard yank on my right arm. I looked up at 
my attacker with confusion. And then the bus went 
rumbling past from my left. 

“I should have been more careful. I thanked you and you 
smiled and walked away. I started walking to work and 
couldn’t control my emotions and my eyes welled up. I 
don’t think anyone has ever saved my life before. 

“So, kind sir, I just wanted to say thank you. I will try to 
live my life better than I have been.” 

Redditor GoldandBlue commented, “It’s funny because I 
bet he doesn’t think much [about] it. He was probably just 
helping a careless (at the time) person out. I hope he reads 
this. I just saw LA Weekly tweeted this story so hopefully 
the good samaritan realizes the effect he had on someone. 

“Good thing you’re OK. Now you have to cure cancer. 
Those are the rules.” (74) 

“SEND PIZZA RM 4112” 

On 24 April 2013, Hazel Hammersley, aka Hazelnut, age 
two, was diagnosed with High-Risk, Stage 3 
Neuroblastoma, a form of cancer. People who love her do 
fun and silly things for her. For example, when Hazel went 
back to Children’s Hospital Los Angeles (California) “for 
Round #5 of Chemo, her mother and grandmother taped 
these letters to Hazel’s 4th floor window at the hospital: 
“SEND PIZZA RM 4112.” A few days went by with 
nothing happening, and then someone posted a photo of the 
sign on Reddit and suddenly dozens of pizzas started 



coming to the 4th floor of the hospital. On 14 July 2013, 
Hazel’s mother, Lauren, wrote on her blog, Our Little 
Hazelnut, “Hazel woke up from her nap to the smell of 
pizza and was so excited to chow down! Several other 
children and nurses came into the room, with music 
playing, and had themselves a wonderful Pizza Party. As of 
yesterday evening, there was more than 20 boxes delivered 
and more was coming! We had such a great time! 
However, due to the sheer number of pizzas and inquiries 
from the media, the hospital has asked that the pizza 
deliveries end and thank everyone for their support.” (75) 

“Doctors of Reddit. Have You Ever Seen Someone 
Outside of Work and Thought ‘Wow, That Person 
Needs to Go to the Hospital NOW’” 

On 15 July 2013, Ulbador posted this question on Reddit: 
“Doctors of Reddit. Have you ever seen someone outside of 
work and thought ‘Wow, that person needs to go to the 
hospital NOW.’ What were the symptoms that made you 
think this?” Here are some replies:  

1) Nurse Practitioner RMEffinP wrote, “I once saved a man 
who was having a heart attack. He had been driving the car 
in front of me and was driving very poorly, so I passed to 
take a look at him and give him the ‘what the f[*]ck is your 
problem’ face, but as I did I saw immediately that 
something was wrong. About that time his car pulled off 
the road and stopped. I stopped and got out to see what was 
going on and call 911. I helped him out of the car and got 
him sitting down in the grass talking, getting information, 
and after a few minutes he suddenly slumped over. No 
pulse. I laid him down and started CPR. Thankfully, the 
ambulance arrived a minute or two later. It was truly a case 
of incredibly luck for him. He ended up living and I’m 
fairly close with his family now.”  



2) Doctor_Watson wrote, “At the library one evening, I 
watched a man massage his left arm for [a] moment, stretch 
out his hand, and noticed it was bright red. All the veins in 
his arm were dilated without corresponding dilation on the 
other arm. Walked up and asked him if that happens a lot. 
‘Every now and then,’ he said. I told him I was a doctor 
and [asked] if I could do a simple test with his wrists 
(Adson’s sign). Did it, radial pulse was obliterated, told 
him to talk with his doctor about Thoracic Outlet 
Syndrome. Boom: 3 weeks later he is scheduling a rib 
removal for TOS from a cardiothoracic surgeon.” 
Doctor_Watson added, “I didn’t tell him I was a dentist.”  

3) Sweetalkersweetalker wrote, “I was in the front row at a 
concert with a locally-known bluegrass band. Probably 600 
in the audience. Suddenly, in the middle of a f[*]cking 
song, one of the fiddle players throws her fiddle aside and 
leaps from the stage into the crowd. She then starts beating 
on this guy’s chest with both fists clenched. People try to 
wrench her away from the guy — I figured he was her ex 
or something — but the lead singer spoke into the 
microphone that the woman was a certified RN and could 
everyone please make room while she was performing 
CPR. Turns out she had seen him turn blue and faint while 
standing. She knew there were only seconds left before the 
guy died. He’s still alive and works at my local post 
office.” Sweetalkersweetalker added, “The concert stopped 
after that, but she got up and took the microphone and told 
everyone what happened. She said she was watching him 
sway to the music, and that suddenly he got very still while 
staring out in front of him. His eyes got unfocused. He was 
still standing, but when it looked like he was about to fall 
over she jumped to help him. That’s when she noticed his 
lips were blue, and she started CPR. He had some kind of 
stroke (he was in his 50s at the time) and she told us that if 
we ever saw someone exhibit those signs, that we should 



call 911 and that everyone should get certified in CPR, that 
free classes on it were available at the YMCA. She was 
pretty badass. I haven’t seen her play again with the band, 
though. IIRC [If I Remember Correctly] she was a last-
minute replacement that night for their regular fiddler.”  

4) Barndin wrote, “I randomly sat with a med grad student 
at dorm dinner once my freshman year of college because 
she was the friend of a friend … and I pointed out that I had 
this red line going from this ingrown-hair-like bump on my 
wrist all the way up into my shoulder, following my vein. 
She told me to stop eating and get to the emergency room, 
that it was a staph infection and it was heading for my 
heart. The doctor at the ER said (as he stuck me with an IV) 
that had I waited another couple hours I definitely would be 
in very rough shape and/or dead.” (76) 

Maxwell Begley: Honorary Member of the Clarington, 
Ontario, Canada, chapter of the Canadian Motorcycle 
Cruisers 

After the family of 13-year-old Maxwell Begley, who has 
autism, loves motorcycles, and lives in Oshawa, Ontario, 
Canada, received an anonymous hate letter saying that he 
should be euthanized, the Clarington, Ontario, chapter of 
the Canadian Motorcycle Cruisers rallied around him and 
made him an honorary member. The hate letter ended, “Do 
the right thing and move or euthanize him!!! Either way, 
we are ALL better off!!! Sincerely, One pissed off mother!” 
Rob Cochrane, the head of the Clarington chapter, CMC 
094, said, “It started off with a few of our members, I 
thought it was going to be 10-30 bikes and this thing has 
just totally taken off. We’re getting support on our 
Facebook page from all over the world.” Approximately 
200 bikes participated in the rally. Mr. Cochrane said about 
the hate letter, “We were completely disgusted just like 
everybody else that’s seen it. It hit home because it’s close 



to our neighbourhood [and] we have some members from 
our motorcycle club who have autistic children, so I got in 
contact with the family.” Maxwell’s mother, Karla Begley, 
said about the hate letter, “It made me sick to my stomach 
to think that somebody hated my son that much and they 
didn’t even know him. But they just hated him because he 
was different. That’s the only reason they had to hate him.” 
She added about her son, “He doesn’t know anything about 
the letter. He loves the attention, he thinks he’s famous.” 
Ms. Begley added about the writer of the letter, “If they 
don’t like different people, they should move away and be 
a hermit, because life is full of unexpected stuff, and that’s 
what makes it interesting. That’s what I say to my husband 
every day.” The letter was sent to Maxwell’s grandmother, 
Brenda Millson, who lives in Newcastle. Maxwell 
sometimes stays with her because his mother has multiple 
sclerosis and uses a wheelchair. Fortunately, many people, 
including the members of the Clarington, Ontario, chapter 
of the Canadian Motorcycle Cruisers, have rallied around 
Maxwell. 

On August 28, Karla Begley published an open letter about 
her son and the hate letter on Love That Max: Special 
Needs Blog. The hate letter mentioned the noise that Max 
makes. Karla wrote, “If Max’s sounds bother someone, I’d 
hope that person would let us know in a respectful way. 
Give us a chance to handle it instead of being cowardly 
about it. I’d rather people bring things out in the open. 
Sometimes, kids come up to me and ask, ‘Why does he talk 
funny?’ The parents are embarrassed. But if the mom isn’t 
going to talk properly to a child, or teach him that kids with 
autism are not contagious, I will! It’s important to help kids 
understand and not be fearful from a young age. I’ll tell 
children, ‘He has autism and he has trouble with speech, 
but you can say ‘hi’ to him.’ And then I'll have Max say 



‘hi’ back and it’s OK. I’d rather kids ask than grow up to be 
the sort of people who write nasty letters about autism!”  

She wrote more about life with Max and the therapy he has 
gotten, and she ended the letter with this paragraph: “Over 
the years, people have often said to us, ‘God only gives you 
what you can handle.’ But last night, I said to my husband, 
‘I think God finally thought the Begleys have had enough!’ 
The community rallying around us has been amazing, the 
outpouring of support is awesome. It puts your faith back in 
humanity: Yes, people are generally good.” (77) 

The Woman with the Angel-Wings Tattoo 

Seven-month-old Joshua Bauer of Riverside, California, 
needed a liver transplant to save his life; on 27 August 
2013, he got one from a young woman who has angel 
wings tattooed on her back. In April 2013, Joshua was 
diagnosed with biliary atresia: the bile ducts that carry 
waste out of his body were blocked. His body was yellow 
with the wastes that stayed in his body. Trinity 
Hollingsworth, age 24, of Moreno Valley, was a friend of 
Joshua’s mother: Michelle Bauer. Ms. Hollingsworth had 
Joshua’s blood type (O negative), and her body was small 
boned enough that she was a suitable liver donor for 
Joshua. Ms. Hollingsworth said, “I have an 8-month-old 
who’s healthy, and I look at the 7-month-old who is dying 
right in front of his mom’s eyes. I want Michelle to have 
the same blessing I have with my daughter every day. I 
want her to be able to experience the mommy life.” 
Michelle Bauer said, “It’s like a miracle. She’s saving his 
life. Without the transplant, he probably wouldn’t make it 
to a year.” Ms. Hollingsworth donated part of her liver, but 
it is expected to regenerate itself by Halloween. Dr. Yuri 
Genyk, director of abdominal organ transplants at Keck 
Hospital of the University of Southern California in Los 
Angeles, California, said about Joshua, “He has an 



excellent chance of growing up normally.” Ms. 
Hollingsworth said, “I would hope somebody would do the 
same if my daughter was sick.” (78) 

“She’s My Little Hero. My Lifesaver, and Yeah, I’m So 
Proud of Her” 

On 8 July 2013, Tiffany Higgins jumped into the 
swimming pool at her apartment complex, but she hit her 
head on the side of the pool. While a friend tended to her, 
Tiffany’s six-year-old daughter, Jadyn, a Meadowbrook 
Elementary School first grader, called 911. Soon, 
paramedics arrived. Tiffany said, “I had a little bit of 
swelling on the brain, but it went away on its own. She’s 
my little hero. My lifesaver, and yeah, I’m so proud of 
her.” Jadyn learned how to dial 911 when she was two 
years old, but a year ago, a mishap occurred when she and a 
cousin were playing with a telephone and one of them 
accidentally dialed 911. Tiffany said, “Her and her cousin, 
Nina, were playing on the payphone just dialing numbers. 
All of the sudden, the police show up!” On 26 August 
2013, the Mid-America Regional Council’s Public Safety 
Communications Program gave Jadyn a “911 Hero Award” 
and the Gladstone Department of Public Safety gave her a 
“Citizen Commendation Award.” (79) 

“I Appreciate That 1,000 Times” 

In August 2013, police officer Tyler York, age 31, stopped 
for lunch at the Paris Coffee Shop in Fort Worth, Texas. 
Due to a softball accident earlier in 2013, he had lost some 
teeth and has to chew his food carefully. Partway through 
lunch, he started choking. He said, “The panic was 
tremendous. I couldn’t breathe.” Mike Smith, owner of the 
Paris Coffee Shop, said, “I heard him in distress, and I 
knew he was in trouble, so I jumped up as soon as I could 
and I ran back here.” An employee tried the Heimlich 
maneuver, but failed to dislodge the food, so Mr. Smith 



tried it, too. He said, “I jumped in and did the Heimlich 
maneuver on him like I’m supposed to. And I was afraid 
[with] my size I was going to break his ribs, but I just 
wanted to make sure he got it out so he could breathe.” 
This time, the Heimlich maneuver worked. The Fort Worth 
police department gave Mr. Smith a plaque bearing these 
words: “For providing extraordinary service and effort to 
save the life of a Fort Worth Police Officer, T. York, on 
August 7, 2013.” Fort Worth Police Chief Jeffrey Halstead 
said, “Mike, you’re a hero. Thank you.” Chief Halstead 
told NBC News, “It stresses the fact that all of us can be 
engaged in a life-saving effort. You never know; that life 
you save could be a loved one, could be a family member, 
could be a police officer.” Mr. York said, “I just want to 
thank him again for saving my life. He went above and 
beyond the call of duty to save an officer’s life when 
nobody else would, and I appreciate that 1,000 times. I 
can’t say it enough.” The plaque will go up on a wall of the 
restaurant with photographs of celebrities and sports stars 
and other customers who have eaten at the Paris Coffee 
Shop. (80) 

“Stayin’ Alive” 

Sharon Thorneywork, who lives in Great Britain, once 
saved a man’s life while singing the Bee Gees’ song 
“Stayin’ Alive.” She was on a bus when a man in the seat 
behind her collapsed onto the floor. She yelled to the bus 
driver, “Call an ambulance!” The man turned blue — 
almost purple. She tried to find a pulse, but she could not. 
Then she asked the other people on the bus, “Does anyone 
know CPR?” No one came forward, and so she started 
doing CPR on the man. Ms. Thorneywork remembered, 
“Although I work at Birmingham Children’s Hospital, it’s 
not in a medical role and I haven’t had first-aid training. I 
vaguely recalled a video of Vinnie Jones doing chest 
compressions to the tune of ‘Stayin’ Alive’ because it has 



the right tempo for the procedure — 100 beats a minute.” 
She started doing chest compressions while singing, “You 
can tell by the way I use my walk / I’m a woman’s man, no 
time to talk.” Because her mother was a big fan of the Bee 
Gees, Ms. Thorneywork knew all the words to the song. A 
rapid-response paramedic showed up and told her to carry 
on with the chest compressions while he got his kit, 
including a heart monitor. Ms. Thorneywork said, “The 
heart monitor showed a flat line, so the paramedic used a 
defibrillator to try to restart his heart. That was 
unsuccessful and I carried on pumping [the victim’s 
chest].” An ambulance arrived, and another paramedic 
began performing the chest compressions. The paramedics 
also continued to shock the man’s heart. Ms. Thorneywork 
was afraid that the man would die, but she received good 
news: “Two hours later a policeman rang and told me the 
man was breathing on his own. I was over the moon. I also 
learned that I had been doing chest compressions for 18 
minutes and that my efforts had saved his life — the 
paramedics only shocked him repeatedly because I had kept 
the blood circulating. It would have been pointless 
otherwise.” Two months later, the man whose life she had 
saved — Terry Holly — contacted her. They met, and he 
gave her a thank-you gift: an engraved heart. She said, “It 
was wonderful to see him looking so much better. Although 
we’d never met before and never will again, I felt a close 
bond with Terry. He told me that he’d had a pacemaker 
fitted and we joked about ‘Stayin’ Alive’ being our song — 
definitely the extended remix version.” (81) 

“I Just Want Him to Know that He did Save Her Life, 
and if It Wasn’t for Him I Wouldn’t have a Little Girl 
Any More” 

On 17 September 2013 in Gosberton, Lincolnshire, 
England, Beckie Thompson, a 21-year-old trainee nurse, 
lost control of her car while swerving to avoid a van. Her 



car went into a water-filled ditch, and her four-month-old 
daughter, Imogen, was underwater for what witnesses 
estimated to be four minutes. When Imogen was pulled 
from the water, she was blue and appeared to be lifeless. 
Ms. Thompson handed Imogen to a woman who had 
stopped. Ms. Thompson said, “She laid her on the 
riverbank, and a lad, luckily, just laid her out and started 
doing CPR. He was crying, he was very upset. To be 
honest, I don’t think anybody expected her to wake up.” 
For two or three minutes, the mystery man gave Imogen 
CPR. Ms. Thompson said, “Then she [Imogen] made a 
noise, and then he started to cry a little bit more, but kept 
going until she was screaming. The emergency services 
told the lady that was on the phone, if she’s crying that’s 
the best sign that she can give.” Imogen was airlifted to a 
hospital, but the mystery man left before anyone could get 
his name or contact information. Ms. Thompson said, 
“He’s left no information or anything with the police or 
anything, so I just want him to know that he did save her 
life, and if it wasn’t for him I wouldn’t have a little girl any 
more. I owe her life to him, so I am really, really grateful.” 
(82) 

Scott Cosper: “My Main Goal was to Get This Young 
Lady Out. I was Not Going to Sit There and Watch Her 
Burn Up” 

During the morning of 24 September 2013 in Timber Ridge 
Drive in Douglasville, Georgia, Janet Uriostegui’s car 
flipped over and started burning. Ms. Uriostegui, age 23, 
was trapped inside. She said, “There was a point where I 
didn’t think I was going to get out of the car.” Scott Cosper, 
an investigator for the Douglas County District Attorney’s 
Office, ran to help her. He said, “I see the fear on her face. 
She’s screaming for us to help her. My main goal was to 
get this young lady out. I was not going to sit there and 
watch her burn up.” Ms. Uriostegui said, “I remember 



kicking the glass, and it wouldn’t break. I thought at one 
point, ‘This is where everyone else is going to find me.’” 
Mr. Cosper tried to use a street sign to break the 
windshield, but it didn’t break. Fortunately, someone 
handed him a crowbar, and he used it to break the window. 
Ms. Uriostegui said, “I remember him reaching his hands, 
and I grabbed his arms, and that’s when he had pulled me 
out.” Mr. Cosper normally doesn’t take that road to 
work. He said, “I was in the right place at the right time, 
and only God knows why he put me there. It’s a good 
thing, it really is.” Ms. Uriostegui said about Mr. Cosper, 
“He’s my hero and I thank him and his family and 
blessings for him.” Mr. Cosper said, “It’s a good thing 
everybody is OK and everybody slept in their beds last 
night.” (83) 

“I Kind of Grabbed Her Leg and Got My Arm Around 
Her, and, and Hoisted Her Out. And Poor Thing, She 
was Screaming and It was an Awful Situation” 

In September 2013, Jim Buck came across an accident as 
he was driving County Road 11 in Independence, 
Minnesota. A woman had crashed into a tree, and her 2000 
Dodge Caravan had caught on fire. Mr. Buck, who took 
action immediately, said, “Pure instinct. It was just, you 
know, I didn’t have time to think.” He went to the van and 
realized that he needed to get the driver out before the van 
fully caught on fire. He said, “I kind of grabbed her leg and 
got my arm around her, and, and hoisted her out. And poor 
thing, she was screaming and it was an awful situation.” 
West Hennepin County Sergeant Gary Kroells said that Mr. 
Buck accomplished the rescue “just seconds, to maybe 
minutes before the vehicle completely caught on fire.” 
Carly Buck, Jim’s 10-year-old daughter, who was with him 
during the rescue, said, “I thought the car was going to 
explode.” Sergeant Kroells added, “What’s miraculous 
about it is the vehicle was far enough in the ditch that most 



people would’ve possibly driven by it just thinking it was a 
vehicle in the ditch.” The woman suffered injuries, which 
Sergeant Kroells listed as “lacerated liver, bleeding of the 
brain, broken leg, so she’s very lucky because if James 
Buck would not have stopped that night the outcome would 
have been very different.” Mr. Buck said, “I’m just very 
thankful that I could, I could be there to help. … The 
meaning in our life is found in unexpected ways.” 
According to new articles citing the police, alcohol was a 
factor in the accident. (84) 

“In a Matter of Two Minutes, I Just Heard a Big Boom. 
This Guy Saved My Life” 

On 4 September 2013 along westbound state Route 54 in 
National City, California, a Good Samaritan named 
German Regin got Ricardo Tavizon out of a burning SUV 
just before it exploded into flames. Mr. Tavizon said, “In a 
matter of two minutes, I just heard a big boom. This guy 
saved my life. I owe a big thanks to this guy.” After Mr. 
Tavizon pulled his SUV over, Mr. Regin also pulled his 
vehicle over. Mr. Regin said, “And I told him, ‘What’s 
going on, man?’ And he was like, ‘I don’t know. It’s just 
not accelerating.’ And I told him, ‘Get out — it’s 
burning.’” Mr. Tavizon said, “He told me to get out of the 
car because there were flames coming out — that was the 
best thing to do, just get out and run.” Mr. Regin said, “I’m 
just glad he’s okay.” (85) 

“She Wasn’t Breathing. I Thought She Wasn’t Going to 
Live Unless I Did Something So I Made a Call — I 
Tried My Best to Rip the Door Off the Hinges and I Got 
in and Began Working to Stabilize Her” 

On 4 September 2013, a hero showed up following a two-
vehicle accident in Odessa, Texas, that sent five people to 
the hospital. The hero is Louis Serrano III, who works as a 
nurse at a dialysis clinic and who is a former Intensive Care 



Unit nurse. Mr. Serrano heard the impact of the crash. He 
said, “I got to the site and saw the first victim struggling 
out of the driver’s side — the car was smoking. I saw his 
injuries and thought, ‘Man, I need to make sure this guy 
doesn’t bleed out.’” The person he described is 17-year-old 
Edgar Polanco, driver of a 2001 tan Mercury Grand 
Marquis. According to a news release from the Odessa 
Police Department, the Grand Marquis ran a red light and 
collided with a Lincoln Navigator. Mr. Serrano checked the 
medical condition of the two people in the Navigator: 
driver 32-year-old Yvonne Natividad and passenger 44-
year-ago Robert Gomez. He said that they were “pretty 
banged up and in shock,” but stabilized. The three people in 
the Grand Marquis — Mr. Polanco, and Odessa High 
School students 15-year-old Alicia Valdez and 16-year-old 
Kaely Chacon — needed much more help. Mr. Serrano 
stabilized Mr. Polanco’s neck, and then he asked a 
bystander to keep Mr. Polanco from moving. Mr. Serrano 
said, “There was a young lady [Ms. Chacon] on the other 
side of the car, so I went to stabilize her and put another 
bystander there to make sure she didn’t move her neck.” 
Ms. Valdez was crumpled on the floorboard in the back. 
Mr. Serrano said, “She wasn’t breathing. I thought she 
wasn’t going to live unless I did something so I made a call 
— I tried my best to rip the door off the hinges and I got in 
and began working to stabilize her.” Mr. Serrano freed Ms. 
Valdez’ diaphragm, and she began to breath, so he turned 
her on her side. As he waited for paramedics, he made sure 
that her airway stayed open and that she had a pulse while 
they waited for paramedics. Mr. Serrano said later, “I told 
my mom yesterday I just felt helpless.” He had spent 14 
years as a nurse in an ICU, but he said that this situation 
was different: “There we have time to prepare — this felt 
like it took three hours, but it was really just a few 
minutes.” He praised the emergency responders, saying that 
“it was a horrible scene, but I don’t think it could be 



handled any better.” He added, “There were other 
healthcare professionals there working to help out. I never 
stopped to look up and ask who’s who — I just went on 
autopilot.” (86) 

“There’s Flames Under the Car! It’s Going to Blow! 
Get Him Back, Get Him Back!”  

On 1 September 2013, male police officer Ashley McLamb 
had an accident with a patrol car on Wilson’s Mills Road in 
Wilson Mills, North Carolina. The patrol car ended up in a 
drainage ditch and caught on fire, but three Good 
Samaritans rescued officer McLamb. Kathy Hoffman 
recorded the rescue on her cellphone. On the recording, she 
yells at the rescuers, “There’s flames under the car! It’s 
going to blow! Get him back, get him back!” The rescuers 
— Terry Joyner, his son, and a third man — tried to kick in 
a window, then succeeded in yanking a door open. Terry 
Joyner said, “We just started snatching the door open till 
we got through … and we pulled the door all the way open, 
and that’s when we drug him out.” Officer McLamb was 
dazed. Ms. Hoffman said, “I asked him, ‘Do you know 
your name?’ He said no. ‘Can you count 1, 2, 3?’ No. ‘Are 
you hurt anywhere? Can you tell us?’ He just really could 
not talk or respond.” Chief David Hess said, “We’re very 
blessed that people in the community were there, they were 
proactive and that God placed them at the right place at the 
right time. I just really hope the gentleman’s OK. I’d like to 
find out how he’s doing. We all have said prayers for him.” 
(87) 

“He was Bleeding Profusely and Mumbling that No One 
was Helping Him” 

On 1 September 2013, a 28-year-old man named Eknath 
Korlekar fell off a train near the Mumbra and Kalwa tracks 
in India. A 35-year-old female Good Samaritan named 
Maimuna Pathan, who earns her living doing odd jobs, 



helped him. Ms. Pathan said, “I had just returned from 
work and was drinking tea, when a few neighbours started 
talking about someone falling off the train. I threw the tea 
[away] and also rushed towards the spot to find a man 
trying to walk towards us. He was bleeding profusely and 
mumbling that no one was helping him.” She put some 
cloth on his injuries to help stop the bleeding. She said, 
“While I was trying to help him, a few of my neighbours 
told me to stay away from the matter as I could get in 
trouble with the railway police. But I told them to go away, 
as I was not going to sit and watch the man die.” She then 
took Mr. Korlekar to the railway police at Mumbra station, 
and Mr. Korlekar next went to Thane civil hospital. Ms. 
Pathan stayed with him until some of his relatives arrived. 
She said, “I did not want to leave him. I thought I should 
ensure that he was taken care of properly, so I went to the 
hospital as well. His relatives, who came in later, offered 
me money, but I refused and told them I will come to meet 
him later.” Santosh Korlekar, Eknath’s elder brother, 
stated, “All he said was that he was standing at the door to 
get off at Thane station when he fell off. We did not ask 
him anything else as he is in pain and trauma. GRP 
[Government Railway Police] officials have taken his 
statement.” Dr. UD Marulkar, medical superintendent, 
Thane Civil Hospital, said, “The patient’s shoulder bone is 
fractured, and he has multiple injuries on the scalp. He is 
conscious and his vital statistics are stable. We have done a 
CT scan of [his] brain and are waiting for the reports.” (88) 

“I Don’t Know What would have Happened if She 
wasn’t Here to Rescue Me” 

In the summer of 2013 in Plymouth, Massachusetts, Adam 
Simmons was working on the brakes of his daughter’s 
5,600-pound Jeep Liberty when the car jacks collapsed and 
his leg was pinned under a wheel rotor. He said, “All of a 
sudden, it collapsed towards me, landed on my leg, pinning 



me right to the ground.” He added that it was “very painful. 
I was screaming for help.” Rachael, his 22-year-old 
daughter, heard him screaming. She said, “I ran out of the 
house and I saw him under my car. I just lifted so he could 
get free. It was just the adrenaline rushing right through my 
body. I don’t know if I would have been able to do it 
otherwise.” Paramedics took him to a hospital. He had 
lacerations, and his daughter had a sore back. Mr. Simmons 
said about his daughter, “She’s my hero for it. I don’t know 
what would have happened if she wasn’t here to rescue 
me.” (89) 

“They Didn’t Know If I was Going to Wake Up. 
Coming Back from Being Dead, This is My Second 
Chance” 

In early September 2013, Kai Lapschies was surfing near 
Kalama beach in Waikiki, Hawaii, after graduating from 
Punahou High School. A wave came in, he caught it, and 
that is the last thing that he remembers. He had not yet 
taken his daily medication, and he suffered a seizure in the 
water. Fortunately, a surfer named Kelly Patrick was 
nearby. She said, “All I see is his hair underwater.” She 
screamed for help and paddled over to him on her 
surfboard. She said, “When I got right in front of him, I 
jumped off my board, grabbed him from under his arms, 
pulled him out of the water, kept his head up and as soon as 
his head came out of the water, his face was white and 
foam was coming out of his mouth.” She performed CPR 
on him until lifeguards arrived. Mr. Lapschies’ best friend, 
Noah Takaesu, also performed CPR on him, and Ms. 
Patrick’s friend Olya helped pull him out of the water. Mr. 
Lapschies spent three weeks in a hospital — for 11 of those 
days he was in a coma. When the two met after he got out 
of the hospital, Mr. Lapschies gave Ms. Patrick a tuberose 
lei. Mr. Lapschies said, “They didn’t know if I was going to 



wake up. Coming back from being dead, this is my second 
chance.” (90) 

“When I Lifted Him Up, I Said, ‘Can You Hear Me?’ 
And He Said, ‘I’m Dying’” 

On Wednesday, 4 September 2013, Bart Griffiths retrieved 
a ball that Grant Calverley had hit for a home run in a 
Recreation League men’s softball game at the Willow Park 
Sports Complex in Logan, Utah. He also saved a man’s 
life. The ball had landed just beyond the left-center-field 
fence, which is near an irrigation canal. Mr. Griffiths said, 
“I picked up the ball, and I was flipping it and just walking 
back to bring it in and, I mean, I don’t know what made me 
glance over there. I mean, I was on the other side of the 
parking lot.” He added, “I was picking it up and walking 
back in, and I glanced over toward the swamp and I thought 
I saw something gray. What it was, was the tire of the 
wheelchair sticking up. And I thought, ‘Why is somebody 
dumping something in the swamp?’ … And when I went 
over to investigate and I saw the wheelchair, I thought, 
‘Oh, my heck, somebody dumped a wheelchair.’ And then I 
thought, ‘Why would somebody do that?’ But then I went 
to further investigate and then I saw this body face down in 
the water, just from the waist down.” A man who said that 
he was 62 years old had crashed his wheelchair into the 
canal and had flown face first out of the wheelchair. 
Although the water is only six inches deep, the man was in 
danger of drowning. For about 15 to 30 minutes, he had 
using his elbows to lift his face out of the water so that he 
could breathe, but he was growing weak. Mr. Griffiths said, 
“When I lifted him up, I said, ‘Can you hear me?’ And he 
said, ‘I’m dying.’ And I thought to myself, oh, [his talking 
is] a good sign.” Mr. Griffiths called 911. The ambulance 
arrived, and paramedics took the man to a hospital. After 
the man was treated at the hospital, he was given a citation 
for intoxication. Mr. Griffiths said, “It’s not in my job 



description to retrieve balls. I’m supposed to be there 
supervising the fields, so I just do it for the exercise, but if 
Grant [Calverley] wouldn’t have hit his [home run], I don’t 
think I would have been back out there since Wednesday 
was the last day we had games that week. So even right 
now, that guy might have still been in there.” Does Mr. 
Griffiths think of himself as a hero? He replied, “I don’t. I 
feel like I did what 99.9 percent of everybody would do. I 
was just in the right spot at the right time, I guess.” (91) 

“At First the Children were Calm, But When the Water 
Came Up to Their Legs, They Started to Get Scared” 

In August 2013, Essex, England, endured heavy flooding. 
When a Mitsubishi Pajero was caught in the flood and got 
stuck under a railway bridge in Hockley, Essex, bystanders 
rescued Scott Swinford, age 30, from Southend; his eight-
year-old son, Reece; his six-year-old niece, Jessica; and his 
four-year-old nephew, Alfie. After they were rescued, the 
vehicle sank. The heroes include 21-year-old Hannah King 
and 26-year-old Emma Burles. A YouTube video of the 
rescue uploaded by Andrew Cause listed the others helping 
as Rachel Burles, Smudge Carder, Charlie Gibb, Jordan 
McNulty, and Daniel Salway. Ms. King and Ms. Emma 
Burles and others went into the deep water to rescue the 
family, children first. Ms. Burles, who is a mother of one, 
said, “A lot of people were standing around at first, but I 
don’t think they realised how serious the situation was. It’s 
such a crazy thing to happen. When I saw there were three 
children inside, I think my mother’s instinct kicked in. At 
first the children were calm, but when the water came up to 
their legs, they started to get scared. They were really cold; 
the girl’s lips were blue.” Mr. Swinford said, “My vehicle 
is 7ft-high and been through lots of flooded roads. It’s built 
that way. I’ve never seen anything like that before. As I put 
the car into reverse, the current of the floodwater just lifted 
us further in. I quickly opened the windows so we wouldn’t 



become trapped, but the water started coming in through 
the floor, air vents, and windows.” After the water 
subsided, a tow truck recovered his vehicle. Mr. Swinford 
said, “I just want to say to everyone who helped us — a big 
thank you.” (92)  

“Would You Mind if I Jumped in to Facilitate Things?” 

On 13 July 2013, Neil Bush, son of former President 
George H.W. Bush and younger brother of former 
President George W. Bush helped a New England family 
whose boat engine had stalled in the waters off the coast of 
Maine. Mr. Bush said, “I was driving Dad’s boat and I saw 
these people waving way in the distance and we went over 
to help.” The Polinger family boat had stalled, and they 
believed that something was wrapped around the propeller. 
Mr. Bush said, “I looked at the folks on board, and I knew 
that no one was going to jump into the water to undo the 
line. So I asked, ‘Would you mind if I jumped in to 
facilitate things?’ Luckily, I had on some exercise clothes.” 
Shirley Polinger said, “He came right on the boat, took off 
his shirt, and went in the water. He felt around the prop, but 
nothing was wrapped around it. He got out of the water and 
asked me where I wanted to go.” Mr. Bush towed the 
Polinger family boat to the jetty in Wells Harbor; assistant 
Wells harbor master Charlie Bashaw towed the boat the 
rest of the way into the harbor. Mr. Bush said that “it’s the 
kind of thing that any yachtsman would have done.” He 
added, “I was just happy to be there in the right place at the 
right time.” (93) 

“Momma, I Just Pulled Her Out of the Water” 

Austin Beach, age 10, of Hattiesburg, Mississippi, and his 
family were vacationing in Destin, Florida, when a four-
year-old girl from Atlanta, Georgia, jumped into a hotel 
swimming pool. She struggled to keep her head about water 
and then began sinking to the bottom of the five-and-a-half-



foot pool. That is when Austin noticed her. Austin said, “I 
didn’t want her to drown. I knew she was drowning.” He 
got the girl to the side of the pool and called for help. A 
woman gave the girl CPR. Austin’s mother, Kelly Beach, 
did not witness the rescue. She said, “I was on the side of 
the pool helping my daughter with her goggles, and I 
turned around, and I said, ‘Austin, look! That lady’s 
picking up a little girl — she’s blue. I think she drowned!’ 
And Austin said, ‘Momma, I just pulled her out of the 
water.’ I had not noticed that this whole thing had even 
happened.” Paramedics arrived, and the girl was airlifted to 
a children’s hospital. She is in stable condition. Kelly said, 
“I was not surprised that Austin would do something like 
that. From the day he started talking, you could tell he had 
a heart in everything he said.” (94) 

“I Can’t Imagine What It Would have been Like for the 
Pilot’s Wife, and How Scary It Would have Been” 

In July 2013, off-duty Calstar flight nurse Beth Frisby came 
upon the wreckage of a small plane while she was walking 
her dog in National Forest land about a mile east of the 
South Lake Tahoe airport in California. Pilot Steven 
Lefton, age 67, died in the crash, but his wife, Karen, also 
age 67, survived. Beth Frisby called her husband, El 
Dorado County Sheriff’s Deputy Damian Frisby, and 
comforted the survivor. Beth said, “I can’t imagine what it 
would have been like for the pilot’s wife, and how scary it 
would have been.” Beth turned off the ignition of the plane 
because fuel was leaking. She said, “There were no running 
parts but there were some noises, so I was concerned about 
the possibility of a fire.” She added, “I just talked to her 
[Karen Lefton] to let her know that people were, in fact, 
coming — and what to expect once they got there. They 
would cut apart the plane, and her job was to stay as calm 
as she possibly could and to try to stay still.” Karen Lefton 
was flown to Renown Hospital in Reno, Nevada. Beth said, 



“I would love to meet her and express my condolences to 
her. Her husband died and she kept asking about her 
husband and I felt so bad, I didn’t — I couldn’t confirm if 
he was gone or not.” (95) 

“Every Second Felt like 30 Seconds” 

On 4 July 2013, U.S. Army Specialist Michael Menchaca 
was at the Metro Center station in Washington D.C. when 
he “saw something go over the track. I went to go see … 
look down there and there was a guy strapped to his 
wheelchair.” The man’s wheelchair had rolled forward and 
fell off the platform and landed near the high-voltage third 
rail. Mr. Menchaca said, “I just jump down there, start 
helping him out. Tried picking him up but realized he was 
still seat belt-strapped to his wheelchair.” As he tried to 
release the seat belt and help the man, he worried that a 
train would arrive at any moment. He said, “Every second 
felt like 30 seconds.” Two other Good Samaritans jumped 
down to help, and the three men got the man in the 
wheelchair to a safe spot. Mr. Menchaca said, “It was just 
the right thing. Pretty much like anyone else would have 
done.” (96) 

“He Went Back in 12 Times and Saved 100 People” 

On 21 September 2013, terrorists killed 61 civilians and six 
Kenyan soldiers at the Westgate shopping mall in Nairobi, 
Kenya. A hero of the terrorist attack was a former British 
Royal Marine who had settled in Kenyan after completing 
his military service. He was not identified for purposes of 
security, but armed only with a handgun, he saved 100 
people from jihadists armed with AK47s. The former 
Marine was having coffee with friends at the mall when the 
attack started. He led people out of the mall and returned at 
least 12 more times to lead more people to safety. One of 
the former Marine’s friends said, “What he did was so 
heroic … he went back in 12 times and saved 100 people.” 



The friend added, “Imagine going back in when you knew 
what was going on inside.” The former Marine’s story 
became known after he was photographed leading two 
women to safety. (97) 

“They were Crying, in the Street, One of Them 
Hysterical” 

On 18 August 2013, two African-American children were 
hungry and scared in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. They were 
visiting their father, who had left them alone without food 
and unsupervised for two days. The two boys, aged seven 
and five, left their father’s home and started walking. They 
flagged down a passing motorist at Broward Boulevard and 
Southwest 18th Avenue. Fortunately, the passing motorist 
was a Good Samaritan named Adam Alper who drove them 
to Fort Lauderdale police headquarters. Mr. Alper, a 30-
year-old carpenter, said, “They were crying, in the street, 
one of them hysterical.” He added, “One boy said, ‘Can 
you take me to my mom’s?’ and then they just jumped in 
the car.” Their father was arrested, and the two boys were 
returned to their mother, who was surprised about the 
behavior of their father: “That’s bad. I can’t believe he 
would do that. He is not that kind of person.” When the 
father appeared in bond court, Broward County Judge John 
“Jay” Hurley told him what his children had said about 
him: “They said they were terrified of you, and were told 
not to tell anyone about being left at home.” Mr. Alper, the 
Good Samaritan, said that he “just did what anyone would 
do. I can’t imagine how anyone could have driven by 
without stopping. They were in the street, walking against 
traffic.” He recently became engaged to a woman who has 
two children: “I’m glad we can provide for our family, and 
provide a healthy home.” (98) 

“Thank You, Reddit. I’ll Pay It Forward” 



Redditor Ss33tpotato posted on Imgur a thank-you using 
the meme of Success Kid. The post was named “Thank 
you, Reddit. I’ll pay it forward,” and the Success Kid was 
saying, “CREATED A THROWAWAY ACCOUNT AND 
CONFESSED I WAS GOING TO KILL MYSELF SOON” 
followed by “SUPPORT AND RESOURCES IN 
COMMENTS CHANGED MY MIND, AND LIFE.” (99) 

“Dear Becca And Brian, You Are Essential To All Who 
Know You And You’re Essentially Married In Our 
Eyes” 

The partial government shutdown of 2013 that Republican 
politicians brought about because they wanted to stop 
Obamacare no matter how many lives it would save, 
stopped the marriage of a Washington D.C. bride. She and 
her fiancé had planned to be married at City Hall, but no 
employees were available to perform the marriage. All 
nonessential employees had been sent home because of the 
partial government shutdown. The bride said, “We 
scheduled our courthouse marriage for today [4 October 
2013], and just yesterday realized that the DC wedding 
bureau is running on a skeleton crew due to furloughs and 
has no one available to perform marriages.” She added, 
“There are certainly far worse stories out there — I have 
read quite a few. But it’s good to remember that there are 
real people that the shutdown is affecting, and not just 
statistics.” The Connellys sent flowers and this note: “Dear 
Becca And Brian, You Are Essential To All Who Know 
You And You’re Essentially Married In Our Eyes. Have A 
Wonderful And Special Day! With Love And Best Wishes 
For A Lifetime Together Married, The Connellys.” The 
bride posted a photograph of the flowers and kind note on 
her Facebook page, on which she wrote, “Unlucky in City 
Hall marriages but lucky in love.” (100) 

CHAPTER 3: Stories 101-150 



North Carolina Governor Pat McCrory: 
Condescending Ass 

Protesting the stupidity of North Carolina Governor Pat 
McCrory is a good deed. When running for governor, he 
said that he would focus on the economy, but he spends 
much attention focusing on vaginas and other female parts. 
He especially likes to restrict abortion. According to 
Amanda Marcotte’s article in Slate titled “Sorry About 
Losing Your Rights, Ladies. Want a Cookie?,” in July 2013 
he signed a law that he helped to write; the law does such 
things as “eliminating insurance coverage for abortion, 
making patients take abortion pills at the clinic even though 
it’s safer at home, and requiring clinics to meet ambulatory 
surgical standards, even though such regulations are 
considered unnecessary and onerous by the American 
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists.” North 
Carolina Governor McCrory also did not meet with 
opponents of the bill before he signed it into law. When 
women protested the bill, he gave them cookies. Many pro-
choice voters made telling comments on Planned 
Parenthood Action Fund of Central NC’s Facebook page. 
Margaret Crites wrote, “Silly boy … the way to a MAN’s 
heart is through his stomach. Women want communication 
and respect.” (101) 

DONGHO CHANG: Coolest City Traffic Engineer 
Ever 

On 1 April 2013, a guerilla group advocating road safety 
for bicyclists in Seattle, Washington, used $350 of 
materials including plastic pylons (the pylons are plastic 
sticks that stick up in the air and clearly show car drivers 
where the car lane ends and the bike lane begins) to turn a 
Cherry Street (under I-5) bike lane that was merely painted 
into a protected bike lane. The guerrilla group calls 
themselves the Reasonably Polite Seattleites, and one of 



them emailed Tom Fucoloro, a writer for the Seattle Bike 
Blog, to inform him of what they had done and to explain 
why they had done it. The writer explained why the plastic 
pylons improve the safety of the bike lane: “Based on my 
experience commuting in such lanes in other cities, 1) they 
slow speeding traffic by making the lane appear narrower 
(without actually reducing its size); and 2) it’s essentially a 
warning system for a drunk or distracted driver; once he 
hits one, he’s more likely to slow down, lessening the 
chance of hitting a cyclist or pedestrian down the road.” 
Being Reasonably Polite Seattleites, they made the plastic 
pylons easy to remove. The writer explained in a postscript 
to the email: “Because we’re still polite Seattleites (even 
when we engage in acts of civil disobedience), we used an 
adhesive pad, which is removable, not epoxy, which is 
more permanent, meaning Mayor McGinn and SDOT 
[Seattle Department of Transportation] can remove these in 
a matter of minutes, if they so choose.”  

The city of Seattle did choose to remove the plastic pylons, 
but City Traffic Engineer DONGHO CHANG, PE, PTOE, 
gave good reasons for so doing in a communication that 
was posted on the Seattle Bike Blog: 

“Hello reasonably polite Seattleites, 

“Thank you for pointing out some easy ways to calm traffic 
and provide more secure feeling bicycle lane on our streets. 
Your sentiment of unease and insecurity riding on painted 
bicycle lanes next to high speed and high volume traffic is 
exactly what I am hearing from our residents as we update 
our bicycle master plan. This strong message to me and my 
staff that we have [to] be more thoughtful on facility design 
and implementation is being heard loud and clear. You are 
absolutely correct that there are low cost and simple ways 
to slow traffic, increase the sense of protection, and provide 
bicycle facilities that are more pleasant and accommodating 



for larger portion of people who ride bicycles. I am truly 
appreciative that you care enough to take time, money, and 
risk to send your message to me and my staff. It is my 
commitment to you that I will do my best to update our 
existing facilities and install new bicycle facilities that will 
be more thoughtful. Some of these will be low cost, such as 
what you demonstrated on Cherry Street, while others will 
require more resources to implement. 

“The posts that you installed on Cherry Street will be 
removed and I am sorry about that. The posts are 36 inches 
high and [are] higher than most road bicycle handle bars. A 
rider can hit the post with their handle bar, which is a safety 
concern. The bicycle lane [is] narrow and is five feet wide. 
The travel lane is 11 feet wide, which is what the State 
DOT permitted us to narrow the lane to. Cherry Street is 
under the freeway and is owned by the State, so we do have 
to get their permission for reconfiguring the street. If we 
had more lane width to work with, we could [have] 
installed shorter posts. Unfortunately, this is not the case 
here. Please let me know if you would like the posts back 
and I will have the crew leave the post in a safe area for 
you to pick up. Thank you, again, for your thoughtful 
demonstration. 

“Sincerely, 

“DONGHO CHANG, PE, PTOE  

“City Traffic Engineer  

“Seattle Department of Transportation  

“Traffic Management Division” 

But now things get really good. Seattle installed permanent 
pylons that have a good height that allows for handlebar 
clearance. Seattle also made other improvements for 



bicycle safety in Seattle. Mr. Chang emailed both the 
Reasonably Polite Seattleites and the Seattle Bike Blog: 

“Hello reasonably polite Seattleites, 

“I have good news to share. SDOT worked with WSDOT 
[Washington State Department of Transportation] to 
reinstall your thoughtful protector treatment on Cherry 
Street. SDOT and WSDOT agreed to monitor the 
installation to determine if additional changes need to be 
made. We also took this unique opportunity to make 
additional improvements. We installed a two stage left turn 
box on 7th Avenue for left turning bicycle riders who may 
not feel comfortable riding with car traffic, new bicycle 
lanes on 7th Avenue between Cherry and Marion, and [a] 
bicycle lane on Marion Street between 7th and 8th Avenue. 
Additional information on the two stage left turn box can 
be found at:  

“http://www.seattle.gov/transportation/docs/CherryStFactsh
eet.pdf  

“Thank you, again, for your suggestion.” (102) 

“I Even Want Education for Your Children as Well” 

On 8 October 2013, Malala Yousafzai from the Swat 
District of Pakistan, appeared on The Daily Show with Jon 
Stewart. On 9 October 2012, when she was 14 years old, 
gunmen for the Taliban had shot her in the head and neck 
because she had often spoken out in favor of education for 
girls and women — her blog for the BBC was influential. 
She recovered from the serious wounds in England. Since 
then, she has continued to advocate that girls and women 
be educated. Previous to the shooting, she had learned that 
members of the Taliban wanted her dead. Mr. Stewart 
asked her how she reacted to that death threat. She 
answered, “I started thinking about that, and I used to think 
that the Talib would come, and he would just kill me. But 



then I said, ‘If he comes, what would you do, Malala?’ then 
I would reply to myself, ‘Malala, just take a shoe and hit 
him.’ [Being hit with a shoe is major insult in her culture.] 
But then I said, ‘If you hit a Talib with your shoe, then 
there would be no difference between you and the Talib. 
You must not treat others with cruelty and that much 
harshly, you must fight others but through peace and 
through dialogue and through education.’ Then I said I will 
tell him how important education is and that ‘I even want 
education for your children as well.’ And I will tell him, 
‘That’s what I want to tell you, now do what you want.’” 
Ms. Yousafzai was nominated for the 2013 Noble Peace 
Prize. (103) 

“Aunt Chas, You Know How Somebody Bites an 
Apple? That’s What that Dog was Doing to Me” 

On 26 August 2013 in Sheffield, Alabama, a dog attacked a 
four-year-old boy who was with his eight-year-old sister 
and his grandmother. His sister, Mackenzie Lebron, 
rescued him, but the dog then attacked her. She said, “I 
saved him. I put him on top of a car away from the dog.” 
She added, “I tried to run from the dog and get on top of 
the car. My mawmaw was trying to push me on top of the 
car, but it dragged me back down by my foot and started 
biting me on my leg. It didn’t hurt at first, but then it 
wouldn’t let me go.” The dog bit her leg, side, and 
stomach, and a Good Samaritan named Justin Eggleston 
helped separate the dog and Mackenzie, who was taken to 
Helen Keller Hospital, treated, and released. Her aunt 
Chastity Bradford said, “She says, ‘Aunt Chas, you know 
how somebody bites an apple? That’s what that dog was 
doing to me.’” Stephanie Tolbert, Mackenzie’s mother, 
said, “She was crying and hollering at the hospital that she 
was gonna die.” Ms. Bradford added, “It was terrible. I 
don’t want to ever see anything like that again in my life. 
Meat was just hanging off of her leg. It ripped her leg. It 



ripped her side.” The dog was put to sleep and tested for 
rabies. Ms. Bradford said about Mackenzie, “I’m very 
proud of her.” (104) 

Batman and Captain America to the Rescue! 

On 7 September 2013, fire raged through a home in Milton, 
Cabell County, West Virginia. When firefighters arrived, 
they discovered that two superheroes had gotten there first: 
Batman and Captain America. The two superheroes are 
actually John Buckland and Troy Marcum, both of whom 
were in costume to teach children positive lessons at a 
nearby American Legion Post. The two superheroes went 
to the house to see if anyone was inside. Fortunately, no 
one was, but they rescued the family’s pet cat. Mr. 
Buckland used to be a firefighter and was stationed in Iraq 
before starting his “Hero 4 Higher” business. Mr. Buckland 
said, “He [Captain America] breaks out the window. The 
smokes lets out, and as I can start to see I reach down and 
grab something furry!” He then resuscitated the cat, which 
was not especially happy to see Batman. Mr. Buckland 
said, “The cat comes around, takes a look at me, then 
hissed!” Tom Cantaberry, who was at the Legion Post, 
witnessed the rescue. Mr. Cantaberry said, “He did a great 
job. It was complete chaos!” (105) 

Shark Rescue 

In July 2013 in Rush, a small seaside town in Fingal, 
County Dublin, Ireland, Jeff Williams and his family heard 
from a local woman named Colette Connolly that about 30 
small sharks — probably tope sharks —had been caught in 
a shallow pool of water on the beach and were in danger of 
dying when the pool dried up. Mr. Williams and his family 
saved the sharks. He said, “We had to think very fast.” He 
got a large plastic container and drove his Jeep onto the 
beach. The larger sharks were thrashing in shallow water. 
Jeff and other members of his family — father Jim 



Williams, wife Hazel Williams, and children Harley and 
Beau — were able to capture the sharks and transport them 
back to the sea. Jeff said, “We probably only had 35 
minutes before the pool dried out to get them in the 
bucket.” He did not think that the sharks were a threat to 
his family. He said, “It was a great experience … it was 
amazing. I’ve been living on that beach all my life and 
never come across something like that before. They 
normally stay out deep. It was just kind of a freak thing. 
You would have to rescue them. I knew they’d be dead — 
the water was well dried out and another 15 minutes later 
they would have [been dead].” (106) 

“When I Smell His Jacket, It’s Kangaroo — Bush and 
Kangaroo” 

On 3 August 2013, Simon Kruger, age 7, wandered away 
from his family in the Deep Creek Conservation Park on 
South Australia’s Fleurieu Peninsula. He spent a cold night 
in the Australian bush. Fortunately, a kangaroo kept him 
warm that night, and he was rescued the following day. 
Simon’s father, Etienne, said, “He was playing outside, 
picking up sticks and he saw a wallaby walk by and he 
followed it into the bush.” Simon said that he picked 
flowers as a gift for his mother. His father said, “A 
kangaroo came closer to him and ate the flowers from him, 
and the kangaroo fell asleep next to him. I think God sent a 
kangaroo to keep him warm.” Simon’s mother, Linda, said, 
“I think it was a miracle, when I smell his jacket, it’s 
kangaroo — bush and kangaroo.” The night that Simon was 
lost, rescuers searched for him and used parachute flares. 
Simon said, “I saw the helicopters, but they couldn’t see 
me.” When rescuers found him, they winched him to 
safety. His father said, “Hopefully he’ll refer to it as an 
adventure, so we’ll keep it at that, a bit of a jungle book 
story.” (107) 



Guide Dog Jet “Showed No Concern for Her Own 
Safety and Went to Protect Her Handler’s Child Before 
Helping Her Handler” 

In September 2013 in Leigh in Lancashire, England, a 
guide dog named Jet saved the life of a one-year-old boy 
named Jacob Cowley by freeing itself from the grip of its 
owner and then pushing the pram (baby buggy) the baby 
was in out of the way of a car that is thought to have been 
hit by another vehicle and forced off the road. The pram 
fell on its side, but Jacob suffered only a cut lip. Jet was 
with Jessica Cowley, who is registered blind and has tunnel 
vision. Mrs. Cowley, age 28, was knocked to the ground by 
the car but recovered. She said, “Just after we stepped off 
the kerb (curb) to cross the entrance of the car park, I heard 
a screeching of a car and it banged into me sending me 
flying. Just before it hit me, I felt Jet let go. She is a strong 
dog, and she pulled out of my hand and actually pushed the 
pram out of the way. The pram toppled over but Jacob was 
out of [danger], and even while I was lying face down on 
the ground, I was happy to know he was safe. She [Jet] 
reacted really quickly, and she’s just amazing.” The car 
knocked Mrs. Cowley to the ground. She said, “Jet is 
trained to help me, but she’s not trained to do that sort of 
thing [push a pram out of the way of a car]. It doesn’t bear 
thinking about what might have happened if she hadn’t 
have done what she did. She was worried about me, but 
once she had licked my face and checked I was conscious 
she was fine. She loves Jacob and thinks of him as her own. 
What she did was extremely brave, and I am very proud of 
her.” The accident occurred outside My Pets Vets, which is 
frequented by Jet. Veterinarian Caroline Purnell, who 
witnessed the incident, said, “We feel that she [Jet] really 
demonstrated exactly how important these dogs are. She 
showed no concern for her own safety and went to protect 
her handler’s child before helping her handler.” Mrs. 



Cowley said, “I heard a screech of a car and then I was hit 
by it. I was thrown onto a grass verge. My glasses flew off 
so I couldn’t see, and there was nothing I could do but hope 
that Jacob was safe. I had felt Jess pull away from me — I 
had to let go of her harness as she was so strong. The vets 
came rushing out to help me. I am very grateful to them for 
their help.” The Cowleys have been giving Jet extra treats 
and cuddles. (108) 

“Michelle Got Two Steps Out the Door and Yelled Out 
‘Snake’” 

On 14 January 2012 in Coalsfalls, a suburb of Ipswich, 
Queensland, Australia, River the 18-month-old red cattle 
dog killed a poisonous eastern brown snake that was a 
danger to Catherine Lynch’s two young daughters: 
Michelle, age seven, and Kaylee, age two. Ms. Lynch said, 
“They were going out to play on the swings and Michelle 
got two steps out the door and yelled out, ‘Snake.’ As soon 
as she yelled, the dog bolted out, grabbed the snake, and 
killed it. I think it was probably Michelle’s tone of voice, 
River picked up that something wasn’t right and she didn’t 
hesitate.” She added, “It happened in our front yard as we 
were doing a bit of gardening and the kids were going 
outside to play. The dog shot out and jumped in front of the 
snake before it could get to the kids. The heat must have 
stirred up the snake. It was a juvenile one about 70cm long. 
We took it along to the vets so they could identify it and 
give River the right treatment. My partner [Ben] and I are 
very grateful the dog got in first because it could have been 
a lot worse. In my opinion, River probably saved their 
lives.” (109) 

Saving Banana Man 

In early 2013 a man named Henry lost his life savings of 
$2,600 trying to win an Xbox Kinect (list price for Xbox 
360 4GB Console with Kinect at Amazon.com on 15 



October 2013 was $299.99) for his children (and perhaps 
for himself) at a carnival. Instead of winning the Xbox 
Kinect, he won a giant stuffed banana with dreadlocks. The 
good people at CollegeHumor.com decided that they 
wanted the banana, and they were willing to pay Henry 
$2,600 for it — provided they got 26,000 likes on 
Facebook. They did get the 26,000 likes. In addition, the 
people at CollegeHumor.com said that they would give 
Henry’s children (and Henry) an Xbox Kinect — provided 
they got 3,000 likes on Facebook. They did get 30,000 
likes. So everybody is a winner. The evil carnival guy gets 
$2,600. Henry and his children get $2,600 and an Xbox 
Kinect, and Collegehumar.com gets 30,000 likes on 
Facebook — and a giant stuffed banana with dreadlocks. 
When announcing the offer to its site visitors, 
Collegehumor.com wrote online, “Henry gets his money 
back, we get to look like good Samaritans when really we 
just want a giant stuffed banana with dreads sitting in our 
office, commenters can be like ‘How Stoopid waz this guy 
SMH [Shaking My Head]’, etc., so everybody wins!” (110) 

“You Reaffirmed that There are Still Companies Out 
There Focused on Great Service, and You’ve Made a 
Lifelong Fan Out of Me” 

In 2012, Christina McMenemy attended her third straight 
BlissDom conference, staying each time at the Gaylord 
Opryland resort in Nashville, Tennessee. One of the things 
that she enjoyed about staying at the luxury hotel was a 
clock radio that was also a sound machine that played 
relaxing spa music and nature sounds. She attempted to 
find the same model in stores but was unable to. In her 
blog, she wrote, “Yes, I know you probably think I’m 
insane to obsess over a clock radio. And to be honest I’m 
not as obsessed as I sound. While I’m at Opryland, I enjoy 
the spa music. Sound can influence our thoughts and 
feelings, and this particular track soothes my mind, calms 



my nerves, and lets me sleep deeper than I usually do at 
home.” This time (2012), she turned to Twitter to find out 
about getting this model clock radio/sound machine. She 
wrote the hotel’s Twitter account, “Where can I buy this 
Sharper Image clock radio in my room? None in stores 
have the ‘spa’ sounds & I’ve never slept better!” This reply 
came back: “Unfortunately, our version isn’t available to 
the public.” The reply included a link to a different Sharper 
Image clock radio, but Ms. McMenemy had already looked 
at that model, and so she wrote back on Twitter, “Yeah, 
that one doesn’t have the spa sound. Been looking for one 
after loving the 1 in my room for 3yr now at Blissdom.” 
She attended the conference, but when she returned to her 
room at the Gaylord Opryland luxury hotel, she found two 
clock radios there: one for her room, and one for her to 
keep. There was also an envelope with her name on it. The 
note inside the envelope said, “Christina, Thank you for 
following us on Twitter. We hope you enjoy these spa 
sounds at home. If you need anything, please let us know. 
Sincerely, Elizabeth, Nick & Tori.” Ms. McMenemy wrote, 
“That would be the point where the excited screaming 
began. Sorry to those of you staying in the Delta who were 
trying to sleep at 11:30pm.” She added, “I would have been 
happy to pay for one of the clock radios, but the staff at 
Opryland took notice of just how much I loved this thing 
and went out of their way to make sure I had the best 
experience ever. […] So thank you, Gaylord Opryland 
(Elizabeth, Tori & Nick!), for topping off a wonderful 
weekend with an unexpected delight. You reaffirmed that 
there are still companies out there focused on great service, 
and you’ve made a lifelong fan out of me. And you’re now 
helping me get some of the best sleep possible, year-round, 
which any mother will tell you is a feat worthy of high 
praise.” On her blog, A Mommy Story, she posted a 
photograph of herself hugging the clock radio. Under the 
photograph appears this caption: “You’ll have to pry this 



thing from my cold, dead (yet amazingly relaxed) hands.” 
(111) 

“WHO STOLE MY APPLES?”  

In September 2013, someone or some people stole the 
apples from a tree on the front lawn of Doris Lemke’s 
home in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada. She had 
planned to use the apples to make applesauce for her son, 
Richard, age 22. He has cancerous growths on his thyroid 
and adrenal glands; a genetic condition causes the growths. 
She wrote a note titled “WHO STOLE MY APPLES?” and 
posted it on Kijiji, a popular (in Canada) alternative to 
Craigslist. The posting went viral, and Chris Pollock, 
marketing manager of the Kelowna-based company BC 
Tree Fruits, learned about it. He also decided that the 
company would give Ms. Lemke a crate of approximately 
100 Royal Gala apples. He said, “We obviously have 
apples at our disposal. It’s a pretty simple thing for us to do 
but it goes a long way for someone in need, so I thought it 
would be a great way to help her out.” The apples came 
from the growers’ cooperative in the Okanagan Valley. Mr. 
Pollack added, “People support others in need, and I think 
you’ll find that in various situations everywhere across the 
world — not just in Canada, Saskatchewan, or B.C. [British 
Columbia]. While there are some out there who aren’t the 
brightest and do stupid things, there are more people who 
mean well and do well.” Other people have responded well. 
Following the theft, Ms. Lemke often found bags of apples 
left anonymously on her stoop. She said, “There are many 
needy people and I know the most important thing isn’t an 
apple. But when you have a sickness in your family or 
something that’s really bad, sometimes it takes an 
unexpected sweet deed to make you appreciate life again.” 
(112) 

Good Deeds by T-mobile and Timex 



In September 2013, Gregory Ciotti published a blog post 
titled “10 Customer Service Stories That Will Restore Your 
Faith In Humanity.” People wrote about good deeds by 
businesses in the comments. Here are two stories: 1) 
Wendy Del Monte commented, “In 2004, my mom was 
spending her last weeks in a Hospice care facility. I lived 
an hour away in another state, with 2 small children, so I 
could only be there on weekend and odd days when my 
husband could be home early. I left my Mom my cell phone 
so she could call me and whomever she wanted at this time. 
When I got the bill, I was SHOCKED it was over $420 — I 
called T-mobil to find out it was apparently ‘roaming’ and 
not on my plan — so I asked to make payment 
arrangements and explained the situation. The CSA put me 
on hold, and then came back to tell me that they had taken 
care of the bill, to leave the phone with my Mom, and to 
enjoy the time I had with her. What a fantastic thing to do.” 
2) Michael O’Neal commented, “I was recently hit by a car 
(hit and run) on my bike, and it completely ruined my 
favorite Timex watch. I sent a tweet to see the best way to 
get it repaired, to which Timex responded ‘@inmikeswords 
Consider this tweet your personal ‘get well soon’ card from 
all of us at Timex :)’, and they replaced it for free! 
Customer for life.” (113) 

REI: Excellent Customer Service 

Larry, the father of Melissa Kincha-Ownby, rides his 
mountain bike on scary-hard trails. In July 2013, Ms. 
Kincha-Ownby wrote about some excellent customer 
service he received from REI, a retail corporation that deals 
in outdoor recreation gear. Larry had endoed (gone end 
over end, aka flew over the handlebars in an epic wipeout) 
on his mountain bike and shattered his Cat-eye odometer. 
He called REI to order a replacement, expecting of course 
that he would have to pay for the replacement. This is what 
Larry wrote his daughter: “I did a complete endo and 



shattered my Cat eye. I called REI […] looking for a place 
to send it in for replacement. I told them I endo’ed and 
totally wiped it out. The customer service [representative] 
told me that they don’t usually hear the true story and to 
come on by and they would replace it free of charge. This 
is a $50 item that was destroyed by my inability to keep my 
mountain bike in the upright position. They do have a 
satisfaction guaranteed or bring it back policy but this went 
way beyond that.” (114) 

“World Domination Can Wait. Feel Better!” 

In early 2013, the young son of Redditor fiscal_ underwent 
a nine-hour liver-transplant operation. The son was upset 
about not being able to play the new release of the video 
game Halo, so fiscal_ reached out to Bungie, the makers of 
the game. Bungie responded like champions. The Bungie 
team sent the young boy a card with the message “World 
domination can wait. Feel better!” It included autographs 
and original doodles. The Bungie team also sent the boy 
shirts, toys, and art. Very impressively, the Bungie team 
sent the boy a replica of Carter’s helmet from Halo Reach! 
fiscal_ posted photos on Imgur and started a thank-you 
thread on Reddit, in which he wrote, “My family can’t 
thank Bungie enough. I know that they have had a huge 
impact on how well my son has been recovering after his 
surgery.” He later commented, “Those that are concerned 
about kids playing an M rated game. He doesn’t play like 
you or I would sit and play. He doesn’t just hop on 
multiplayer with a headset and microphone or just start 
playing the campaign. I’ll sit down and play a part of the 
campaign with him, or mom will join us for our own 
multiplayer game. He likes the idea of Halo more than 
playing Halo. His interest has transcended the games, he 
would rather battle it out with his Halo action figures, 
anyway. The Spartan storyline just gets his imagination 
going, it’s wonderful.” (115) 



Joe Rivieccio: Man with a Big Heart 

On 1 February 2013 the Darien Times published this letter 
to the editor by Erica Jensen of Darien, Connecticut:  My 
father has been very ill since suffering a heart attack in 
early December [2012] and since then has had round-the-
clock care. Last Saturday morning the nurse called me to 
say he had taken a turn for the worse and he could hardly 
swallow. My ill father asked to have my homemade 
cioppino, or fish stew, which was always his favorite dish. 
Knowing that I couldn’t grant that request quickly myself, I 
started calling several restaurants in the area to see if I 
could get ‘Cioppino to go,’ but unfortunately everyone was 
closed for lunch on Saturdays. Luckily, when I called Papa 
Joe’s Ristorante on the Post Road in Darien, [Connecticut] 
the owner answered. He told me they did not open until 5 
pm for dinner but I told him I really needed fish stew right 
away for my sick father. He said, ‘Okay, come in 20 
minutes.’ When I got there he wouldn’t charge me for the 
stew or accept my tip. I left in tears. That was the last meal 
my father ate. Joe Rivieccio, I cannot thank you enough for 
putting on your apron and cooking for me that afternoon. 
You were truly an angel — I will be forever grateful. 
Thank you.” (116) 

A Conspiracy for Goodness 

One of the people who died in the 9-11 terrorist attacks on 
the World Trade Center in New York City, James 
Audiffred loved Maine lighthouses, and in July of 2001, he 
and his family visited Cape Elizabeth Light, a 67-foot 
lighthouse south of Portland, Maine. His wife, Robin 
Audiffred, said, “My sister’s oldest [child] thought it was a 
little boring, but he [James Audiffred] didn’t care. He was 
having a ball.” After the terrorist attack, Carolyn and Gary 
Brouillard, owners of Dennett’s Wharf, a lobster restaurant 
in Castine, Maine, sent Mrs. Audiffred a check for $12,313. 



The money came from the dollar bills that they had 
collected from their customers for 11 years and attached to 
the ceiling. (The process involves a quarter and a tack and a 
good throw.) Customers would ask how the money had 
ended up on the ceiling, and Mr. Brouillard would answer, 
“All you need to do is give me a dollar and I’ll be more 
than happy to show you.” Carolyn Brouillard wanted the 
money to go to a 9-11 victim. On the Internet, she read 
about Mr. Audiffred, a 38-year-old elevator operator from 
Brooklyn who took tourists up to Windows of the World in 
the World Trade Center. When the Brouillards made the 
decision to donate the money to Mrs. Audiffred, they did 
not know that Mr. Audiffred was a fan of Maine 
lighthouses. Mr. Brouillard said that it was “a total 
surprise.” Carolyn Brouillard is humble about their good 
deed. She said, “We’re not anybody special. We haven’t 
done anything special. It’s not like we took $12,000 [of our 
own money] and donated it.” Gary Brouillard said, “There 
are close to 12,000 people who have given to this. Anyone 
that ever put a dollar on the ceiling is a part of it.” Many, 
many people have written the Brouillards to thank them for 
their good deed. Church members gave the Brouillards a 
signed card and a check for $100 for Robin Audiffred. 
People mailed them notes with such comments as these: 
“What a wonderful thing you have done.” “With all the 
terrible acts that have taken place, it is good to see the best 
coming out of people.” “How much we would all like to 
run up there to Maine (out east there) and spend our money 
to eat at your wonderful establishment. What else could it 
be but wonderful?” Carolyn Brouillard said, “I’ve gotten a 
really good feeling from all this. I really get the feeling that 
other people are affirming my pain, their pain. We all felt 
the pain when we saw those towers go down. Everybody 
just wants to do something. I think of it as a conspiracy for 
goodness. People are letting people know that they care. 
They’re just trying to do something good for someone 



else.” People also mailed the Brouillards dollar bills to 
attach to the ceiling of the restaurant. Carolyn Brouillard 
said, “I went to the post office on Saturday, and opened the 
mail and a dollar fell out. I just started to cry.” After taking 
down all the money to give to Mrs. Audiffred, Gary 
Brouillard immediately restarted the tradition. He said, 
“After the last dollar came down, I took a $5 bill, put my 
name on it and stuck it up on the ceiling. Before we left that 
day, we had about $30 back on the ceiling.” Mrs. Audiffred 
was surprised to get in the mail the check for $12,313. 
Carolyn Brouillard said, “She just couldn’t believe it. She 
said she cried for an hour before she could call me.” In 
2005, after Hurricane Katrina, the Brouillards donated the 
money from the ceiling for another charitable cause. When 
Gary Brouillard was asked if he would ever again take the 
dollars down from the ceiling to donate after a disaster, he 
replied, “I hope I don’t ever have to.” (117) 

Dave and Jim Schuelke: Twin Plumbers and Twin 
Good Samaritans 

Twin brothers Dave and Jim Schuelke run the plumbing 
company Schuelke Plumbing in Van Nuys, a district of Los 
Angeles, California. In April 2013, they investigated a leak 
for a condominium’s homeowners association in Burbank, 
California. Dave checked pipes for leaks in the building’s 
condos; eventually, he came to the condo of Dorothy and 
John Cothran. Dorothy is 77 years old. Her husband, John, 
who has Parkinson’s Disease, is 78. Their son, Steve, 
whose leg was amputated below the knee because of 
diabetes, is 50. Dave checked the Cothrans’ bathroom to 
see if it was the source of the leak. He saw that the old-
fashioned bathtub and the restroom in general were 
unsuitable for the needs of anyone who owned a walker or 
a wheelchair. He went outside the condo, and then, he said, 
“I knocked on their door again and pulled Dorothy aside. I 
asked her if my assumptions were correct about her son not 



being able to use the bathroom.” The assumptions were 
correct; caretakers arrived twice a week to give sponge 
baths to Steve and John. Dorothy said, “That’s when Dave 
asked if I’d like the bathroom remodeled. I told him that 
sounded wonderful, but ….” But it would be expensive — 
too expensive. Dave told her it would be free. Dave’s twin 
brother, Jim, said, “Dave called me up and told me right 
away to take down the measurements of the bathroom. We 
were going to make a difference in this family’s life.” The 
twin brothers got the necessary permits, and they obtained 
donations of a toilet that was more modern than the toilet 
the Cothrans had, an easily accessible shower, and a 
smaller sink and vanity so that someone with a walker or 
wheelchair would be able to move around in the bathroom. 
The brothers donated the labor needed to remodel the 
bathroom. According to Jim, the remodeling of the 
bathroom would have cost about $20,000. Now Steve, 
walking on a prosthetic leg, can get into the shower without 
help. Dave said, “This was one of those situations in life 
that was meant to be. It was so obvious that they needed 
help.” Jim said, “L.A. has been good to us. We just decided 
it was time for us to start giving back.” Dorothy said, 
“Things like this just don’t happen. They especially don’t 
happen to us. The whole thing is like a fairy tale.” (118) 

Special Service Done Right 

Imgur user thedustinwray, aka Redditor DecentDudeDustin 
is impressed with the service provided by The Woodlands 
Resort north of Houston, Texas. They take special requests 
seriously. For example, he requested these things: “Three 
red M&Ms on the counter. Not packages, just three single 
M&Ms. One for me, one for my girlfriend, and one to split 
if we get hungry during the night. And a picture of bacon 
set on the bed. I love pictures of bacon.” Sure enough, 
when he arrived at his room at The Woodlands Resort, he 
found three red M&Ms on the counter and a framed picture 



of bacon on his bed. Other hotels also provide special 
service. Redditor ashleypenny reserved a room at Hotel 
Indigo in Newcastle, Tyne and Wear, England. 
Ashleypenny wrote, “It was in the middle of that phase 
where Reddit was full of pizza boxes with dinosaurs on, so 
I put ‘I’d like a drawing of a dinosaur please’ in the special 
requests box and promptly forgot all about it. When I 
turned up and gave my name, the girl on reception got all 
excited and said ‘I hope you like it.’ I had no idea 
whatsoever what she was on about and went up to my 
room” and found a drawing of a dinosaur. Ashleypenny 
added, “Needless to say I was pleased. Customer service 
done right! The girl wouldn’t even accept a tip for it either! 
I’ve got it framed on my wall […].” (119) 

“Please Draw Something Uplifting on the Container; I 
Just Got Dumped” 

When Redditor Icanteven721 ordered take-out food online 
from Truly Vegan in Los Angeles, California, she 
requested, “Please draw something uplifting on the 
container; I just got dumped.” A staff member at Truly 
Vegan drew on the take-out container a girl holding a sign 
that said, “You’re worth it!” The staff member also drew a 
picture of the Sun and wrote this note: “You don’t need 
HIM to be happy.” Icanteven721, whose name is Sam, told 
the Huffington Post by email, “I was very, very pleased 
with the result. I’ve kept the container. I look at it when I 
feel particularly down about this relationship, or when 
some other dude does some other stupid dude thing.” (120) 

“Nestlé Makes Things Right” 

In 1996, 11-year-old James Barnard bought a package of 
Polo mints, which are made by Nestlé. That year, Nestlé 
ran a contest called “The Golden Polo.” Anyone who found 
a golden Polo mint in his or her package of white Polo 
mints would win £1,000. A red Polo mint would win £100. 



James found a green Polo mint, which at first he thought 
was a moldy mint, but his mother informed him that he had 
won £10 — a fortune for a boy his age! He followed the 
instructions and sent in for his prize — but his prize never 
arrived. In the summer of 2013, Mr. Bernard decided to 
complain about never receiving his prize. He wrote an 
interesting and entertaining letter to Nestlé. An excerpt:  

“Ten pounds of entertainment to an 11-year-old boy is 
utterly priceless. You robbed me of a chain of countless 
childhood experiences, that ultimately could have led to a 
successful career in French film, or seen me develop the 
Mario franchise to global domination. Careers worth tens 
of millions of pounds.  

“Instead, you left me with a subconscious feeling of loss; a 
void in my life, like the void in the centre of your sweet. 

“I write to you today, openly, to make sure that this kind of 
thing doesn’t happen to anyone else. To make you better 
understand your responsibility to children, and in turn, the 
world. You are not just fashioning sweets, you are 
fashioning a child’s development, you are shaping 
memories and therefore ultimately influencing potential 
world leaders. You are shaping the future.” 

He also wrote a Postscript: 

“P.S. I WANT MY BLOODY £10!” 

Nestlé sent Mr. Bernard a cheque for £10 — and this kind 
note: 

“We sincerely apologize that it is 16 years late. We 
appreciate that it may not give you the excitement that it 
would have given you as an 11 year old child, which is why 
we’re also sending you some Polo mints as a gesture of 
goodwill.” 



Kudos to Nestlé for making things right, and kudos to Mr. 
Bernard for writing well and vividly. (121) 

A Bad Deed and a Good Deed 

On 10 September 2013 at the Dairy Queen in Hopkins, 
Minnesota, a blind customer dropped a $20 bill, and an 
older woman picked it up and kept it. A 19-year-old 
employee named Joey confronted the elderly woman, who 
still would not give the blind man the $20 he had dropped. 
Joey told the elderly woman to leave the Dairy Queen and 
then Joey took $20 of his own money and gave it to the 
blind man. An eyewitness sent this email, which went viral, 
to the Dairy Queen, which hung it on a wall: 

“Dear Owner, 

“I was at your store on Sept 10th at around 1pm during 
lunch time. I was standing in line as one of your employees 
was serving a gentleman. I noticed that the man being 
served was blinded or at least partially blinded. As he 
turned away after being served by your employee i noticed 
that he had dropped a $20 bill on the ground. He kept 
walking because he did not see that he had dropped it. AN 
older lady in front of me picked up the bill and instead of 
telling the gentleman that he dropped it she put it in her 
purse. She as well as every one else in the store knew that it 
was dropped by the gentleman when he was struggling to 
find his pocket and put his change away. Before i could say 
something to her your employee stepped in. He politely 
asked her to give the $20 bill to the young man who was 
blind. She told your employee that it was her money and 
she dropped it. Your employee asked her again to return the 
money to its rightful owner. She declined to do so. He then 
asked her to leave the store as he would not serve 
some[one] as disrespectful as her. She got extremely angry 
and began to swear at your employee, he stayed calmed and 
never gave her any attitude. He calmly asked her to leave 



the store again as he would not serve her if she wouldn’t 
return the money to its rightful owner. The older women 
then left the store, without returning the money. It was now 
my turn to order, your employee kept his cool and greeted 
me politely and apologized for the incident that had just 
taken place. I told him that he did the right thing and that i 
saw the blind man drop the money and that it was not hers. 
After i received my order i went and sat in the lobby, on the 
same side as the young man who dropped the money. Your 
employee then came into the lobby. What happened next i 
would have never expected. Your employee approached the 
young man and took out his wallet, and said å?oSir on 
behalf of Dairy Queen I would like to give you the $20 that 
you happened to drop on the ground as you walked away 
from the counter. I realize that this is not the $20 bill you 
dropped because the older woman stole it but it does have 
the same face value.å? The gentleman began to thank your 
employee for taking his own personal money and giving it 
to the blind man. I was in shock by the generosity that your 
employee had, taking his own money out of his own wallet 
to give to the customer because some other lady decided to 
steal something that wasn’t hers. As I was leaving I went 
up and asked for your employees name, he told me that his 
name was Joey. So from a customer of your store and a 
customer of DQ i would proudly like to say that Joey has 
forever sealed my fate as a life long customer of the […] 
Mainstreet Dairy Queen]. Thank you for outstanding 
customer service and for and even better experience.” 

Joey’s last name is Prusak, and many reporters interviewed 
him after the email detailing his Good Samaritan action 
went viral. Mr. Prusak said, “The owner [of the Dairy 
Queen] asked why I didn’t tell him. I said I didn’t think I 
needed to. I didn’t think I needed to tell anyone, and I 
didn’t tell anyone.” The customer whose $20 Mr. Prusak 
replaced was a regular customer at the Dairy Queen. Mr. 



Prusak said, “He always pays with a debit card. I don’t 
know if he is partially blind or fully blind or what the 
situation is.” When the blind customer dropped a $20 bill 
and an older woman picked it up, Mr. Prusak asked her to 
return the money to its rightful owner, but the older woman 
refused. Mr. Prusak said, “I was like, ‘If you are not going 
to return the money, please leave the store. She said, ‘It’s 
mine.’ I said, ‘Please leave the store.’” Mr. Prusak’s boss, 
Nancy Pettit, posted the anonymous email praising Mr. 
Prusak so that all her employees could read it. The email 
went viral after someone posted a photograph of it on 
Facebook. Ms. Pettit said, “It’s nice to see a young man do 
the right thing and get recognized for it. I just feel very 
blessed to have such a wonderful young man working at 
my shop.” (122) 

A Free Smoothie 

In September 2013, the website Consumerist printed a story 
about a McDonald’s (no location given) manager who gave 
a free smoothie to a man named Matthew (no last name 
given). Matthew wrote about the good deed and sent in the 
story to the Consumerist. He had just finished a workout 
and felt like drinking a berry smoothie, so he headed to a 
nearby McDonald’s, planning to use his debit card to pay 
for the smoothie. Unfortunately, the McDonald’s card 
machine was down, so he explained that he was not 
carrying cash and asked for a cup of water instead. 
Fortunately for Matthew, the manager made him a free 
smoothie. Matthew wrote the Consumerist, “I completely 
wasn’t expecting that, and it totally made my day. This 
particular McDonald’s is going to be getting a lot more 
business of mine after workouts because of this. Great 
customer service.” (123) 

Good Guy Pizza Hut Manager 



When Redditor Masta-Blasta was in college, he and other 
impoverished college students worked at Pizza Hut. Their 
manager knew that they had little money, and so the 
manager would order them to make lots of pizzas five 
minutes before the buffet closed. Then the manager would 
tell them, “Oops, looks like you guys will have to take 
those home — don’t want them to go to waste.” Redditor 
Metroidzoid commented, “I know Jesus said there was only 
one way to get into heaven, but I’m pretty sure there was an 
implied asterisk and it was for this manager.” HenkleVV 
commented, “It’s been a while since I read the Bible, but 
I’m pretty sure it was on the whole rather positive about 
feeding the hungry.” (124) 

Sainsbury Takes Advice from a 3 1/2-Year Old Lily 
Robinson 

In May 2011, Lily Robinson (who was then age three and a 
half years old) looked at a loaf of Sainsbury’s tiger bread 
and thought that it resembled a giraffe much more than it 
did a tiger. Therefore, with the help of her parents, she 
wrote a letter suggesting a name change to Sainsbury’s 
customer service department: “Why is tiger bread called 
tiger bread? It should be called giraffe bread. Love from 
Lily Robinson age 3 1/2.” Customer support manager Chris 
King (who was then age 27 and 1/3) wrote back and agreed 
with her: “I think renaming tiger bread giraffe bread is a 
brilliant idea — it looks much more like the blotches on a 
giraffe than the stripes on a tiger, doesn’t it? It is called 
tiger bread because the first baker who made it a loooong 
time ago thought it looked stripey like a tiger. Maybe they 
were a bit silly.” Mr. King also sent her a Sainsbury’s gift 
card. Lily’s mother posted the letters on her blog, and they 
went viral — with the result that Sainsbury’s changed the 
name of the bread. Some info was posted near the newly 
named bread: “Thanks to a clever suggestion from one of 
our customers we’ve changed the name of our tiger bread 



to giraffe bread. Don’t worry, the recipe hasn’t changed 
and the bread still tastes as great as ever.” Sainsbury’s also 
announced, “In response to overwhelming customer 
feedback that our tiger bread has more resemblance to a 
giraffe, from today we will be changing our tiger bread to 
giraffe bread and seeing how that goes.” (125) 

Free Food for the Poor 

On 22 September 2013 on Imgur, Redditor soupdogg8 
posted a photograph with the caption “Business in Dubai 
giving free food for the poor.” Dubai is a city in the United 
Arab Emirates. The photo shows various items of food, 
along with a sign that had writing in Arabic and English. 
The English parts read “FREE FOOD, Only for those who 
have no money to buy food or unemploye” (part of the 
word was cut off by the framing of the photo) and “We are 
Requesting you to take 1 pc per Person.” Redditor 
Lowest_Of_the_Low commented, “Every place in Dubai 
that I shopped at in their bazars had free water. But this is 
even better. Third Pillar of Islam, like someone else 
mentioned, is to give charity.” deedee50 commented that 
“having been to Dubai many times, various mall have these 
stands it’s standard practice in certain areas, re: 3rd pillar 
they’re doing it for religious reasons not PR.” (126) 

Good Guy bonkette 

Not everyone feels comfortable giving money to transients. 
Redditor bonkette has a solution that works for her: “I live 
in an area with a large transient population. Since I feel 
uncomfortable giving out money, I keep granola bars with 
me wherever I go. If someone asks for a handout, I offer a 
granola bar. I even keep them in my car for when I pass by 
them on corners. I have been turned down only once but 
everyone else is happy for the food. My young son has 
gotten into the action and now wants to give the bars to the 
‘people who need a little help.’ In addition to providing a 



little help to people who are hungry, I am also teaching my 
son at an early age to be kind to those who are not as 
fortunate as he is.” (127) 

FREE FOOD FOR A YEAR 

Good Guy Greg is a meme where people write about good 
deeds. In August 2013, Redditor Ifa[*]p10xADay used the 
meme to write this about his brother: “WINS FREE FOOD 
FOR A YEAR / GIVES IT TO A HOMELESS MAN.” His 
comments on Reddit give the backstory. His brother won 
meals from a restaurant for a year. Each month, he gets 
coupons for free meals from the restaurant and gives them 
to a homeless man whom he used to see holding a begging 
sign. The brother would give the homeless man change, 
and he knew that the homeless man could use the meals. 
(128) 

A Sweet Reward for Heroism: “I Bought Him All Kinds 
of Ice Cream” 

In December 2002 in Tulsa, Oklahoma, six-year-old Justin 
Bishop may have saved the life of his one-year-old cousin, 
Stormi Keepers, who was visiting her grandmother, Catty 
Perryman. Stormi was playing and pulling out drawers 
from a dresser, on which was a television. Justin happened 
to walk into the room and noticed that the television was 
going to fall over onto Stormi. Fortunately, he pushed 
Stormi out of the way just as the television was falling. Ms. 
Perryman said, “'He went walking through there and saw 
what was going on. That’s when he ran toward her and 
pushed her out of the way. That’s quick thinking for a six-
year-old.” Ms. Perryman rewarded Justin for his heroism: 
“I bought him all kinds of ice cream.” (129) 

“She’s the Hero, and I’m Glad She’s All Right”  

In June 2005 in Albany, New York, a man with a large 
butcher’s knife accosted a female student who attended 



Hackett Middle School. Fortunately, two men who worked 
in the laundry room at Stratton VA Hospital, Perry Smith 
and Curtis Frasier, saw what was happening and 
intervened, saving the student from being either abducted 
or murdered. Mr. Smith said, “We were sitting out here 
having coffee and we heard her scream. It allowed us to go 
see what happened and he recognized us coming and let her 
go and he ran. He was all masked up. He knew what he was 
doing. He came out here with intentions to hurt somebody.” 
He added, “It was a big deal, but it was on her behalf it 
was, and she defended herself.” Assistant Police Chief 
Steve Reilly said, “They assisted in scaring off the 
assailant. So their role was critical. It probably prevented a 
very serious situation.” Mr. Smith said, “She made the 
difference. Can’t change that. She made the difference. She 
needs to know that she’s my hero. Simple as that. She’s the 
hero, and I’m glad she’s all right.” (130) 

“I am a Drug Addict. About 11 or 12 Years Ago I 
Robber this Store with a Gun. I Do Not Use Drugs 
Anymore and I Feal I Must Make Amends to the People 
I Have Hurt in the Past” 

In early September 2013, an unidentified man entered the 
InterAsian Market and Deli in Nashville, Tennessee, and 
gave them an envelope, inside of which was $400 
(according to a short article in The Nashville Scene, the 
amount was $300) and an apologetic note in which he 
asked for forgiveness. Originally, Somboon Wu, son of 
store owner Keosavanh Xayarath, was hesitant about taking 
the envelope, even though the unidentified man told him 
that money was in it. Mr. Wu said, “He kept insisting I take 
it. He left, he came back. He was really emphatic: ‘Take 
it.’” Finally, the unidentified man put the envelope on the 
counter and left the grocery market. The note inside the 
envelope stated, “I am a drug addict. About 11 or 12 years 
ago I robber this store with a gun. I do not use drugs 



anymore and I feal I must make amends to the people I 
have hurt in the past. I came in you’re store around 9 or 20 
o’clock in 2002 or 2003 and I got a 6 pack of beer and ask 
for cigaretts, when the registar opened to give change I 
pulled out a gun and took about $30000 from the register 
then drove away in a white car. I hope you will accept this 
money and find forgiveness. Peace be with you — 
Anonymous.” Mr. Wu and Mr. Xayarath put a scan of the 
letter on Twitter and Instagram. They added this caption: 
“We were robbed about 11 or 12 years. Today, we 
surprisingly received this note from the robber and the 
stolen cash returned. This is truly inspirational and reminds 
us that there are plenty of good people in this world. To the 
anonymous person, we want to tell you all is forgiven and 
thank for your note. We don’t care about the money. We 
are more inspired and touched by your act. We hope you 
find peace in life and prosperity. Best wishes!” Mr. Wu 
said, “Isn’t it amazing? We don’t know this guy, but we 
want to let people know he’s out there trying to fix his 
life.” He added, “You know, we get cynical. I get cynical 
… a lot. But this just slaps you in the face. There are good 
people out there, and they deserve a second chance.” In a 
TV interview with WSMV (Nashville, Tennessee), Mr. Wu 
said, “We just want to let him know if he’s watching, 
wherever life takes you, we forgive you for what you did.” 
(131) 

“Your Baby is Outside, and She’s About to Fall Off of 
the Roof” 

On 26 July 2013 in Bensonhurst, Brooklyn, New York, an 
18-month-old girl crawled through an opening for an air 
conditioner and got onto a second-floor awning. Qing 
Chen, who rescued the girl, said, “I don’t feel like [a] hero 
or anything like that. Anybody would step in like that.” Mr. 
Chen was working at Pure Health Pharmacy across the 
street when he saw the baby girl and then ran across the 



street. He said, “She was crawling back and forth and to the 
edge — she was about to fall off. And that’s when we 
yelled at her and [she] crawled back to where the letter ‘O’ 
[in a sign that said COMPUTER] was and she sat there. We 
screamed at her [and] said, ‘Don’t move,’ and [she] started 
crying and she just sat there.” Some other Good Samaritans 
put up a ladder, but it was not tall enough to reach the girl. 
Amy Vaccaro, a witness, said, “I was shaking. I started 
screaming, and the baby was crying and screaming, 
everybody was like ‘Oh, my god!’” She added, “My boss 
actually got on top […] and he put his hand up just in case 
the baby rolled over he would catch her.” Mr. Chen found 
the girl’s mother cooking in the apartment: “I said, 
‘Where’s your baby?’ She was in shock. And I was like, 
‘Your baby is outside, and she’s about to fall off of the 
roof.’” He went out onto the awning and got the baby girl. 
He said, “When I grabbed her, I almost came to tears 
because I have a baby that big and that old.” (132) 

“In Our Family We Take Care of Our Neighbors, No 
Matter What” 

On 25 July 2013 in an apartment at the Arbors at North 
Decatur in the Atlanta Georgia, suburb of Decatur, fire 
broke out. Zna Gresham, a 10-year-old girl, caught a one-
month-old baby named Diana whose family in desperation 
dropped from a second-floor window. Zna said, “The lady 
upstairs, she was dropping her babies. I caught the newborn 
baby from falling; before it hit the ground I had caught it.” 
Because of the smoke and fire, the family was forced to 
drop their children from the window. DeKalb County Fire 
Battalion Chief Christopher Morrison said, “The smoke 
was rising so quickly to the upper floors, they couldn’t 
make their way outside their upper apartment into the 
hallway because of the smoke. They just went to a window 
and they threw the child outside to the people, to the 
neighbors, down on the ground.” A two-year-old and a 



three-year-old hit the ground, but are expected to recover 
from minor injuries. Zna said, “In our family we take care 
of our neighbors, no matter what. No matter if they get hurt 
or anything, we take care of them.” (133) 

“The Explosion Literally Lifted Us Off Our Feet” 

On 30 October 1998, in Chicago, Illinois, a backhoe 
operator punctured a natural gas line. That was bad enough, 
but the gas line was a big one: It was 24 inches in diameter 
instead of the more common eight to 12 inches. Natural 
gas, which had been colored with a dye to make it visible, 
shot into the air. The backhoe operator called the Peoples 
Gas Light and Coke Co. to close the line because of the 
possibility of an explosion. One police officer responding 
to the emergency was Sergeant James “Moon” McMullin, 
who arrived first on the scene. A high-rise apartment 
building filled with senior citizens needed to be evacuated. 
Sergeant McMullin said, “You don’t think — you just rely 
on your training and react. You react in an orderly and 
swift manner. We knew that if the gas caught fire, we were 
in for serious trouble.” He ran from apartment to apartment, 
pounding on doors, and telling people to evacuate the 
building. He carried to safety senior citizens who were 
incapable of walking. Another officer joined him, and they 
worked together, going floor to floor. More police officers 
arrived to help. The elevators had been shut down so that 
sparks would not ignite the gas. Some senior citizens had to 
be evacuated down 12, 13, or 14 floors. In only 20 minutes, 
the 85 residents —most of them in their 70s and 80s — in 
the 14-floor high-rise building had been evacuated. Then an 
explosion occurred, possibly because of a pilot light left on 
in an apartment that had a window open. Sergeant 
McMullin said, “The explosion literally lifted us off our 
feet.” Flames shot up, and police officers realized that they 
needed to evacuate a second high-rise apartment building 
because flames were blowing toward it. Sergeant McMullin 



sent half of the emergency workers to the top floor and half 
to the bottom floor, and both groups of emergency workers 
worked toward the middle. They safely evacuated all 84 
residents in the second building. The coroner’s office had 
set up an emergency area nearby with dozens of body bags. 
Fortunately, none of the body bags was needed because 
there were no casualties. As you would expect, Sergeant 
McMullin received many awards for his actions that day, 
although he insisted that he ought not to be singled out—he 
pointed out that many emergency workers had saved lives 
that day. (134) 

“I Kept Praying and Reminding God that Since I Only 
Came to Save an Innocent Baby from a Horrendous 
Death, My Life Should Also be Spared” 

In August 2013 in Makurdi, Benue, Nigeria, electrician 
Michael Anthony went into the burning house of a 
neighbor to rescue a crying baby. Although he suffered 
painful burns that required expensive medical treatment, he 
did save the life of the 13-month-old baby girl. This is the 
story in his own words: “The fire started that evening 
without anybody noticing it; before anyone knew what was 
happening, the inferno had spread like wild fire, engulfing 
the entire house. At th[at] point, people in the 
neighborhood made desperate efforts to rescue three 
children from the fire, but the inferno intensified. 
Unfortunately, we were still hearing the cry of a baby from 
the house and given the intensity of the spreading fire, 
nobody was ready to risk his life in order to save the crying 
baby that was trapped in the building. Though people had 
already made telephone calls to the state fire service, it 
became obvious that the baby might be consumed if 
nothing urgent was done to save her. There was wailing 
and crying by the helpless neighbours who were shouting 
for help to rescue the baby, but no one was ready to take 
the risk because at that point it was as if the entire building 



would cave in and collapse on the crying baby. It was at 
that point that I summoned courage, said a word of prayer 
and dashed into the raging fire because I could no more 
stand the cry of the dying baby. I was able to locate her in 
one of the rooms where she was trapped; I picked her up 
and managed to throw her out of one of the windows from 
where neighbours took her away. But from that point, part 
of the roof of the house collapsed on me, and it became 
difficult to trace my way out of the engulfed house and the 
windows of the building had burglary-proof [bars] and I 
couldn’t squeeze myself out. I thought it was all over for 
me because part of my cloth[e]s and body were already on 
fire and I was gradually choking and was no longer seeing 
the outside of the building. All I was hearing at that point 
was people shouting that I was dead and no one attempted 
to come near. But I kept praying and reminding God that 
since I only came to save an innocent baby from a 
horrendous death, my life should also be spared. Though at 
that instance, parts of my body were already on fire but I 
managed to push forward with all the strength within me, 
and I finally made it out miraculously. At this time I was 
completely exhausted and could hardly recognize anybody 
and in serious pains since my body had already started 
burning. Luckily, my parents and other onlookers rushed 
me to this hospital where I am presently receiving 
treatment.” He was hospitalized at the Benue State 
University Teaching Hospital. His father, Mr. Anthony 
Anthony, a trader from Enugu state, said, “I have no regrets 
for the action my son took to save the little baby; in fact, 
every Nigerian should learn from this singular action. We 
must all learn to be our brother’s keeper irrespective of who 
and what you are. My only plea is that Nigerians should 
please not allow my son to die from the burns he had 
suffered. He is in so much pains and we lack the finance to 
take care of him. If that is done, I’ll be a satisfied man and 



Michael will also be happy and not regret that he put his 
life on the line to save an innocent life.” 

Unfortunately, Mr. Michael Anthony died from his fire 
wounds on 15 September 2013. His brother, Charles, said, 
“He died last night [Sunday, 15 September 2013]. I can’t 
even fathom this. My brother had high hopes of going back 
to school and becoming an important person in the 
society.” Michael said before dying, “I’m grateful, 
however, that the attempt [to rescue the child] was 
successful. I don’t in any way regret my action. No matter 
what it turns out to be [life or death], my joy is to make 
heaven at last.” Michael’s father, Mr. Anthony Anthony, 
said, “There is no cause for regret since my son did a 
marvelous work and died in the cause of doing good. He 
was a friend of little children right from his childhood and 
that was what propelled him to risk his life.” Michael’s 
mother, Edith, said, “I give thanks since it is the will of 
God.” (135) 

“She was So Excited About [the CPR Class]. She Went 
Home and Made Her Dad Lie on the Floor and Act Like 
He was Dying — It was Really Cute” 

On 23 July 2013 at Patterson Lake near Dickinson, North 
Dakota, 10-year-old Mackenzie Wilkinson saved a two-
year-old boy from drowning. The boy was face down in the 
water and wearing a lifejacket. She grabbed her pool 
noodle and urged the boy to grab onto it. Her grandfather, 
Bob Henderson, said, “Next thing I know, Mackenzie’s 
coming up with this kid and this woman grabs this baby — 
he’s maybe two or so — and she came over to me and she 
said, ‘That little girl saved my baby.’” Mackenzie’s mother, 
Cherie Wilkinson, thinks that a CPR class that Mackenzie 
had witnessed last summer — Mackenzie tagged along —
may have helped her to act quickly. Cherie said, “She’s too 
young to have the certification, but she went through the 



certification class. She was so excited about it. She went 
home and made her dad lie on the floor and act like he was 
dying — it was really cute.” Mackenzie has never had a 
formal swimming class, but she likes “the temperature, the 
way you get your hair wet, the way you feel alive,” while 
swimming. (136) 

Don’t Tell Mom I’m a Hero 

On 21 August 2002, seven-year-old Jordan Wyman of 
Lacey, Washington, rescued an infant floating toward the 
deep end of a community swimming pool in Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming. Jordan, who was there with his grandparents, 
said, “The water was going up over his eyes, so I went 
over, picked him up, and took him to his daddy.” Like 
many heroes, Jordon is modest about his heroism. When 
the infant’s father asked Jordan for his name, his 
grandparents said that Jordan told him that he was just a 
Cub Scout from Washington state. His grandparents also 
said that Jordan did not want his mother to learn what he 
had done. According to his grandparents, Jordan said, “My 
mom will call the news [and] make a big deal of it, and I 
will have to be on TV.” (137) 

“Ordinary People Doing Extraordinary Things” 

On 6 July 2005 at Shoalhaven Heads Beach in New South 
Wales, Australia, a 13-year-old autistic boy named James 
van der Meer was caught in a rip current and started being 
swept out to sea. His father, Sean Ryan, was fishing close 
by and saw what happened: “He got knocked over by a 
wave, then, to my horror, he started to get swept out.” Mr. 
Ryan entered the water to help his son, but the strong 
currents carried him in a different direction. However, it 
seemed as if his son, who is a good swimmer, was making 
good headway against the current so Mr. Ryan started to 
swim toward the shore, too. He said, “I was in a bit of 
difficulty myself at that stage, so I headed back in. I could 



see he was going okay, and I wasn’t going okay.” 
However, Mr. Ryan made it to shore, but his son was swept 
further from the beach by the strong current. Senior 
Constables Paul Nancekivell and Kelly Thomas 
commandeered a surfboard and body board and were able 
to paddle to the boy. Senior Constable Nancekivell said, 
“He was remarkably calm.” They were able to bring him to 
shore. However, a surfer named Luke Hewitt, who had 
been helping, ran into trouble. Constable Alison Molyneux 
swam to him and helped him to keep his head above water. 
She said that she told him, “Look at me, stay with me, and 
go under when I do.” She added, “It’s hard when 
someone’s depending on you that much.” Also involved in 
the rescue was Senior Constable Nick Drennan, who 
coordinated the rescue from the beach. Senior Constable 
Thomas said, “It’s just policing. We do it every day,” 
Inspector Bill Carter said he was “very proud” of his 
officers, adding, “It’s all about ordinary people doing 
extraordinary things.” (138) 

“My Uncle Said My Hair Smelled Like Smoke for 
Weeks” 

In September 1967, Rochester, New York, firefighter 
Willie Johnson rescued an infant in a burning building. 
Thirty-eight years later, in 2005, he met her when he was 
honored as the Rochester Fire Department’s Firefighter of 
the Year. The infant, born Dita Jackson, but now Dita 
Powell, an actress and singer, sang a song she had written 
titled “Miracle.” She said, “I don’t remember much from 
the fire, of course, but my uncle said my hair smelled like 
smoke for weeks. They always called me the miracle girl.” 
Mr. Johnson went into the burning apartment and found 
Dita first and passed her out a window. Then he found two 
more children, her brother and sister, but they unfortunately 
died from carbon monoxide poisoning. Mr. Johnson said, 
“It’s just by the grace of God I saw [Dita]. It’s part of my 



job. It was the way I was trained.” Pastor Eulah Nelson, 
Dita’s aunt, remembered, “It was a dark day for us. We had 
two caskets of two children at one funeral. But the great 
thing is, one was saved. Firefighter Johnson was our 
angel.” (139) 

Books Have Magic in Between Their Pages  

Sally, a regular contributor to Marty’s Bartcop 
Entertainment website, wrote this in passing about a good 
deed she had performed: “My new neighbors (across the 
street) arrived here from Israel in late summer. The parents 
speak limited English, but the kids, none at all. I sent over a 
bag of picture books for the kids to use and keep, and have 
been rewarded by big smiles and waves in the morning, 
while getting my kids off to school! Books have magic in 
between their pages….” (140) 

“PS: We are Not Responsible for Any Pre or Post 
Marital Problems that Playing These Games may 
Cause” 

In October 2013, Redditor bryandeger posted a Success 
Kid meme on Reddit and Imgur that stated, “Don’t Have 
the Disposable Income To Buy A Video Game I Really 
Wanted That Came Out Recently / Won It On A Radio 
Contest On My Way To Work This Morning.” Even more 
fortunately, Joveth Gonzalez of 2K Games saw the posting 
and then read some of his comments about working two 
jobs while saving money for his upcoming wedding. Mr. 
Gonzalez then sent bryandeger a care package that included 
games, a jersey, and shoes. (He asked bryandeger about his 
size — and address.) He also included in the package this 
letter:  

“Hi Bryandeger,  

“I saw your post on Reddit and read your comments about 
working two jobs and trying to save money for your 



wedding. I wanted to do something to help you out, so I 
rallied the team here at 2K to see what we could do. I hope 
that we can provide you with hours of entertainment with 
the games that we’ve included in this package. You also 
mentioned that you were a huge fan of NBA2K, so we’ve 
sent you a limited edition jersey and d rose shoes.  

“Think of it as an early wedding present. 

“Oh, and I know if you have your choice, you’d be playing 
GTA V [Grand Theft Auto 5] and while that’s not us (that’s 
our sister company, Rockstar), I’ve included a copy from 
my own personal collection (my backlog is HUGE 
anyway). 

“Please enjoy, and good luck with everything!” 

“Joveth Gonzalez (Community Manager) and the rest of the 
team at 2K. 

“PS: We are not responsible for any pre or post marital 
problems that playing these games may cause.” 

Some people suspicious — often with good reason — that 
such good deeds are really marketing schemes, but 
bryandeger assured Redditors that this is not a marketing 
scheme: “I took a better photo of everything I got, set it up 
nicely and got some good lighting in. But I didn’t post it 
because I didn’t want Reddit to think it was a marketing 
scheme. Thus I went with the more grainy photo I took 
when I opened my package last night. The guy who sent it 
to me is a redditor. I know the outcome of marketing on 
Reddit (looking at you […]) but Joveth came across my 
post and wanted to do something nice for someone. He 
didn’t tell me to make sure to post this on Reddit, I just 
wanted to share how genuinely nice people can be ….” 
(141) 

My Little Grand Theft Auto 



Imgurian KyleBrodes, aka Kyle, who lives in Kansas City, 
Kansas posted a sarcastic image on Imgur mock-
complaining about how his friends are all playing Grand 
Theft Auto V but he can’t afford to buy a copy because he 
has to pay for things like rent and food for his two 
daughters. Imgurian leveebreaks saw the post and wrote in 
the comments, “Send me a message with an address or PO 
box, and I’ll ship you a copy of GTA V on the system of 
your choosing, Kyle.” He then added that he was doing this 
good deed “to say thanks for being a good father, and 
taking care of your family first.” The package he sent 
included not only the GTA V game but also some My Little 
Ponies for Kyle’s two daughters: Guinevere and 
Genevieve. After the package arrived and made him and his 
two daughters happy, Kyle wrote, “In all seriousness this is 
one of the nicest, kindest, most unbelievable random acts of 
kindness I have ever been a part of. Those girls have slept 
with those horses every night, and I have been nerding out 
as much as possible on GTA V (officially one of, if not 
THE, greatest game[s] of all time).” leveebreaks wrote, 
“Glad you’re enjoying the game and the girls are enjoying 
the ponies!” (142) 

One Large Coffee, One Large Double Double, One 
Boston Cream Donut, and 500 More Large Coffees, 
Please 

On 2 July 2013, a mystery man walked into the downtown 
coffee-and-donuts chain restaurant Tim Hortons at Jasper 
Avenue and 101 Street in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, and 
ordered a large coffee, a double double, and a Boston 
cream donut. Then he asked a clerk how many large 
coffees were sold there in a typical day. The clerk replied, 
“A lot.” The man asked, “Do you sell 500?” The clerk 
replied, “We sell even more than that.” The man then 
ordered and paid for 500 large coffees to be given to the 
next 500 customers who ordered a large coffee. The tab: 



$895.28. Manager Joanne Averion said, “The supervisor 
asked [him], ‘Why?’ He didn’t say anything; he just did it 
for no reason.” Perhaps he did it to make customers smile; 
if so, he got what he paid for. Customers got free large 
coffees and smiled until approximately 8:30 a.m. the 
following day. In a comment on the article in the Metro 
News, ManBearPig wrote, “Man, this guy is awesome! I 
hope he gets to ride a unicorn one day … he deserves it.” 
Other people also bought multiple free coffees for Tim 
Hortons customers. On 25 July 2013, a woman whose 
father is a patient in Edmonton’s Royal Alexandra Hospital 
bought 800 cups of coffee to be given away. Monica 
Kavanaugh said, “It’s a way to give back. They’ve 
[hospital staff have] helped my father a lot, and I just feel, 
why not give a little back to the hospital?” Earlier, at the 
same Tim Hortons in the hospital (this is not the downtown 
Tim Hortons written about earlier), a man bought 500 cups 
of coffee to be given away. Hundreds of cups of Tim 
Hortons coffee were also purchased at the Crowfoot Tim 
Hortons in Calgary, Alberta, Canada, and at a Tim Hortons 
in Red Deer, Alberta, Canada. Are these purchases a 
publicity stunt for Tim Hortons? Tim Hortons 
spokeswoman Michelle Robichaud said, “Absolutely not. 
We’re just as surprised and thrilled as our guests have been 
by these incredible random acts of kindness … our only 
role is really in pouring the cups of coffee.” (143) 

Free Pizza 

On Facebook, Jackie Johnson-Smith shared a story of being 
a recipient of a good deed while eating at Fong’s Pizza in 
downtown Des Moines, Iowa, on 14 July 2013. She started 
to breastfeed one of her children in the restaurant, but she 
worried about upsetting the other customers and finished 
the breastfeeding in her car. Waitress Bodi Kinney brought 
the bill for dinner to Ms. Johnson-Smith’s husband. On the 
bill, she wrote, “I bought one of your pizzas. Please thank 



your wife for breastfeeding!!” Ms. Kinney told Des 
Moines, Iowa, TV station KCCI, “It’s kind of a taboo and 
society kind of frowns upon it. We need to come together 
and support each other when it comes to nursing our 
children.” This is Ms. Johnson-Smith’s Facebook post: “I 
have breastfed three children … I have breastfed them in 
countless of places both pleasant and unpleasant, discreetly 
and out in the open. I have gotten many looks and stares, 
but tonight erases any negativity I have ever received. I ate 
at Fongs for the first time tonight. Having a fussy baby I 
nursed him for awhile in the booth and eventually left the 
table early as to not disrupt the restaurant. The waitress 
gave this receipt to my husband. I was speechless and 
emotional. Although I don’t need a pat on the back for 
feeding my child, it sure felt amazing. It is amazing how 
we women can make each other feel when we empower 
each other.” On 15 July 2013, Ms. Jackson-Smith added 
this comment to her Facebook page: “Let’s make this 
wonderful experience common place and make all nursing 
mamas feel accepted wherever their nurslings need them.” 
(144) 

Being Grateful 

A person who posts online as Samx3i wrote on 13 July 
2013 about a good deed that he and his wife did for a 
woman and about the wonderful thank you that they 
received from her afterward: “My wife and I went out of 
our way to help a lady whose car wouldn’t start. Tonight, 
we got a knock at our door.” The woman brought them a 
cake with fruit and the words “Thank you” and “Chris & 
Wife” written on it and also a card from Hallmark. Samx3i 
posted photos of the cake and card on Imgur and wrote 
about the inside of the card, “Seriously the best part. She 
actually drew an adorable cartoon version of herself being 
grateful. Who does that?” (145) 



“Helping a Bride Make Her Wedding is About The Best 
Mitzvah a Person Can Do” 

In October 2012, Kristin Schwab and her fiancé Michael 
Parton paid almost $5,000 as a deposit to reserve 
Bridgewaters as a venue for their wedding reception. 
Unfortunately, Hurricane Sandy damaged Bridgewaters so 
badly that it was still shuttered in June 2013. Ms. Schwab 
and Mr. Parton are using the courts as they try to get their 
deposit returned. They also had difficulty getting the 
money to pay for a new venue for their wedding reception, 
which will be held in August 2013. Fortunately, criminal 
lawyer Benjamin Brafman, founder of a law firm based in 
Manhattan, read about the couple’s problems in an article 
in The New York Post, and he mailed Ms. Schwab a check 
for enough money to pay the deposit for their new venue. 
Mr. Brafman did not think that the couple would get their 
deposit refunded to them in time for the August wedding 
because the court system can move slowly. Ms. Schwab, 
who is an Emergency Room internist, said, “I’m just 
stunned by the whole thing. I was like, ‘Holy Cow! I didn’t 
know there were still Good Samaritans out there!’” Mr. 
Brafman said, “Helping a bride make her wedding is about 
the best Mitzvah a person can do.” (146) 

Random Act of Kindness Kevin 

Someone on Imgur was going to be kicked out of his home 
because he was $27 short on his rent and had sold 
everything except a laptop that he needed for “future 
work,” so fellow Imgurian Nobodyn0se, aka Kevin, sent 
him $30 through PayPal and then posted a picture using the 
meme Good Guy Greg that stated, “HELPED A FELLOW 
IMGURIAN WITH RENT” and “KEEPS TELLING 
OTHERS THAT IT WAS ONLY $30, NOT A KIDNEY.” 
Another Imgurian, Candievenom, posted a parody of the 
original plea for help that stated, “I’m about to be out on 



the street because I’m 1 million dollars short on my rent.” 
Imgurian SlothOverloaded then wrote a comment that was 
a parody of Nobodn0se’s original comment: “What’s your 
paypal? I’ll send yoHEY WAIT A MINUTE!” By the way, 
after his good deed went viral, Nobodyn0se wrote, “HOLY 
CRAP PEOPLE! I went to bed with 29k reputation and 
woke up with 54k!!!! This is kind of overwhelming....” 

UPDATE 

Unfortunately, in early August 2013, Imgurian Nobodyn0se 
 discovered that the whole thing was a rip-off. He learned 
that someone has several email addresses and that person 
posts various appeals for financial help. Imgurians respond, 
and their money goes into one PayPal account. Imgurian 
Nobodyn0se thought that he was doing a good deed; 
unfortunately, someone was apparently taking advantage of 
him. Nobodyn0se wrote, “I want to apologize to you, 
Imgur. I promise you that I did not know this was a scam at 
the time. I honestly thought I was helping a fellow 
Imgurian. I was taken advantage of just as much as you 
were. I don’t want anyone to feel like they gave me upvotes 
or messages of support under false pretenses, and I want 
you to know that if you remove your upvotes from my 
account (or even downvote me) I will not complain or hold 
any ill will towards you.” (147) 

Burger and Fries: $10,000 (Includes a Large Tip) 

In June 2013, Robert “Bob” Erb stopped to eat at Cliff 
Luther’s restaurant, the Old West Express, in Chamberlain, 
Saskatchewan, Canada, and the two men struck up a 
conversation that resulted in Mr. Erb voluntarily paying 
$10,000 for a burger and fries. Why the large tip? Mr. 
Luther’s daughter is fighting cancer. Mr. Erb said that Mr. 
Luther was “so overwhelmed, so befuddled by it that I 
ended up having to flip my own burger because he was real 
emotional.” Mr. Erb is an advocate for the legalization of 



marijuana, and the two men talked about that. Mr. Luther 
said, “He was telling me how he thinks legalizing 
marijuana is the way to go, you know, which was 
interesting. One thing came to another, and he’s from B.C. 
[British Columbia] and I was telling him how my 25-year-
old daughter is out there right now and has just been 
diagnosed with cancer.” Mr. Erb, whose 26-year-old son 
died four-and-a-half years ago, said, “He was emotional 
about it, just as any parent would be in that kind of 
situation.” Mr. Erb said that he was impressed by Mr. 
Luther’s “open-mindedness, and how he was just looking 
to talk and to learn about things from another perspective.” 
Following that conversation, a few days later, Mr. Erb ate 
again at the restaurant. Mr. Luther said, “He asked for a pen 
and said, ‘Here, you can just take the bill out of that.’ It was 
a cheque for $10,000. He just kind of said, ‘If you need to 
get out there quickly, this will help you.’” Mr. Erb has 
money: He won a $25-million lottery jackpot in November 
2012. Mr. Luther said about the $10,000 check, “It 
certainly lightens the load for us. You kind of think, ‘Why 
would someone do that for somebody they don’t even 
know?’ It’s really lifted my spirits. There are just some 
really caring people out there.” (148) 

Mystery Tipper Tips $5,000, $1,000, and $1,000 in Utah 

In August 2013, a mystery tipper tipped $7,000 in Utah. On 
August 17, he tipped $5,000 on a $214.75 tab at Brewskis 
in Ogden, Utah. That same night, he tipped $1,000 on a $49 
tab at the nightclub Alleged in Odgen, Utah. That same 
weekend, he tipped $1,000 to a woman who works at Wolf 
Creek Utah Golf Course in Eden, Utah. People speculated 
that the mystery tipper is billionaire Sir Richard Branson, 
but Jared Allen, the owner of Alleged, said that the mystery 
tipper is not Sir Richard. Mr. Allen said, “Richard Branson 
was in town that week, but he’s not the guy who left the 
tips. It’s a young guy, an old classmate of our liquor rep for 



the bar. He wants to remain anonymous.” Mike Allen, 
Jared’s brother and a bartender at Alleged, said, “The guy 
had hired a limo to drive him around all day. He and five of 
his friends had sat at a table and opened a tab on this guy’s 
black American Express card. At the end of the evening, 
we brought over an iPad for him to sign the $49 bill, and he 
informed me that he wanted to leave $1,000 as a tip.” Mike 
asked the man if he was sure about his decision: “He 
looked surprised that I would even question it; however, he 
appreciated the fact that I double-checked. We split the tip 
between three bartenders and a waitress so we each took 
home $250.” (149) 

“And Suddenly the American Obesity Problem Makes 
Perfect Sense” 

Redditor kaamosrutto of Finland received a care package 
from America after his fellow Redditor and friend 
Z3r0Th3H3r0 from the United States heard that 
kaamosrutto hadn’t ever had Twinkies. The care package 
contained homemade chocolate chip cookies and brownies 
— Z3r0Th3H3r0 had heard that Finland doesn’t have 
brownies — as well as a huge assortment of USAmerican 
candy, snack bars, and other junk food. kaamosrutto wrote, 
“Thank you so much, Z3r0Th3H3r0!” Redditor slashVictor 
commented, “That is Grade A American snack food. We 
don’t lead the world in diabetes and heart disease by 
accident.” kaamosrutto replied, “Oh let me tell you. For the 
first time in my life, I have today tasted Doritos Cool 
Ranch chips. And suddenly the American obesity problem 
makes perfect sense.” kaamosrutto added, “I just can’t get 
over how delicious this stuff is.” Redditor 
Zach_Effin_Wiley commented, “I’m imagining you saying 
this with a full mouth, cramming more food into your face 
and having little flecks of chips and candy coming out 
while you say something that sounds more like, ‘M jmst 
cmn’t gmt mvmr hmm dmlmcms dms stms ms.’” And 



kaamosrutto replied, “I refuse to let you know how accurate 
this mental image is.” (150) 

CHAPTER 4: Stories 151-200 

“We were Both Blessed with Being Raised by Amazing 
Parents” 

On 23 September 2013, Conner Robinson, a 14-year-old 
freshman at Bellbrook High School in Ohio, lost his wallet 
at a Bellbrook-Fairborn football game. His wallet contained 
his ID, which he needed for an upcoming trip to 
Washington, as well as $18 and a gift card. He said, “I was 
really bummed, because my mom said I probably shouldn’t 
have taken it with me. We retraced our steps but didn’t find 
it. So I assumed it had been taken.” He telephoned his 
mother, Andy Robinson, to tell her about the loss. Ten 
minutes later, her doorbell rang. At the door were Branden 
Lilley, age 15, and Jordan Pumroy, age 16, both students at 
Fairborn High School. They had found Conner’s wallet and 
were returning it. Jordan said, “We were both blessed with 
being raised by amazing parents and the feeling of giving 
that wallet back, the joy of his parents just made it that 
much better.” Another Good Samaritan of this good deed is 
Branden’s mother, Rhonda Lilley, who drove them around 
for a half an hour until they found Andy Robinson’s house. 
(151) 

“We’re Honest People. We Know How Hard It is to 
Work for Your Money” 

A male customer found $80 lying on the floor under a table 
at a restaurant (not named) in Moncton, New Brunswick, 
Canada, and turned the money in. Restaurant co-owner 
Monique Chiasson put the money in an envelope in her 
office and hoped that someone would telephone or come in 
to ask about the money. No one came in, so a few days 
later, she went to the Internet: “I posted a little ad on there 



and in less than an hour, I found the person that lost the 
money.” The person who responded to the ad identified 
where the money was lost, as well as the amount of money 
and the denominations of the bills. Ms. Chiasson said, “It 
may be a small amount of money for some people, but it 
could have been someone that needed the money for food 
or for rent.” Customer Carole Perron said, “I think it’s very, 
very nice, honest. If it was me that lost it, I’d really 
appreciate if somebody else would bring it in.” Restaurant 
co-owner Gerard Chiasson said, “We’re honest people. We 
know how hard it is to work for your money.” The person 
whose money it was left a $20 reward for the man who 
found and turned it in — the Good Samaritan wishes to 
remain anonymous. The Chiassons will also give the Good 
Samaritan a free chicken dinner. On 8 October 2013, Ellen 
Monaghan commented on this article, “Which restaurant is 
it? I’d support a business that is that honest and tries so 
hard for its customers. And kudos to the customer that 
turned the money in, as well. I hope life blesses him […].” 
(152) 

“That’s the Definition of Ethics. It’s to Do the Right 
Thing Even When No One is Looking” 

Max Parenti’s mother, Heidi Parenti, did not believe that he 
had found a big wad of cash: “I couldn’t believe it. He and 
his dad called me and I said, ‘Prove it,’ and then they sent a 
photograph of Max with the money fanned out in front of 
him. It was pretty shocking.” In September 2013, Max, age 
eight, found the money in a bank deposit bag in some grass 
while walking with his father and his golden retriever in 
Founders Park in Exeter, New Hampshire. Max said, “I just 
found a bag of money. I thought it was just gonna be paper. 
It was like a bank deposit book. It had Bank of America on 
it.” They turned the $1,450 in to the police, who found the 
owner: Cheri Smith, who owns Puddlejumpers Children’s 
Shop in Exeter. The money had fallen out when she 



dropped her tote bag; Ms. Smith said, “My eyesight isn’t 
what it used to be.” Max’s father, Guy Parenti, an 
independent sales agent, remembered, “I said, ‘If we keep 
that money, it’s not that different from stealing that 
money.’ It’s not finders keepers. It’s just not the way I want 
to raise him.” Max said, “It’s good to give stuff back.” Ms. 
Smith said, “I grew up in this town and raised my kids here, 
and it really is the place it is because of people like Max’s 
parents, who used the opportunity to teach him, hey, we 
could put it in our pockets, but no, we all take care of each 
other.” She left a $100 reward and a thank-you note with 
the police. Police Captain William Shupe said, “This young 
man took some advice from his father and because of him 
the rightful owner got their property back. That’s the 
definition of ethics. It’s to do the right thing even when no 
one is looking.” (153) 

Janice Carnes: Good Samaritan Waitress 

In September 2013 in Lynchburg, Virginia, Andre 
Whitehead took money out of a bank in preparation for a 
trip to Virginia Beach and then ate breakfast at the Hilton 
Garden Hotel restaurant. He left a tip and paid his bill and 
returned to his car. Then a waitress ran after him. Mr. 
Whitehead said, “I got to the car, and she comes running 
out waving, and she said you tipped me, but you left a wad 
of money under the napkin and I wanted to give it to you.” 
He had left over $100 at the table in addition to a $20 tip. 
He was impressed by the good deed of the waitress: Janice 
Carnes. He said, “She could’ve kept it, but she brought it 
out to me.” Ms. Carnes said, “When I noticed it [while I 
was] cleaning [the table], I said, ‘Oh, that’s the money he 
pulled out of his wallet.’ I said, ‘Oh, sir, you left this on the 
table.’ I said, ‘I know it’s not my tip. [My tip] was separate. 
This is yours, you took out of your wallet.’” Mr. Whitehead 
said, “And she could’ve easily kept the money, and I 
would’ve just said, ‘Hey, I lost some cash,’ but I just 



thought that was a great thing for her to do.” Ms. Carnes is 
a mother of two, and she said that she could have used the 
money, but she added, “I just don’t believe in taking 
something that’s not yours. I believe in karma, so it’s what 
goes around comes around.” As a reward, Mr. Whitehead 
gave Ms. Carnes $30 in gift cards. He said that he will 
continue to frequent the Hilton Garden Hotel restaurant: 
“When I come through the door, I will be asking for her. 
There are good people in the world, and it’s cool to do 
good by people.” (154) 

“It’s the Only Way I Know How to Be” 

In September 2013, an 81-year-old woman who wishes to 
remain anonymous discovered that someone had forgotten 
a blazer and left it at the county-sponsored senior center on 
South Branch Road in Hillsborough, New Jersey. She went 
through the blazer pockets and found a bank debit card, 25 
$20 bills ($500), and a man’s wedding ring with a diamond 
setting. She then handed in everything to center director 
Renee Moody, who recognized the name on the bank debit 
card. The name was that of a 94-year-old woman who goes 
to the center. Ms. Moody called the woman’s son, who said 
that his ring had been missing for months. Chances are, it 
and the other items had been in the blazer pockets since 
spring. The woman’s son picked the blazer and the items 
that had been in the pockets. Ms. Moody praised the 81-
year-old woman who had handed in the items: “I told her 
what a wonderful thing she did. A lot of people would have 
put the items in their pocket and nobody would have been 
the wiser.” The 81-year-old woman replied to her, “It’s the 
only way I know how to be.” (155) 

The Greek Financial Crisis Did Not Prevent This 
Muslim Greek from Behaving Ethically 

In September 2013 (and before and after), many people 
were hit hard by the financial crisis in Greece, but that did 



not stop a resident of Xanthi in northern Greece from 
behaving ethically. The Greek, a member of the Muslim 
minority, found 8,000 euros in a bag. He was not wealthy, 
he was affected by the economic crisis, but he took the 
money to the police. The man who had lost the money, a 
Pontian Greek who works in Cyprus, came to the police to 
report his loss, and the police reunited the man with his 
money. The Pontian Greek thanked the Muslim Greek for 
his honesty and kindness. (156) 

“Mommy, What if It was Your or Daddy’s Wallet?” 

In August 2012, Haley Aubele noticed a purple wallet on a 
sidewalk while her mother, Marcy, was driving through 
downtown Irwin, Illinois. Haley insisted that her mother 
pull over and get the wallet and take it to the police. She 
said, “Mommy, what if it was your or Daddy’s wallet?” On 
11 September 2013, Dan Wensel, acting Irwin police chief, 
presented Haley with a commendation signed by Irwin 
Mayor Dan Rose. Police Chief Wensel said, “Being a good 
citizen and putting themselves in that situation, they 
brought it to the police station. It’s nice to see parents 
teaching their kids right from wrong.” He added, “I was 
surprised they turned it over with things still in it. Anybody 
could have taken the money out and tossed the wallet.” 
Through an address on a photo identification in the wallet, 
police tracked down the wallet’s owner, a woman from 
North Huntingdon, who had lost the wallet while taking a 
walk. Marcy Aubele said, “That made me feel good that 
we’re teaching her [four-year-old Haley] the right thing. 
She wanted to carry it up to the police department.” (157) 

Good Guy Sebastian Nunez 

On 28 February 2007 in Oildale, California, North High 
School sophomore Sebastian Nunez found $8,900 lying in 
the middle of a street. He said, “I’m just standing there, 
thinking, What do I do? Do I go back home or take it with 



me?” He was late for school, so he took the money to 
school with him. He said, “I thought about calling my 
parents, but I wondered how realistic [finding that money] 
would have sounded over the phone.” He looked at the 
bundle containing the money and found a deposit slip with 
this name on it: Clifford Mallory. Mr. Mallory lived on the 
same street as Sebastian’s grandmother, Kathy Cemo. That 
evening, he told his parents that he had something to tell 
him. Then he showed them the money and told them where 
he had found it. His mother, Brandy Cemo, said, “My 
husband and I sat there looking at it, dumbfounded.” 
Sebastian’s father, Joe Cemo, returned the money to Mr. 
Mallory, who gave Sebastian a $300 reward. Mr. Mallory 
had placed the $8,900 and his checkbook on top of his car 
and driven away. Fortunately, he found his checkbook and 
Sebastian found his money. Brandy Cemo, a believer in 
karma, said, “Anytime you do something bad, it comes 
back to you. And good things don’t go unnoticed.” (158) 

“I Feel Good, Man. I Feel Good. It’s a Good Deed, 
Man” 

In July 2013, two men saw a little over a thousand dollars 
blowing in the wind at a Schnucks grocery store in 
Jennings, Missouri. One man turned in the money he had 
collected; the other man ran away with the money he had 
collected. An elderly woman had lost the money; she was 
identified by an insurance card that she had lost with the 
money. The Good Samaritan, an African-American man 
who did not want to be identified, said, “I walk out this 
door and I look on the ground and there’s like money lying 
right there … you could tell it was a bunch of money 
because it was like 100’s, 20’s, 50’s.” He collected $640 
and the insurance card. He added that he and the other man 
argued about what to do with the money. The Good 
Samaritan said, “I was like, ‘Wow, that’s a lot of money for 
somebody to be losing.’ Then, for another guy to run off 



with it after we got into an altercation … he wasn’t going to 
give the money back. He said I was a fool. I said that’s 
wrong.” Customer Lamonda Davis, an eyewitness, 
remembered that people were saying, “Man, you should 
have seen all that money. I can’t believe he turned it in!’” 
She added, “That’s the right thing to do. If it was me, I 
would have turned it in.” Customer Dana Moorehead said 
about the Good Samaritan, “Yes, he is a hero. Times are 
hard right now.” On television, people urged the other man 
to turn in the money he had collected. Customer Rudy 
Brafford said, “It’s never too late. It depends on what kind 
of conscience he has, if he has a conscience.” Ms. Davis 
said, “It’s not too late. He should bring it back and turn it 
in.” The Good Samaritan said, “I hope he’s looking right 
now, at TV, the news, to bring that other portion back up 
here to that woman. I feel good, man. I feel good. It’s a 
good deed, man.” According to a Schnucks spokesperson, 
two people falsely claimed that the money belonged to 
them. (159) 

Lost, Found, and Returned: $39,500 in American 
Express Travelers Cheques, $2,400 in United States 
Currency, Passports 

At approximately 5:45 p.m. on Saturday, 14 September 
2013, a homeless man in front of the TJ Maxx Store South 
Bay Mall at 8 Allstate Road, Dorchester, Boston, 
Massachusetts, flagged down Boston Police Department 
police officers and told them that he had found a black 
backpack. Inside the backpack were passports and much 
money in the form of cash and travelers checks. The man, 
whose name was not revealed in a BPD news release, told 
the officers his name and the name of the shelter where he 
was staying. At District C-6 (South Boston), officers 
inventoried the contents of the backpack: $39,500 in 
American Express Travelers Cheques, $2,400 in United 
States Currency, passports, and personal papers. Officers 



told the store security at the South Bay Mall about the 
found black backpack. Just over an hour from when the 
man had flagged down the police officers, an employee 
from the Best Buy store in South Bay Mall contacted 
police: A male customer had contacted the store staff about 
losing his black backpack. Officers took the customer to 
District C-6. The customer’s Republic of China passport 
was in the backpack, and his property was returned to 
him. Bob Boisselle, another homeless man, said about the 
homeless Good Samaritan, “People will probably tell him 
he’s nuts, but homeless people are the first to help you out. 
They don’t have anything, but they’ll give you what they 
do have.” An article in the Boston Globe identified the 
homeless Good Samaritan who handed the black backpack 
in to police. He is Glen James. Mr. James said, “I don’t talk 
too much because I stutter.” However, at a ceremony in 
which police honored him, he handed out a handwritten 
statement that stated, “Even if I were desperate for money, 
I would not have kept even a … penny of the money I 
found. I am extremely religious — God has always very 
well looked after me.” The statement added, “I would like 
to take this opportunity to sincerely thank everyone — 
every pedestrian stranger — who has given me spare 
change. Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!” Police 
Commissioner Edward F. Davis praised Mr. James and said 
that his actions were “really a remarkable tribute to him and 
his honesty.” Commissioner Davis added, “He’s an honest 
guy and realized the property belonged to someone else.” 
By the way, Mr. James’ statement endorsed mayoral 
candidate Charles Yancey because Mr. Yancey had put “a 
total of seven dollars into my panhandling cup. I fully 
endorse Charles YANCEY for Mayor of Boston. He 
cares!!!” (160) 



“It was Just Like Out of a Movie. Everybody was Up 
and Out and Scrambling Around and Jumping on $20s 
and $10s” 

On 30 August 2013, money began raining from the sky 
near Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada. Alex Pay, a newlywed 
who works for the Navy, saw $10 and $20 bills coming 
down: “It was everywhere.” He added, “Literally, I had no 
idea what was going on.” He and others stopped their cars 
and started grabbing money. Mr. Pay said, “It was just like 
out of a movie. Everybody was up and out and scrambling 
around and jumping on $20s and $10s.” He gathered $420 
and called radio station Q104 to tell them what had 
happened. Later, at work, he got a voice mail from the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police letting him know that the 
money belonged to Canadian Linen & Uniform Service. An 
employee had been on a motorbike; he was carrying money 
and cheques. Unfortunately, his pocket was unzipped and 
he lost everything. Mr. Pay immediately called the 
company. He said, “I assume [the motorbike] was on the 
overpass and I was going under it. He added, “I wouldn’t 
want to benefit off somebody else’s big loss. Four hundred 
and twenty dollars is quite a bit of money. I wouldn’t want 
that to come out of his own pocket.” Another man picked 
up approximately $300 — he turned it over to the police. 
RCMP provincial spokesman Sergeant Alain LeBlanc said, 
“In my many years of service, I’ve never really heard about 
money being lost on the side of the highway like this.” 
According to Tracey MacKenzie, general manager of 
Canadian Linen & Uniform Service in Dartmouth, the 
company recovered the majority of the money: “The 
employee was basically coming to work to bring in his 
paperwork. … He had his pocket unzipped and everything 
that was in his pockets disappeared. A couple of people 
could have walked away with some easy Christmas money 



and we are certainly pleased that they did the right thing. 
We will make sure they appreciate our appreciation.” (161) 

“I have a Mystery for You” 

In April 2010, Cathy Virgilio, of Tigard, Oregon, told a 
police officer, “I have a mystery for you.” She had bought a 
purse online from J.C. Penney, and inside the purse she had 
found $240 in cash and $120 in travelers checks as well as 
identification. She took the purse to the police station. The 
police officer called Betty Radcliffe, of Manteca, 
California, who had been searching for the money and 
travelers checks since Christmas. The two women spoke on 
the telephone, and Ms. Virgilio said, “She was just very 
grateful and she said, ‘I had been looking and looking for 
that.’” Ms. Radcliffe had been in Arkansas visiting relatives 
when she bought a new purse. She decided to return the 
purse, but when she took items out of it she forgot to empty 
one of the zippered pockets. Ms. Virgilio received a lot of 
attention from local TV and print media for her good deed, 
but she said, “I’m totally amazed that returning something 
that doesn’t belong to you has made such a big deal. I think 
most people would have returned that. I did the only thing 
that should have been done.” (162) 

Go, Humans! 

On 9 September 2013, someone posted on Imgur a photo of 
a flyer in what appears to be a New York City park. The 
sign stated, “THANK YOU. THANK YOU. THANK 
YOU. To the kind person who found my wallet last week 
and turned it in. GO, HUMANS.” This was the caption on 
the photo: “To see something like this in NYC is a rare 
thing.” Actually, of course, many kind people live in New 
York City, as these stories by Redditors show:  

1) Disig commented, “I was visiting NYC in the fall when 
a woman chased me 3 blocks to return my scarf that had 



fallen off. I didn’t even realize it was gone. There are some 
really great people there.”  

2) ishouldgohome commented, “I was waiting in line for an 
event in NYC when I saw this girl jogging by. Moments 
later and I saw there was a guy running after her. He finally 
reached her, gave her something she had dropped, and 
proceeded to go back to wherever he was in the line (at 
least 300 ft. from where he reached her).”  

3) Kindaclever commented, “I left my wallet in a cab I took 
when I used to work in Times Square and the woman who 
found it tracked me down through my building’s access 
card to return it to me.”  

4) yellowstuff commented, “I lost a Palm Pilot in a cab, 
back when they made electronics that could store contacts 
but not make phone calls. The cabbie found it, figured out 
my name, found my family members in the contacts, called 
my sister, gave her his info, and then when I called him he 
met me to drop it off.”  

5) brightemptyspace commented, “I lost my wallet on a 
subway platform, and someone turned it in with everything 
intact seconds later. I also always chase people who have 
dropped things, and last week went insanely out of my way 
to return someone’s phone which I found in a cab. It’s a 
damn friendly city!”  

So why do New Yorkers get a bad rap? Redditor 
plastersaint commented, “Every time I’ve visited NYC, I’m 
struck by how many kind acts I see. I think they get a bad 
rap just because tourists confuse rushed with rude.” (163) 

Lost-and-Found Adventures 

On 27 May 2012, New York Times City Room columnist 
Alex Vadukul wrote about leaving behind his laptop 
computer in its case in a New York City taxi. He filed a lost 



property report, but was worried that it would not help. He 
also posted a plea for help on Craigslist. Fortunately, he 
received an email with “found your bag” in the subject line 
and “in a cab. Want it back?” in the body of the email. Mr. 
Vadukul replied quickly and offered a reward. The person 
who had found the laptop was not interested in the reward 
but was interested in making Mr. Vadukul’s life interesting. 
The person who had found the laptop sent this email: “it’s 
@ 205 E Broadway, beneath the small yellow sign that 
reads ‘205 E Broadway.’ you’ll have to decend some 
cement steps from the sidewalk and duck unde a handrail. 
Bring a flashlight and get it before it gets rained on.” Mr. 
Vadukul’s sister was sure that he would get mugged, but he 
went to the location, descended the cement steps, and found 
his laptop. He then sent the anonymous Good Samaritan 
this email: “Hey, I found the bag. I don’t know what to say. 
I’m speechless. Thank you so much. I’m in your debt, 
whomever you are. Not many New Yorkers are as 
generous. You picked an excellent hiding spot. It felt like a 
bit of an adventure retrieving it. I wish I’d gotten to meet 
you in person to express my thanks, but you have my deep 
gratitude. Thank you. Best, Alex.” (Alex thinks the taxi 
driver found the laptop, but who knows? It could have been 
the next passenger in the taxi.) Some accounts of good 
deeds appeared in the comments on this story:  

1) Daniel Hernandez of Hell’s Kitchen, New York City, 
wrote, “Great true story. It reads like a short story in the 
making. Your piece has been sent to me by a couple of 
friends because I lost my computer a few weeks ago, also 
after a night out celebrating a birthday. Somewhat drunk, I 
arrived home and realized I didn’t have my computer with 
me the moment I shut my apartment door behind me. The 
following morning, I had to wait until noon for the bar to 
open where we had all gathered, to no avail. When I 
returned to my office after lunch, I had a voice message 



from the taxi driver — I have a stack of business cards in a 
pocket of the computer sleeve. I returned his call. He told 
me that he had my computer. I told him that I would meet 
him anywhere / anytime that would be convenient for him. 
He said that his shift starts at night and he would return it to 
me at my home between 11 and 11:30pm. We exchanged 
cell phone numbers. Sure enough, around 11pm, he called 
my cell. I met him downstairs at his taxi. He handed over 
my computer. He said that it was his duty to return lost 
items to people and he knew that I must have a lot of 
photos, documents and other things important to me on the 
computer. I gave him a cash reward for his troubles, which 
he was hesitant to accept. It was a great NYC moment for 
me.”  

2) Mel of Dallas wrote, “Waterbury, Connecticut, 
November, 1972. It was a bitter, windblown, rainy night. I 
missed my turn and entered a factory parking lot to turn 
around. I swerved to avoid a dark rectangle, then stopped 
and took it into the car. Home I examined the toolbox — 
full of odd, precision tools. I dug through it and found a 
phone number. I asked, ‘Did you lose something?’ The 
woman began to cry. Her husband, an immigrant diemaker, 
had lost the tools he’d brought with him from Europe. We 
agreed to meet late that night at a diner not far from where I 
found the toolbox. He offered me money, but I refused. The 
only reason to do right is the realization that we’re all in it 
together. The memory of his gratitude has comforted me 
for forty years.”  

3) StaCEY81 of Brooklyn wrote, “I’ve lost my wallet in 
Brooklyn THREE times! The first time I lost it in Cobble 
Hill and someone looked me up on Facebook and messaged 
me. I got my wallet back with all my cash and everything 
(including my laundry claim ticket) still inside! The second 
time it was found in Park Slope and the finder saw my 
Brooklyn library card and brought it there. The library 



called me and let the man speak with me and I picked it up 
from his house later that day. Everything was still inside. 
The third time I found it on the floor of a pizza joint in 
Williamsburg. All the money still inside. I’ve lost my 
wallet in Jersey and in Chicago and have never seen it 
again. It’s amazing that in the largest city in America 
people were kind enough to go out of their way to make 
sure I got my wallet back. I <3 NYC.” (By the way, <3 = 
Sideways Heart = Love.) (164) 

“It’s OK to Do Something Right” 

On 8 August 2013, Paul Williams found a wallet in a 
Walmart in Antelope, California. It contained several credit 
cards, $4,000 cash, and a check for $1,000. He said, “I was 
surprised to see that much money and no ID, no phone 
number. But there was a check in there with a phone 
number, so at least I had something to go on.” He had to 
get home, so he left (after searching for a manager but not 
finding one), and when he reached home, he told his wife, 
Debra, about the wallet. Debra said, “All I could say was, 
‘Wow!’ And then I told him, ‘Baby, you know we got to do 
the right thing.’” Paul agreed: “Nowadays, people are 
losing their homes, not being able to pay. I wouldn’t want 
to be responsible for someone trying to pay a mortgage and 
had to miss it.” Lynn Andries, the rightful owner of the 
wallet and money, had planned to use the money to pay off 
a second mortgage. After losing the money, she was 
distraught. She said, “I was just sick. I thought there was no 
point to even go back to the store. Lori, my sister, said, 
‘You have to.’” Lynn went back and talked to Walmart 
employees and searched for her wallet, but she was unable 
to find it. But then two Walmart employees told her that 
someone had telephoned about finding a wallet. She was 
able to state the name that was on the check, and she met 
Mr. and Mrs. Williams and received her wallet. Worried 
about the money, Lynn said, “I looked at her right in the 



eyes and I asked, ‘Is the money still there?’ She said, 
‘Every single penny.’ I just started crying and hugging 
them. It was absolutely awesome.” Paul said, “This is just 
to show people that there are some good people in the 
world that do the right thing. And it’s OK to do something 
right.” Lynn said that the Williamses’ good deed had 
restored her faith in humanity. (165) 

“If Your Name is Jenny and You Live in Glen Iris [in 
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia], Lauren Wants You to 
Know She’s Very Thankful” 

In March 2012, Lauren visited Melbourne, Victoria, 
Australia, and lost her wallet. A woman named Jenny 
found it. Inside the wallet were money and an appointment 
card for a healthcare provider. Jenny phoned the healthcare 
provider, who phoned Lauren to make sure that she had lost 
a wallet and who then gave Jenny Lauren’s phone number. 
Jenny wanted details so that she could mail the wallet back 
to Lauren, and Lauren gave Jenny permission to take $50 
out of the wallet to pay for postage and to keep the rest of 
the $50 as a reward. Jenny sent back the wallet and ALL of 
the money. Lauren did not have Jenny’s address and so 
could not send her a thank-you card, so she contacted Steve 
Perkin, a writer for the Herald Sun (Melbourne, Victoria, 
Australia), who wrote about the good deed, concluding 
with, “So if your name is Jenny and you live in Glen Iris [in 
Melbourne, Victoria, Australia], Lauren wants you to know 
she’s very thankful.” (166) 

“If It was $20 or Something, I Might have Pocketed It. 
It was Like, This is Somebody’s Livelihood” 

On 6 August 2013, retired farmworker Guadalupe Salazar, 
age 69, of Yettem, California, lost an envelope containing 
$6,900 in $100 bills outside the Department of Motor 
Vehicles in Visalia, California. Shortly afterward, Breck 
Reeves, age 46, of Exeter, California, saw the envelope and 



walked past it. When he returned, he saw the envelope 
again and picked it up. As his wife, Sarah, drove their car, 
he looked in the envelope and saw the money and counted 
it. He said, “If it was $20 or something, I might have 
pocketed it. It was like, this is somebody’s livelihood.” 
They returned to the DMV and talked to the security 
officer; the money was handed in to Vidalia police. Mr. 
Reeves said, “I immediately felt better. It wasn’t mine to 
begin with.” Meanwhile, Mr. Salazar discovered that his 
envelope filled with money was missing. He said, “I felt 
really bad. I was angry at myself.” The money was from a 
check he had gotten from his insurance company after a car 
accident. The following day, Mr. Salazar returned to the 
DMV and was told to contact Visalia police. He was able to 
provide documentation showing his ownership of the 
money, and so the money was returned to him. He said, 
“It’s very, very wonderful.” Vidalia police praised Mr. 
Reeves “for his honesty and civic duty.” Ricardo, Mr. 
Salazar’s son, said about Mr. Reeves’ honesty, “It was just 
incredible, my dad … he had no words, we were all 
shocked.” Mr. Salazar gave Mr. Reeves a $400 reward. 
(167) 

“I Just Did What I Would Expect Other People to Do 
for Me” 

In December 2012, shortly before New Year’s, Gerardo 
Marquez and some friends went out for pizza and found 
$800 in an envelope lying on the ground. They did the right 
thing and handed it in to police in La Habra, California. 
Gerardo said, “We were being human beings. Everyone’s 
first thought was … let’s take it. But then we decided … 
wait, wait. No, no. Let’s think this further.” He added, 
“What if this was a mother working hard for this money 
and she really is in need or in a worse situation that I or my 
friends are in? Or what if taking this money away would 
prevent a family from buying food? I didn’t want to take 



any chances. I wanted to start the New Year in a good 
way.” He called the police. He said, “They were surprised. 
‘We don’t get calls like this.’ Especially ’cause I’m a 
teenager. I think that is what surprised them the most.” 
Kristine Lazar, reporting for CBS2 and KCAL9, met 
Gerardo and reported on the Good Samaritan story. While 
Ms. Lazar was reporting, she met a woman who thought 
that her boss, Titus So, the manager of a cell phone store, 
had lost the money, which he had been going to deposit. 
Mr. So was able to state the exact amount of money in the 
envelope as well as state the name that was written on the 
envelope. Mr. So, who had been afraid that he would have 
to replace the money at his own cost, said about Gerardo, 
“He did a great thing. This has been a rough year for retail, 
but coupled with this it would have been worse. It’s 
character that drove him to do the right thing. It’s great that 
it worked out, because I would have been in big trouble.” 
He gave Gerardo a $100 reward. Gerardo said, “I just did 
what I would expect other people to do for me.” Gerardo’s 
mother said, “I feel so proud about him and his friends.” 
(168) 

“I Taught My Daughter How to be Honest” 

In July 2013, Shannon Baker found an envelope filled with 
$4,000 in cash in a parking lot in Merrillville, Indiana. 
Although she and her husband were out of work and could 
use the money, the pregnant woman did the right thing and 
turned it in to police, who returned the money to its rightful 
owner. Ms. Baker said, “My kid was standing right there 
when I found it. So basically I taught my daughter how to 
be honest. And for me that was fine.” A woman in her 70s 
had dropped the money, which belonged to the woman’s 
employer. She was able to state the exact amount of money 
that had been found, and she showed police a receipt for the 
check she had cashed. Ms. Baker said, “She came to my 



house and she was almost in tears, thanking me. She gave 
me a hug and an envelope with a small amount in it.” (169) 

“I Could Not Believe the good will of Goodwill”  

In April 2013, Sandra Williams, a banking executive in San 
Mateo, California, thought that she had lost $40,000 worth 
of jewelry forever. She searched for the box filled with 
“irreplaceable and sentimental” heirloom pieces in her 
apartment. She said, “I thought I’d hid it so well that even I 
couldn’t find it or someone walked off with it.” Then she 
remembered that her daughter had taken some bags filled 
with donations to Goodwill, and so Ms. Williams called 
Goodwill to ask employees there to look for her jewelry. 
(She had previously called the police and her insurance 
company.) Goodwill employees warned her that the 
chances of recovering her jewelry were slim. Fortunately, 
Bonnie Patton, a grandmother who works at Goodwill, 
found the box of jewelry. Ms. Patton said, “Finding these 
rings was like [finding] a needle in a haystack. I was so 
excited for this lady. I would not personally want to lose 
my heirlooms, my personal memories, so I was very, very 
excited.” Ms. Williams said, “I could not believe the good 
will of Goodwill.” She was more than pleased that someone 
“would find a 1.75-carat ring and not put it in their pocket.” 
Ms. Williams added about Ms. Patton, “Her story really got 
my heart. She was borderline homeless and got promoted 
for her honesty when she made this discovery.” Ms. Patton 
now has a permanent job at Goodwill. Goodwill’s Tim 
Murray said, “I almost had tears in my eyes watching these 
two women meet each other […]. They totally connected as 
people, and they are at two completely different stations in 
life.” (170) 

“My Concern was, Someone is Out that Money and I’d 
like for Them to Get it Back” 



In July 2013, while going through some donations at a 
Goodwill collection spot in Stockton, California, Goodwill 
employee Lakeisha Williams found an envelope stuffed 
with $10,500 in $100 bills among some donated books. She 
turned the money in. She said, “My concern was, someone 
is out that money and I’d like for them to get it back.” 
Goodwill keeps accidentally donated large amounts of 
money for a few months in order to give the owner time to 
reclaim the money. According to Goodwill Industries of 
San Joaquin Valley President David Miller, “What we did 
is we take the money … and put it into a holding account, 
and we wait usually a pretty good amount of time to see if 
somebody comes forward and identifies themselves and 
says they made a donation and a mistake.” He added, “If 
nothing happens at that point … and [if] all indicators are 
that nobody is claiming the money, at that point in time we 
put it into our normal donation stream revenue for our 
agency. We have a policy to reward our employees for their 
honesty and integrity.” Goodwill policy is that if the money 
is not claimed after at least 120 days, Ms. Williams will 
receive approximately 10 percent of it. Mr. Miller added 
that accidental donations occasionally happen: “Whether 
it’s clothing, household items, cash, jewelry, they realize 
oops, they didn’t want that to get donated. They make 
contact with us and let us know.” He said that Ms. 
Williams had acted “kindly and correctly” when she 
handed in the money. (171) 

“My Knees were Actually Shaking Once I Realized 
Exactly How Much It Was” 

In July 2013, Jennifer Shaw, a waitress at Mercer’s Steak 
and Seafood on Wilmington Island, Georgia, found an 
envelope filled with $5,000. She returned it to its rightful 
owner, who gave her a $100 reward. Ms. Shaw said, “It 
was definitely shocking. It was mostly one hundred dollar 
bills, but there was one hundred that was broken up out of 



it.” She found the envelope when she went to clean a table 
where a group of men been sitting. She said, “I mean you 
don’t really know what to think at the moment. My knees 
were actually shaking once I realized exactly how much it 
was. I immediately did not keep it out in the open. I put it 
in my apron and continued on to my other table that I was 
taking care of.” Ms. Shaw returned the envelope to its 
rightful owner. She said, “I could tell that this was not just 
money that they did not need. This wasn’t just five dollars 
to them. This was like $5,000 that it would be to me.” Mark 
Egan, the owner of Mercer’s, said, “Very rarely do people 
lose things in a restaurant facility like this, but when it 
happens it makes you feel wonderful that our staff are 
trustworthy.” (172) 

“I Wouldn’t have had a Penny to Pay for Anything. I 
Could have been Sitting Here Eating Beans on Toast for 
a Month” 

On 25 July 2013, Harry and Marie (no last name given) 
attended a funeral in east Belfast in northern Ireland. 
Afterward, Harry put his wife’s handbag on top of their car 
as he looked for his keys. He then drove away with his 
wife, leaving the handbag on top of the car. Of course, the 
handbag fell off. Harry said, “I knew it was my fault, and I 
have to admit I was in a terrible state.” Fortunately, 
Andrew Edgar saw the handbag lying on a street. Mr. 
Edgar said, “I got about two streets up and something told 
me to turn around and go and have a look at it. So I did a u-
turn in the road, pulled up, and it happened to be a lady’s 
handbag. I opened it up and had a look inside to see if there 
was a name or details, and I found a name and address 
inside a glasses case. Then I had another check inside it and 
it was full of a substantial amount of cash as well. So I 
looked up the address online and drove straight to the house 
to find the two owners frantically looking around the 
outside of their house, looking a bit distraught.” The lost 



handbag contained £1,300. Marie had just taken the money 
out of the bank. She explained, “I’d just lifted it out of the 
bank — it was the month’s pension just to pay the bills and 
that throughout the month. So I wouldn’t have had a penny 
to pay for anything. I could have been sitting here eating 
beans on toast for a month.” Mr. Edgar said, “I’m glad I 
found the handbag with everything in it. I’d have hated to 
turn up with the handbag and a few of the belongings and 
the money missing from it, because then you know that 
somebody had been dishonest. Realistically, I’d have 
expected anybody in the same situation to have done the 
same thing — things are tough right now, but we can only 
look after each other.” Marie said about Mr. Edgar, “For 
somebody so young to be so honest … I find it hard to take 
in. I’ll always be grateful and thankful to him. He’ll always 
be our good Samaritan, not just today, but for the rest of 
our lives.” (173) 

“She Made the Sign of the Cross and Left. She Assumed 
[Her Money] was Gone and There was No Way to Get 
It Back” 

On 23 July 2013, Magda Castillo of Queens, New York, 
got her money back. She had gotten rid of her old 
refrigerator at Atlantic Recycling in South Ozone Park but 
had forgotten that she had stored $5,020 in cash in it. Ms. 
Castillo said, “When I remembered I left my money in 
there, it was too late. I live alone, and to me, that’s the best 
place to put my money.” She returned to Atlantic Recycling 
and explained what had happened, but although tow truck 
driver Fred Alsterberg hunted for the refrigerator he could 
not find it. Mr. Alsterberg said, “She made the sign of the 
cross and left. She assumed it was gone and there was no 
way to get it back.” Scrap yard manager Mike Downer 
arrived about 15 minutes after she left, and he vaguely 
remembered the refrigerator. He searched for it and found it 
— it was crushed in between two cars. The two men pried 



the refrigerator open; two black plastic bags filled with 
money fell out. Ms. Castillo had not left any contact 
information, so the two men drove around for a while 
unsuccessfully looking for her. They then alerted the 
media, and the story appeared on the news. She said, “In 
the afternoon, I saw on the TV they found my money. I 
said, ‘Oh my God, I’m very happy.’” In addition to giving 
Mr. Downer a kiss, she gave him a $300 reward. Mr. 
Downer said, “I didn’t need her money. It’s the right thing 
to do. It’s not my money. I’m supposed to find out whose it 
is.” He added, “I’m just glad she got her money back and 
she can pay her mortgage.” Ms. Castillo said that she won’t 
keep her money in her refrigerator any longer: “No more. 
Now I go to the bank, and I opened an account.” (174) 

“He Surprised Me, and I was Happy to be Surprised” 

On 21 July 2013, a 50-year-old homeless man in Kingston, 
New York, who asked that his name not be used, found a 
wallet containing $485 on the sidewalk and turned it in to 
police, who returned it to its rightful owner. He said, “It 
was the right thing to do.” Detective Lieutenant Thierry 
Croizer said, “He surprised me, and I was happy to be 
surprised.” The homeless man said, “I looked at the wallet 
and I seen money. I didn’t bother to count it. It wasn’t 
mine. I didn’t want it.” Detective Lieutenant Croizer wrote 
about the story on Facebook: “I felt the story deserved a 
little publicity because it just goes to show that you can’t 
judge people by their everyday circumstances or by their 
appearance.” (175) 

Found: A Muddy Envelope Containing $500 

After a tornado hit Moore, Oklahoma, in May 2013, Steve 
Riddle and his son found in their backyard a muddy 
envelope filled with a slip from a credit union and $500 in 
cash. They discovered that the money had been withdrawn 
from Tinker Federal Credit Union, and so Steve and his 



grandson returned the money to the credit union. Norman 
branch manager Lori Stueven said about Steve and his son, 
“They decided that they needed to turn it in to the credit 
union and get it to its rightful owner.” She put the money 
on her desk to dry. Steve’s wife said, “He wanted to show 
our grandson the right thing to do.” Ms. Stueven said about 
the grandson, “I noticed that he just kept staring at that 
money thinking, ‘Wow, that is a lot of money.’ But his dad 
or his grandfather said that you know this is the right thing 
to do. This money doesn’t belong to us and we need to get 
it to its rightful owner.” She added about Steve’s honesty, 
“It makes us proud to live here and work here.” (176) 

Nearly $70,000 Lost, Found, and Returned 

Good and honest taxi and bus drivers live in Singapore, 
Malaysia. In June 2013, three ComfortDelGro drivers 
found and returned nearly $70,000 in total in their vehicles. 
On 27 June 2013, Seng Kiah Chen, age 55, saw what 
looked like an old envelope between the seat and the rear 
door of his taxi — what was inside the envelope was 
special: $45,000 in thousand-dollar bills. He said, “I hadn’t 
seen so much money before. My heart was beating very 
fast.” A customer named Mr. Cheah had lost it. Mr. Chen 
turned in the money to Comfort’s lost and found 
department, which contacted Mr. Cheah. Mr. Chen said, 
“He kept thanking me. He said he wanted to use the money 
to pay his workers’ salary, and that his hands were shaking 
when he called the lost and found [department] as it wasn’t 
his own money. I told him he was very lucky that the 
earlier passenger did not see the money and take it.” SBS 
Transit bus driver Lee Choy Yoong, also age 55, found a 
plastic bag when she checked her bus; the plastic bag 
contained over $18,000 in bank notes. Valaiyapathi 
Doraimahalingam, age 50, was driving the service 74 bus 
when he discovered a black backpack that had been left 
behind by a passenger; the backpack contained a passport 



from China and a wallet containing $5,350. 
ComfortDelGro spokesperson Tammy Tan said that all 
three drivers had “upheld the group’s key values of honesty 
and integrity, despite what may have proven to be a huge 
temptation to some.” She added, “They have done us 
proud.” In 2012, Comfort taxi driver Sia Ka Tian found and 
returned $1.1 million to a Thai couple holidaying in 
Malaysia. (177) 

Lost, Found, and Returned: Almost $4,000 

In July 2013, Kronenwetter (Wisconsin) Fire Chief Roger 
James and his wife were in their car when they found a 
moneybag lying on County Highway E, just northwest of 
Merrill, Wisconsin. Inside the moneybag were two checks 
and two bundles of cash. In total, they found almost $4,000. 
Mr. James said, “My wife goes, ‘There’s a lot of money in 
cash in here.’ I say, ‘Yes, I know.’” Mr. James and his wife 
took the moneybag to Lincoln County Sheriff’s 
Department. The owner’s name was on the checks, and so 
the sheriff’s department was able to return the moneybag to 
him. Mr. James said, “It’s the right thing to do. If I would 
have lost it, I would have wanted someone to return it back 
to me. That’s someone’s livelihood.” (178) 

“I Gave Her the Money Back and Told Her What had 
Happened. The Girl was There, They were All 
Searching for It, and She was Crying” 

In the summer of 2013, Xavier Richard, age 18, received an 
unexpected $500 from Genco Federal Credit Union in 
Lufkin, Texas. He did the right thing and returned the 
money and saved a bank teller’s job. He said, “I had $90 in 
the bank, and I put $200 in the bank, and I got my ticket 
back and it said $290, but in that little tube, it was $500 in 
cash in there.” Keeping the money must have been 
understandably tempting, but he returned to the credit 
union after it had closed and gave the money back. Mr. 



Richard said, “I think that no good deed goes unseen; God 
sees everything. If I would’ve kept the money, it would’ve 
came back on me eventually; something bad could’ve 
happened to me. I totally believe in karma.” The people at 
the credit union opened the door and let him in. He said, “I 
gave her the money back and told her what had happened. 
The girl was there, they were all searching for it, and she 
was crying. She was telling me how thankful she was 
because they were going to fire her.” Mr. Richard has 
worked as a cashier and so he can empathize with the bank 
teller: “I knew the feeling because I used to work at HEB [a 
supermarket chain], and I was a cashier. I know how it is if 
you lose your money.” He added, “I was happy because I 
helped her save her job because you never know how 
important that job could’ve been to her.” He also said, “I 
just think that everything would be a lot better if everyone 
just did the right thing.” (179) 

Good Samaritan Turns in Lost Lottery Ticket Worth 
$6.3 Million 

In September 2013, Manuel Reija, who owns a lottery shop 
in the city of La Coruna, Spain, found a lottery ticket when 
he cleaned out the box in which he kept lost property. He 
did research and discovered that the lottery ticket was a 
winner — a 4.7 million Euros ($6.27 million USAmerican 
dollars) winner. Mr. Reija said, “I checked the ticket. Then 
I checked it again, just in case there was a computer error 
or something like that, but the machine continued 
confirming it. I had to sit down. I almost broke the chair.” 
He turned in the ticket to local authorities, who are 
searching for the owner of the lost lottery ticket. When 
asked if he had wanted to keep the ticket, Mr. Reija said, 
“Never, ever. I could not sleep.” He added, “There have 
been people here saying they were the ones who left the 
ticket here. But they are only kidding. Nobody has been 
serious about it in any case. In the event that someone 



seriously shows up claiming ownership of the ticket, I 
would have to refer them to the city hall. They are the ones 
in charge of this issue.” Mr. Reija may end up with the 
money: If no one can show ownership of the lost lottery 
ticket after two years, the money will be his. (180) 

“I Think I Looked at the Ring and Started Crying 
Myself” 

On 24 September 2013, her 19th anniversary, Robin 
Sommer ran errands in Norcross, Georgia and lost her 
wedding ring. She said, “For 20 years, since we got 
engaged, I’ve had that ring on my finger. My finger just 
ached. It’s ridiculous how my finger ached while I was 
trying to search for it.” She had visited a Panera Bread 
restaurant on Holcomb Bridge Road, so she called the 
manager, Agatha Kalay, to ask her to look for the ring. Ms. 
Kalay and her staff searched for the ring in the restaurant, 
but did not find it, so she searched the restaurant’s parking 
lot. Ms. Kalay said, “As I did that, the ring was lying there 
and with emotions I think I looked at the ring and started 
crying myself.” Ms. Kalay called Ms. Sommer with the 
good news. Ms. Sommer said, “She goes, ‘I found it. I 
found it.’ I came running in and it was just big hugs and all 
the girls were crying.” Ms. Kalay declined a reward for 
finding the ring. She said, “I did tell her, ‘This is Panera. 
This is what we do, we build relationships so our guests can 
come back.’ That’s what I said to her, ‘Just having a smile 
on your face is enough for us.’” (181) 

Three Irish Girls with Integrity 

In the summer of 2013, U.S. Army soldier Alexander 
Jansen, who is a talented photographer and is stationed in 
Germany, traveled around Europe with his two sisters, who 
were ages 12 and 14. In Ireland, he made a major mistake. 
When they got off the train that had taken them from 
Dublin city to Clontarf Road, he forgot his camera bag. 



When he discovered that he had forgotten it, he tried to get 
back on the train, but it took off before he could retrieve his 
bag, leaving him behind. In the bag were cameras and 
camera equipment worth thousands of Euros. Mr. Jensen 
listed the cameras and equipment: 

Pentax K-5 IIs 

Pentax DA* 60-250mm 

Pentax DA* 16-50mm 

Pentax DA 18-135mm WR (yes I know there’s overlap 
with the first two, but I had an extra slot in the bag and was 
trying it out as a travel lens) 

Pentax FA 77mm Limited 

Sigma 8-16mm 

Rokinon 8mm Fisheye 

Metz 50 AF-1 P-TTL Flash 

Sirui T-025 Travel Tripod w/ Arca Swiss L-Plate 

Wireless Shutter Remote 

Extra Batteries, ND Filters, etc. 

Also inside the bag were a few hundred Euros and most 
importantly — his two sisters’ passports and his military 
orders authorizing him to be on leave. He told the station 
master about the lost bag, but only one employee was on 
the train, and he could not stop the train. All Mr. Jensen 
could do was to wait and to see if the bag was still there 
and not stolen when the train reached its last stop. The 
station master told him, “There’s no one on the train other 
than the driver, and he can’t stop the train. You will have to 
wait for it to reach the end of the line and then have my guy 
at Howth [the final stop] check to see if it’s still there. I’m 



going to be completely honest with you: I don’t think it will 
be there. That train is passing through some really bad 
areas.” Good news eventually came. The station master 
received a telephone call and told Mr. Jensen, “I don’t 
know how, but your bag has been found. Take the next 
train to Sutton [the stop before Howth], and see the guy 
behind the information desk.” The station master allowed 
Mr. Jensen to get on the train for free. His bag was at 
Sutton, he provided proof of ownership, and everything 
was still in the bag. The station master at Sutton told him, 
“You are a very lucky man. Three girls came right in and 
said that they watched you chase the train, and that they 
had found your bag. They held onto it for the entire train 
ride to make sure no one else took it and got off here on 
their way to the beach and turned it in to me. They said 
they also tried calling your hotel because you had the hotel 
printout in the bag, but apparently you hadn’t made it there 
yet.” Mr. Jansen wrote this about the Good Samaritans: “I 
saw those girls. I remember because they were all very 
pretty and were seated in the seats behind us. But they were 
very young, about 14, and starting their partying on the 
train as part of a larger group of about 15 kids. So you can 
imagine my shock to hear of their level of integrity.” He 
tried to find and thank them — they were on the beach —
 but he was not able to. He contacted three Dublin 
newspapers to see if they would publish an article about the 
Good Samaritans so they would get some credit for their 
good deed (and perhaps read about themselves). No 
newspapers did, so he published his own article on 
PentaxForums.com — it was later republished on 
PetaPixel.com. He is very thankful for the integrity of these 
three Irish girls. (182) 

A Girl Named Phil 

On 22 July 2013, someone posted a photo on Imgur of a 
note that a co-worker received thanking him for a good 



deed. The note stated, “Hats off to Phil who found my 
phone. U r a life saver. I’ll name my first born after you. 
She won’t be happy about the name change but too bad.” 
(183) 

“It Gets Pretty Nasty, Especially This Time of Year. 
Wasn’t Making My Morning, That’s for Sure” 

In April 2013 in Nver Grove Heights, Minnesota, a woman 
mistakenly threw away a bright orange suitcase that 
contained a purse inside of which was jewelry that had 
sentimental value. Realizing her mistake, she contacted the 
trash company that had collected the orange suitcase. Todd 
O’Connor of Troje’s Trash found the orange suitcase and 
purse and jewelry and so the woman regained possession of 
her jewelry. Mr. O’Connor likes his job, which he has been 
doing for ten years: “It’s all automated, so you really don’t 
have to touch the trash. You got nobody watching over you. 
I like it a lot.” In the decade that he has been working at his 
job, he has never before had to recover someone’s 
possessions. He said, “It was kind of like, ‘Oh, no.’ I had a 
lot of stops already, so it’s like trying to find a needle in a 
haystack.” He drove to the place where the trash is 
unloaded and started searching — a process that is not 
automated. He added, “It gets pretty nasty, especially this 
time of year. Wasn’t making my morning, that’s for sure.” 
Fortunately, Mr. O’Connor quickly found the orange 
suitcase: “It was an easy thing to spot. She said it was 
bright orange, so I was able to eliminate all the white stuff 
and spot the orange suitcase.” Only between 10 and 15 
minutes were required to complete the search: “I was really 
surprised I was able to find it that quickly because I still 
had half a truck full. Glad I was able to find it quicker than 
later.” Only a few hours later, and the suitcase and its 
contents would have been incinerated. Mr. O’Connor said, 
“Good thing she called when she did. It was a good deed. I 



would want someone to do that for me if it happened to 
me.” (184) 

“Totally Made My Day!” 

At a gift shop at a small museum in Wisconsin, a terrified 
yet determined seven-year-old girl holding a 50-cent plastic 
fortune-teller fish walked up to the cashier and said, “Hey, 
um, I actually wasn’t planning on buying anything, but I 
was looking at this fish thing and messing with it and then 
it ripped. And I don’t have any money with me. So … um 
…” The cashier was impressed by the little girl’s honesty 
and said, “Oh, that’s so sweet of you! I know plenty of 
people who would have just stuck that in their pockets and 
walked right out. You know what, I’ll take care of that for 
you, and I’ll even give you a free gift card for being so 
honest!” The little girl replied, “Oh, thanks, ma’am! I was 
so scared!” The cashier said, “No problem! It’s honest 
people like you that are going to go far in life! Have a good 
day, honey!” According to the cashier, this little episode 
“Totally made my day!” (185) 

Ride to Recovery: Helping Bert to Complete His Bicycle 
Tour 

On 5 October 2013, a hit-and-run driver injured a tourist 
from Holland named Bert (no last name given) and 
damaged his bicycle. Bert’s minor injuries were serious 
enough that he had to be taken to a hospital; in addition, his 
bike was so damaged that it appeared that he would not be 
able to complete his bicycle tour, which began in Canada, 
went through upstate New York, and was intended to end 
in Toronto, Canada. Rich Ohlson, the head of Ride to 
Recovery, a Christian organization, said, “If I was in a jam 
like that on a Sunday with no bike shops open, I would 
hope somebody would help me. That’s what our ministry is 
all about — being a servant.” Mr. Ohlson took his parts-
and-tools trailer for bicycle repair to Bert’s motel. 



Fortunately, he had everything that was needed to repair 
Burt’s bicycle, including a back wheel and a luggage rack 
— Burt’s luggage rack was destroyed in the hit-and-run 
accident. Mr. Ohlson also gave Burt the gift of a Bible. Mr. 
Ohlson said about Burt’s bicycle tour, “As a fellow 
bicyclist, he’s doing what I would love to do.” (186) 

Four Good Deeds 

In January 2013, Bette O’Brien lost her purse, passport, and 
almost all of her vacation money in New York City; 
fortunately, she made it back to her home in Nauwigewauk, 
New Brunswick, Canada. She said about New York City, 
“It was an awesome city. You go around and look at all 
those buildings and all those people.” Unfortunately, as she 
was admiring the city, she lost her purse, which contained 
her passport and $550. She said, “Everything was in my 
purse, except my camera and six dollars.” Most worrisome 
was the loss of her passport. Getting a new one would take 
three days, and her bus was going back to Canada in two 
days. Good deed #1: The consulate got her a new passport 
quickly. Ms. O’Brien said, “The next day I had to go back 
to the consulate and she said, ‘You call us at 1:30 today and 
we’ll let you know whether you can go on that bus 
tomorrow or not.’ At 1:30 when I called her back she had 
the document ready for me.” Good deed #2: The bus 
passengers took up a collection of money — $700 — for 
her. She used the money for food and for the expense of 
replacing her travel documents. She did not go to stores, as 
she felt that the money did not really belong to her. Good 
deed #3: Once back home in Nauwigewauk, she found a 
message waiting for her. She said, “There was a message 
on the phone from Mastercard. I called them; a gentleman 
named Andrew had called and left his phone number. He 
had called them and told them he had my purse.” She got 
her purse — and all of its contents — back. Good deed #4: 
What about the money collected for her by the bus 



passengers? Ms. O’Brien paid the good deed forward by 
donating that money to the Romero House Soup Kitchen in 
Saint John. (187) 

Not All Good Deeds are Appreciated 

On 25 March 2009, historian John Hope Franklin, an 
African-American, died at age 94. On a National Public 
Radio’s Morning Edition segment produced by Katie 
Simon, he remembered a good deed that he had tried to 
perform as a 12-year-old boy in Tulsa, Oklahoma, during 
the 1920s: “It was my first year as a Boy Scout, and I’m 
very, very excited about fulfilling all of the obligations of 
the Boy Scouts, and I’ve got so much enthusiasm and so 
much anxiety to be the best Boy Scout I can possibly be. 
[…] One of the admonitions that we had was that we had to 
do a good deed every day.” In downtown Tulsa, he saw a 
blind woman getting ready to cross the street. He said, 
“And I saw this woman as she was stepping off the curb — 
and she had a cane — and I thought, ‘Oh my goodness, she 
can’t see.’ And so I walked up to her and I said, ‘Could I 
help you cross?’ She said, ‘Oh, yes, I’m so glad.’ And she 
grabbed on my arm as though I was the last person on 
earth. We got about halfway across the street — and she’s 
so happy and laughing and talking — she said, ‘Are you 
white or black?’ And I told her I was colored, and she said, 
‘Get your filthy hands off of me,’ and I got my hands off of 
her.” Mr. Franklin added, “This woman, who could not see 
and who was in desperate need of help, was not as 
interested in help as she was in being certain that a young 
black man didn’t touch her. And that if she couldn’t see, 
she certainly couldn’t know whether my hands were clean 
or dirty. And I knew then that we were in deep trouble to 
overcome that kind of racial hostility.” (188) 

Extra Extra Extra Mayo 



Being polite — or extra, extra, extra polite — can be 
enough to make someone an awesome customer. At a fast-
food restaurant in Palmerston North, a city on the North 
Island of New Zealand, a customer at the drive-thru ordered 
a popular burger combo “with extra extra extra mayo, 
please.” The employee replied, “Sure, that was [burger 
combo] with extra mayo?” The customer replied, “Can you 
add more than that?” The employee laughed and said, 
“Sure, I’ll add extra extra extra mayo. That’s [total]; drive 
on up.” The customer received her order — on the burger 
wrap was written “‘+mayo +mayo +mayo.” The customer 
said, “Thank you!” Then she opened up the bag, read the 
words on the burger wrap, laughed, and said, “Or, should I 
say, thank you, thank you, thank you?” (189) 

“If Your Car Breaks Down, I Hope You See a Squad of 
Motorcycles Coming to Your Rescue, Manned by The 
Highwaymen!” 

On 16 September 2013, Cincinnati.com (Ohio) published 
this letter to the editor by Tim Perrino of West Price Hill, 
Cincinnati, Ohio: “Wednesday night [11 September 2013] 
my front tire blew out at Eighth and State, at 11:45 p.m., in 
front of the Highwaymen Motorcycle Club’s headquarters. 
While I called a friend to assist me, six Highwaymen came 
out and instantly sprang into action. I never got the chance 
to change the tire. A platoon of guys in black leather started 
working like a pit crew at Indianapolis Speedway. By 
12:05, the whole job was completed. I made new friends, 
exchanged business cards and we took pictures together. So 
if your car breaks down, I hope you see a squad of 
motorcycles coming to your rescue, manned by the 
Highwaymen! Thanks, gentlemen! You ROCK!” (190) 

“Faith in Humanity, Restored” 

While Redditor Whiskkas was waiting on tables on a 
restaurant, a mother and daughter were eating at a table in 



her section. Sound travels easily in that section, and 
Whiskkas heard the daughter take a telephone call, and 
afterward Whiskkas heard the mother and daughter crying. 
Whiskkas did not know why until a man who was seated 
near the mother and daughter paid his bill. He gave 
Whiskkas this note: “Do me a favor and bring me their 
check too. Someone just got diagnosed. Don’t tell them.” 
Whiskkas wrote, “I waited until the guy left and told them 
he had taken care of their check, and that he said best 
wishes, which was what he said to do on the note he wrote 
me on his second bill. Mother cried even harder, I almost 
lost it.” Whiskkas posted on Imgur a photograph of the first 
note he wrote. Whiskkas used this caption: “While [I was] 
waiting tables tonight, a mother and daughter started crying 
mid-meal. I had no idea what happened until a single guy at 
the table next to them handed me this note with his bill. 
Faith in humanity, restored.” (191) 

“I Didn’t Have My Parents Sign My Permission Slip for 
this Feels Trip” 

In September 2013, a Redditor who uses the name iDanoo 
posted a photograph on Imgur of this note that a friend 
received at a restaurant: “Dear friend, Today is our 
daughter’s birthday. She passed away 2 years ago. Tonight 
we paid for your meals to celebrate her, as we wanted her 
life to be a blessing and bring joy to others. God has been 
good to us. Enjoy & God Bless!” An Imgurian who uses 
the name Leonidas55 punned, “I didn’t have my parents 
sign my permission slip for this feels trip.” Redditor BB 
Lapz commented, “As a server, situations like this can 
somewhat restore my hope for humanity. There was one 
table in particular I had a few years back that was 
incredible. It was a large table of about 25 people, a family 
reunion if I remember correctly. While I was helping them, 
another table sat down in my section: a single mother with 
3 kids under about 4 years old. You could tell she was 



having a bad day. While she was eating, and the big table 
was finishing up, she got a phone call from her mother 
where she struggled not to break down while explaining the 
difficulties she was having being newly single. (I don’t try 
to eavesdrop, but the conversation happened while I was 
pre-bussing my big table and I overheard part of it.) 
Apparently the man paying for the big table overheard her 
as well and came up to me asking to add her meal to their 
ticket, but not to tell her until after they left. I did, and 
when I told her, she truly broke down. It was a rather 
heartbreaking experience, but my respect for the man at the 
big table went through the roof.” And ToastedCupcake 
wrote in a comment, “Just last week I was at a gas station 
and I tried to buy a bag of chips. I was about half a dollar 
short, and the lady behind me must have taken notice 
because as I walked away empty-handed she asked, ‘What, 
you don’t have enough?’ and then put my chips on her 
order and paid for them in full. Random acts of kindness 
like that really brighten your day.” (192) 

“They Still Think I’m Weird But in a Good Way” 

In the summer of 2013, Tadahiro Kanemasu, age 27, 
donned a green Power Ranger superhero costume and 
became Carry-Your-Pram-Ranger outside Tokyo Metro’s 
Honancho Station in Japan. The station lacks an elevator or 
escalator, which makes things difficult for people with 
baby buggies and for old people carrying bags of groceries. 
Mr. Kanemasu’s superpower is helping people carry things 
up and down the steps of the subway station. He is a 
greengrocer in his day job, but in his time off, he stations 
himself at the subway’s street level beside a chalkboard 
sign that states, “Baby Carriage Carrying Ranger.” If he 
sees that someone needs help, he tells them, “I’ll help you 
carry that!” Of course, he does his good deeds for free. Mr. 
Kanemasu said, “Japanese people find it hard to accept 
help; they feel obligated to the other person, so the mask 



really helps me out.” He added, “When I first began, people 
basically said, ‘Get away from me, you weirdo.’ Now they 
still think I’m weird but in a good way.” (193) 

Captain Manchester: “Help Someone Out Today. 
You’ll be Surprised How Good It Makes You Feel” 

In September 2013, a costumed superhero named Captain 
Manchester roamed the streets of Oldham, Greater 
Manchester, England, doing good deeds such as picking up 
litter and helping the elderly carry their groceries. He also 
helps people carry furniture into their homes. The 
otherwise anonymous male started his new, possibly 
temporary career after losing his job a few months 
previously. Captain Manchester said, “I got made 
redundant [laid off] a little while ago, and it started as 
something to do to fill the time while I look for a new job. 
I’ve always been a fan of comics, and I thought it would be 
a nice idea to help a few people out while I have time on 
my hands. I told my two best friends what I was doing and 
they were very supportive, but my girlfriend has no idea — 
she’d kill me.” This superhero’s purpose is to do good 
deeds and spread good feelings. He said, “I’ve got a bit of 
free time at the minute, so I have no problem helping out in 
the community or picking up a bit of litter and keeping the 
streets a bit cleaner. Sometimes I wear the outfit and 
sometimes I don’t. The costume is just a bit of fun and it’s 
made out of what I had available in my house. I’m not the 
greatest at costume design. People’s reactions vary. Some 
laugh, some look confused; but I’ve received a lot of tweets 
telling me they’ve done good deeds because of me. It’s nice 
to see people being nice to each other. I’m not sure how 
long Captain Manchester will carry on, but I will always 
enjoy helping people out. My message to anyone inspired 
by Captain Manchester is — help someone out today. 
You’ll be surprised how good it makes you feel.” 



Update: Captain Manchester turns out to be a guerrilla 
marketing campaign in aid of Manchester-based charity 
Forever Manchester, which states, “If Captain Manchester 
has made you stop and think about doing something 
positive then he’s done his job.” Smudge Jones, Chief 
Executive of Forever Manchester, said, “It’s actually one of 
my friends that’s been wearing the outfit but I’m not going 
to blow his cover as he’s enjoyed being Captain 
Manchester so much that he really wants to keep it going.” 
(194) 

“They Laugh. They Don’t Care. No One is Like, ‘Oh, 
My God! I’m So Shocked.’ They’re Just Interested in 
Getting Stuff from Us” 

Brooklynite Nicole Abramovici, age 31 in 2011, wears a 
catsuit and goes by the name the “Prowler.” She dons the 
costume while doing the good deed of providing clothing, 
toiletries, and other items to the homeless of New York 
City. Ms. Abramovici said, “I dress up because I’m part of 
this group called Superheroes Anonymous. The costume 
draws awareness to the cause, and it’s exciting and people 
dig it.” She says that one benefit of the costume is that 
people know that she is not a threat to them: “When they 
see me in the costume, they know I’m not going to rob 
them. They know I’m doing something more lighthearted.” 
Ms. Abramovici has a superhero mentor: a 27-year-old 
woman who uses “Life” as her superhero name. Life said, 
“Prowler has always been very street savvy, so my job was 
to show her the ropes as a superhero. She has been very 
helpful because she speaks Spanish and I don’t.” Ms. 
Abramovici said that she has always gotten a good 
reception from the homeless: “They laugh. They don’t care. 
No one is like, ‘Oh, my God! I’m so shocked.’ They’re just 
interested in getting stuff from us.” (195) 



Hixson, Tennessee, Home Depot Employees Show 
Compassion 

On 13 October 2013, the Chattanooga Times Free Press 
(Tennessee) published this letter to the editor by Robbie 
Moore: “Last month, while shopping at the Hixson 
[Tennessee] Home Depot, I became ill and made my way 
to the ladies’ room. Employee Marlene Brooks helped me 
sit down and cool off. Her associate, Tracey Schwartz, 
brought me a bottle of water, and together they took me to 
the employees’ break room. There was no place to lie 
down, but another employee suggested a lounge chair in the 
patio department — very quick and innovative thinking on 
his part. I don’t know his name but would like to thank 
him, Tracey and manager Tim Evans for their concern and 
help. Marlene stayed with me until my husband came to 
pick me up. Shortly after lying down, I was fine but went to 
the ER to be examined and was released. The employees at 
Home Depot showed great compassion and thoughtfulness, 
and I appreciate them very much.” (196) 

“Redditors, What is the ‘Hardest’ Right Thing You’re 
Ever Done?” 

In September 2013, a Redditor with a censorable 
pseudonym asked, “What is the ‘hardest’ right thing you’re 
ever done?” As always, Redditors had wonderful answers:  

1) GI33m wrote, “I have a few, but one of the hardest 
things was probably this. I was in college. I had just 
deposited a check, and I was getting most of it back in cash, 
specifically $220 of it. I requested it in twenties, because I 
owed it to people and I needed to break it up. Instead of 
counting out twenties, the cashier counted it out in 
hundreds … as if they were twenties. Suddenly, I was 
handed eleven hundred dollars. She handed it to me, I 
sighed, and I handed it back, pointing out her mistake. She 



was visibly shaken. I just smiled. She told me I just saved 
her job. She wouldn’t let me leave without a lollipop.”  

2) Ninja_Armadillo wrote, “Not fight the ex for custody of 
the children. As bad as I wanted to, I realized she was in a 
better position to take care of them than I was and I did not 
want to cause any further upheaval in their lives by moving 
them out of their house. I made a point to live nearby and 
worked out excellent visitation arrangements, but not 
having them live with me was brutal, but was what I 
thought was best for them.” Horse_you_rode_in_on 
commented, “The problem with family breakups is that the 
parents often lose sight of what’s best for their kids in a 
frantic drive to ‘win’ the separation. It may have been 
difficult then, but your kids will remember that your 
decision improved their lives, and your relationship with 
them will be the better for it down the road.” 
Lieutenant_Flagg commented, “As hard as it is to realize, 
this is what makes you a great father.”  

3) riverine17 wrote, “Doing a routine police patrol when I 
see an envelope lying in the middle of the street. I stop my 
vehicle, get out and examine the envelope. The envelope 
had been ripped open a bit and looked like it had road rash 
as if it flew out of a moving vehicle. This envelope was 
unusually thick, I picked it up and noticed that [inside] it 
[is] three stacks of $100 bills. I look around and don’t see a 
soul in sight, not a person, not a car or house. Nothing. I 
take the package, return to my vehicle and count the 
money. $25k, clean crisp bills. I also find a withdrawal slip 
which shows the bank name and account balance ($0) 
which had been emptied into the envelope. I mulled over 
the possibilities of what I could do with that kinda cash, but 
ultimately realized that I knew what I had to do. […] I 
proceeded to the bank and as I’m walking up to the front 
doors, I see a man outside with head in hands, sobbing. I 
ask the man what was wrong, to which he replies, ‘My 



wife’s going to kill me, man, we spent almost 5 years 
saving up our money for a house and I lost it!’ I ask him 
how much he lost and he responds ‘$25k! Can you believe 
that! I put the envelope on my car to unlock it and must 
have forgotten it on the roof and drove off!’ I ask the man 
which roads he took and he confirms the road [on] which I 
found the envelope. ‘I took INSERT ROAD HERE but it’s 
no use, I checked already and it wasn’t there, no use 
wasting anymore time on it, some [*]sshole’s having a 
f[*]cking spending spree on our life savings! I talked with 
the bank and they said they can’t help me.’ I then bring the 
man into the bank and ask to speak with the manager, she 
confirms that the man DID withdraw said amount and did 
lose it. I then turn to the man, hand him the envelope and 
tell him that not all people are thieves, not all cops are 
corrupt and sometimes, when you need help the most the 
good deeds you do will hopefully pay off. He was excited, 
kept thanking me and tried to give me some of his money, I 
refused and only asked that if he is in a similar situation 
one day, that he return the favor. In retrospect, It wasn’t 
necessarily a hard right decision, but I think most people 
would have mulled over spending the money right away, I 
just knew that I had to do the right thing. I made a report 
about the incident, just to keep it on record or whatever and 
a lot of my coworkers laughed at me and called me a fool 
for giving up the money. I no longer work there. When I 
tell the story to this day, a lot of people criticize my 
honesty. To each their own.” (197) 

A (Bar)Code of Honesty 

The website <notalwaysright.com> has many stories of 
customers doing the wrong thing — and many stories of 
customers doing the right thing. Here is a story of 
customers doing the right thing. In Wellington, New 
Zealand, an elderly couple came into a home improvement 
store and the elderly man handed an employee a barcode 



(but not the item for sale), saying, “Yesterday we 
purchased all these garden products and noticed the lady at 
the checkout forgot to scan this barcode. I’d like to pay for 
[the item].” The employee scanned the barcode, and the 
elderly woman paid. The employee was much impressed by 
the couple’s honesty and says that “they got a whole lot of 
respect and admiration from me!” (198) 

“The Most Moving Thing I Saw on Facebook was 
People Saying There Should be More People like Me in 
the World” 

In October 2013, many people were furloughed because of 
the partial government shutdown in the United States, 
including National Guardsmen, two of whom ate at a Ruby 
Tuesday restaurant in Concord, New Hampshire. When 
their waitress, Sarah Hoidahl, age 21, learned that the two 
female Guardsmen were furloughed National Guardsmen, 
she paid their $30 meal, although she is a single mother of 
a 15-month-old boy. Ms. Hoidahl said, “They were looking 
through the menu and she had mentioned something about 
the furlough and how we aren’t getting paid and I was like, 
‘Oh, jeez.’” She also gave them this note: “Thanks to the 
gov. shutdown the people like you that protect this country 
are not getting paid. However I still am. Lunch is on me! 
Thank you for serving[,] ladies! Have a great day! Sarah.” 
She paid for their lunch because she realized that “the 
income stops but that doesn’t mean the bills do.” She 
added, “I came out front and they were out front waiting for 
me and they came up and hugged me and just their reaction 
was worth everything. It was like I did this big huge thing, 
and I was like, ‘I just bought you lunch, but thank you.’” 
The New Hampshire National Guard publicized her good 
deed by posting a photograph of Sarah and a copy of her 
note on its Facebook page. Sarah said, “I think the most 
moving thing I saw on Facebook was people saying there 



should be more people like me in the world. That really got 
to me.” (199) 

A Gift of Money Can Make You Happy 

YouTube personalities Stuart Edge and Andrew Hale 
decided to make some servers in various restaurants in 
Orem, Utah, happy by leaving them $200 tips. They also 
recorded the servers’ reactions and made the recording a 
YouTube video that had over 3.6 million views by the 
morning of 18 September 2013 despite having been 
uploaded on 16 September 2013. Servers in Orem, Utah, 
make only around $2.13 an hour (plus tips). One co-worker 
of a female server told Stuart and Andrew that the female 
server had been hit by a car three weeks previously while 
she was riding her bike. The co-worker added, “Thanks for 
making her night.” A male server who received a $200 tip 
threw Stuart and Andrew a kiss. A female server who 
received a $200 tip did a happy dance and then gave them a 
hug. Jasvine Kular commented on YouTube, “Money can 
buy you happiness!” (200) 

CHAPTER 5: Stories 201-250 

Do a Good Deed a Day 

Marina Lighthouse has a few blogs on WordPress, 
including “Do a Good Deed a Day,” which she calls “Just 
another WordPress.com weblog.” On it, she recounts good 
deeds that she has done. For example:  

1) On 30 April 2011, she wrote, “I found out this afternoon 
a dear artist friend broke her arm. If that wasn’t bad 
enough, this weekend is open studio, a bi-annual event 
where she sells a lot of art. She is unable to prepare the 
goodies for the potential customers and guests who will 
come and visit her SF [San Francisco] studio. So I went to 
the store and prepped and cooked sweet and savory treats 



she will be able to present tomorrow. I’ll drive them up in 
the morning and will help her.”  

2) On 5 April 2011, she wrote, “I was in a check out line at 
a store today and a women came racing up, in a big hurry 
with a heavy bag of ice. I nodded to please go ahead [and] 
she flashed me a huge smile.”  

3) On 4 April 2011, she wrote, “You’ll remember HH [His 
Holiness] Grandmaster Lin Yun suggested I record simple 
good deeds. His thinking was to show how even the 
smallest act of kindness can count as [a] good deed. You 
don’t have to spend money and it is so simple that everyone 
can get into it. Today while [I was] at a store [I] watched as 
a senior was struggling trying to get a bottle of oil from a 
high shelf. She was delighted and gave me a big smile 
when I volunteered to get it down and place it in her 
basket.”  

4) On 27 May 2010, she wrote, “While [I was] having an 
afternoon tea at the local coffee house, an elderly women 
came in and was looking for a place to sit. The only table 
available was a mess so I jumped up and cleared it for her.” 
(201) 

“NO, I Am Not Homeless, I Am Not Hungry. Can I 
Give YOU A Dollar?”  

On 28 September 2013, Riley and Hermi Combs went to 
the intersection of Byron Center Avenue and 44th Street in 
Wyoming, Michigan, and did some reverse panhandling. 
They held up a sign that stated, “NO, I Am Not Homeless, I 
Am Not Hungry. Can I Give YOU A Dollar?” Then they 
handed out 100 $1 bills one at a time to drivers. The 
couple’s granddaughter said that her grandmother, Hermi 
Combs, said that they had a lot of fun doing the prank. The 
couple’ daughter, Ami Walker, said that Riley and Hermi 
Combs had done other good deeds: “They also bought 



scads of 31-day bus passes and randomly handed them out 
while riding the Rapid so that people whose passes were 
expiring could have more, and for some to be able to see 
ArtPrize. They are so active in the Grand Rapids 
community and do this so often. They’re just awesome 
people. They do it for fun to get to know people.” (202) 

“Women of Reddit, What has been Your Experience 
with Random Acts of Kindness from Male Strangers?” 

In September 2013, Redditor sehrah asked the women of 
Reddit, “Random acts of kindness from male strangers. 
What has been your experience with this?” As usual, 
Redditors came up with some great answers:  

1) ednorazowa wrote, “I was on a subway, and a drunk guy 
was harassing me. Before I could even figure out what to 
do, another, unaffiliated drunk guy walks up to him and 
says ‘Hey, man, this is your stop.’ Harasser drunk guy says 
‘Oh, thanks, man!’ and gets off at the next stop.”  

2) Little_Lion wrote, “It happens from time to time — 
usually because I’ve been kind, too. Like about 6 months 
ago I went to Freebird’s (sort of like Chipotle) and the guy 
making my burrito asked how my day was going. I 
answered, then asked him the same (note: I’m a 
stereotypically ‘friendly’ Texan — I’m always genuinely 
kind to strangers — so this was all with a big ol’ smile.) He 
looked so happy and told me I’m the first person who'd 
asked him that all day. We kept chatting as he made my 
meal, and then I went to get a drink. When I came back to 
the register to pay, the check-out guy said it had been taken 
care of, and that the worker I’d been talking to had covered 
the bill. He didn’t hit on me or ask me for my number or 
even my name. It made my whole week, basically. We 
waved at each other as I walked out the door and that was 
that.”  



3) Lisa1002 wrote, “When I worked at a flower stall in the 
market, a man came by one day, bought a bunch of roses 
then gave them to me to keep for myself. Never met him 
before and I haven’t seen him since. Lovely.”  

4) LadyBanks wrote, “The day after I first got my driver’s 
license, I had a flat tyre and a stranger walked up to me, 
changed it for me and then walked away. He never said a 
word to me.” (203) 

He Says ‘Thanks,’ Hands Me $50, and Walks Away 

Making the rounds of the Internet in 2013 (and probably 
before and after) is a screenshot of a Facebook page. The 
name and image of the Facebook poster are blurred to 
protect privacy, but the post contains a photograph of a $50 
bill and these words: “Popped into HM to buy a sweater for 
work... this guy follows me in, says ‘You probably don’t 
remember me. I see you walk down this street a fee [few] 
times a week and you give a dollar to at least one homeless 
person, you [have] given me at least $30 over the last 6 
months. I finally found a job and a place to live. Thanks.’ 
Then hands me $50 and walks away. — at H&M Pike 
Street.” An H&M clothing store is located at 520 Pike St 
#100 in Seattle, Washington. (204) 

Good People Live in and Around Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Here is evidence that good people live in and around Tulsa, 
Oklahoma:  

1) On 27 September 2013, Tulsa World (Oklahoma) 
published this letter to the editor by Helga Greiner of 
Broken Arrow, “You bring so many sad and bad news — 
maybe you can find a spot for some uplifting news like 
this: My husband had his second cataract surgery recently 
at the clinic at 81st Street and Memorial Drive. When he 
was ready to leave, the nurse sent me out to pull my car up 
in front of the building. When I was just driving up there, a 



young man came to my window and shouted: ‘Lady, you 
have a flat tire!’ It was totally torn up. The nurse took my 
husband back inside, and when I turned around there were 
two young men working to change my tire. It did not even 
take them 10 minutes, and they refused to take money for 
their work. It is wonderful to know that there are still great 
people like that among us.”  

2) On 22 August 2013, Tulsa World (Oklahoma) published 
this letter to the editor by Bruce Stewart of Tulsa: 
“Recently, I was jogging (shuffling would be a better word 
— I’m old, real old) down on the Riverside pathway when I 
glanced to my left and a man in a Mercedes convertible 
was holding out a bottled water wanting me to take it. 
That’s the first time in almost 40 years of running that 
anyone offered me water except when I was in an actual 
race. In those cases I didn’t need a water bottle, I needed a 
Bloody Mary. Anyway I did not accept the offered water as 
I knew that if I drank it, given my age, I would need to pee 
in about 90 seconds after ingesting it. I want to thank this 
unknown Good Samaritan for his act of kindness. If he had 
offered the Mercedes instead of the water, I would have 
aborted my shuffling and taken it.”  

3) Making sure that people can get health insurance is a 
good deed, and so Obamacare is a very good deed indeed. 
Using one’s First Amendment of Free Speech to point out 
when a politician opposes helping American citizens get 
health insurance is also a good deed. On 2 December 2012, 
Tulsa World (Oklahoma) published this letter to the editor 
by Sam Cowherd of Claremore, “Gov. Mary Fallin runs a 
full page ad in the Tulsa World patting herself on the back 
for the overwhelming support of her food drive by the 
‘caring people of the state.’ Her food drive ‘helped provide 
more than 2.6 million meals to hungry Oklahomans this 
holiday season.’ Yes, we should all be proud of this 
wonderful deed. But, her self-proclaimed good deed was 



only days after she pulled the rug out from under many of 
these same folks, declining to help them get health 
insurance, which would have been much more meaningful 
than one meal. Bless your heart and thanks, Mary. At least 
you ‘told’ President Obama.” (205) 

A Bent Bike Rack is No Match for Five Young Men 

At approximately 3 a.m. on 30 August 2013, five young 
men in Boston, Lincolnshire, England, noticed a metal bike 
rack that had been damaged when a car had backed into it a 
few weeks earlier. One of the metal loops to which 
bicyclists locked their bikes had been bent. The young men 
discussed how to fix the bent metal loop, and then, using 
their muscles for approximately 13 minutes, they bent the 
metal loop back into the correct position. All of this was 
captured by CCTV (a Closed-Circuit Television Camera). 
Peter Hunn, Boston Borough Council’s principal 
community safety officer, said, “We recorded the whole 
sequence. At first two lads had a go and then encouraged 
others to help. At one point five were pushing and pulling. 
To look at the bike rack, now you would hardly know it 
had been damaged.” He added, “The night-time economy is 
not all about bad lads doing bad things.” Councillor 
Stephen Woodliffe, from Boston Borough Council, said, 
“Young people often get a bad press, and this shows there 
are some who want to contribute to their society and do the 
right thing. It shows young people acting in a very positive 
and constructive manner and shows they have a good and 
responsible attitude to what’s happening in their town. 
Their actions were very public spirited and impressive.” 
Four of the young men were Martin Griggs, age 24; Dean 
Mason, age 23; Simon McMillan, age 23; and Dan Butler, 
age 23. The story of their good deed went viral, and Mr. 
Griggs said, “I can’t believe all the attention — it’s 
ridiculous.” He explained how he and his friend Mr. Mason 
got the good deed started: “It was about 3.15 in the 



morning — we’d had a lovely evening and as we are both 
cyclists decided to mend the bike rack, which we knew had 
been broken for a while. It was as simple as that.” They 
weren’t able to mend it by themselves, so they asked some 
other men to help. Mr. Griggs added, “Most people expect 
negative images in the news and Boston gets quite a lot of 
bad press. I think that’s why the press have grabbed hold of 
it — it’s a good news story for a change.” (206) 

“Saved Me a $65 Ticket. Santa Monica Tickets are 
Brutal” 

In September 2013, Redditor kidderboots woke up a little 
late and nearly got a $65 parking ticket in Santa Monica, 
California — his car needed to be moved, apparently for 
street cleaning. Fortunately, someone helped him avoid the 
ticket. When kidderboots got to his car at 9:15 a.m. instead 
of his usual 9 a.m. or earlier, he found this note: “Hey — 
Saw the parking police roll up about to give your car a 
ticket. I ran over, pulled out my keys and said ‘Sorry! I’m 
right here.’ She drove off. If you’re reading this, pass on 
the karma. If the cop’s reading this … these aren’t the 
droids you’re looking for. — citizen of Earth.” kidderboots 
wrote on Reddit, “I got a roll of quarters and I’m going [to] 
plug some meters from time to time. Saved me a $65 ticket. 
Santa Monica tickets are brutal.” (207) 

“I Knew I had Good Neighbors, But You Really Find 
Out what Kind of Neighbors You have in a Time 
like This” 

Just before harvest time in 2013, Joe Becker, who has a 
farm about nine-and-half-miles north of Rudyard, Montana, 
fell 12 feet while helping his son build a cabin and ended 
up with both legs in casts. His left leg had a broken tibia 
that required 10 screws, and his right leg had a hairline 
fracture and five broken toes. Fortunately, a neighbor called 
him and told him not to worry about the harvest — his 



neighbors would do the harvesting for him. On August 28, 
Mr. Becker sat in a wheelchair and watched his neighbors 
harvest his crops for him. He said, “I had six combines, 
several trucks, a tractor, and all kinds of help today and 
yesterday. To have those combines lined up like they were 
cutting their own crops was great. Once they got together, 
nobody had to tell anybody what to do or ask anybody to 
do anything. They just did it.” Fourteen neighbors and 
friends did the harvesting. Mr. Becker said, “They did in 
two and a half days what I usually do in seven. They 
wouldn’t take no for an answer. It was pretty awesome. It 
was like something that happens in the movies. I knew I 
had good neighbors, but you really find out what kind of 
neighbors you have in a time like this.” Mr. Becker’s wife, 
Jean, said, “It’s just so nice to have people who are willing 
to drop everything and help us. It was so wonderful and we 
couldn’t appreciate it more.” Mr. Becker said, “It’s the 
neatest thing I’ve seen in a lot of years. I’m eternally 
grateful for all these great neighbors.” The Good 
Samaritans are Craig, Dennis, and Zach Anderson; Darby 
Ditmar; Dick Ditmer; Jeff Hinds; Dan, Terry, and David 
Hybner; Clay Massa; Daniel Mikulecky; Ron Larson; Nick 
Moog; and Dan Redding. (208) 

“Please Enjoy a Nice Dinner — on Me” 

In August 2013, Redditor soramorbid posted a photo of 
someone holding $40 (three $10 bills and two $5 bills) and 
a note that said, “I saw you get out of your car at the 
intersection to help that old man, who fell, cross the street. I 
really admired your act of kindness, not many have time 
anymore. Seeing you pull over shortly after, I figured I 
should give you this. Please enjoy a nice dinner — on me. 
You absolutely deserve it. God bless.” Did this really 
happen? Probably. However, some good deeds written 
about on Imgur and Reddit are probably fictional — one 
month later, on 11 September 2013, a different Redditor 



reposted the exact same photo on Imgur with the caption, 
“This just happened to one of my best friend’s moms in 
Texas.” Here are some Redditor comments on the 
soramorbid post:  

1) pueblodude commented, “Very nice and considerate! I 
helped a blind man who fell into the curb/street once. 
People were honking and cussing me out for blocking the 
lane so he wouldn’t get hit. Enjoy your dinner!!”  

2) Jlexow10 commented, “When I was in DC a few years 
back, a friend and I watched a little kid (with his parents 
watching as well) run into a blind girl and break her guide-
stick (?). NOBODY stopped to help her, which blew my 
mind — not even the parents. And there were dozens of 
people that saw it or walked right by. My friend and I 
decided to help, and ended up walking the girl the hour and 
a half back to her apartment. She was on a training walk to 
learn how to walk from her home to her new place of work. 
The most amazing thing was that she was able to guide us 
all the way to her apartment just on her knowledge of the 
streets — she had only been in DC for about 5 days. People 
are amazing.” (David Bruce says, “A 90-minute walk to 
work is a long walk.”)  

3) Buzzword33 commented, “That’s really nice of you! I 
did something similar during the winter this year, I was 
driving to go meet my dad at his place, and driving past a 
bar. A drunk stumbles out, trips in front of my car. I wasn’t 
travelling too fast, so I stopped. After he got onto the 
sidewalk again, he falls on his back. I get out to help him 
up, just to make sure he didn’t have a stroke or something 
(he was drunk, [I] could smell the vodka on his breath). He 
was really grateful, and also just a pleasant man, down on 
his luck. I offered to call a cab or a family member for him, 
but he refused, so after a few minutes just to make sure he 
was all right, I left. Really, it doesn’t take much, a handful 



of times this year, actually, I have helped a lot of older 
people up because they fell, really strange.” By the way, 
Redditor Cocoberrylime was impressed by the $40 for a 
dinner and commented on the Shmigme post, “That’s 20 
dinners for me.” (209) 

“If You Get a Flat Tyre, Simply be Heavily Pregnant 
and Stand on the Side of the Road. Thanks, Guys” 

Ana Samways writes an almost daily and always 
entertaining column titled Sideswipe for the New Zealand 
Herald. Readers often send her accounts of good deeds, 
including this one: “Sarah from the North Shore, who is 38 
weeks’ pregnant, had her first flat tyre. [Sarah wrote,] 
‘Within 20 seconds of pulling over and flicking the hazard 
lights on, a blue ute [utility vehicle, aka truck] stopped and 
a guy jumped out offering to help. Wheel was seized on, so 
off he went down the road to his house to get a 
sledgehammer. Meanwhile, two other men came over and 
offered to help, too. Between them they managed to get the 
wheel off (brute force) and by the time my other knight in 
shining armour returned, the spare wheel was on. Moral of 
the story: If you get a flat tyre, simply be heavily pregnant 
and stand on the side of the road. Thanks, guys.’” (210) 

“I’m About to Stab that Lady in the Throat with an 
Espresso Spoon” 

Redditor SoulDevil74 once overheard a customer rudely 
talking to a waitress, so SoulDevil74 told the waitress she 
was doing a great job. The waitress gave SoulDevil74 a 
check. On the back of the check, the waitress wrote, 
“Thank you for your comment. I’m about to stab that lady 
in the throat with an espresso spoon.” Of course, spoons are 
not ideal implements for stabbing; however, the movie 
Robin Hood: Prince of Thieves contains this dialogue: “I’m 
gonna cut your heart out with a spoon!” “Why a spoon, 
cousin? Why not an axe?” “Because it’s DULL, you twit. 



It’ll hurt more.” By the way, Redditor prettyforariot often 
watched this movie and could quote from it extensively 
when she was a little girl. She commented, “In kindergarten 
I could quote [it] like nothing else and I always appreciated 
the spoon threat so I told another kid who stole my jello 
that I was going to cut out his heart with a spoon. He 
looked at me like I was crazy and asked ‘why?’ I looked at 
him ‘wickedly’, as my teacher wrote down in a report, 
raised my plastic spork over my head, and screamed 
‘because it’s dull and it will HURT MORE.’ (I misquoted 
because I knew it was bad to call people mean things.) I 
wasn’t going to actually do anything, but all [of] the sudden 
I was scooped up by my teacher, carried to the principal’s 
office, and had my parents called. Being a little girl with 
pigtails, a pink Minnie [Mouse] dress, and no other 
instances of bad behavior, I didn’t get in trouble. My Dad 
pretended to be mad when he picked me up (the principal 
wanted me to go home so my Dad could explain why what 
I did was wrong), but he gave me a high five in the car and 
told me he was proud I was his daughter.” Also by the way, 
David Bruce says, “Never be rude to a person who spends 
time alone with your food.” (211) 

Good People Live in Bozeman, Montana 

Here is some evidence that good people live in Bozeman, 
Montana:  

1) On 11 June 2012, the Boezman Daily Chronicle 
published this letter to the editor by Lela Wolenetz of 
Bozeman: “To the good people that picked up my 
envelopes of bills I was going to the post office to mail. 
You put them in my mailbox, thank you. I backed out of 
the garage, forgetting I had placed them on the trunk while 
putting my walker in the back seat and they fell off. Thank 
you again.”  



2) On 31 July 2013, the Bozeman Daily Chronicle 
published this letter to the editor by Tom Hess of Los 
Angeles, California: “About one week ago, my wife and I 
were traveling through Bozeman for the first time. After 
filling up [the car] with gas, we headed downtown to get 
some lunch. While walking down the street, I felt that 
something was not quite right (kind of a guy thing) and 
realized my wallet was not in its usual pocket. 
Immediately, we headed back to our car to look for it. 
Along the way, I noticed a man who seemed to be looking 
for someone. We made eye contact and he approached me. 
‘Are you Thomas?’ he asked. I replied that I was indeed 
‘Thomas.’ He then said, ‘I believe this belongs to you’ and 
he handed me my wallet, which had fallen onto the street 
when we exited the car. I asked his name and he replied, 
‘Patrick Riley.’ Patrick, I hope this short story makes the 
paper, for your action should make everyone in Bozeman 
feel proud. Once again, thank you very much.”  

3) On 4 February 2013, the Bozeman Daily Chronicle 
published this letter to the editor by Kathryn Morton of 
Bozeman: “To the Good Samaritan who came to my large 
driveway in your yellow tractor on Sunday, Jan. 27 [2013] 
after the considerable snow storm: thank you so very much! 
Not only did you clear my driveway, you cleared all of my 
neighbors’ driveways as well. You are truly an angel on 
earth! I have taken this random act of kindness as a 
challenge to ‘pay it forward’ and make someone else’s day 
better.” (212) 

“Thank You with All My Love and Blessings, Mr. 
Marlon Johnson. I Will Never Forget Your Kindness” 

On 7 September 2013, the Jamaica Observer published this 
letter to the editor by Deborah C. Beckles of Grand 
Cayman, the largest of the three Cayman Islands, “I wish to 
extend heartfelt thanks and appreciation to Mr. Marlon 



Johnson of the Norman Manley International Airport. I was 
en route to Grand Cayman Islands on 1st September 2013, 
but was unable to board the flight due to some missing 
documents for my two sons. The uncanny coincidence of 
our meeting is that I had noticed Mr Johnson working 
really hard cleaning the tables and floors while at the 
airport, and I felt it necessary to tell him that I was 
impressed with his work attitude. We chatted for a few 
minutes about his plans for the future and I lauded him and 
told him that if his aspiration for a bright future was 
embellished with the positive attitude he maintained then 
he would indeed achieve great things. That was the end of 
our chance encounter, or so I thought, until it was time to 
check-in with the airline when I discovered my documents 
for my children (ages 3 and 7 years) were not in order and I 
could not board the flight. Added to that dilemma, my 
mobile phone was not working and I did not have any 
means of contacting my husband who had the necessary 
documents for me to board the flight. I was so distraught 
and afraid of being stranded with my children and then I 
spotted Mr Johnson and took a chance and approached him 
and told him about my plight. He did not hesitate for a 
moment to extend to me the use of his mobile phone and to 
express his concern. He then stayed vigilant for us that 
entire time until I was able to secure some accommodation 
for my family. I am indeed indebted to him and I remain 
overwhelmed by his hospitality and gentle demeanour. Far 
too often good deeds are not given the attention they 
deserve. I could not afford to stay quiet with this feel-good 
experience. I honestly thought good Samaritans did not 
exist anymore until I met that wonderful young man. Thank 
you with all my love and blessings, Mr. Marlon Johnson. I 
will never forget your kindness.” (213) 



 “I’ll Never Forget the Way I Felt — Thankful for the 
Goodness of People, the Kindness of Strangers, the 
Amazing Story I’ll [Retell] For Years” 

On Labor Day Weekend in 2013, Matt Douglas and his 
wife and three-and-a-half-year-old daughter ran into major 
car trouble as they were driving to a lake in New 
Hampshire. White smoke started pouring from their car — 
sometimes a little white smoke, and sometimes a lot. With 
difficulty, Mr. Douglas drove to a Monro Muffler shop, 
where he met George, who was waiting for his own car. 
George looked at Mr. Douglas’ car, and he knew that it 
needed some major repair work. He also knew that Mr. 
Douglas would have difficulty getting a rental car because 
of Labor Day weekend — either all the vehicles would be 
already rented, or the rental places would be closed. After 
getting his car, George said to Mr. Douglas, “Listen: if you 
can’t find a solution, you could always borrow my car. I 
don’t need it this weekend because I’ll be driving my 
truck.” Mr. Douglas continued to look for a car to rent, but 
he was unsuccessful. Finally, he called George and said, 
“George, I don’t know if you’re my guardian angel or just 
an amazing person, but we’re completely stranded. I’ll take 
you up on your offer.” In five minutes, George showed up 
at the Monro Muffler. They drove to George’s house and 
exchanged contact information, and George handed over 
the keys to his car. Mr. Douglas wrote on his blog, “With 
tears in my eyes, I pulled away from this wonderful man's 
house. I’ll never forget the way I felt — thankful for the 
goodness of people, the kindness of strangers, the amazing 
story I’ll recount for years. I’m now sitting 80 miles north 
of where we broke down. A few minutes ago, George and I 
exchanged text messages and he simply told me to enjoy 
myself. George’s car is in the driveway and the rain is 
falling steadily in the darkness. In the next room over, I 
hear my family playing safe and sound, sheltered from the 



darkness and the rain. All because a complete stranger 
made the choice to help a young family in need. All 
because someone trusted a random person who desperately 
needed assistance. All because of George.” (214) 

“The Person I was at that Moment wasn’t as Good as 
the Person I’d been Judging”  

On 27 September 2013, Lucy Luginbill posted a story in 
the Tri-City Herald (Kennewick, Washington) about a good 
deed that was a lesson for Kathy Blevins, who lives in 
Apple Valley, California, was in a hurry, and was annoyed 
because of being stuck in a non-moving line at a grocery 
store. One of the things that added to her annoyance was 
two 30-something women who dressed, in her opinion, 
flamboyantly, and who talked loudly. Ms. Blevins said, “I 
caught myself being ugly.” She was thinking to herself, 
“How can you dress that way and talk like that?” The line 
had stopped because a young mother holding a toddler was 
talking to the cashier. Ms. Blevins could not hear what they 
were saying, but one of the 30-something women in the 
line ahead of her could. That woman went to the cashier 
and said, “Can I pay for her groceries?” Ms. Blevins 
realized, “The person I was at that moment wasn’t as good 
as the person I’d been judging.” She added, “I believe the 
Lord used [that moment] to teach me a huge lesson!” That 
lesson can be found in 1 Samuel 16:7b (New Living 
Translation): “People judge by outward appearance, but the 
Lord looks at a person’s thoughts and intentions.” (215) 

“Reddit, What is the Best $10 You Ever Spent?” 

In August 2013, Redditor diduknowitsme asked, “Reddit, 
what is the best $10 you ever spent?” Here are a few 
replies:  

1) entropicexplosion wrote, “CPR training. Was driving 
home across the desert of New Mexico and saw a camper 



on the side of the road, in flames. The door was locked, so I 
had to break through and pulled out two kids who were 
unconscious from smoke inhalation and needed CPR. 
Managed to get everyone out before the fire department 
came, and everyone was fine. This was back in the early 
’90s. I don’t know how much CPR classes are now, but it 
could be the best money you ever spend too.”  

2) garblenards wrote, “Saw a guy standing with his wife 
and kid in a strip mall holding up a sign asking for money 
stating he lost his job. I normally don’t give money to 
panhandlers but I thought this guy might be sincere so I 
handed him a tenner. I told him if he was serious about 
finding work to come to my warehouse on Monday and 
gave him my card with the address. He was there right 
when we opened, and has been one of my hardest workers 
ever since. I helped him and he helped me a hell of a lot 
more.”  

3) That_Jedi_bastard wrote, “At age 16, (I’m 39 now) I had 
a big blowout fight with my father. I left home and took a 
greyhound bus to live with a friend in northern California. I 
quickly made friends with the local punks and skaters. I 
met a girl from this group, and we became friends; almost 
like brother and sister. She lived in an abandoned, rodent-
invested apartment building with no running water and no 
electricity. One evening, I decided to drop by, but couldn’t 
find her. I looked around for a few minutes, then 
remembered that she said she liked to hang out on the roof 
and look at the stars. When I got to the roof, she was there, 
with her back to me, audibly sobbing. I asked her what was 
wrong, and she said she had not eaten in days, and that 
earlier that day, while taking a nap, a rat had bitten her on 
the face, and she just couldn’t take living in this situation 
any more. She told me she intended to jump off of the roof, 
but that I interrupted her. I begged and pleaded for her to 
not do it, but instead of having the desired effect, she 



became very hostile, screaming ‘Why do you care?!’ Then 
told me to leave so she would not have the guilt of knowing 
I witnessed her killing herself. After what seemed like an 
hour of trying to reason with her, she told me ‘If you 
choose to stay, it’s up to you, but I am done talking’. I 
didn’t know what to do. I was frozen in fear, contemplating 
trying to grab her and pull her away from the edge, but I 
was scared that if I got any closer, she’d jump. I did the 
only thing I could think to do. I told her I’d give her all my 
money (I only had like $10 or so left from what my mom 
gave me when I left home) if she would just spend the night 
talking to me like we had done a few times before. I told 
her, ‘If you still want to do it after we talk, I will not 
interfere again’. She immediately broke down into 
hysterics, and told me that no one had ever shown so much 
interest in her, much less offered to buy her time with the 
last money to their name. We talked until the next morning, 
at which time, she flashed the money in my face, and 
offered to buy me breakfast. I don’t know where she is 
now, but the last I heard, she was working with victims of 
sexual abuse.” (216) 

“I Would Want Someone to Do that for Me if I was 
Somewhere Else” 

In the summer of 2013, a couple from Rochester, New 
York, was visiting the Black Hills of South Dakota. They 
were in Rapid City, South Dakota, during the Hills Alive 
Artist Showcase at Main Street Square, and they wanted to 
see Dinosaur Park. They asked some residents about the 
park, but unfortunately the couple was on a bus tour, and 
they were unable to drive to the park. Fortunately, Chris 
Johnson, owner of the Clock Shop, drove them there and 
back. Beth Hottel, assistant director of Destination Rapid 
City, who was with Mr. Johnson when he offered to drive 
the couple there and back, said, “That just shows how 
awesome our Rapid City residents are. We’re proud of 



what we have, take pride in that, and are willing to go that 
extra mile to share that with tourists. It speaks not only to 
his character, but to the character that Rapid City has.” Mr. 
Johnson said, “They thoroughly enjoyed themselves and I 
brought them back and we parted ways.” He added, “I 
would want someone to do that for me if I was somewhere 
else. And it’s nice to surprise someone.” (217) 

“I Have Never Seen a More Appreciative Person” 

Retired Bakersfield (California) College professor Chuck 
Wall has written a number of books on kindness, including 
Kindness: Changing Our World. These books include 
accounts of good deeds, including one by Jennifer Rogers-
Etcheverry, who gets gas at a gasoline station frequented by 
panhandlers. She doesn’t like to give them money, so she 
offers to fill up their vehicle with gas instead. Most 
panhandlers don’t accept the offer. However, a woman 
once approached her for help and accepted the offer. She 
drove her car to the gas pump, and she said that she was an 
out-of-work accountant and wanted only enough gas to get 
home. Ms. Rogers-Etcheverry said, “This is on me,” and 
filled up the woman’s gas tank. Ms. Rogers-Etcheverry 
said, “I have never seen a more appreciative person. She 
began to cry and hugged me. […] I think of her often and 
wonder if she ever found a job. I hope so; she was a good 
and deserving person.” (218) 

“Know I Love You, You & the Kids are My World & 
None of Anything We have Would be Worth It Without 
You” 

Redditor iamnotastrosurfing is from Australia. His loving 
wife drops a loving note into his appointment book once a 
week, and he finds and reads the notes at work. This is the 
note for 15 August 2013:  

“Hi honey,  



“Another annoying little note for you.  I know we get so 
little time together & I miss you so much.  

“But know I love you, you & the kids are my world & none 
of anything we have would be worth it without you. 

“I love you, have a great day, drive safe.” 

Note: iamnotastrosurfing explained “diary” in the title of 
his post: “I’m from Australia, didn’t know this was a local 
thing. It’s just an appointment book for work so I don’t 
miss any meetings. My brain doesn’t remember that well so 
I’ve outsourced my memory to a piece of paper.” (219) 

“I Never Knew They were Going to Respond. I Didn’t 
Think They Would Take Her Seriously” 

Angelina Giani, age eight, of Boca Raton, Florida, is a big 
fan of Bratz dolls. She has collected a few — “like 30, or 
36.” However, she noticed that the Bratz dolls really do not 
resemble her: “They have blonde hair and they’re mostly, 
very, very tall.” Therefore, she took action and wrote a 
letter to the manufacturer and requested that it make dolls 
that more closely resemble her. She even enclosed a 
drawing of three dolls — one of which had dark hair, like 
her. MGA Entertainment, which is based in Los Angeles, 
California, used the drawings as models for three custom-
made dolls that they gave to Angelina, who was impressed: 
“They actually made them and sent them in a box.” A 
spokesperson for MGA Entertainment said, “We were very 
impressed and touched by Angelina’s designs.” Angelina’s 
mother, Rosiana Giani, did not expect a response from the 
company; she regarded the letter as basically an exercise in 
writing. Rosiana said, “I never knew they were going to 
respond. I didn’t think they would take her seriously.” 
(220) 

Good People Live in and Around Seattle, Washington 



Here is some evidence that good people live in and around 
Seattle, Washington:  

1) Ruth Lucas of Mercer Island wrote in an 18 November 
2006 letter to The Seattle Times, “It was a surprise to find a 
message on my answering machine from the Factoria 
Police Department telling me two young girls had turned in 
my wallet. Since they did not leave names, I would like to 
express appreciation to them and to the Factoria Police 
Department for their honesty and kindness.”  

2) Nina Tran of Beacon Hill wrote in an 18 November 
2006 letter to The Seattle Times, “Last month, while I was 
taking my children to school, a truck ran into our van. I was 
pinned to the door and couldn’t get out to comfort my 
children. There was a young lady who sat with my children 
and comforted them, and a man who stood by our van to 
comfort me until the ambulance came. I wanted to say 
thank you from the bottom of my heart. I have always been 
very cynical of people, but I remember their good deeds 
every day and will always remember there are good people 
out there. I never got a chance to know their names, but I 
hope the man and woman will see this and know how much 
I appreciated their kindness.”  

3) Leon Thompson of Kent wrote in a 22 July 2006 letter to 
The Seattle Times, “A handicapped veteran living on a 
small disability pension, I usually am conservative on 
spending. My regular meals consist of one of those dollar 
TV dinners. When Christmas arrived, however, I was 
surprised when Dave and Judy Visser knocked on my door 
and gave me a full-sized, cooked turkey with all the 
trimmings. I had plenty to eat for a whole week. Then on 
New Year’s Eve, my neighbor, Ms. Ivy Divelbiss, brought 
over a huge dinner of ham, sweet potatoes and the works. I 
had two full weeks of dinner and was grateful for the two 



families and their good deeds. It made the holidays 
enjoyable as never before.”  

4) John Kropf of Seattle wrote in a 22 July 2006 letter to 
The Seattle Times, “I want to thank the good man and 
woman who helped when I fell in front of a bus stop July 5. 
I had just missed the No. 12 and figured I could walk to 
Third as fast or faster than the next bus getting there. I 
moved over to pass a person waiting for the bus and 
stepped right on the edge of the square hole that surrounds 
the tree between the sidewalk and curb. The fall sprained 
my ankle. I crashed headfirst down the hill, landing on my 
hands and knees. My right knee took the major brunt. I lay 
there not able to move while a lady nearby asked if I was 
‘all right.’ I needed a little time to evaluate my condition 
and try to untangle my left leg. A young gentleman asked if 
he could help. I couldn’t support my weight, and he stood 
holding me as I groped for a big rail for support. Gradually, 
I was able to put some weight on my feet. The gentleman 
gave me his name, but I was in no condition to remember 
it. He was truly a Good Samaritan. God bless him. The lady 
told me she worked for the city and would tell them about 
the ‘bad’ place that had tripped me. Bless her, too.” (221) 

Born-Again Christian Atones for Youthful Bad Deeds 

In 1968, Tom Bennett stole some motel spotlights during a 
spring break trip to Fort Lauderdale, Florida. In 1993, he 
was a 44-year-old physical therapist with four children, and 
he was living in Severna Park, Maryland. He said, “I just 
remember, overall, taking advantage of Fort Lauderdale in 
several obnoxious ways.” For a while, the spotlights 
decorated his dorm room, and then he threw them out. In 
1993, he wrote Fort Lauderdale mayor Jim Naugle to 
confess his crime and to offer to donate $100 to a charity 
group of the mayor’s choice. What was the mayor’s 
choice? The Informed Parents Red Ribbon Committee, 



which teaches kids not to use illegal drugs. Mayor Naugle 
said that he was pleased to receive the letter: “It was really 
unusual. Kind of made my day.” In 1971, Mr. Bennett 
became a born-again Christian, and he has tried to atone for 
the errors of his youth. He said, “I was like some of the 
politicians who go back and remember their wild and 
woolly days.” In 1990, he told a dean at Western Maryland 
about the time that he had cheated on a physics exam. So 
that Mr. Bennett could atone for that bad deed, the dean 
made him attend a school career day. (222) 

“What is the Kindest Thing a Stranger has Done for 
You?” 

On 14 September 2013, Redditor Imadragon21 asked, 
“What is the kindest thing a stranger has done for you?” 
Here are some heart-warming replies:  

1) I_love_shiny_sh[*]t wrote, “I was on my way to a job 
interview on the trolly. I was 45 minutes from home and I 
was very excited. I had an interview with an amazing 
company with awesome pay. When the doors opened, I 
started walking out, and some [*]sshole decided to rush in 
without letting everyone out yet. He was texting and 
smashed into me, spilling his as-hot-as-the-f[*]cking-sun 
coffee down my shirt, slacks, and heels. He yelled at me for 
spilling his coffee as the doors closed and whisked his 
stupid [*]ss away. I just stood there crying, unbelieving that 
that just f[*]cking happened. I had even sat on a newspaper 
to avoid getting my pants dirty on the trolly. FML [F*ck 
My Life]. This nice, middle-aged Mexican lady with a 
stroller came up and took my hand. She said in very broken 
English that she was going to help me and not to cry. She 
took me to her apartment less than a block away and gave 
me a blouse, skirt, and shoes to wear. They were kind of 
tight, but wearable and professional. She fixed my makeup 
and walked me to the building my interview was at and 



hugged me goodbye and would not accept any money. I 
nailed the interview and worked at that company for almost 
3 years. Dolce and I still send each other cards on 
Christmas and birthdays, and I was there when she got her 
citizenship. :)” She added, “We always joke now that she’s 
my little Mexican fairy godmother. She is one of the nicest, 
most giving women I have ever met. She would give you 
the food from her spoon and the clothes off her back if you 
needed it, no questions asked.” 

2) morbid126 wrote, “When I was homeless, one night I 
was walking down a familiar street and saw a hammock in 
someone’s yard. Me, I was tired from working all day so I 
threw my cares to the wind and walked over and fell asleep 
in the hammock. Two hours later five Mexicans pull up in 
the yard over. They asked if I was all right. Then asked if I 
needed a place to stay. I lived in their apartment for four 
months after that and beat the winter.”  

3) laudinum wrote, “Car overheated in Chicago, had to pull 
off an exit I was not familiar with. All of the signs in the 
store windows were in Spanish. A group of urban youths 
helped me push my car to a garage, and helped me tell the 
guy what the problem was, because he spoke only Spanish. 
New radiator, urban youths beer-ed.”  

4) MoonMarbles wrote, “I used to live in these areas of 
Chicago, I am a 20-something female and I have gotten 
roadside service from random ‘gangster-ish’ guys before as 
well. Now downtown Chicago is a different story. No one 
in a suit will come near me to help. Not that I don’t get it, 
suits are expensive and nice and [people in suits] don’t 
want to be around my death trap of a car.” (223) 

“I Told Him That I’d Ring a Taxi for Both of Us, But 
He Said He Only had Enough Money for the Bus — I 
Said, ‘Don’t Worry About That’” 



On 28 March 2013, bad weather forced the cancellation of 
public buses in Derby, Derbyshire, England. Not everyone, 
unfortunately, got word that the public bus system had been 
shut down. Josh Humphrey, age 20, waited for the 
Transpeak bus at Bakewell bus station. As he waited, an 
elderly man named Norman asked him whether the public 
buses were still running — Norman said that he had been 
waiting for a long time. They waited another two hours, 
then Josh noticed that Norman was shivering. Josh said, “It 
was horrible to see — he must have been in his mid-
seventies. I told him that I’d ring a taxi for both of us, but 
he said he only had enough money for the bus — I said, 
‘Don’t worry about that.’” Norman was happy when the 
taxi showed up. Josh said, “He was really happy — it was 
such a great feeling. When we got to his house, I got out to 
say goodbye and he just hugged me — I felt like crying!” 
Josh, who lives in Matlock, paid £25 to help Norman get to 
his home in Darley Dale. (224) 

“If You Need a Jump […] Text Me” 

On 16 September 2013, Redditor amstadaM posted on 
Imgur evidence that his or her new neighbor (amstadaM 
recently moved to Las Vegas, Nevada) is, in amstadaM’s 
words, “pretty d[*]mn nice.” The evidence is a note that the 
new neighbor left for amstadaM: “Tried knocking several 
times to let you know your domelight is on in your car. If 
you need a jump I get up at about 7:15 p.m., and leave for 
work around 8. Text me if you need to. Cory from 
upstairs.” Fortunately, amstadaM’s car started the next 
morning. (225) 

Good People Live in and Around Cleveland, Ohio 

Here’s some evidence:  

1) On 20 August 2013, this letter by Diane Dvornik Shirley 
of Cincinnati, Ohio, appeared online at Cleveland.com: “I 



cannot tell you how impressed and grateful I am for the 
warmth and concern shown by some of the people in 
Cleveland. I was recently involved in a hit-and-run accident 
on Interstate 90 on my way home to Cincinnati. I wasn’t 
able to get the license plate number of the person who hit 
me, but a good Samaritan who was driving by did get the 
number and called it in to 9-1-1. The police, firefighters 
and emergency medical technicians who provided 
assistance were wonderful in a scary situation, as my car 
was out of commission in the fast lane. The tow truck 
driver and the employees of the service station where my 
car was towed were great, too. I don’t think these people 
knew how much their kindness could mean, so I want to 
say thanks publicly.”  

2) On 22 July 2012, this letter by Shelly Marshall of 
Highland Heights, Ohio, appeared online at Cleveland.com: 
“Recently, a very thoughtful person left for me a 5-pound 
bag of bird seed alongside my driveway. Unfortunately, no 
note or name was left with it. This considerate gift giver 
must be someone who passes by my home on a regular 
basis and knows of my passion for feeding our little 
feathered friends. I am hoping this good Samaritan will see 
this letter and accept my sincere gratitude for their 
thoughtful act. They may also be happy to learn that since 
their kind act to me, I had the opportunity to ‘pay it 
forward.’ While shopping at my local supermarket, I noted 
the shopper in front of me in the checkout line was giving 
back to the cashier some of her grocery items, while her 
toddler, seated in the cart, was trying desperately to reach a 
candy bar while she tried to explain she didn’t bring 
enough money and he could not have candy. Her shortage 
was $3.27. I handed her a $5 bill (which she was reluctant 
to accept) until I told her about my good Samaritan and 
asked her to ‘pay it forward’ should the occasion arise for 
her. The thought of that seemed to please her. So, to my 



good Samaritan, now, two of us thank you for your much 
appreciated gesture.”  

3) On 25 November 2009, this letter by Laurel Zurawick of 
Broadview Heights, Ohio, appeared online at 
Cleveland.com: “Thank you to the good Samaritans who 
found my wallet, checkbook and personal belongings at 
State Route 82 at Interstate 77 and made the extra effort to 
risk their personal safety by stopping traffic, retrieving the 
items and returning them to me, with no expectations of 
rewards or recognition. Unbelievably, it was not one but 
two unrelated strangers’ random acts of kindness that made 
this all the more incredible. Unknowingly [to them], the 
items were located in two separate areas of the throughway 
— one person not knowing there were other items in 
another location. However, both Samaritans, at separate 
times, on the same day, saw items, stopped, and took an 
honest interest in doing good deeds. I have had the 
opportunity to personally thank Steven and his wife, 
Amanda Kost, who owns and operates Balanced Fitness in 
North Royalton. Steven selflessly drove to my home to 
return my wallet and all its contents. And when asked what 
I may do in return, he shared a few business cards to 
introduce his wife’s fitness center and said humbly, ‘times 
are tough for us all. If you know anyone in need of a fitness 
trainer or looking for ways to maintain good health, we 
would appreciate a referral.’ So to the local community, if 
you are seeking an honest businessman, one works in our 
neighborhood! Additionally, thank you to the anonymous 
Samaritan who retrieved my checkbook and photos and 
turned them in to the Broadview Heights police 
department. To this unknown person, I can only hope this 
message reaches you to express my deepest appreciation 
for your kindness. May good things come to you and your 
family. Finally, may these random acts of kindness inspire 
each of us to respect and selflessly share goodness with 



each other at every opportunity. Thank you again to these 
good Samaritans! May we all follow your lead!” (226) 

Good People Live in and Around Lurgan, County 
Armagh, Northern Ireland 

If you keep your eyes open and are kind, you may see an 
opportunity to do a good deed. This is true everywhere, 
including Lurgan, County Armagh, Northern Ireland:  

1) On Boxing Day (the day after Christmas) 2012, 
Margaret Irwin, age 72, of Lurgan ran into trouble when the 
battery of her mobility scooter ran low while she was 
traveling from Rushmere to her home in Carrick Drive. She 
said, “I don’t know why I had decided to take the paths 
through Craigavon instead of the way I usually go. I was 
told it was shorter but I think it was longer plus the hills 
take more power out of the scooter. It wasn’t that long after 
leaving Rushmere that the [warning] light [telling her the 
battery was running low] came on. I got into a bit of a 
panic. I was terrified of not making it home.” She 
continued, “Nobody even looked near me until this man 
stopped and asked me if everything was okay. I told him 
what was wrong and he said he was going to go and get his 
car so he could follow me and make sure I got home all 
right. He followed me in his car and I’d say he must have 
stopped eight or 10 times on the way to make sure I was all 
right. It normally takes me three quarters of an hour to 
make the journey. On Boxing Day it was a lot longer. I 
wasn’t home until about 1:30 p.m. I was like a drowned rat 
when I got home, but that didn’t matter. The main thing 
was I got home.” She did not get the man’s name. She said, 
“The man saw me right to the front door, but he said he had 
to go in a hurry because his wife had his dinner waiting for 
him. I thanked him at the time, but I can’t thank him 
enough. The more I think about it, I can’t get over how 



kind he was and how much he went out of his way to help 
me.”  

2) Lyn Patton of Bleary, Northern Ireland, is thankful that a 
good person assisted her mother in August 2013, and she 
contacted the Lurgan Mail (Lurgan, County Armagh, 
Northern Ireland) newspaper in an attempt to properly 
thank the Good Samaritan. Ms. Patton said, “Mum was out 
for a walk with my brother’s son when she took ill. She 
was only as far as the top of Dean’s Road, not far from my 
house. She took out her phone to phone me, but dropped it 
and it wouldn’t work. She got herself into a state and lots of 
cars were driving past. She was afraid of her grandson 
getting out into the road. A woman in a white jeep stopped 
and helped her. My mother told her I was only down the 
road so she came down to the house and got me. She came 
back to the house the next day to check if my mum was 
alright, but I didn’t get her name. I’m hoping she reads this 
and calls back down to the house as we want to give her a 
token of our appreciation for what she did for mum.”  

3) In November 2007, a girl lost her handbag in Lurgan 
train station. Fortunately, a Good Samaritan found the 
handbag. Inside was a library card that contained the girl’s 
home address. The Good Samaritan then visited the girl’s 
home and returned the handbag. The woman’s mother said, 
“I told my daughter the bag would never be found. But this 
stranger went out of his way to find our address and return 
the bag with all the contents — not a penny was missing. I 
am just sorry I missed him to thank him personally — it 
gives you hope there is a bit of goodness out there. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank him; it is the least we 
can do.” (227) 

“God Does Awesome Things, and This Woman, Whose 
Wedding Day Might have been Ruined, had Her Special 
Day, After All” 



On 11 August 2013, a woman named Amanda who was 
getting married that evening discovered in the morning that 
someone has stolen her wedding dress as she was loading 
her car. The bride-to-be, understandably distraught, called 
911 to report the loss. The 911 dispatcher, whose name is 
Candace, answered the call, took down the needed 
information, and sent a police officer to Amanda to gather 
information about the theft. Candace said, “I finally figured 
out what was going on, and asked when the ceremony was 
scheduled. When she said, ‘Today,’ my heart broke in two 
for her.” Candace then asked her supervisor if she could 
lend the woman her own wedding dress: “Can I offer her 
my dress? All through the call I was thinking, ‘I have a 
dress ….’” Candace had gotten married 18 months 
previously. Her supervisor gave her the answer yes, and 
Candace said, “I talked to the officer responding and told 
him to tell her I’d offer her my dress.” The bride-to-be 
asked to see a photograph of the dress. Candace said, “I 
understood completely. This was such a special day for her, 
something she’d thought of her whole life.” Candace texted 
a photo of the dress to the police officer’s cell phone, and 
Amanda liked the dress — and thought that the dress would 
fit her. With some effort and a few telephone calls, 
Candace’s family members were able to get the wedding 
dress to Amanda. Fortunately, Brandon, Candace’s 
husband, had stayed home instead of going camping, as he 
had planned. Candace said, “Brandon drove the dress to the 
fiance’s house and dropped it off. The woman told me 
she’d get it back to me, and I said, ‘No hurry.’” The day 
after the wedding, the bride and groom texted Candace and 
thanked her again. Candace’s operations manager, Vonnie 
Mayer, said, “Candice is an extraordinary person. She had 
something someone else needed, and she made it happen.” 
Her father, Calvin Luce, said, “She has always been very 
generous, always thinking of other people. It’s not a 
surprise she’d do this, or believe that God put all the pieces 



together.” Candace said, “If I hadn’t taken that call, I 
wouldn’t have heard about it. If she wasn’t my size, it 
wouldn’t have worked. If my husband had gone camping 
instead of staying home, I couldn’t have gotten to the dress. 
God does awesome things, and this woman, whose 
wedding day might have been ruined, had her special day, 
after all.” (228) 

“Would You Like to Take a Better Picture?” 

Sometimes, small good deeds are important good deeds. 
Chrissy Kelly’s son Greyson, age four, has autism. Like 
many children with autism, he is fascinated with vehicles, 
and a highlight of his week is Wednesday when the Fresno, 
California, garbage truck driven by Frank Diaz, age 53, 
comes to his street. Greyson’s favorite word is “truck,” and 
the first sentence he spoke is “I want truck.” When he sees 
the garbage truck, he is delighted: He flaps his arms, 
squeals with pleasure, and stamps his feet. On 26 June 
2013, Ms. Kelly, who is a professional photographer, 
wanted to get a photo of her son and the garbage truck. Mr. 
Diaz noticed them, stopped the garbage truck, and asked, 
“Would you like to take a better picture?” He then lifted 
Greyson into the cab of the truck, and Ms. Kelly took a 
photograph. Mr. Diaz noticed Ms. Kelly’s response to his 
good deed: “She was just crying, but I thought it must be 
because she had so much joy.” Ms. Kelly wrote an open 
letter to Frank — she knew only his first name — on her 
blog, which chronicles life with Greyson. Her letter began, 
“You have no idea the impact you have on a Wednesday. 
What you don’t know is that your presence has been a 
calming and reassuring force in our week for years now. 
No matter how good or how bad our week was, there you 
were every Wednesday reminding me that we could go on. 
The weeks I couldn’t count on anything, I could count on 
you, Frank, to light up my boy’s face.” Her letter ended, 
“Sometimes I worry, How will the world treat my boys? 



And today was a beautiful reminder that people are good — 
all because of you, Frank. I saw the way your face lit up 
with joy that my son put there and I was so proud and so 
honored and so humbled to be a part of such a magical 
moment. Sometimes I hear phrases like People are so 
stupid, or crazy or mean. To them I say — No they aren’t. 
You haven’t met Frank. — Love, Chrissy.” 

“What’s a Random Act of Kindness You Did But Never 
Bothered to Tell Anyone About It?” 

Lots of people posted responses when Jackksouth asked on 
Reddit, “What’s a random act of kindness you did but 
never bothered to tell anyone about it?”:  

1) The_God_Father wrote, “I had just cashed my check at 
the bank. On the way home I saw a homeless man with a 
sign that said, ‘Go in the direction of your dreams, live the 
life you imagined. I didn’t and look at how I turned out.’ I 
pulled over, and talked with him for over an hour. He was a 
normal guy who was just dealt the wrong hand. It was a 
very stressful time in my life, and he was so nice and 
caring. I gave him my entire paycheck. It wasn’t a lot, I 
was young so it was only about a week’s pay from a low-
paying job. But what did some kid with no bills yet, need 
the money for anyway?”  

2) DrJMoDFA wrote, “Last weekend I was downtown and 
found a guy’s driver’s license on the ground. I found him 
on Facebook and sent him a bunch of messages not to 
worry and that I’d return his license. We ended up running 
into him on the street. The look on his face when I asked, 
‘Are you John Doe?’ was priceless. His eyes went wide and 
[he] asked, ‘How did you know that?’ I pulled the license 
out of my shirt pocket, he said ‘Dude!’, gave me a big hug 
and thanked me. We are currently Facebook friends.”  



3) CunningRunt wrote, “A dear friend of mine’s father 
passed away, and he left her his two guitars. When she was 
a little girl, she used to go to some of his gigs and watch 
him play. Her father was a giant of a man, but a real 
gentleman in every sense of the word (I met him once 
before he passed on. When I shook his hand, my hand 
disappeared into one of the biggest fists I’ve ever seen). 
She was an only child and loved to listen to her dad play 
his guitar. Soon after he passed, my friend got behind on 
her bills a little and was hurting for money. Knowing that I 
played guitar, she asked if I’d like to buy it from her. The 
guitar was a gold-top Gretsch, probably from the 1960s. It 
had been re-finished and customized some, really hurting 
its value in the vintage market. I knew what it was worth 
and I made her a fair offer (maybe even a little bit more 
than it was worth) and she accepted. She said she hated 
parting with that guitar because it reminded her of happy 
times with her dad, but was glad she was selling it to me 
because at least she knew I’d properly take care of it. About 
a year later at Christmas time, I called her and said I’d be 
back in town and would love to hang out with her for a bit 
because we live in different states and don’t see each other 
very often. I went to her door. When she opened it, I was 
standing there with a guitar case with a red bow on it. She 
looked at me and said, ‘What’s that?’ I said, ‘It’s my 
Christmas gift to you.’ She knew EXACTLY what was in 
that case. I don’t think I’ve ever seen anyone break down 
and cry HARD like that, nearly uncontrollably. When she 
finally composed herself, I told her I wasn’t giving it to her, 
[but I] was assigning her exclusive permanent guardianship 
of it, and I still reserved the right to play it whenever I 
wanted (wink, wink). She laughed, brought it inside, and 
we went out to lunch. I’ve never told anyone that story 
before. Not sure why.” (230) 



“One R.A.C. a Day Helps Keep Self-Centeredness 
Away” 

According to Canadian RideVictoria, “One R.A.C. a day 
helps keep self-centeredness away.” (An R.A.C. is a 
Random Act of Coolness, although some people may think 
that it is a typical Random Act of Canadians.) On 
YouTube, he posted a short video of one of his own 
R.A.C.s. While riding his motorcycle, he saw an elderly 
woman whose mobility scooter had gotten stuck. Two of its 
wheels had gone off the cement sidewalk and onto soft 
earth. She was unable to reverse the scooter and get its 
wheels back onto the sidewalk. RideVictoria saw her, 
stopped, and pushed the scooter back onto the sidewalk. 
The whole thing took about a minute. By the way, 
DaddyTheTechnition commented on the YouTube video, 
“Reminds me of what I did a few weeks ago as I was 
walking home with my wife from Wal Mart, I took notice 
as we left the doors of an elderly lady going around the 
corner on her lil scooter from the parking lot to the street 
the same way we were gonna be traveling. As we came 
around the corner we walked up on a bag with a 4 litre of 
milk in it, I grabbed it up and ran to catch up with her at the 
intersectionÒ down the street. She was so grateful, as was I 
for being able to help her out. Felt good!” (231) 

“Pay It Forward with All of Your Might” 

In the summer of 2013, the credit card of Redditor 
brbmycatexploded was declined at the Tampa, Florida, 
airport when he tried to pay for a bag. brbmycatexploded 
stepped out of line to check his credit card’s balance, and 
when brbmycatexploded returned, brbmycatexploded found 
a receipt and this note: “Hey, I heard them say your card 
was declined. I know how it feels. Your bag fee’s on me. 
Just pay it forward the next time you get a chance. Have a 
safe flight.” By the way, Redditor DAVIDEEE333 asked 



brbmycatexploded, “You wouldn’t happen to have a nice 
rack, would you?” brbmycatexploded responded, “As a 
guy, I think I’m somewhere between an A cup and 
whatever is below that.” DAVIDEEE333 then asked, “So is 
that a yes or a no?” Redditor poundt0wn commented, “I’ll 
never forget when I was on vacation in Dallas-Fort Worth 
with my family (attending a wedding). A man walked up to 
my dad with a flower that he had picked from in front of 
the hotel and said, ‘Would you like to buy this flower for 
your lovely wife? The money will go toward buying my 
family food for the night’. My dad reached into his pocket, 
pulled out a $100 and said, ‘take it and keep the flower for 
your wife.’ The guy was so incredibly grateful but the 
minute he walked away my Mom went off because she was 
convinced the guy was just going to go off and buy drugs 
or booze or come back and rob us since he knew we had 
money. !5 minutes later we see the same guy walking on 
the sidewalk again, this time he had at least 10 bags of 
groceries hanging from his arms, one of which contained 
diapers and he had a chicken wing hanging from his mouth. 
My dad still gloats about how wrong my mom was that 
night.” Of course, scams exist, but often the money meets a 
real need, and often people want to take the risk of being 
scammed because of the possibility that they are really 
helping someone. For example, Redditor ohboy_r wrote 
this in reply to DAVIDEEE333’s comment, “The thing is, 
she so easily could have been right, and your dad would 
feel that little bit more jaded. Next time, he might not help, 
especially if your mom never lets him live it down. I once 
left my friend’s apartment at 2am in the morning (20 min 
walk back to my place). Streets were deserted and it wasn’t 
a great part of town. This girl walks up to me distraught 
and asking me if I could spare some gas money. She looked 
to be in her early twenties and was dressed like she just left 
a party. Now, this was a somewhat common scam at that 
time, getting a girl to go around asking strangers for gas 



money … but I gave her 20 bucks anyway. Pretty sure she 
was scamming me, but as I was explaining to my sister the 
next day (when she heard, she wouldn’t stop telling me 
how stupid I was), it could easily have been her, and I 
hoped someone would give her the twenty bucks to get 
home. Sure there are parasites everywhere … but do we 
really want to be jaded to the point where we just flat out 
refuse to help others on the chance that you may be feeding 
the parasite?” ThatSpuds commented, “Best way to pay it 
forward is in a convenience store. I don’t know why … but 
I find that there is almost always someone who needs an 
extra buck or two when I’m in there and they can’t get 
something they need. A few months ago before I moved, 
there was a guy in the store that I went to a couple of times 
a day and he was at the register and he had diapers, milk, 
formula, a couple of cans of spaghetti and some toilet 
paper. And he was coming up short. It was 3am so for 
certain this is the only place where he can pick up what he 
needs in the middle of a tiny town in Iowa. And the cashier 
was explaining to him that his card was declined except for 
a small balance (I can’t remember what the balance was) so 
here’s this guy and he’s looking at all of this stuff that he 
obviously needs to take care of his family … and you can 
tell he’s thinking ‘Alright … formula and toilet paper … no 
… diapers and formula …’ and he’s sliding things around 
on the counter trying to come up with the closest total. And 
I’m sad. I’m sad and I’m angry that anyone has to be in this 
position in the United States. So I walk up to the counter 
and give the guy $20. I don’t say a word, and I don’t expect 
anything in return, not even a thank you. But the guy turns 
around. Gets on his knees and wraps his arms around me 
and tells me that I have just made a profound difference. I 
feel better … but I’m still mad that a mere $20 is going to 
make a profound difference for a F[**]KING FAMILY of 
people. So pay it forward with all of your might because 
someone out there is depending on you.” (232) 



Burlington, North Carolina, has Good People 

Roy Harris of Burlington, North Carolina, knows that 
Burlington people are the best. In a letter to the editor of 
the Times-News, he wrote, “As I left our Burlington Rotary 
meeting Monday night [22 July 2013], somehow my check 
for my dues was dropped on the sidewalk in front of the 
Company Shops Market. By the time I got home, I had 
received a recorded phone call from ‘Becky.’ She told me 
that she had found my check and had left it with the 
manager at the co-op. Thank you, Becky, you have 
reinforced my view that Burlington people are the best. I’m 
sorry that I can’t express my thanks directly, but please 
know that your good deed has certainly been appreciated.” 
(233) 

“You Guys are AWESOME. (Hope You Like Vanilla)” 

In July 2013, a couple of New Jersey teens heard an 
employee at Wendy’s being bullied by a customer. They 
stood up for her, and the employee rewarded them with free 
chicken nuggets and free Frosties. Kailee Whiting, age 19, 
wrote on Reddit, “Stood up for an innocent employee at 
Wendy’s who was being bullied by a customer. She gave 
us free frosties and chicken nuggets.” She also posted on 
Imgur a photo of the two Frosties sitting on a tray on a 
piece of paper that read, “You guys are AWESOME. (Hope 
you like vanilla.)” Ms. Whiting’s Reddit name is 
Butchplease. Her girlfriend, 18-year-old Katie Light, said, 
“I thought it was really sweet of the cashier. It was nice to 
know that she was happy that we stood up for her. Karma 
gave us something back.” Butchplease commented on 
Reddit, “A woman in front of my girlfriend and I started 
yelling at the innocent eighteen-year-old girl who was 
having an issue with her cash register. The girl stood there 
as the woman complained and complained about the lack of 
service and how awful the girl was at her job. I butted in 



telling her that, ‘she’s just doing her job and if you took the 
stick out of your [*]ss and spent one day in either a food 
service job or retail you would understand the difficulties,’ 
she proceeded to shove her hand in my face and yell, 
‘SHUT UP. YOU SHUT UP NOW.’ I did quiet down after 
laughing at her and her immaturity and the girl behind the 
counter ended up giving me a free pack of chicken nuggets. 
After about twenty minutes of [us] eating, the cashier came 
out with the tray and frosties. Wendy’s is now my favorite 
fast food place.” She also commented, “I work in retail and 
as a hostess/cashier at a diner and while it’s not the same as 
fast food we get a lot of jerks too. This girl looked on the 
verge of tears so I had to say something. I’ve been in the 
situation where a woman has had me crying on f[**]king 
CHRISTMAS EVE ’cause I couldn’t get her the right pair 
of jeans. And while it is the manager’s responsibility, he 
was nowhere to be seen. The young girl was floundering 
and I knew that feeling and I had to say something. I don’t 
regret my decision at all ’cause I know I made her day. As 
my girlfriend and I were leaving, a crew member was 
outside on their break and she even thanked us, told us that 
we were awesome, and wished that there were more people 
like us who came around.” By the way, the customer told 
on the employee for giving away free food, but the 
manager did not mind. Also by the way, wheezinthejuice 
commented, “I did this recently at Maccas [Australian for 
McDonald’s]. There was a short, fat George Costanza 
looking mother[**]cker REAMING out some poor 16-
year-old girl over not being able to design his own value 
meal, or some sh[*]t. All I said was, ‘Do you want to ease 
up a bit there, mate?’ He turned around to have a go at me, 
saw a tall bearded man with 40 hours of tattoos on his arms 
and instantly piped down. Got a free lunch out of it!” (234) 

Good People Live in Green Valley and Sahuarita, 
Arizona 



Good people are in Green Valley and Sahuarita, Arizona. 
On 22 December 2012, the Green Valley News and Sun 
(Green Valley, Arizona) published this letter to the editor 
by Barbara Blake of Green Valley: “Today, as I reached 
into my handbag to get money for the Christmas bucket 
outside Wal-Mart I apparently dropped the purse and then 
the announcement came on to have me report to the Service 
Desk. I did not even know I [had] lost the purse but 
someone turned it in with all of its contents intact. I am so 
glad I had done my good deed for the day as it came back 
to me. Thank you someone out there for their good deed. 
There are good people here in Green Valley and Sahuarita.” 
(235) 

“Reddit, What’s Something You Did that You Want to 
Brag About But Never had the Chance to Without 
Sounding Pretentious?” 

In July 2013, Redditor Rush16 asked, “Reddit, what’s 
something you did that you want to brag about but never 
had the chance to without sounding pretentious?” Here are 
some impressive replies:  

1) mvsuit wrote, “I hired a guy knowing his wife was dying 
of cancer within a few months and when that would happen 
he would need to be out for a while. He has two kids. When 
his wife died, he wanted to take a month off and I said no 
problem. He didn’t have much vacation time earned by 
then. I asked HR if I could transfer some of my vacation 
time to his account so he could take the whole month off 
with pay and they said yes. I don’t think he knows how I 
pulled it off; I just told him not to worry about it so he 
could focus on taking care of his family.”  

2) Solsometimes wrote, “I was on holiday in Banjul, 
Gambia, and at the hotel there was this one barman who 
served well enough but didn’t do the whole simpering ‘Yes 
Sir, No Mam’ thing that makes me cringe and at the odd 



times seemed quite surly which I liked in a way. Late one 
night at the bar (just the two of us there), I asked him what 
the deal was, what his aspirations were, etc. Anyway, turns 
out he has grad top of his class, aced the math prize etc. but 
due to his family having no connections he couldn’t get a 
job he wanted with the Civil Service (as he wanted), 
without a further qualification which he couldn’t afford 
(£40 a month is what he earned). Anyway that got me 
thinking and when I got home I got in touch with CIMA 
and asked about approved colleges/programs in Gambia. So 
over the next 4 years I paid his tuition, books and exam 
fees and he is now fully qualified and supporting an 
extended family of over 10. Never gave the guy a cent in 
cash but paid it all to either CIMA or College and is 
probably the best thing I’ve done for a stranger in my life.”  

3) HatesSquatsLovesOats wrote, “I carry water bottles and 
granola bars in my car to hand out to homeless people I see. 
Whenever people ask, I’m always embarrassed to bring it 
up. Makes me feel like a tool talking about it.”  

4) nalenthi wrote, “I’m 15, I don’t have a lot of money, I 
don’t get an allowance because my family can’t afford it. 
Any spending money I get is 4-5 pounds a week from 
drawing commissions. I saved it up for two months and 
bought my mother a new blender to replace the one that 
broke, because I knew she was having a lot of trouble in the 
kitchen because of it. It wasn’t much but it was money I 
earned myself and I’m very proud of it.”  

5) Jellowizard wrote, “I protected a young girl from getting 
jumped or whatever at a bus stop. The guy had a head on 
me and probably about 50 kgs, was drunk, possibly 
drugged up and had just been released from an overnight 
lock up. He was being really dodgey and kept trying to chat 
her up, and when his advances failed became violent. He 
threw a drunken punch at me and I beat the sh[*]t out of 



him and got him thrown in prison because apparently he 
had jumped 2 other people the same day. But I can’t really 
bring it up because I think it just sounds like ‘I fought this 
guy, and smashed his face LOL.’” (236) 

Good People Live in the Durham Region, Ontario, 
Canada 

Here is some evidence that good people live in the Durham 
Region of Ontario, Canada:  

1) On 22 February 2007, Durhamregion.com (Ontario, 
Canada) published this letter to the editor by Corrie 
Hortensius of Whitby: “So often in life we are presented 
with the ills of society, so when good deeds happen they go 
unnoticed and under appreciated. Last Sunday, Feb. 18 
[2007], was a beautiful, sunny, but cold day. As I drove 
along Goodwood Road (west of Durham 23), Uxbridge, I 
noticed snow accumulating in spots. My thoughts turned to 
the possibility that black ice may be forming and at that 
very moment my van spun into a deep snow bank. I was 
not alone long. I am writing this to thank the kind people 
who offered to help me, especially the two gentlemen who 
actually dug and pulled my red van out of the snow. We 
parted so quickly once the job was done, that I didn’t really 
get the chance to express enough the gratitude I feel. Thank 
you both so very much. And with this, I also wish to 
acknowledge all the Good Samaritans of this world. 
There’s still lots of kindness in our society.”  

2) On 9 March 2010, Durhamregion.com (Ontario, Canada) 
published this letter to the editor by Marjorie Giroux of 
Oshawa, “I am sending this letter to let you know how 
surprised I was today. I had gone to the Loblaw’s Super 
Store on Stevenson and Gibb after work. I left to come 
home and within 15 minutes there was someone at my door 
with my entire wallet containing $180 as well as all my 
credit cards and identification. The young man was around 



25 but I did not get his name. I would like to send this 
message out that there are lots of honest young people, and 
to thank him once again.”  

3) On 12 May 2012, Durhamregion.com (Ontario, Canada) 
published this letter to the editor by Anne Vesters of 
Oshawa, “I was at a soccer game with my family last week 
at the Civic soccer field where my grandson was playing 
between 8 and 9 p.m. When it was over I completely forgot 
my purse. I got to the car and realized this and was 
devastated, to say the least. I ran back to the benches; no 
purse. I went to the office in tears and lo and behold there 
was my purse sitting on the counter. I asked the woman at 
the office if someone left a name so I could thank them but 
she said no. So, whoever you are, I want to thank you from 
the bottom of my heart. It is heartwarming to know that 
there are still Good Samaritans out there and I was very 
lucky to have you for mine.” (237) 

“We All have Embarrassing Moments that Haunt Us 
Years Later as We’re Trying to Fall Asleep — What’s 
Yours?” 

In September 2013, Redditor lemonylips asked on the 
subReddit AskWomen, We all have embarrassing moments 
that haunt us years later as we’re trying to fall asleep — 
what’s yours?” Redditor There-Wolf responded with a 
story about a friend who went with her to a Six Flags 
amusement park to celebrate There-Wolf’s fourteenth 
birthday. The friend was on her period, and she was 
wearing a feminine-hygiene pad. They went on the log 
flume ride, which soaked them. A few minutes after they 
got off the ride, a good-hearted woman told There-Wolf’s 
friend that she had a pink stain on the back of her pants, 
and the stain was spreading down her legs. The friend was 
so embarrassed that she started crying, and lemonylips did 
the very good deed of giving her friend a hoodie to tie 



around her waist to hide the stain. lemonylips wrote, “We 
found my mom, and she went into one of the souvenir 
shops and bought her a pair of Bugs Bunny gym shorts to 
wear. I still feel bad for her. It must have been mortifying.” 
Redditor amberbramber wrote about an embarrassing 
moment that does not involve a good deed, but is funny. 
When she was about 10 years old, she wanted to drink a 
pina colada while in a restaurant with her parents. Her 
mother gave her permission to order one, but pointed out 
that of course it would have to be a virgin pina colada — 
that is, a pina colada made without alcohol. amberbramber 
was terrified of saying the word “virgin” to a strange man, 
so she messed up when ordering her virgin pina colada. (Of 
course, as a 10-year-old, she really did not need to specify 
that the pina colada be virgin.) The waiter — a really cute 
guy— came over to take her order, and she remembers, 
“My brain is going “virgin pina colada, virgin pina colada, 
say a virgin pina colada.’” But she was so nervous that she 
asked, “Do you do virgins?” Her mother laughed, the 
waiter was speechless, and her father tried hard to suppress 
his laughter. amberbramber wrote, “I lost my appetite and 
did not enjoy my pina colada at all.” (238) 

Major Karma Points for the Michigan Regional Council 
of Carpenters (MRCC) and Millwrights Local 1004 and 
Others 

In July 2013 in Lansing, Michigan, several carpenters from 
the Michigan Regional Council of Carpenters (MRCC) and 
Millwrights Local 1004 got some major karma points by 
building a ramp/patio for the home of a 91-year-old retiree 
and his wife, who uses a wheelchair. The carpenters 
donated their labor, the United Auto Workers bought the 
materials, and local businesses such as Home Depot 
discounted the cost of the necessary materials. Kevin 
Klingler, Director of the MRCC, said, “It’s great to be able 
to help someone out, and by this afternoon, his wife is 



gonna be able to come out and sit on the deck. We made it 
big enough — not just a ramp — but a nice little patio in a 
shaded area so she can get out and still have some quality 
of life and sit out in her chair. So, that makes you feel 
good.” (239) 

“Have You Ever Met a Stranger, Who You Never Saw 
Again, that You Still Think About on Occasion?” 

On 24 July 2013, Redditor cjanini90 asked, “Have you ever 
met a stranger, who you never saw again, that you still 
think about on occasion?” Here are some replies:  

1) herr_hans_wormhat wrote, “When I was 17, my dog got 
out and was hit by a car. A man (not the driver) found him 
in the street and called my house. I was home alone and ran 
outside where he died in my arms. The guy who found him 
was driving an HVAC [Heating, Ventilation, & Air 
Conditioning?] truck and clearly had no experience with 
consoling teenage girls, but he stayed with me and for an 
hour on the side of the road while I called my parents, cried 
hysterically with snot and tears streaming down my face, 
yelled at rubberneckers and was basically inconsolable. He 
would give me awkward pats on the back to help calm me 
down until my mom came. Months later, I was working at 
the grocery store and he came through my line. I 
recognized him right away, but wasn’t sure if he recognized 
me. Before he left, he made eye contact and gave me a 
knowing nod and half smile of acknowledgment. He’s my 
favorite stranger.”  

2) PastelCube wrote, “I was walking to the bus stop in 
middle school and a woman walked by with her dog. The 
dog jumped at me and the woman pulled him back and said 
‘Yes, she’s pretty isn’t she?’ It was a small thing, but after 
being relentlessly bullied at school for being ugly/‘looking 
like a boy’ it meant the world to me. 9 years later and I still 
remember :)” PastelCube added a little later, “Just a small 



note on if she was talking about the dog. It’s entirely 
possible! She kept walking, so if she was the memory is 
now funny to me because it’s like ‘Yes my dog is 
gorgeous’ struts away. And either way, I had an easier time 
dealing with things at school that day so I’m counting it as 
a good memory haha.” By the way, Dulcinea responded, “I 
had something similar happen. I was a scrawny loner with a 
terrible overbite and no clue how to dress when I was a kid. 
I didn’t figure out clothes or makeup until grade 11. When I 
about 20 I was going into a convenience store and a boy, 
who was maybe 13, stopped in his tracks and said to me 
‘Wow! You’re REALLY pretty!’ I can’t remember how I 
reacted, I probably just blushed, but I still think of him 
from time to time and how he made me feel.”  

3) nator630 wrote, “When I was in my early 20’s I had on 2 
separate occasions older gentlemen (40+) come up to me 
and tell me I was the most beautiful girl in the room. They 
had no ulterior motives as they would say that and walk 
away never to be seen again. As someone who is never the 
most beautiful girl in the room and had suffered through a 
lot of teasing about my looks when I was younger, it really 
made me feel good about myself. I still think of it time to 
time.” (240) 

Spare Change 

Homeless people often ask people for spare change. 
Prankster-with-a-heart Roman Atwood decided to make 
their dreams come true. He prepared himself ahead of time 
— obviously — and when a homeless person asked him for 
change, he gave that person change from his pockets, 
change from out of his shoe, bills from under his hat, 
change from his kangaroo pouch, and change from other, 
not obvious places, including a cup and a boom box. He 
even offered the homeless person a sandwich — but the 
sandwich had miraculously turned to change! Roman was 



friendly, and the homeless people were very appreciative 
— one said, “You saved my life, bro!” 

LEGO is Generous to Luka 

Seven-year-old Luka Apps knew exactly how he wanted to 
spend his Christmas money — he wanted to buy the LEGO 
Ninjago Ultra Sonic Raider set. Unfortunately, after 
making the purchase, young Luka made an unwise decision 
— he took one of his new toy figurines — Jay ZX — on a 
shopping trip. Why was this unwise? Because it fell out of 
his pocket and he lost it. Luka then decided to write LEGO 
confessing his mistake and asking for a replacement out of 
the kindness of LEGO’s heart. This is his letter: 

Hello. 

My name is Luka Apps and I am seven years old. 

With all my money I got for Christmas I bought the Ninjago 
kit of the Ultrasonic Raider. The number is 9449. It is 
really good. 

My Daddy just took me to Sainsburys and told me to leave 
the people at home but I took them and I lost Jay ZX at the 
shop as it fell out of my coat. 

I am really upset I have lost him. Daddy said to send you a 
email to see if you will send me another one. 

I promise I won’t take him to the shop again if you can. 

– Luka 

Luka quickly received a reply from a LEGO customer 
service representative named Richard, who wrote that he 
had spoken to Sensei Wu, a master from the Ninjago line: 

Luka, I told Sensei Wu that losing your Jay minifigure was 
purely an accident and that you would never ever ever let it 
happen ever again. 



He told me to tell you, “Luka, your father seems like a very 
wise man. You must always protect your Ninjago 
minifigures like the dragons protect the Weapons of 
Spinjitzu!” 

Sensei Wu also told me it was okay if I sent you a new Jay 
and told me it would be okay if I included something extra 
for you because anyone that saves their Christmas money 
to buy the Ultrasonic Raider must be a really big Ninjago 
fan. 

So, I hope you enjoy your Jay minifigure with all his 
weapons. You will actually have the only Jay minifigure 
that combines 3 different Jays into one! I am also going to 
send you a bad guy for him to fight! 

Just remember, what Sensei Wu said: keep your minifigures 
protected like the Weapons of Spinjitzu! And of course, 
always listen to your dad. 

Luka replied, 

Hello Richard. 

Thank you for talking to Sensei Wu for me. 

I promise I will look after them. 

– LUKA 

Luka’s father, Simon Apps of Highworth, Wiltshire, 
England, United Kingdom, was impressed by LEGO’s 
generosity. He wrote this on Twitter: 

We were all really impressed with the reply from Richard 
at @lego_group. He definitely deserves a pat on the back. 
(242) 

“What’s the Most Uplifting, Warm, Beautiful Thing 
You Can Say to Someone?”  



In July 2013, Redditor critical_mess asked this question: 
“What’s the most uplifting, warm, beautiful thing you can 
say to someone?” As always, Redditors gave some 
outstanding answers:  

1) Vuh1337 wrote, “A professor once told me, ‘You are the 
type of guy every father hopes his daughter meets.’ As a 
man, there is no greater compliment.”  

2) RebeccaCoolKid wrote, “A lot of the kind things you do 
go unnoticed. Typing it out here, it sounds kind of negative, 
actually. A teacher said this to me years ago and I still 
remember how good it made me feel.” By the way, 
mecha_pope responded, “When I worked retail, there was a 
lady at corporate who had to take care of the angry 
customers who would call or email and complain. When 
she eventually got a promotion, I wrote her an email 
thanking her for dealing with angry and unpleasant 
customers on the behalf of the stores. Even though it was 
her job, it wasn’t easy, and I thought she was under-
appreciated. Noticing nice actions that [usually go] 
unnoticed is not negative. Cheers to you.”  

3) solar_twinkle wrote, “I once held open a door for a 
stranger and instead of telling me he appreciated it, he said 
‘I appreciate you.’ Somehow that simple switch made a 
difference and I couldn’t stop smiling. I now try to say it to 
others as often as I can.”  

4) duggatron wrote, “You’re incredibly beautiful, and that’s 
the least interesting thing about you.” By the way, 
meanttolive responded, “This is everything I’ve ever 
wanted to be told, wrapped up in a sentence.” (243) 

“I was Eating Chicken Wings and Watching Money 
Fall from the Clouds” 

On 17 August 2013, $10,000 in the form of $5, $10, $20, 
and $50 bills rained from a helicopter in the sky over Irish 



Eyes Pub and Restaurant and Angler’s Marina in Lewes, 
Delaware. Irish Eyes server Tina Chaippini heard the 
helicopter — “And then I saw people running.” The people 
returned with fistfuls of money. Server Billy Anderson 
said, “I’m hearing, ‘Crash, crash.’ What they’re saying is, 
‘Cash, cash.’” He added, “A helicopter swooped down and 
literally threw cash.” Irish Eyes bar-back Anthony 
Guzzetti, who gathered about $100, said, “I was like, ‘Is 
this happening?’ It was so weird.” Irish Eyes Manager Kara 
Miele, who gathered $170, said about the helicopter, “It 
was just getting lower and lower and circling and circling, 
and then it started dropping money.” Del Walsh, son 
of Angler’s Marina owner James B. Walsh, identified the 
man behind the good deed: Leonard Maull. Mr. Maull, who 
died about a year ago, lived in Lewes and operated 
Henlopen Bait and Tackle. Mr. Maull’s trustee, Rehoboth 
Beach certified public accountant Bill Berry, confirmed 
that Mr. Maull was the man behind the good deed. Mr. 
Maull wanted the money to be dropped on a Saturday 
during the summer. Mr. Berry said, “It was his money, and 
I figured he could do what he wanted to do with it.” Irish 
Eyes bartender Jon Siddons said, “The craziest thing I ever 
saw. Money was floating everywhere.” He added, “A 
couple little kids got a couple hundred dollars.” Mark 
Tappan, a food-runner, said, “I was eating chicken wings 
and watching money fall from the clouds.” (244) 

“Reddit, What Is Your Happiest Memory?” 

Redditor darlingnaget asked, “Reddit, what is your happiest 
memory?” As always, Redditors came up with good 
answers:  

1) The_Alaskan_Assassin wrote, “When I was three, mom 
took me to the mall. That never happened. First place we 
stopped was an ice cream stand, and we went around the 
mall pointing out all the Christmas decorations and 



costumed people. There was a gigantic (to me) pony 
carousel in the parking lot and I got a ride on one and me 
and mom got my picture taken. I know I should feel bad, 
but that day is equal to my children’s births.”  

2) yokayla wrote, “Christmas Eve when I was a child, I 
must have been four or five. Pretty young. I remember 
lying in a sleeping bag on the floor between my older 
cousins and older brother. It was late at night, we were all 
sleeping in the same room together, and we were plotting 
out an elaborate plan to ‘catch Santa and take his presents’. 
My eldest cousin had a notebook out and was taking notes 
and drawing out our ideas — all of us making suggestions 
and choosing our position. I was the youngest so I loved 
being included, and the plan and everything was so 
exciting. I was positively giddy with excitement, it was 
hours and hours past my bedtime and I was still too wound 
up for rest. My favourite part of this, is that unlike so many 
memories the older I got — the better it actually became. 
The ‘planning’ and everything was all staged for my 
benefit, because I was the youngest and the only one who 
still believed in Santa and they wanted me to keep 
believing.”  

3) garmachi wrote, “Looking in the envelope my dad left 
me with instructions to not open until after the funeral. As a 
child and all through my adulthood I have had difficulty 
expressing my emotions. My grandmother was the first 
person to start calling me ‘Spock’ as a joke, but it actually 
stuck and became a running bit for most of my life. Star 
Trek was always popular in my family, and I have many 
fond memories of watching TOS [Star Trek: The Original 
Series] and TNG [Star Trek: The Next Generation] with my 
mom and dad in the living room, while eating our dinners 
from TV trays. A few years ago he fought the battle against 
cancer and lost. I gave the eulogy at the funeral, and in the 
parking lot afterwards my mom handed me an envelope 



and told me that he had given it to her near the end, and 
that I wasn’t to open it until the end of that day. Inside was 
a complete set of Tops collectible trading cards depicting 
the entire crew of the USS Enterprise. On the Spock card 
was a post it note, and written in a shaky hand was, 
‘Always remember that Spock was half human. I love you.’ 
I cried, but not because I was sad.” (245) 

“I Know that All Five of Them are Joined in Heaven 
Hand-in-Hand and are Skipping and Laughing and 
Being Smiley” 

On 15 September 2013 the boyfriend and five children of 
Anna Angel died in a fire in their trailer in Tiffin, Ohio, 
while Ms. Angel was working at her job in Burger King. 
On 19 September 2013, a funeral was held in Tiffin, Ohio, 
for Ms. Angel’s four daughters. Later that day, a funeral 
was held for her son — Domonic Fresch, age one — and 
his father, her boyfriend, in Sandusky, Ohio. Pastor Mark 
Boedeker of First Lutheran Church officiated at the first 
funeral, which was held for Tiara Angel, age six; Stormie 
Huey, age five; Trinitie Huey, age four; and Sunshine 
Huey, age three. Pastor Boedeker said, “Even though each 
of their candles have been extinguished, their light still 
shines, their flame still burns. I know that all five of them 
are joined in heaven hand-in-hand and are skipping and 
laughing and being smiley.” A tragedy can be an 
opportunity to be a Good Samaritan. Within two days of 
the fire, a fund to help pay for the funerals had raised 
approximately $16,000. In addition, rappers The Game and 
Drake pledged to donate $10,000 each. The Game 
Instagramed, “I can deal with a lot of things but people 
losing their children is something that kills me every time.” 
Drake posted, “What [The Game] is doing will never be 
forgotten. Honored to be able to help people alongside my 
brother.” In addition to the $20,000 donated by The Game 
and Drake, the producers of Marrying the Game, The 



Game’s TV show, donated an additional $2,500. After the 
fire, Owanna Ortiz, Ms. Angel’s cousin, said, “They were 
always happy and full of sunshine. The older ones looked 
out for the younger ones.” (246) 

Hospital Hostels 

On 10 September 2011, Redditor ImpossiblyBossy posted a 
photo with the caption “While I was near death and 
hospitalized, my fiance slept like this, and never left my 
side.” Her fiancé was sleeping in the bed next to her, 
holding her hand. Here are some other stories from 
Redditors:  

1) Torbear90 commented, “There’s a woman who’s been in 
the ICU [Intensive Care Unit] of my hospital for 24 days 
straight at this point with her husband, brother and 4 kids 
pretty much camped out in the waiting room, alternating 
who gets to hold her hand for the next hour. It’s 
heartbreakingly beautiful that they are so dedicated and the 
staff is doing their best to give them as much comfort and 
access to her as reasonably allowable because her vitals 
show a significant amount of improvement when someone 
holds her hand. You can’t prescribe love and dedication, 
but I’ll be damned if it isn’t a potent drug. Take care, 
friend; you are loved.”  

2) W1ULH commented, “When my son was in NICU 
[Neonatal Intensive Care Unit] after his birth, both me and 
my wife needed sleep, we couldn’t do 50/50, so my brother 
in law agreed to be the third shift. The night security guard 
tried to make him leave. He picked up the guard and carried 
him over to the nurses station who said he could stay. He is 
not a small man. My lil’guy loves his Uncle a hell of a 
lot…”  

3) DerpingLegitly commented, “Wall of text ahead. 
Anyway, back in December, I was unwrapping gifts I had 



received from my parents. We got a phone call during the 
little festivities and basically my grandfather was 
hospitalized. His organs were failing and [he] was very bad 
off. (He had come from the Philippines 3 years ago after 
poor med treatment.) We stopped everything so we could 
go visit my grandfather, who was in NJ. Turns out, every 
one of my lolas (aunts) were there. One came all the way 
from Malaysia and another from the Philippines. Keep in 
mind we had 8 aunts, and some brought their […] children 
with them. Over the course of 2-3 months, we visited my 
Tatay (grandfather) in the hospital. They held his hand 
everyday, massaging him, praying, and crying, while 
playing Filipino folk songs from his Philippine police days. 
We never gave up. All the while, the others stayed in a very 
small waiting room, always eating some Vietnamese food 
from the local joint. Fast forward one month from 
December. The nurses say my grandfather’s organs keep 
shutting down. There is no more. My grandfather was 
basically living on the machines hooked up to him. Fast 
forward another month. This is it. The final hurrah. My 
grandfather is just waiting to pass. And he does, with 
everyone around his bed, kids, aunts, his wife, crying. 
We’re all telling him, ‘It’s okay Tatay, you can leave. We 
love you.’ And on the wee hours of March 19, he passes. 
The monitor flatlines. Me, pressed up against his chest, I 
can feel his heartbeat taper off. It’s done. I just had to get 
this off my chest.” (247) 

“Make up is my Wig” 

On 16 July 2013, Talia Joy Castellano of Orlando, Florida, 
died at age 13 of neuroblastoma and preleukemia. She 
responded to being diagnosed with stage-four 
neuroblastoma at age seven with wit and intelligence and a 
love of make up — and with the aesthetic sense to use 
make up with the sensibility of an artist. On YouTube she 
posted tutorials on how to use make up. Because of 



chemotherapy, she lost her hair, but she responded by 
having “Make up is my Wig” written on her head. The 
following message appeared on 16 July 2013 on her 
Facebook page: “# prayfortalia It is with a heavy heart that 
we share with all of you that Talia has earned her wings at 
11:22am. Please lift her beautiful soul, her beautiful light to 
heaven and please send your love and prayers to her family 
during this most difficult time. God speed, little one, may 
you be free from pain and suffering, may your soul feel the 
light and love that you brought to so many of us on this 
Earth during the short time you were her with us. We will 
miss you more than you will ever know, baby girl.” In 
September 2012, Talia appeared on Ellen Degeneres’ 
daytime talk show and learned that she had been chosen to 
be an honorary CoverGirl. (248) 

Wheelchairs are Not Needed in Heaven 

A monument in the Salt Lake City Cemetery in Utah shows 
a boy leaping up out of his wheelchair toward Heaven. The 
monument depicts Matthew Stanford Robison, who was 
born with severe disabilities on 23 September 1988 and 
who died on 21 February 1999. His parents were Johanna 
(Anneke) Dame Robison and Ernest Parker Robison. His 
obituary stated,  

“‘And then it shall come to pass, that the spirits of those 
who are righteous are received into a state of happiness, 
which is called paradise, a state of rest, a state of peace, 
where they shall rest from all their troubles and from all 
care, and sorrow.’ Peacefully in his sleep on Sunday, 
February 21, 1999, our cherished son, brother and friend, 
Matthew Stanford Robison was received into a state of 
happiness, and began his rest from troubles, care, and 
sorrow in the arms of his Savior and friend Jesus Christ. 

“Matthew was a joy and inspiration to all who were 
privileged to know him. He was a testament to the supreme 



divinity of the soul and an embodiment of the completeness 
our spirits yearn for. The godliness of his soul inspired, 
influenced and blessed all who knew him. He came into 
this world as a miracle and left this world as a miracle. 

Born with severe earthly disabilities on September 23, 1988 
in Salt Lake City to Johanna (Anneke) Dame Robison and 
Ernest Parker Robison. At birth, Matthew’s life expectancy 
was anticipated to be only hours long. However, fortitude, 
strength, and endurance, combined with the power of God 
allowed Matthew to live ten and one-half years enveloped 
in the love of his family and friends. His family was 
privileged to spend time with him here upon earth, to learn 
from his courage and marvel at his constant joy and 
happiness in the face of struggle. His family will be 
eternally changed by his presence and temporally changed 
by his passing. His presence inspired all those who knew 
him. He opened their hearts as well as their eyes. 

“He is survived by his parents: Ernest and Anneke; sisters 
and brothers, Korrin, Marc, Jared, and Emily of Murray, 
Utah, and Elizabeth (Czech Prague Mission). Also, 
grandparents and other family members. A heartfelt thanks 
to his special care givers, especially Shauna Langford, and 
others at Liberty Elementary School.” 

The quotation “And then it shall come to pass, that the 
spirits of those who are righteous are received into a state 
of happiness, which is called paradise, a state of rest, a state 
of peace, where they shall rest from all their troubles and 
from all care, and sorrow” is from verse 12 of chapter 40 of 
the Book of Alma in the Book of Mormon. (249) 

“He would Love It. He would Absolutely have Loved It. 
Because He Thought Nobody would be Here. He was So 
Afraid of That” 



When Buddy Dumeyer retired as a police captain, he got a 
job with the Jefferson County (Kentucky) coroner’s office. 
In a July 2013 interview with CBS News, Mr. Dumeyer 
said that he felt called to bury the county’s destitute and 
homeless. All too often, they are buried without ceremony 
and without the presence of friends and family. He said, 
“There had to be a better way. When you and I come into 
this world, we have a mom and dad, loving arms around us, 
people taking care of us. When we leave this world, when 
we give people back, we don’t want to give them back 
alone.” He recruits volunteers from local high schools in 
Louisville, the county seat of Jefferson County, to carry the 
casket and to mourn the deceased. Mr. Dumeyer holds a 
service for the deceased, and he shares what he knows 
about the deceased person. Jackie Arnold, a student at 
Xavier High School, said, “It’s just so humbling. It makes 
you appreciate what you have and the family that you’re 
blessed with.” Student Patrick Mohr said, “Every human 
life is worth the same. No one person should be left behind, 
I guess.” Sometimes, a friend or relative attends the service. 
In 2012, Lily Dalton met Art Adams and became a friend. 
When he died in 2013, she attended his service. She said, 
“He would love it. He would absolutely have loved it. 
Because he thought nobody would be here. He was so 
afraid of that.” (250) 
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It was a dark and stormy night. Suddenly a cry rang out, 
and on a hot summer night in 1954, Josephine, wife of Carl 
Bruce, gave birth to a boy — me. Unfortunately, this young 
married couple allowed Reuben Saturday, Josephine’s 
brother, to name their first-born. Reuben, aka “The Joker,” 
decided that Bruce was a nice name, so he decided to name 
me Bruce Bruce. I have gone by my middle name — David 
— ever since. 

Being named Bruce David Bruce hasn’t been all bad. Bank 
tellers remember me very quickly, so I don’t often have to 
show an ID. It can be fun in charades, also. When I was a 
counselor as a teenager at Camp Echoing Hills in Warsaw, 
Ohio, a fellow counselor gave the signs for “sounds like” 
and “two words,” then she pointed to a bruise on her leg 
twice. Bruise Bruise? Oh yeah, Bruce Bruce is the answer! 

Uncle Reuben, by the way, gave me a haircut when I was in 
kindergarten. He cut my hair short and shaved a small bald 
spot on the back of my head. My mother wouldn’t let me 
go to school until the bald spot grew out again. 

Of all my brothers and sisters (six in all), I am the only 
transplant to Athens, Ohio. I was born in Newark, Ohio, 
and have lived all around Southeastern Ohio. However, I 
moved to Athens to go to Ohio University and have never 
left.  



At Ohio U, I never could make up my mind whether to 
major in English or Philosophy, so I got a bachelor’s 
degree with a double major in both areas, then I added a 
master’s degree in English and a master’s degree in 
Philosophy.  

Currently, and for a long time to come, I publish a weekly 
humorous column titled “Wise Up!” for The Athens News. 

AN EXCERPT FROM DANTE’S INFERNO: A 
RETELLING IN PROSE BY DAVID BRUCE 

Ch. 1: The Dark Wood of Error 

Just before Good Friday, April 8, 1300, Dante woke up to 
find himself in a dark wood. How he got there he did not 
know because he had wandered from the correct path little 
by little, not realizing for a long time that he had wandered 
from the straight path and was instead on the path of error. 
But midway in the threescore and ten years allotted to 
human beings in the Bible, the 35-year-old Dante had 
finally awoken to find out that he was not on the path he 
wanted to be on. Instead, he was in a dark wood in a dark 
valley, far from the light he wanted to see. And he felt fear 
rather than the reassurance he wanted to feel. 

But Dante looked up and saw the light shining on the top of 
a hill. Light shows human beings the correct path to take, 
and light calms fears. A swimmer who has escaped 
dangerous waters will take a look at the waters when he is 
safe on shore. So Dante, who felt safer but still had a long 
way to go before he reached the light, looked at the dark 
path and the dark valley while resting before he attempted 
to climb the hill and reach the light. 

The climb was harder than he expected because of Dante’s 
weakness—one foot dragged behind the other. Worse, 
Dante was not alone. Just as he began the climb upward, a 
leopard blocked his path. Everywhere Dante went, the 



leopard went. Dante was unable to climb upward. Just 
when Dante thought that he could get past the leopard, a 
lion appeared and blocked his path. And then still more 
trouble! A she-wolf appeared, and again Dante’s path 
upward was blocked. Dante was unable to climb upward; 
instead, the she-wolf, hungry, walked toward him, forcing 
him down the hill into the dark wood and the dark valley. 

If Dante were to ever climb upward, he needed help. Some 
things cannot be accomplished alone. Some things require 
help in order to be accomplished, and some things require 
divine help in order to be accomplished. 

Just then, Dante saw a figure coming toward him, and he 
cried out, “Whoever you are, have pity on me, whether you 
be a man or a spirit!” 

The figure replied, “I am no longer a living man, although I 
lived in Rome while Caesar Augustus ruled, in a time when 
the wrong gods were worshipped. I was a poet, and as a 
poet I told the story of Aeneas, a refugee who survived the 
burning of Troy. But why aren’t you climbing toward the 
light? This dark wood is no place to be.” 

I know why you can’t climb toward the light, the figure — 
Virgil — thought. You have sinned, and you are in the dark 
wood of error. Your sins are keeping you from climbing 
toward the light. The leopard is a manifestation of the sins 
of incontinence, the lion is a manifestation of the sins of 
violence, and the she-wolf is a manifestation of the sins of 
fraud. Sometimes, sins take on material form. Dante, I am 
aware that you have messed up your life so much that you 
need help to reach the light. Fortunately for you, help is 
here. 

“Are you Virgil, author of the Aeneid? Can you now help 
me, who have spent so much time studying and adoring 
your poetry?” Dante asked. “You, Virgil, taught me to 



write poetry. You, Virgil, taught me the style that has been 
so much admired. A beast has kept me from climbing to the 
light. Save me from the beast!” 

“I can help you to go further toward the light,” Virgil 
replied, “but we must go in another direction. The beast 
that keeps you from climbing the hill and reaching the light 
allows no one to get past her. She always blocks travelers. 
This she has always done and will continue to do until a 
champion arises to slay her. Such a champion will not be 
concerned with money or property, but will concern 
himself with wisdom, love, excellence, and virtue. The 
beast will not survive the encounter with the champion. 

“But follow me. I will be your guide, and I will take you 
most of the way through your journey. First we shall visit a 
place of screams, and then we shall visit a place where 
souls rejoice in what may seem like punishment because 
they know that they shall reach Paradise. I shall take you as 
far as I can, and then a soul worthier than I am shall take 
you the rest of the way to your destination. I cannot take 
you that far because I did not worship the Supreme 
Emperor in the right way. The Supreme Emperor is the 
ruler of everything, and all of his citizens are happy.” 

“Poet,” Dante begged, “in the name of that God whom you 
did not worship rightly, please save me from this dark 
wood. Lead me to the place you mention, and let me see the 
gate that Saint Peter guards.” 

Virgil led the way, and Dante followed him. 
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