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Introduction 
 
This free pdf download describes a composition assignment that I have used successfully during 
my years of teaching at Ohio University. 
 
Other teachers are welcome to download and read this pdf file and decide whether this 
assignment will work in their classes. Of course, other teachers may modify the assignment as 
desired for their classes. 
 
The pdf file is divided into two main sections following this brief introduction.  
 
First is a description of the assignment. Of course, teachers can modify the assignment as they 
wish.  
 
Following that are some examples of research papers. Teachers may print them and use them as 
examples for their students.  
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What Do I Have to Do for the Research Paper? 

Teacher’s Expectations 
 
What are your teacher’s expectations for the Research Paper? 
• You will start writing this paper at least five days before it is due. 
• You will spend at least five hours on this paper. 
• You will revise this paper at least once. 
• You will get feedback on this paper from at least one other person outside of class. 
• You will proofread this paper at least three times. 
• You will run a spelling check on the final draft of this paper. 
• You will use the MLA format (or the format that is used in your major). 
• You will have a Works Cited List format (or Bibliography). 
• You will have between five and fifteen items in the Works Cited list (or Bibliography). 
• You will write a paper that has between 1,250 and 3,000 words. (You may write more than 
3,000 words if you like.) 
• You will write a new paper specifically for this course, not lightly revise a Research Paper you 
have already written. 
• You will (at least briefly) write about your own personal experience in this paper. 
 
Benefits 
 
You will write a Research Paper. I recommend that you choose an argument topic that is relevant 
to your career. 
 
Paper Requirements 
 
You may choose your topic for this Research Paper; however, your topic must meet my 
approval. 
 
Your Research Paper need not be huge. It will be between 1,250 and 3,000 words. Include a 
word count on the final draft of your paper.  
 
You cannot plagiarize what someone else wrote. 
 
You must use some personal experience (at least briefly) in your Research Paper; for example, 
you may decide to write for or against the use of school uniforms in high school. In doing that, 
you may write your personal experience in high school. I don’t want your paper to be a 
graveyard of quotations from the writing of other people. I want you to care about what you 
write. 
 
You must use in your Research Paper information that you have researched. For example, if you 
are writing about school uniforms, you may quote the opinions of students and teachers. 
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You may use the MLA format. You may have a Works Cited list (or Bibliography). You must 
have between five and ten items in the Works Cited list (or Bibliography). (You may use the 
format that is used in your major.) 
 
Whenever a paper is written in the MLA format with in-text citations and a Works Cited list, the 
audience is academic: either your teacher or the readers of a research journal. In this case, your 
reader is your teacher. You need to convince me that you can write a good argument for what 
you believe, that you can bring up and rebut objections to what you are arguing, that you can 
write in an interesting way (writing about your personal experience helps you to do that), that 
you can do research, that you can use an academic format, that you can use in-text citations, and 
that you can write a Works Cited list using the MLA format. (You may use the format that is 
used in your major.) 
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Sources of Facts 
 

CIA: The World Factbook 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ 
 
FBI: Uniform Crime Reports 
www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm 
 
National Center for Education Statistics 
http://nces.ed.gov/ 
 
United Nations Crime and Justice Information Network: Statistics and Research Sources 
http://www.uncjin.org/Statistics/statistics.html 
 
Federal Statistics 
http://www.fedstats.gov/ 
 
The Statistical Abstract of the United States 
This book is available in many libraries. 

 
 

Good Sources of Pros and Cons on Many Topics 
 

BalancedPolitics.org 
...a website dedicated to balanced, non-partisan discussion of important societal issues. 
http://www.balancedpolitics.org/ 
 
CQ Researcher 
Motto: “Great Research on Today’s Topics Starts Right Here” 
CQ = Congressional Quarterly 
http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/ 
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Pros/Cons 
 
You may want to Google “pros cons” and see what kinds of Web sites pop up. This may help 
you find a topic to write about. If you already know your topic, you may want to Google 
“abortion pros cons” or “school uniforms pros cons” or whatever and see what kind of Web sites 
pop up. Try to use a Web site that doesn’t take sides but instead tries to fairly present both sides. 
Or/and you may use one or more “pro” Web sites as well as one or more “con” Web sites. 
 
You may choose your topic, within reason. A pro-choice paper can get a good grade in this 
course, and so can a pro-life paper. You will have to take a position and present arguments in 
favor of what you believe. You should also attack arguments that present the other side. I will 
not judge you by the position you take in your paper. In fact, if you are pro-life, you may want to 
write a pro-choice paper simply as a way of understanding the other side. And if you are pro-
choice, you may want to write a pro-life paper simply as a way of understanding the other side. 
In this kind of debate, people of good will can be pro-life and people of good will can be pro-
choice. 
 
Some topics are unacceptable. Let’s stay away from advocating racism and sexism and genocide. 
(One rule of the course is that you are not allowed to write anything that can get me fired.) Don’t 
write a paper that says that we ought to kill anyone over 50 years old because they have outlived 
their usefulness to society. (I am 55 years old.) 
 
Even though I am allowing you to choose your own topic and even though papers for or against 
something (pro-choice, pro-life; pro-death sentence, con-death sentence) can get good grades (or 
bad grades), that does not mean that I think these things are simply a matter of opinion. I believe 
in right and wrong, and I believe that one position is better than another. However, I will be 
looking at looking at how you argue when I grade your paper. I may think that your thesis is 
wrong, but if you support your thesis with good arguments and if you argue against the 
arguments that the other side will make, you can get a good grade. I am aware that I am not God 
and I do not have the omniscience that God has. (My mother may think that I stride the earth like 
a god, but I am NOT a deity.) Of course, you must argue well and fairly. Do NOT write like this: 
You should be a conservative because liberals hate America. Also, do NOT write like this: You 
should be a liberal because conservatives hate America. For this assignment, we are going to 
argue rationally and assume that the reader is a person of good will. We are not going to act like 
pundits on TV who all seem to squawk like chickens with their heads cut off (and with lots of 
money in their bank accounts). 
 
 
 
 
 
. 
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Why Wikipedia is Not a Good Source 
 
Example #1 
 
The Pop-Tarts page is often aflutter. Pop-Tarts, it says as of today (February 8, 2008), were 
discontinued in Australia in 2005. Maybe that’s true. Before that it said that Pop-Tarts were 
discontinued in Korea. Before that Australia. Several days ago it said: “Pop-Tarts is german for 
Little Iced Pastry O’ Germany.” Other things I learned from earlier versions: More than two 
trillion Pop-Tarts are sold each year. George Washington invented them. They were developed in 
the early 1960s in China. Popular flavors are “frosted strawberry, frosted brown sugar cinnamon, 
and semen.” Pop-Tarts are a “flat Cookie.” No: “Pop-Tarts are a flat Pastry, KEVIN 
MCCORMICK is a FRIGGIN LOSER notto mention a queer inch.” No: “A Pop-Tart is a flat 
condom.” Once last fall the whole page was replaced with “NIPPLES AND BROCCOLI!!!!!” 
 
Source: http://www.nybooks.com/articles/21131 
Volume 55, Number 4 · March 20, 2008 
 
Example #2 
 
Will Harris: I heard that you recorded a second solo album; is that still kind of in limbo as far as 
getting a release? 
 
Ian Astbury: Um…I haven’t recorded a second solo album. 
 
Will Harris: Oh, okay. Dammit, I know you can’t trust Wikipedia, but on Wikipedia, there is a 
report that you had recorded a second solo album that is just sitting in limbo waiting. 
 
Ian Astbury: Wikipedia is the worst propaganda bullshit. It is so wrong on so many accounts. 
 
Will Harris: Yeah, and I get burned every damned time I do any research on there, and I don't 
know why I keep going back to it. 

Ian Astbury: Because it’s there in front of us, and that’s just us as human beings. We just don't 
look any further than the end of our noses. 
 
Will Harris: Well, that is true. 

Ian Astbury: That’s why the culture is in such a shitty situation. We believe what we see and read 
and hear, so…I don’t know. 

Will Harris: Well, I’m notoriously naive, so that might have something to do with it in this case. 
 
Source: Will Harris: A Chat with Ian Astbury, lead singer of The Cult (bullz-eye.com) 
http://www.bullz-eye.com/music/interviews/2007/ian_astbury.htm 
November 30, 2007 
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Example #3 
 
Will Harris: Was the appearance on “Celebrity Duets” what led you to end up appearing on 
“Dancing with the Stars”? 

Alfonso Ribeiro: I’ve never done on “Dancing with the Stars.” 

Will Harris: (Laughs sheepishly) You know, I’ve learned from experience that I can’t always 
trust Wikipedia, but my odds are usually better with IMDb. 

AR: Well, IMDb…I personally think that IMDB and some of those Wikipedia things are 
absolutely ridiculous, because I have been trying to write in to them and tell them, “I didn’t do 
this,” and they never change it. Like, supposedly, my parents are from the Dominican Republic. 
My parents are from Trinidad and Tobago! (Writer’s note: As penance for my egregious error, I 
have duly removed Ribeiro’s name from Wikipedia’s List of People from the Dominican 
Republic.) So they’re not always correct. But, no, all that I did was, I went on and hung out with 
my buddy Joey Fatone, who was currently doing the show. So I went and was sitting in the 
audience. That’s all I did. 

Will Harris: Well, if it’s any consolation, they did have you appearing on the show through 
Round 9. 

Alfonso Ribeiro: (Sarcastically) Wow. Yeah, because I guess I was there through Round 9 to 
watch my buddy. But I didn’t collect a paycheck, so I don’t know how it’s considered work. 

Will Harris: You got me. And I can’t get them to change anything at IMDb, either, for what it’s 
worth. 
 
Source: Will Harris: A Chat with Alfonso Ribeiro 
http://www.bullz-eye.com/television/interviews/2008/alfonso_ribeiro.htm 
Date Downloaded: 21 August 2008 
 
Example #4 
 
I occasionally teach a Great Books (Humanities) course at Ohio University. In one class I was 
teaching Dante’s Inferno. While I was grading papers, I noticed that the same factual error 
appeared in some of the papers. At first I thought that I had taught my students something that 
was incorrect, but I checked my lecture notes and they were correct. I then checked the 
Wikipedia article on Dante’s Inferno. Sure enough, it contained the error. The error was 
corrected in a day or two, but that was too late to help my students. 
 
Example #5 
 
You will not plagiarize this report. If you define plagiarism as “the unauthorized use or close 
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imitation of the language and thoughts of another author and the representation of them as one's 
own original work,” you must use quotation marks for the word-for-word quotation, and you 
must cite your source. The source of this quotation is “Dictionary.com Unabridged (v 1.1) 
Based on the Random House Unabridged Dictionary, © Random House, Inc. 2006.” 
 
By the way, on October 21, 2008, I looked at the Wikipedia article on Plagiarism. The article 
started off like this: 
 

Plagiarism is the unauthorized use or close imitation of the language and thoughts of 
another author and the representation of them as one's own original work. 

 
Oh, look! Wikipedia plagiarized in its article about plagiarism! 
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Why the Web Can Be a Bad Source 
 
An Example 

Will Harris: Let’s start off, I guess, talking about your move from recording your own work to 
producing the work of others. So, your first production job was with Joni Mitchell…?  

Thomas Dolby: No, actually, Prefab Sprout was my first production job.  

Will Harris: (Surprised and embarrassed) Oh. Okay. Huh. All Music Guide 
[http://www.allmusic.com/] has your work with Joni Mitchell and George Clinton before that of 
Prefab.  

Thomas Dolby: Yeah, well, no, Prefab Sprout was earlier.  
 
Source: http://www.bullz-eye.com/music/interviews/2007/thomas_dolby.htm 
Date Downloaded: 23 August 2008 
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Is It Ethical to Plagiarize? 

 

Ethics will be a concern in your life. At times, you may have to decide if a certain action 

you are thinking of doing or a certain communication you are thinking of writing is moral. 

Therefore, it is a good idea to know some ethical rules and how to apply them to real life. 

Mama Bruce’s Ethical Rules 

The rules of ethics are T-shirt simple, and chances are, your mother is an expert in ethics. I 

know that my mother was. Here are Mama Bruce’s T-shirt simple ethical rules: 

• If you are allowed to do it, everyone (in a similar position to yours) should be allowed 

to do it. 

• Treat other people the way that you want to be treated. 

• Do actions that have good consequences 

Mama Bruce’s Ethical Questions 

Along with the ethical rules go ethical questions. These are questions that a person can ask 

when determining whether an action that person is thinking of doing is moral: 

• What would happen if everyone were to do what you are thinking of doing? 

• Would you want done to you what you are thinking of doing to other people? 

• What are the consequences of the action you are thinking about doing? 

Is Plagiarism Morally Justified? 

Let’s apply Mama Bruce’s ethical rules and ethical questions to determine whether 

plagiarism is morally justified: 

• What would happen if everyone were to do what you are thinking of doing? 

If everyone plagiarizes papers, the professor will think of another way to have students write 

papers that are not plagiarized. For example, a professor friend of mine recently stopped giving 

take-home exams (the answers to which were sometimes plagiarized) and started giving in-class 

essay exams. There is a contradiction here. The student makes the rule “I will plagiarize my 

paper,” but if every student follows the rule, soon it will become impossible to plagiarize. 

Students will no longer have the opportunity to learn how to write papers outside of class—this 

kind of writing is a job skill. Alternatively, if everyone in a course that requires papers (such as a 

composition course) plagiarizes, then everyone will receive lower grades, perhaps even F’s. 
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• Would you want done to you what you are thinking of doing to other people? 

Suppose the student writes a truly excellent paper, then later finds out that the professor has 

plagiarized the paper and published it in a journal. Of course, now the student is unable to 

publish the paper that the student wrote because the student will be accused of plagiarizing the 

professor’s paper. Is this fair? 

• What are the consequences of the action you are thinking about doing? 

One consequence, of course, is that the student will learn much less than the student would 

have learned if the student had actually done the work. It also means that parents and taxpayers 

are getting a poor return on the money that they are paying for the student’s education. Also, a 

teacher who has been overwhelmed with cases of plagiarism may think of leaving the education 

field in order to pursue a lucrative and exciting career as an international jewel thief. In addition, 

if lots of students plagiarize at Ohio University, then Ohio University will become known as the 

Plagiarism School, and the value of a degree from Ohio University will be lessened. Finally, 

being caught plagiarizing can result in a grade of F for the paper, a grade of F for the course, 

and/or referral to Ohio University Judiciaries. 

Additional Questions 

• When is it ethical to use someone else’s words and ideas? 

Of course, the correct answer is when the student gives credit to the other person. 

• Suppose someone plagiarizes an excellent communication created by an experienced 

professional working in the field and that communication receives an A. What happens to the 

student-written papers that would have normally received an A? 

The standard for an A in the course is likely to go up. If the plagiarized paper gets an A, then 

the student-written papers that would have normally received an A may receive grades of A- or 

lower. 
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Teacher’s Expectations for the Peer Review 

Your teacher expects for you to do these things: 

• Bring a complete, carefully proofread draft to the peer review. Better, bring two copies. 

• Actively read the other person’s draft and seriously look for errors that the writer can correct. 

• Tell the writer something that he or she has done well. 

• Seriously give good advice to the writer about what the writer can do to improve his or her 
paper. 

• Listen carefully to the other person’s comments about your paper. Don’t be defensive, even if 
you disagree with some of the other person’s comments. 

• Try to get at least two peer reviews. 

• If you have time after getting the peer reviews, look over and evaluate your paper. 

• Don’t ask the teacher, “Can we leave now?” 



 

	   13 

Peer Review Sheet: Research Paper  
 
A good, thorough review takes time. Plan to spend 10-15 minutes reviewing the Research Paper, 
5-10 minutes making comments to the writer and 5-10 minutes listening to comments about your 
writing. This will give you time to get a second review. The Peer Review Session should take up 
the entire class period. If you have questions, raise your hand and I will come over and try to 
answer them. (Please give me time first to go around and give everyone who deserves it credit 
for being prepared for the Peer Review Session.) Feel free to write directly on the writer’s 
Research Paper as well as on this review sheet. 
 
1. Exchange papers with another student. 
 
2. Read the other student’s Research Paper. 
 
3. Write down briefly your opinion of the other student’s Research Paper. Good? Bad? 
Interesting? Boring? 
 
 
 
4. Look at the first paragraph. Does the writer have a thesis statement? What is it? 
 
 
 
5. Does the writer make good points for his or her position?  
 
 
 
6. Has the writer made the Research Paper interesting? Has the author used personal experience 
in the Research Paper? 
 
 
 
7. Write down any questions you would like to ask after reading the Research Paper. Was 
everything clear to you? Did you understand all the terms that were used?  
 
 
 
8. Write down one thing that the writer did well, in your opinion. 
 
 
 
 
9. Write down one thing that the writer should improve, in your opinion. 
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10. Write down any other suggestions for improvement that you have for the paper. 
 
 
 
 
11. What kind of proofreading does the writer need to do to improve the Research Paper? 
 
 
 
 
12. Go through the Research Paper again and make any proofreading corrections that need to be 
made. 
 
 
13. Does the writer correctly cite sources in the Research Paper? 
 
 
14. Does the writer correctly introduce quotations in the Research Paper? 
 
 
15. Go over the Research Paper orally with the writer. Make any comments or suggestions for 
improvement that you would like to make. Of course, the writer will do the same things with the 
Research Paper that you wrote. 
 
 
17. Give this sheet of paper to the writer, then exchange your Research Paper with that of 
another writer and go through the process again. 
 
 
18. Go home and revise your Research Paper. 
 
 
19. Hand in your Research Paper on time to avoid the late penalty. 
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In-Class Exercises 
 

These in-class exercises will help teach students how to use the MLA format. 
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In-Class Exercise 
MLA Format: Works Cited List 

 
Print Books 

 
Notes: 
• The Works Cited list will be double-spaced. 
• The items in a Works Cited list will have a hanging indent. That means that for each item the 
lines under the first line will be indented under the first. See example below. 
 
Example of a Print Book in a Works Cited List (Book with an Editor; Also, Book in a Series) 
 
Wren, Laura Lee. Garth Brooks: Country Music Superstar. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Onslow 

Publishers, Inc., 2002. Print. People to Know. Ser. 

Basic Format 
 

The basic format for books has four main units:  
1) author’s name, with last name listed first,  
2) title, including subtitle, if any,  
3) place of publication, publisher, and date of publication, and  
4) the medium (usually “Print” or “Book”) 

 
Book with an Author and an Editor 
 
Plath, Sylvia. The Unabridged Journals of Sylvia Plath. Ed. Karen V. Kookily. New York: 

Anchor-Doubleday, 2000. Print. 

Book with an Editor (and Book in a Series) 
 
Espoo, Roman, ed. Teens and Credit. Detroit: Greenhaven Press, 2010. Print. At Issue. Ser. 
 
Note: The name of the series is “At Issue.” 
 
Book with a Translator 
 
Aliened, Isabel. Zorro. Trans. Margaret Sayers Peden. London: Fourth Estate, 2005. Print. 
 
Encyclopedia or Dictionary Entry 
 
“Plagiarism.” The American Heritage College Dictionary. 4th ed. 2002. Print.  
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In-Class Work 
 
On a separate sheet of paper, write your name the course number (e.g., ENG 151, ENG 308J), 
and the time the course meets (e.g., 9-11 am). Then make a Works Cited list with these books. 
When you write the Works Cited list, put your last name and the page number (let’s say the page 
number is 5) in the top right corner. 
 
Note: All of these books are Print. 
 
Book #1 
 
Editor: Lauri S. Friedman 
Title: The Iraq War 
Place of Publication: Detroit 
Publisher: Greenhaven 
Date of Publication: 2008 
Series: Writing the Critical Essay 
 
Book #2 
 
Author: Amy Tan 
Title: Saving Fish from Drowning 
Place of Publication: New York 
Publisher: Putnam 
Date of Publication: 2005 
 
Book #3 
 
Author: Turnley, David C 
Title: Baghdad blues : a war diary  
Imprint: New York : Vendome, c2003 
 
Book #4 
 
Definition Looked Up and Cited in the Paper: “Sonata” 
Title: The American Heritage of the English Language 
Edition: 4th 
Date of Publication: 2000 
 
Book #5 
 
Author: Collins, Tim 
Title: Rules of engagement : a life in conflict  
Imprint: London : Headline, 2005 
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Bruce   5 
 

Works Cited 
 
Collins, Tim. Rules of Engagement: A Life in Conflict. London: Headline, 2005. Print. 

Friedman, Lauri S., ed. The Iraq War. Detroit, MI: Greenhaven: 2008. Print. Writing the Critical 

Essay. Ser.  

“Sonata.” The American Heritage of the English Language. 4th ed. 2000. Print. 

Tan, Amy. Saving Fish from Drowning. New York: Putnam, 2005. Print. 

Turnley, David C. Baghdad Blues: A War Diary. New York: Vendome, 2003. Print. 
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In-Class Exercise 
MLA Format: Works Cited List 

 
Print Books 

 
Notes: 
• The Works Cited list will be double-spaced. 
• The items in a Works Cited list will have a hanging indent. That means that for each item the 
lines under the first line will be indented under the first. See example below. 
 
Example of a Print Book in a Works Cited List (Book with an Editor; Also, Book in a Series) 
 
Wren, Laura Lee. Garth Brooks: Country Music Superstar. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Onslow 

Publishers, Inc., 2002. Print. People to Know. Ser. 

Basic Format 
 

The basic format for books has four main units:  
1) author’s name, with last name listed first,  
2) title, including subtitle, if any,  
3) place of publication, publisher, and date of publication, and  
4) the medium (usually “Print” or “Book”) 
 

Book with an Author and an Editor 
 
Plath, Sylvia. The Unabridged Journals of Sylvia Plath. Ed. Karen V. Kookily. New York: 

Anchor-Doubleday, 2000. Print. 

Book with an Editor (and Book in a Series) 
 
Espoo, Roman, ed. Teens and Credit. Detroit: Greenhaven Press, 2010. Print. At Issue. Ser. 
 
Note: The name of the series is “At Issue.” 
 
Book with a Translator 
 
Aliened, Isabel. Zorro. Trans. Margaret Sayers Peden. London: Fourth Estate, 2005. Print. 
 
Encyclopedia or Dictionary Entry 
 
“Plagiarism.” The American Heritage College Dictionary. 4th ed. 2002. Print.  
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In-Class Work 
 
On a separate sheet of paper, write your name the course number (e.g., ENG 151, ENG 308J), 
and the time the course meets (e.g., 9-11 am). Then make a Works Cited list with these books. 
When you write the Works Cited list, put your last name and the page number (let’s say the page 
number is 5) in the top right corner. 
 
Note: All of these books are Print. 
 
Book #1 
 
Title: Buffy the vampire slayer and philosophy : fear and trembling in Sunnydale / edited by 
James B. South 
Imprint: Chicago : Open Court, c2003 
Series: Popular culture and philosophy ; v. 4 
Note: After you write “Ser.” write “4.” The number 4 indicates that this is the fourth of a series. 
 
Book 2 
 
Author: Billson, Anne 
Title: Buffy the vampire slayer / Anne Billson 
Imprint: London : BFI, 2005 
Series: BFI TV classics 
 
Book #3 
 
Author: Pateman, Matthew 
Title: The aesthetics of culture in Buffy the vampire slayer / by Matthew Pateman 
Imprint: Jefferson, N.C. : McFarland, c2006 
 
Book #4 
Author: Genge, Ngaire  
Title The Buffy chronicles : the unofficial companion to Buffy, the vampire slayer / N.E. Genge 
Imprint: New York : Three Rivers Press, c1998 
 
Book #5 
 
Author: Stafford, Nikki, 1973- 
Title: Bite me! : an unofficial guide to the world of Buffy the Vampire Slayer / Nikki Stafford 
Imprint: Toronto : ECW Press, 2002 
 
Book #6 
 
Editors: Elana Levine and Lisa Parks  
Title: Undead TV : essays on Buffy the vampire slayer  
Imprint: Durham : Duke University Press, 2007 



 

	   21 

  Bruce 5 
Works Cited 

Billson, Anne. Buffy the Vampire Slayer. London: BFI, 2005. Print. BFI TV Classics. Ser. 

Genge, Ngaire. The Buffy Chronicles: The Unofficial Companion to Buffy, the Vampire Slayer. 

New York: Three Rivers Press, 1998. Print. 

Levine, Elana, and Lisa Parks, eds. Undead TV: Essays on Buffy the Vampire Slayer. Durham, 

NC: Duke University Press, 2007. Print. 

Pateman, Matthew. The Aesthetics of Culture in Buffy the Vampire Slayer. Jefferson, NC: 

McFarland, 2006. Print. 
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Stafford, Nikki. Bite Me!: An Unofficial Guide to the World of Buffy the Vampire Slayer. 

Toronto: ECW Press, 2002. Print. 



 

	   22 

In-Class Exercise 
MLA Format: Works Cited List 

 
Print Books 

 
Notes: 
• The Works Cited list will be double-spaced. 
• The items in a Works Cited list will have a hanging indent. That means that for each item the 
lines under the first line will be indented under the first. See example below. 
 
Example of a Print Book in a Works Cited List (Book with an Editor; Also, Book in a Series) 
 
Wren, Laura Lee. Garth Brooks: Country Music Superstar. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Onslow 

Publishers, Inc., 2002. Print. People to Know. Ser. 

Basic Format 
 

The basic format for books has four main units:  
1) author’s name, with last name listed first,  
2) title, including subtitle, if any,  
3) place of publication, publisher, and date of publication, and  
4) the medium (usually “Print” or “Book”) 
 

Book with an Editor (and Book in a Series) 
 
Espoo, Roman, ed. Teens and Credit. Detroit: Greenhaven Press, 2010. Print. At Issue. Ser. 
 
Note: The name of the series is “At Issue.” 
 
Book with a Translator 
 
Aliened, Isabel. Zorro. Trans. Margaret Sayers Peden. London: Fourth Estate, 2005. Print. 
 
Two or More Works by Same Author(s) 
 
Knopp, Lisa. Field of Vision. Iowa City: U of Iowa P, 1996. Print. 

--- The Nature of Home: A Lexicon and Essays. Lincoln: U of Nebraska P, 2002. Print. 

Book with a Translator 
 
Aliened, Isabel. Zorro. Trans. Margaret Sayers Peden. London: Fourth Estate, 2005. Print. 
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In-Class Work 
 
On a separate sheet of paper, write your name the course number (e.g., ENG 151, ENG 308J), 
and the time the course meets (e.g., 9-11 am). Then make a Works Cited list with these books. 
When you write the Works Cited list, put your last name and the page number (let’s say the page 
number is 5) in the top right corner. 
 
Note: All of these books are Print. 
 
Book #1 
 
Author:  Mawdsley, Ralph D 
Title: Legal aspects of plagiarism / Ralph D. Mawdsley 
Imprint: Topeka, Kan. : National Organization on Legal Problems of Education, c1985 
 
Book #2 
 
Editors: Lise Buranen and Alice M. Roy  
Title: Perspectives on plagiarism and intellectual property in a postmodern world  
Imprint: Albany : State University of New York Press, c1999 
 
Book #3 
 
Authors: Ann Lathrop and Kathleen Foss 
Title: Student cheating and plagiarism in the Internet era : a wake-up call  
Imprint: Englewood, Colo. : Libraries Unlimited, c2000 
 
Book #4 
 
Author: Randall, Marilyn 
Title: Pragmatic plagiarism : authorship, profit, and power / Marilyn Randall 
Imprint: Toronto ; Buffalo : University of Toronto Press, c2001 
 
Book #5 
 
Authors: Ann Lathrop and Kathleen E. Foss 
Title: Guiding students from cheating and plagiarism to honesty and integrity : strategies for 
change 
Imprint: Westport, CT : Libraries Unlimited, 2005 
 
Book #6 
 
Author: DeSena, Laura Hennessey, 1961- 
Title: Preventing plagiarism : tips and techniques / Laura Hennessey DeSena 
Imprint: Urbana, Ill. : National Council of Teachers of English, c2007 
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Works Cited 
 
Buranen, Lise, and Alice M. Roy, eds. Perspectives on Plagiarism and Intellectual Property in a 

Postmodern World. Albany, NY: State University of New York Press, 1999. Print. 

DeSena, Laura Hennessey. Preventing Plagiarism: Tips and Techniques. Urbana, IL: National 

Council of Teachers of English, 2007. Print. 

Lathrop, Ann, and Kathleen Foss. Guiding Students from Cheating and Plagiarism to Honesty 

and Integrity: Strategies for Change. Westport, CT: Libraries Unlimited, 2005. Print. 

- - -. Student Cheating and Plagiarism in the Internet Era: A Wake-up Call. Englewood, CO: 

Libraries Unlimited, 2000. Print. 

Mawdsley, Ralph D. Legal Aspects of Plagiarism. Topeka, KS: National Organization on Legal 

Problems of Education, 1985. Print. 

Randall, Marilyn. Pragmatic Plagiarism: Authorship, Profit, and Power. Toronto and Buffalo, 

NY: University of Toronto Press, 2001. Print. 
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In-Class Exercise 
MLA Format: Works Cited List 

 
Print Books 

 
Notes: 
• The Works Cited list will be double-spaced. 
• The items in a Works Cited list will have a hanging indent. That means that for each item the 
lines under the first line will be indented under the first. See example below. 
 
Example of a Print Book in a Works Cited List (Book with an Editor; Also, Book in a Series) 
 
Wren, Laura Lee. Garth Brooks: Country Music Superstar. Berkeley Heights, NJ: Onslow 

Publishers, Inc., 2002. Print. People to Know. Ser. 

Basic Format 
 

The basic format for books has four main units:  
1) author’s name, with last name listed first,  
2) title, including subtitle, if any,  
3) place of publication, publisher, and date of publication, and  
4) the medium (usually “Print” or “Book”) 
 

Book with an Editor (and Book in a Series) 
 
Espoo, Roman, ed. Teens and Credit. Detroit: Greenhaven Press, 2010. Print. At Issue. Ser. 
 
Note: The name of the series is “At Issue.” 
 
Book with a Translator 
 
Aliened, Isabel. Zorro. Trans. Margaret Sayers Peden. London: Fourth Estate, 2005. Print. 
 
Two or More Works by Same Author(s) 
 
Knopp, Lisa. Field of Vision. Iowa City: U of Iowa P, 1996. Print. 

--- The Nature of Home: A Lexicon and Essays. Lincoln: U of Nebraska P, 2002. Print. 

Book with a Translator 
 
Aliened, Isabel. Zorro. Trans. Margaret Sayers Peden. London: Fourth Estate, 2005. Print. 
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In-Class Work 
 
On a separate sheet of paper, write your name the course number (e.g., ENG 151, ENG 308J), 
and the time the course meets (e.g., 9-11 am). Then make a Works Cited list with these books. 
When you write the Works Cited list, put your last name and the page number (let’s say the page 
number is 5) in the top right corner. Note: All of these books are Print. 
 
Book #1:  
 
Editor: Roman Espejo, book editor  
Title: Should music lyrics be censored for violence and exploitation?  
Imprint: Detroit : Greenhaven Press, c2008 
Series: At Issue 
 
Book #2:  
 
Author: Usher, Carlton A 
Title A: rhyme is a terrible thing to waste : hip hop and the creation of a political philosophy  
Imprint: Trenton, NJ : Africa World Press, c2006 
 
Book #3:  
 
Author: Nuzum, Eric D 
Title: Parental advisory : music censorship in America / by Eric Nuzum 
Imprint: New York : Perennial, c2001 
 
Book #4:  
 
Editors: edited by Martin Cloonan and Reebee Garofalo  
Title: Policing pop  
Imprint: Philadelphia : Temple University Press, 2003 
Series: Sound matters 
 
Book #5:  
 
Editors: Betty Houchin Winfield and Sandra Davidson, editors  
Title: Bleep! censoring rock and rap music  
Imprint: Westport, Conn. : Greenwood Press, 1999 
Series:  Contributions to the study of popular culture, 0198-9871 ; no. 68 
 
Book #6:  
 
Author: Semonche, John E., 1933- 
Title: Censoring sex : a historical journey through American media / John E. Semonche 
Imprint: Lanham : Rowman & Littlefield, c2007 
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MLA Works Cited Page: Work in an Anthology  
 
When you are gathering book sources, be sure to make note of the following bibliographic items: 
author name(s), book title, publication date, publisher, place of publication. The medium of 
publication for all “hard copy” books is Print. 
 
Work in an anthology 
 
Begin with (1) the name of the author of the selection. Then give (2) the title of the selection; (3) 

the title of the anthology; (4) the name of the editor of the anthology (preceded by “Ed.” for 
“Edited by”); (5) publication information; (6) the pages on which the selection appears; and 
(7) the medium. 

 
Desai, Anita. “Scholar and Gypsy.” The Oxford Book of Travel Stories. Ed. Patricia Craig. 

Oxford: Oxford UP, 1996. 251-73. Print. 
 
Note: The initials “UP” stand for “University Press.” 
Note: If the book is part of a series, following “Print,” write the name of the series and then write 

“Ser.” 
 
In-Class Work 
 
On a separate sheet of paper, write your name, the course number (e.g., ENG 151, ENG 308J), 
and the time the course meets (e.g., 9-11 am). Then make a Works Cited list with these 
anthologies. When you write the Works Cited list, put your last name and the page number (let’s 
say the page number is 5) in the top right corner. Note: All of these books are Print. 
 
Article #1 
 
Author of Article: The Center for Health and Health Care in Schools 
Title of Article: “Athletics in Schools Help Prevent Obesity” 
Editor of Anthology: Christine Watkins 
Title of Book: Child Athletes 
Publication Data: Detroit, MI: Greenhaven Press, 2008 
Pages of Article: 41-45 
Series: At Issue 
 
Article #2 
 
Author of Article: Todd Dvorak 
Title of Article: “Playing Football Can Encourage Obesity” 
Editor of Anthology: Christine Watkins 
Title of Book: Child Athletes 
Publication Data: Detroit, MI: Greenhaven Press, 2008 
Pages of Article: 46-49 
Series: At Issue 
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Article #3 
 
Author of Article: Ian Warden 
Title of Article: “Team-Sport Athletes are Encouraged to Be Poor Role Models” 
Editor of Anthology: Kathy L. Hahn 
Title of Book: Are Athletes Good Role Models? 
Publication Data: Detroit, MI: Greenhaven Press, 2010 
Pages of Article: 41-46 
Series: At Issue 
 
Article #4 
 
Author of Article: Simon Barnes 
Title of Article: “The Economic Downturn Will Return Sports to Its Former Purity” 
Editor of Anthology: Kathy L. Hahn 
Title of Book: Are Athletes Good Role Models? 
Publication Data: Detroit, MI: Greenhaven Press, 2010 
Pages of Article: 101-105 
Series: At Issue 
 
Article #5 
 
Author of Article: Anthony Stalter 
Title of Article: “Parents Should Not Rely on Athletes as Role Models” 
Editor of Anthology: Kathy L. Hahn 
Title of Book: Are Athletes Good Role Models? 
Publication Data: Detroit, MI: Greenhaven Press, 2010 
Pages of Article: 19-24 
Series: At Issue 
 
Article #6 
 
Author of Article: Simon Black 
Title of Article: “The Olympics Have Become Too Commercialized” 
Editor of Anthology: Tamara L. Roleff 
Title of Book: The Olympics 
Publication Data: Detroit, MI: Greenhaven Press, 2009 
Pages of Article: 23-25 
Series: At Issue 
 
Article #7 
 
Author of Article: Associated Press 
Title of Article: “Organizers Are Trying to Downplay Commercialization at the Olympics” 
Editor of Anthology: Tamara L. Roleff 
Title of Book: The Olympics 
Publication Data: Detroit, MI: Greenhaven Press, 2009 
Pages of Article: 26-29 
Series: At Issue 
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Works Cited 

Associated Press. “Organizers Are Trying to Downplay Commercialization at the Olympics.” 

The Olympics. Ed. Tamara L. Roleff. Detroit, MI: Greenhaven Press, 2009. 26-29. Print. 

At Issue. Ser. 

Barnes, Simon. “The Economic Downturn Will Return Sports to Its Former Purity.” Are Athletes 

Good Role Models? Ed. Kathy L. Hahn. Detroit, MI: Greenhaven Press, 2010. 101-105. 

Print. At Issue. Ser. 

Black, Simon. “The Olympics Have Become Too Commercialized.” The Olympics. Ed. Tamara 

L. Roleff. Detroit, MI: Greenhaven Press, 2009. 23-25. Print. At Issue. Ser. 

Center for Health and Health Care in Schools. “Athletics in Schools Help Prevent Obesity.” 

Child Athletes. Ed. Christine Watkins. Detroit, MI: Greenhaven Press, 2008. 41-45. Print. 

At Issue. Ser. 

Dvorak, Todd. “Playing Football Can Encourage Obesity.” Child Athletes. Ed. Christine 

Watkins. Detroit, MI: Greenhaven Press, 2008. 46-49. Print. At Issue. Ser. 

Stalter, Anthony. “Parents Should Not Rely on Athletes as Role Models.” Are Athletes Good 

Role Models? Ed. Kathy L. Hahn. Detroit, MI: Greenhaven Press, 2010. 19-24. Print. At 

Issue. Ser. 

Warden, Ian. “Team-Sport Athletes are Encouraged to Be Poor Role Models.” Are Athletes Good 

Role Models? Ed. Kathy L. Hahn. Detroit, MI: Greenhaven Press, 2010. 41-46. Print. At 

Issue. Ser. 
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Work from a Database Service Such as INFOTRAC 
 

Works Cited List 
 

Web: Work from a Database Service Such as INFOTRAC 
 
For resources retrieved from a library’s subscription service database service, such as InfoTrac, 
EBSCOhost, LexisNexis, or ProQuest, first list the publication information for the source. Then 
give the name of the database, such as Academic Search Premier or Expanded Academic ASAP, 
italicized; the medium; and your date of access. 
 
A scholarly article in a journal 
 

Johnson, Kirk. “The Mountain Lions of Michigan.” Endangered Species Update 19.2 

(2002): 27-31. Expanded Academic Index. Web. 26 Nov. 2005. 

 
An article in a bimonthly magazine 

 
Barrera, Rebeca Maria. “A Case for Bilingual Education.” Scholastic Parent and Child 

Nov-Dec 2004: 72-73. Academic Search Premier. Web. 1 Feb. 2006. 

 
An article in a newspaper 

 
Kolata, Gina. “Scientists Debating Future of Hormone Replacement.” New York Times 23 

Oct. 2002, late ed.: A20. LexisNexis Academic. Web. 26 Nov. 2005. 

 
Note: Source of Examples: Diana Hacker, A Pocket Style Manual, 5th Edition 
 
In-Class Work: Write a Works Cited list for the following items. 
 
Article #1 
 
Title: BLOGWATCH. 
Time, 4/3/2006, Vol. 167 Issue 14, p18-18, 1/6p, 2 Color Photographs; (AN 20278523) 
Database: Academic Search Complete.  
Note: The database is “Academic Search Complete.” It is OK to add “EBSCO,” which is the 
name of the company that is responsible for the database. If you let Academic Search Complete 
do your citations for you, it will add “EBSCO.” 
Note: This is a definition of EBSCO from <en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ebsc>: “EBSCO Industries, 
headquartered in Birmingham, Alabama, is a privately held, widely diversified corporation and 



 

	   32 

the largest subscription agency in the world. It was founded in 1944 by Elton Bryson Stephens 
(hence the EBSCO acronym Elton B Stephens Company). 
 
Article #2 
 
Title: PLAGIARISM ANTECEDENTS AND SITUATIONAL INFLUENCES. 
By: Lewis, Norman P.. Journalism & Mass Communication Quarterly, Summer2008, Vol. 85 
Issue 2, p353-370, 18p; (AN 34469249) 
Database: Academic Search Complete 
 
Article #3 
 
Title: 'Times' under fire for handling of spy story 
By: Peter Johnson. USA Today, 12/19/2005; (AN J0E082394524906) 
Database: Academic Search Complete 
 
Article #4 
 
Title: The Future of The New York Times. 
 (cover story) By: Bianco, Anthony; Rossant, John; Gard, Lauren. BusinessWeek, 1/17/2005, 
Issue 3916, p64-72, 8p, 4 Color Photographs, 1 Black and White Photograph, 1 Chart, 6 Graphs; 
(AN 15592399) 
Subjects: NEWSPAPERS; MARKETING; NEWSPAPERS -- Circulation; MARKETING  
Database: Academic Search Complete 
 
Article #5 
 
Title: Before You Turn It In. 
By: Silvester, Niko. Writing, Nov/Dec2004, Vol. 27 Issue 3, p22-23, 2p, 1 Cartoon or 
Caricature; (AN 14814984) 
Database: Academic Search Complete 
 
Article #6 
 
Title: A SACRED TRUST. 
By: Sulzberger Jr., Arthur. Quill, Sep2004 Supplement, p16-19, 4p, 1 Color Photograph, 1 Black 
and White Photograph; (AN 15589123) 
Subjects: NEWSPAPERS; PUBLISHERS & publishing; JOURNALISM; GOVERNMENT & 
the press; NEW York Times Co.; All Other Publishers; Book Publishers 
Database: Academic Search Complete 
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How Do I Introduce Long Passages of Quoted Material? 
 
In the 5th edition of her book A Pocket Style Manual, Diana Hacker writes, “MLA in-text citations are 
made with a combination of signal phrases and parenthetical references. A signal phrase introduces 
information taken from a source (a quotation, summary, paraphrase, or fact); usually the signal phrase 
includes the author’s name. The parenthetical reference, which comes after the cited material, normally 
includes at least a page number” (120). Of course, when a page number does not exist, the in-text citation 
will be something such as a few words of the title. Hacker also explains how to quote long passages: 
 

When you quote more than four typed lines of prose or more than three lines of 

poetry, set off the quotation by indenting it one inch […] from the left margin. 

Long quotations should be introduced by an informative sentence, usually 

followed by a colon. Quotation marks are unnecessary because the indented format tells 

readers that the language is taken word-for-word from the source. (111) 

 

An example:  

In his essay “An Athlete Must Have Personal Integrity,” R. Cort Kirkland explains how Eleanor, 

Lou Gehrig’s wife, reacted to his increasing ill health: 

 
At home, Eleanor watched the decay, wondering what was happening to her 

Luke. Just a slump at the plate, they said. He just needs a little rest, everyone agreed. He 

dropped kitchen china inexplicably. He fell frequently when he and Eleanor went ice-

skating, a favorite pastime. This, she asked herself, is a slump? Finally, on May 2, 1939, 

he took himself out of the lineup. A few weeks later, Eleanor scheduled an appointment 

at the Mayo Clinic. Dr. Harold Habein knew what was wrong as soon as Gehrig inched 

into his office. “When [he] entered my office,” the doctor said, “and I saw the shuffling 

gait, and his overall expression, then shook his hand, I knew.” The Iron Man had 

amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, after that, forever known as Lou Gehrig’s disease. He was 

thirty-six. (12-13) 
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In-Class Exercise: How Do I Introduce Long Passages of  
Quoted Material? 

 
The quotations below come from this essay in this book: 
 

Kirkwood, R. Cort. “An Athlete Must Have Personal Integrity.” Are Athletes Good Role 

Models? Ed. Kathy L. Hahn. Detroit, MI: Greenhaven Press, 2010. 10-18. Print. 

From page 16: 
 
On July 4, 1939, Gehrig delivered the most famous oration ever by an American athlete. Such was its 
emotive puissance it is known as baseball’s Gettysburg Address. It was Lou Gehrig Day at Yankee 
Stadium, and all his teammates, current and former, were there to honor him. That included the Babe, 
with whom he hadn’t spoken in years because Gehrig’s mother (or wife, in some accounts) made an 
unflattering remark about the accouterments of Ruth’s daughter. Sid Mercer, a veteran sportswriter who 
served as master of ceremonies, told the sixty thousand adoring fans that Gehrig was too moved to speak. 
The crowd wanted none of it. “We want Gehrig!” they roared. “We want Gehrig!” And Gehrig went to 
the microphone: 
 

Fans, for the past two weeks you have been reading about  
a bad break I got. Yet today, I consider myself the luckiest  
man on the face of the earth. I have been in ballparks for  
seventeen years and I have never received anything but kind- 
ness and encouragement from you fans. 

 
Gehrig continued talking, but not about himself and his stellar career. Rather, he spoke about his 
teammates and pals and what they meant to him. And then he spoke about the men he played against, and 
how grateful he was that they sent him a gift. “That’s something,” he said. “Sure, I’m lucky.” […] 
 
From page 17: 
 
Gehrig’s humility is one of the hallmarks of genuine masculinity. Ever humble, even in his final 
appearance on the baseball diamond where he was a champion, he didn’t speak of himself or his awful 
fate. Rather, he told the assembled throng that he was lucky, then expressed his admiration for others, 
diverting the spotlight to them. He praised his mom and dad. He praised his loving wife. He even praised 
his adoring fans. He spoke about everyone but himself, and when he did speak of himself, it was only in 
the context of others: how lucky he was to have known them and for them to love him. Was he afraid? 
Undoubtedly. Eddie Rickenbacker said that courage is conquering fear, not the absence of it. Gehrig 
picked up the hand he was dealt and played it like a man. 
 
Your Assignment: 
 
On a separate sheet of paper, write your name, course number, and the time the course meets. 
From the material above, write one passage that involves a long quotation using the MLA 
format. Introduce the quotation, use an in-text citation, and make sure that the reader knows the 
author and the page number of the passage.  
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How Do I Introduce Short Passages of Quoted Material? 
 
In the 5th edition of her book A Pocket Style Manual, Diana Hacker writes, “MLA in-text 
citations are made with a combination of signal phrases and parenthetical references. A signal 
phrase introduces information taken from a source (a quotation, summary, paraphrase, or fact); 
usually the signal phrase includes the author’s name. The parenthetical reference, which comes 
after the cited material, normally includes at least a page number” (120). Of course, when a page 
number does not exist, the in-text citation will be something such as a few words of the title. 
 
After a word group introducing a quotation, use a colon, a comma, or no punctuation at all, 
whichever is appropriate in context. (The examples below are indented. In your papers, you will 
indent only long quotations.) 
 
If a quotation has been formally introduced, a colon is appropriate. A formal introduction is a full 
independent clause, not just an expression such as he said or she writes. (Long quotations set off 
in block style using MLA format are often formally introduced.) 
 

Morrow views personal ads as an art form: “The personal ad is like a haiku of self-
celebration, a brief solo played on one’s own horn” (23). 
 
Note: The reader knows the author and the page number. The reader can go to the Works 
Cited list and find out the title of the document that is being quoted. The Works Cited list 
and the in-text citation will give the reader enough information to be able to find the 
quotation in the document that is being quoted. 

 
If a quotation is introduced or followed by an expression such as he said or she writes, use a 
comma. 
 

Stephen Leacock once said, “I am a great believer in luck, and I find the harder I work 
the more I have of it” (Smith 141). 
 
“You can be a little ungrammatical if you come from the right part of the country,” writes 
Robert Frost (231). 
 
Jane Austen writes at the beginning of Pride and Prejudice, “It is a truth universally 
acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good fortune, must be in want of a 
wife” (5). 

 
When you blend a quotation into your own sentence, use either a comma or no punctuation, 
depending on the way the quotation fits into the sentence structure. 
 

The champion could, as he puts it, “float like a butterfly and sting like a bee” (Foster 
123). 

 
At the beginning of Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen writes about “a truth universally 
acknowledged” (5). 



 

	   37 

In-Class Exercise: How Do I Introduce Short Passages of Quoted Material? 
 
The quotations below come from this essay in this book: 
 

Kirkwood, R. Cort. “An Athlete Must Have Personal Integrity.” Are Athletes Good Role 

Models? Ed. Kathy L. Hahn. Detroit, MI: Greenhaven Press, 2010. 10-18. Print. 

Page 15: 
 
As with modern athletes, in the old days, an athlete’s talents and popularity were measured in commercial 
endorsements. Lou endorsed a breakfast cereal called Huskies, and appearing on Robert Ripley’s Believe 
It or Not radio program, he was supposed to plug the product. “Well, Lou, what helps you hit all those 
home runs?” Ripley asked. 
 
“A heaping bowlful of Wheaties?” Lou replied. Huh? Wheaties? Lou returned the thousand dollars he 
was paid to pitch Huskies, then he returned to the show and plugged the cereal correctly. 
 
“Lou,” biographer Richard Bak wrote, “believed in doing the right thing.” He invested all of his life 
savings for his parents after he married Eleanor and handed them the deed to a new house and new car. 
 
And we know he was tough. He played through those seventeen broken bones for more than a decade, 
including a thumb and toe, as well as back spasms, that would have dropped a less resilient man. He once 
played a game the day after a pitcher beaned him unconscious. Next day, he wore an oversized cap to 
accommodate the grapefruit on his noggin. He smashed three triples. 
 
It wasn’t easy for Gehrig to pull himself out of the lineup, but when he did, no one had to ask. He told 
manager Joe McCarthy: “For the good of the team, Joe. Nobody has to tell me how bad I’ve been and 
how much of a drawback I’ve been to the club.... [T]he time has come for me to quit.” By all accounts, 
Gehrig was resolute and valiant. When his batting average dropped, he took a three-thousand-dollar pay 
cut without complaint. He simply worked all the harder to recover his prowess at the plate. He struggled 
mightily against the un- 
 
From page 16: 
 
known. One account has Gehrig eating grass to conquer the creeping paralysis. Eleanor dutifully pulled it 
from the ground to make some sort of soup. He thought the vitamins would cure his disease. They didn’t. 
 
Your Assignment: 
 
On a separate sheet of paper, write your name, course number, and the time the course meets. 
From the material above, write three passages that involve quotations using the MLA format. 
Introduce the quotations, use in-text citations, and make sure that the reader knows the author 
and the page number of the passage.  
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In-Class Exercise: 
How Do I Introduce Quoted Material? 

 
 
According to R. Cort Kirkwood, “As with modern athletes, in the old days, an athlete’s talents 

and popularity were measured in commercial endorsements” (15). 

 

New York Yankee Lou Gehrig once made a mistake when he tried to plug a cereal he had 

endorsed called Huskies. While Mr. Gehrig was on Robert Ripley’s Believe It or Not radio 

program, Mr. Ripley asked him, “Well, Lou, what helps you hit all those home runs?” Mr. 

Gehrig replied, “A heaping bowlful of Wheaties?” (Kirkwood 15). 

 

R. Cort Kirkwood writes that Lou Gehrig “invested all of his life savings for his parents after he 

married Eleanor and handed them the deed to a new house and new car” (15).  
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Quoting from and Citing a Source 
 

Kevyn Aucoin Anecdote 
 
• Read the passage and understand it.  
 
• Use the information in the handout to write an anecdote about Elizabeth Taylor’s gift to Kevyn 
Aucoin. 
 
• Do not plagiarize. If you quote from the handout, use quotation marks. 
 
• Make clear to the reader what is the source of this anecdote. 
 
• Use in-text-citations and a Works Cited list.  
 
Source of Passage: Aucoin, Kevyn. The Art of Makeup. New York: HarperCollinsPublishers, 

1996. 163. Print.   

Note: The number “163” following the date of publication is the page number of the passage. 
When you use only a part of a book (perhaps a chapter, or one essay in an anthology) when 
writing a paper, put the page number(s) of the passage you used in the book’s entry in your 
Works Cited list. 

 
Note: Kevyn Aucoin was a makeup artist to the stars and often made tens of thousands of dollars 
for a makeup session. 
 
Passage: 
 

I first met Elizabeth Taylor when I was invited to do her makeup for her Passion perfume 
advertising shoot. I arrived and waited about an hour before being brought into Elizabeth’s hotel 
bedroom. A small makeup table was placed against one of the floor-length windows so that when 
I knelt on the floor to do her makeup, the sun was shining directly on me. I started to feel very 
faint. To add to my dizziness, Elizabeth had brought her own makeup mirror—a magnifying 
mirror so huge that had it been nighttime, I probably could have seen Pluto reflected in it! 
Elizabeth said almost nothing while I was doing her makeup. When I’d finished, she looked 
critically into her oversized mirror and called out to her assistant, “Come and see what he’s done 
to me!” As the room started to spin, I heard her assistant enter the room as Elizabeth exclaimed, 
“Isn’t it wonderful!” Thank God! 

Elizabeth is also a very generous person, as well as one of my heroines because of all the 
work she has done for AIDS research. And she’s very subtle about her gift giving! One day she 
said that I reminded her very much of someone she wanted to buy a gift for and asked me what I 
would recommend. I told her about a baby blue cashmere sweater I had seen in the clothing store 
Agnes B. Later that day Elizabeth handed me a box—in it was the sweater! 
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One Correct Way To Do the In-Class Exercise 
 
In his book The Art of Makeup, makeup artist Kevyn Aucoin writes about once doing the 

makeup for Elizabeth Taylor. When he was finished, she looked in the mirror—critically—and 

then called to her assistant, “Come and see what he’s done to me!” (163). Mr. Aucoin was afraid 

that she hated the makeup, but she told her assistant, “Isn’t it wonderful!” (163). Mr. Aucoin was 

understandably relieved—for one thing, he greatly respects Ms. Taylor because of all the work 

that she has done to raise money for AIDS research. Ms. Taylor is sly when it comes to giving 

gifts. She told Mr. Aucoin that he reminded her of a person to whom she wanted to give a gift, 

and she asked what he would recommend. He told her about a baby-blue cashmere sweater that 

he had seen in a store, and later that day, Ms. Taylor gave him a gift—a baby-blue cashmere 

sweater (163). 
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Appendixes 

Appendix: Sample Research Papers 

Following this page are several examples of Research Papers. Teachers may print them and use 
them as examples for their students.  
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Back Pain and OxyContin: A Solution to the Prescription for Addiction 

It is no surprise that prescription pain killers are posing a widespread issue of addiction in 

our nation. The question that needs to be answered then is how do we draw the line between 

those who are in need of these prescription drugs and those who are not. The problem here is that 

doctors, or any care providers for that matter, are unable to personally know how much pain the 

patient is experiencing. Only the patient can be the one who determines how much pain they are 

ultimately feeling. Many times, since it is inhumane to let people suffer, doctors prescribe these 

medications to people who do not necessarily need these drugs. When this occurs, many times it 

leads to the medications being abused or even being led into the hands of those who do not have 

a prescription. It is easy to become dependent on prescription drugs, especially if they are 

abused, whether that be by taking more than what is prescribed or not having a prescription at all 

(“Prescription Drug Abuse”). By presenting alternative solutions to the patient’s problem, 

doctors can prevent the medications from being diverted into the wrong hands, and also prevent 

those who do need the medication from leading a possible life of addiction and dependency. 

 This problem has made an impact on my life, and therefore has affected me personally. A 

friend of mine, a former Ohio University student, lost the very close relationship he had with his 

father due to prescription pain killer addiction. His father was not a junkie, but rather someone 

who had become injured in his line of work. When he went to the doctor, he was prescribed 
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OxyContin and quickly became dependent on this drug. He lost his job and his family. This is 

when he began to really need the drug, he claimed. Once he felt he had hit rock bottom, he began 

making trips to Florida, where he could go to different doctors and get these drugs cheaper. Since 

he lost his job, he felt that selling some of his prescription drugs would be a good means for 

income. This landed him in prison, where he sits to this day. It affected not only him but also his 

whole family. The family spent such an extraordinary amount of money to bail the father out of 

jail many times, that my friend was required to move back home and find a job. The job that he 

acquired involved becoming an electrician: the same profession of his father. 

 Although the majority of the patients’ complaints of pain are legitimate, some of the pain 

medication prescribed by doctors is taking the path into the hands of non-prescription users 

(Chandra and Ozturk). In fact, prescription drugs place second only to marijuana, which is the 

most commonly abused drug. Furthermore, around 20% of the U.S. population has used a 

prescription drug for convenience or leisure purposes at least once in their life (“Prescription 

Drug Abuse”). How did this epidemic problem proliferate?  

 Many who suffer from chronic pain, and doctors alike, agree that OxyContin is very 

effective. It is coated with a time-release component that enables the pill to provide all-day relief. 

The effects of OxyContin in the bloodstream is similar to that of heroin (Fox). Surprisingly, 

though, it is perceived to be safer because it comes from a doctor’s office and the dose is known. 

The dosage also ensures purity that “street drugs” cannot, which can be attractive to users 

(Chandra and Ozturk). It seems obvious then that OxyContin would be the preferred prescription 

pain killer to misuse. The startling fact, though, is that the main group affected is middle-aged 

Americans, the working class (Fox). When you look at the main reasons for being prescribed 

pain killers, though, this seems to make a direct correlation. Many times, people have a common 
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injury from, for instance, lifting a heavy object at work the wrong way. The pain might have 

gone away with Advil, but instead a doctor prescribed OxyContin. Now the middle-class worker 

has the potential to become an addict. This is not a stretch of the imagination; nearly 75% of 

people who use medications like OxyContin wind up becoming dependent on the drug 

(“Opiates”).  

Prescription drug abuse is on the rise mainly because access to the drugs, even without a 

prescription, is easy. On the web, it is possible for even underage people to obtain these 

medications (“Prescription Drug Abuse”). This widespread availability can be attributed to the 

fact that the drugs are legal, which also makes awareness of diversion a laborious task. In 

response to this rise in prescription pain killer addiction, the National Institue of Drug Abuse 

constructed a public campaign to provide information about this issue to the general population. 

The Community Anti-Drug Coalition of America acknowledged this information and a 

prevention plan was set into motion. It entails that physicians should be more knowledgeable of 

their patients and be able to target those abusing the medications, provide pharmacists with the 

information needed to analyze the deviant use of these prescriptions, and educate young children 

and their families about the consequences of prescription pain killer addiction and dependency 

(Chandra and Ozturk). The real problem that we are facing is that doctors are prescribing 

medicine for the symptoms of back pain. This in turn means that they are failing to focus on 

solutions to cure the back problem itself (Campbell 27-9). Some patients have even admitted that 

pain killers and muscle relaxers did not prove to help them. When the medication wore off, the 

symptoms did not subside with it (Liddle, Baxter, and Gracey). 

Many solutions are available for back pain, regardless of the type of injury. When 

someone first begins to have back pain, they should rest, but not excessively; too much can 
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worsen the problem by making your muscles and ligaments stiff (Orr). Also, it would be a good 

idea to take over-the-counter medications like Ibuprofen or Acetaminophen to lessen the 

intensity of the pain. At this point, if the pain has still not gone away, the person should call a 

doctor. The doctor should be made aware at this point that the patient would like to proceed 

treatment without the influence of narcotic pain killers. The point here is that the responsibility 

of fixing this prevalent problem of addiction lies not only within the doctor, but also with the 

patient. For temporary relief from the pain, continue taking the over-the-counter medicines. 

Instead of asking for a prescription for pain medication, the patient should ask his or her doctor 

about a referral to a physical therapist or a surgeon, whichever is appropriate to the condition at 

hand. In addition, many prevention strategies like learning the ergonomics of lifting in the 

workplace could deter many of these injuries from happening.  

Exercise is also a very useful weapon against back pain, focusing on core strength 

(“eMedicineHealth”). The goal of physical therapists is to return the individual to their normal 

activities of daily living by increasing their functional abilities (“American Physical Therapy 

Association”). In attending physical therapy, the patient will be provided with stretches and 

exercises that they can do both in the clinic and at home. More than likely, the patient would also 

receive a soft-tissue immobilization, also known as a massage, used to relax the muscles. Two 

other modalities that are commonly used in a physical therapy setting is cold therapy 

(cryotherapy) and heat therapy. If the injury is one that has just occurred from the result of a 

forceful collision, the physical therapist considers the injury acute. This type of injury is 

normally followed by swelling. In this instance, it would be beneficial to use cryotherapy to 

diminish the puffiness and lessen the discomfort. This is efficient because ice constricts the 

blood vessels, which in turn limits blood flow to the affected area. On the other hand, if the 
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injury advanced with no specific cause and does not go away, it is referred to as chronic pain. In 

general, heat therapy is used to abate pain persisting because of tension or hypersensitivity. This 

method is useful because it has the opposite effect on the blood vessels. Supply of blood flow to 

the affected area is amplified. This can provide the same positive outcome as soft-tissue 

mobilization. The remarkable thing about these modalities is that they can be used in the clinic or 

at home, since a patient is normally seen only two to three times a week (Quinn). In the event 

that condition requires surgery, the patient will need to seek a surgeon or another provider or 

advanced medical care. 

In conclusion, it is very important that we, the doctor and the patient, look at the 

addiction to prescription drugs and find solutions to prevent this problem from continuing. 

Although relieving pain is good, this will deter us away from the perception that reducing pain is 

beneficial in solving the overall complication. By using methods and modalities in the absence of 

pain medications, we can essentially keep those abusing prescription pain medicine away from 

the doctors’ offices while also combating the issue of possibly leading the legitimate patient into 

a seemingly irreversible life of addiction and dependency. 
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Methylmercury and the Human Effects	  

Americans have begun changing their attitude about food and exercise over the last 

five years.  Unfortunately, this means people are eating more fish than ever because they’re told 

it is healthy.  Although fish is a healthier alternative to a lot of the things Americans eat, it has 

become more and more contaminated with mercury due to our continued improper dumping of 

hazardous waste containing mercury.  I encourage people to eat healthy and exercise regularly, 

but we must be careful and knowledgeable about what we put into our body and recognize the 

effects when we have a negative reaction to something we ingest.  This will continue to be an 

issue until we begin changing our attitude about the environment and our practices of safely 

disposing hazardous waste.  The environment needs to become an issue people consider when 

making decisions instead of being an afterthought.  Once we stop polluting our environment, we 

can stop worrying about contaminating our food.	  

How Mercury Enters the Environment	  

Although mercury is naturally found in the environment in low levels, we have started 

finding this compound in much larger concentrations than previously found.  Mercury has a 

dramatic effect on plants and wildlife, especially in fish, as it is metabolized from mercury to 

methylmercury.  Procedures which use metal or alkali processes such as acetaldehyde, 
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incineration of coal and medical supplies, and the mining of gold, contribute to elevated mercury 

levels in the environment.  Inorganic mercury can metabolize to methylmercury due to anaerobic 

organisms that live in lakes and open oceans; this creates the volitization of the toxicant but the 

concentration is very minimal (“Mercury and the Environment”).  However, the most common 

way in which mercury reaches the environment is through atmospheric deposition as elemental 

mercury in the atmosphere makes its way to the surface of the Earth and persists in circulation 

for decades.  The natural sources of mercury include volcanoes, geologic structures containing 

mercury, and volitization of mercury in oceanic water contributing to atmospheric mercury 

(“Mercury in the Environment”).  If a contaminated environment is not in a populated area, 

natural processes commence in an attempt to naturally remove some of the mercury over a 

period of time.  With the world’s population growing rapidly, there is less and less open area and 

more people.  The result is a greater stress on our environment, as well as more pollution.	  

Biomagnification in Fish	  

As mercury enters the environment, plants and wildlife are consuming this metal due to 

its presence in their habitat.  Starting with bacteria and plankton, the mercury is ingested and 

makes its way up the food chain to fish.  As fish consume the microscopic organisms containing 

the metal, the concentration of mercury increases (this is the case with every step up the food 

chain).  In order to excrete the toxicant, the fish must change the mercury into methylmercury 

through a process called biomagnification.  In biomagnification, we see a parent material that 

undergoes drastic changes to make it more toxic than the parent material (Lu); in our case, 

mercury is the parent material while methylmercury is the byproduct.  Alcohol has this same 

affect in humans; we consume alcohol, our body begins breaking it down; however, it becomes 

more toxic before our body can excrete the alcohol.  Unlike alcohol in the human body, fish 
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cannot excrete the methylmercury; therefore, it is stored in their adipose (fat) tissue and will 

remain there for seventy-two (72) days in fish (“Methylmercury”).  Methylmercury 

concentrations vary depending on the type of fish and the body of water which it was found in.  

Larger fish that eat other fish tend to be the fish we find with elevated levels of methylmercury.  

These fish include largemouth bass, tilapia, walleye, sharks, swordfish, tuna, cod, and herring 

(“Human Health Criteria”).  With this toxic substance deeply embedded in the adipose tissue of 

common fish we all eat, a fisherman hauled in tons of contaminated fish that will hit grocery 

stores by the end of the week.	  

Methylmercury and the Human Body	  

After a trip to the store, your family is having local fish for dinner tonight. But 

unbeknownst to you or your family, this fish is one of the tons of contaminated fish which are 

sold to the public every day.  Unlike preparing chicken, where cooking it to the proper 

temperature will kill any salmonella, the methylmercury in fish cannot be reduced during the 

cooking process.  Once humans ingest contaminated fish, the contaminant is in immediate 

contact with our gastrointestinal tract and there is no barrier in the human body that can stop it.  

Our body has a blood-brain barrier and a placental barrier that allows some chemicals and 

substances in our blood to pass through to our brain or to a fetus in pregnant women.  These 

barriers are permeable layers that can inhibit chemicals that are not lipid-soluble while allowing 

lipid-soluble compounds to penetrate.  Instead of blocking the methylmercury from passing these 

barriers, it is able to sneak by and enter the fetus’ blood stream or interact with our brains as it 

searches for proteins to attach to in the human body (“Health Effects”).  We are not worried 

about the mercury being ingested because it is not lipid-soluble and cannot penetrate the blood-

brain barrier; however, it is an extremely harsh skin irritants which can cause you to shed skin, 
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swell up, become discolored or itch (“Mercury”).  Developing fetuses and young infants are 

extremely sensitive to methylmercury and have been connected to severe damage of the central 

nervous system.  The extent of the damage, as is the case with all toxicants, is based upon the 

size of the dose and duration of exposure.  Since the symptoms of methylmercury poisoning in 

infants are so similar to cerebral palsy symptoms, it is believed that methylmercury is one cause 

for the disease (“Methylmercury Poisoning”).  Interestingly, pregnant women who ingest 

methylmercury through the consumption of fish have been found to have no effects on their 

nervous system while their baby has extensive damage.  Seemingly, all the methylmercury 

doesn’t attack the mother and passes the placental barrier in hopes of binding to proteins in the 

developing fetus.  The Centers for Disease Control announced all humans contain trace levels of 

methylmercury, but not enough to cause damage (“Mercury”).  After adults consume 

methylmercury, it is completely metabolized by the gastrointestinal tract as it attempts to bind to 

proteins in our body and has a half-life of seventy to eighty (70-80) days in adults as opposed to 

the longer half-life in fish.  In adults, methylmercury has been found to increase the risk of 

cardiovascular disease as well as causing autoimmune affects in sensitive individuals (“Health 

Effects”).	  

Hazardous Fish and Ways to Reduce Hazard	  

The fish that we must worry about are some of the fish we see in our grocery stores and 

are rather common.  To protect ourselves from these contaminated fish, we need to recognize 

environments that are conducive to higher concentrations of methylmercury.  Environments that 

tend to lead to higher levels of methylmercury include wetlands, lakes with low pH in Northeast 

United States, newly flooded reservoirs, the Florida Everglades, and coastal wetlands (“Mercury 

in the Environment”).  Although we usually purchase our fish instead of catching it ourselves, 
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we must recognize where hazards lie all around us and attempt to avoid them.  Before consuming 

any fish that you personally catch, consult your local health department for more details on the 

health of your local rivers, lakes, or ponds to ensure the fish you eat are clean.  Since the 

methylmercury is stored in the adipose tissue of fish, younger fish tend to have lower 

concentrations because they don’t have as much adipose tissue as older fish (“Methylmercury in 

Sporting Fish”).  Instead of purchasing larger fish at a grocery store, we should purchase more 

small fish to ensure they have a lower concentration of mercury as they have less adipose tissue 

stored.  Pregnant women must also be made aware of issue due to the very harmful effects it can 

unleash on her developing fetus.  Pregnant women should avoid consuming the common fish that 

contain mercury, and if you want to be safe, even stop consuming fish.  Children are also 

affected greatly due to their rapidly developing nervous and immune systems and should also be 

cautious when consuming fish due to unsafe levels of methylmercury that can harm their nervous 

system.	  

As some environmental issues can hit close to home like this case, I hope people start 

respecting the environment and recognize its importance to our lives.  Without a clean 

environment, we cannot have healthy lives and there needs to be a change in philosophies.  It is 

hard to make environmental changes after we’ve polluted the environment.  We need to have 

safer practices that lead to less pollution so we all benefit in the long run.	  
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Waterjet Machining 

The manufacturing industry is continually changing. New ideas and products are 

constantly being developed to better meet the needs of the customer. The new products must be 

of high quality, but they must also be produced cost effectively. Engineers are always searching 

for new methods or equipment to make producing a product safer, faster, and more cost effective 

while still meeting the high-quality standards that a customer expects. This drive for new 

methods and equipment is nowhere more evident than in the field of machining of complex part 

geometries, with customers demanding more complex parts in both very small and very large 

sizes. Formerly, these parts would be made using conventional machining methods such as EDM 

(electron discharge machining), plasma cutting, or a milling center. However, waterjet 

machining is an emerging solution that many companies are beginning to utilize rather than 

conventional methods. Waterjet machining has numerous benefits over conventional machining 

processes. It is a method that has been in existence for quite some time; however, according to 

waterjets.org, waterjet machining did not start becoming popular until the mid-1990s. The surge 

in popularity was due to new technologies becoming available in the field of waterjet machining 

as well as a greater awareness of the benefits presented by this type of machining: “Waterjet 

machining today is like EDM machining back in the 1970s when EDM was relatively new. 

People didn’t know a lot about it, but once they saw its capabilities they loved it” (Lorincz 53). 
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 Of the advancements in waterjet machining, one of the most significant and critical in 

bringing waterjets into common use has been the simplification of machine setup. In the past, 

properly setting a waterjet machine (sometimes shortened to waterjet) to make a part was 

challenging and not very practical. Advancements in the software and models that control the 

waterjet machines have made the setup and use of the machine quicker and simpler, even for an 

inexperienced operator or while doing setup for a more difficult shape such as a bevel. In his 

article “Waterjet bevel cutting made easy,” Dr. John Olsen states, “These advancements [better 

programs/software] meant that accurate and repeatable 2-D parts could be produced in relatively 

thick material by a relatively inexperienced operator directly from a 2-D CAD file.” The more 

advanced and simplified programming methods available from the new software have also 

allowed waterjet cutting to become a process for creating 3-D parts. In earlier years waterjets 

were used only to cut parts in flat stock, and 3-D machining was left to other competing 

processes. As mentioned in Tim Heston’s “Going 3-D: A matter of control,” the advanced 

software available today allows 3-D cutting on waterjets to be much more practical on 

fabrication shop floors. Waterjet machining can now challenge other machining methods where 

previously it was not practical. 

Waterjet advantages and disadvantages compared to EDM 

 Waterjets can perform many of the same functions as an EDM machine while having 

significant advantages. EDMs are commonly used to machine very complex shapes at extremely 

tight tolerances. One major advantage is that waterjets can cut a much greater number of 

materials whereas EDMs can cut only conductive materials such as steel. Also, waterjets not 

only cut faster but also require less setup time. Various types of EDM require start holes which 
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are created in a separate process. A waterjet creates its own start holes and, therefore, eliminates 

a production step. 

 The only major disadvantage of waterjet machining as compared to EDM is precision. An 

EDM machine can achieve accuracy of ±0.0005” while a waterjet can reach only ±0.005”. If 

extreme tolerance is required, it is best to use an EDM; however, under most conditions, a 

waterjet machine is going to be much quicker and more cost effective, making it the logical 

choice. 

Waterjets compared to plasma cutting 

Plasma cutters are commonly used when large parts are cut from thick stock material. 

Waterjets are being used to replace plasma cutters in this aspect due to significant advantages. 

Waterjets do not have a heat-affected zone (HAZ). This is a major advantage over plasma cutting 

in particular (though also an advantage over other types of machining such as milling, EDM, or 

laser). The HAZ is caused by the heat generated by a cutting tool or, in the case of plasma 

cutting, the plasma gas. The heat causes a change in the properties of the material being cut, and 

many times these changes are not desirable. When doing setup or design work for machines that 

cause a HAZ, the changes must be accounted for to insure a quality product is produced. The 

high heat generated by the plasma torch limits the materials it can cut to those that do not easily 

melt. According to waterjets.org, waterjets completely eliminate this issue as the highest 

temperature attained during a cut is about 120º F. Another advantage of waterjets over plasma is 

that the waterjet can attain higher accuracy so it can be used to create smaller and finer parts. 

I have experience with cutting small parts using a plasma cutter, and it proved to be very 

challenging. The plasma cutter is so powerful that many times, when cutting small parts, the 

edges would be very ragged, and the accuracy of the part would be poor. Using a waterjet to 
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make the same part would have removed the issues described above while still maintaining a 

high level of power needed to cut thicker and bigger parts. 

The only disadvantage of waterjet cutting compared to plasma cutting is speed. A plasma 

cutter can cut faster than a waterjet machine; this is particularly the case with thick parts. The 

advantages of waterjet machines outweigh the slower cutting speeds, and generally there are 

more benefits to using a waterjet machine rather than a plasma cutter. 

Waterjets machines and milling centers 

Milling centers are an extremely popular option when performing machining operations; 

however, a significant disadvantage involves the use of fixturing. The fixture(s) locate and hold 

the part so the cutting tool can properly make the necessary cuts. Fixtures are often complex, 

expensive, time-consuming to produce, and often required when machining parts in a milling 

center. On a waterjet, fixturing is generally not needed. The part simply must be fastened to the 

cutting table on the waterjet; therefore, the cost of making a part is greatly reduced. Another 

advantage of waterjets is the almost limitless materials that can be cut. Waterjets.org says that 

among the few materials that waterjets cannot cut are diamond, tempered glass, and a small 

number of very hard ceramics. Milling centers simply do not have the capability of cutting such 

a broad range of materials. Though a significant number of materials could be cut using a milling 

center, many could be cut on a waterjet machine much more economically. Another significant 

cost associated with using milling centers is the cutting tools. They must be continually changed 

for different materials and cuts being performed. Also, the tools wear out and are very expensive 

to replace. Waterjets almost completely eliminate this problem, as the only cutting tool is water, 

and the components that create the high-pressure water-cutting stream take much longer to fail 
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than the milling cutting tools. Waterjets are also easier on the environment as there is no 

contaminated cooling fluid to dispose of like there is with a milling center. 

Disadvantages of waterjet machining compared to milling centers involve speed and part 

complexity. Milling centers can cut more complex parts and can usually machine at higher 

speeds. Though waterjets are being used to cut more complex parts than in the past, as of yet 

they simply cannot match the greater accuracy of a milling center. Nevertheless, the ability of a 

waterjet machine to cut a broad array of materials will generally mean that it is more efficient to 

use it, rather than making the part on a milling center. John Loos states in “Double Up,” 

“Components that we used to do on drills or mills we’ve moved to the waterjet because it cuts 

features more efficiently.” 

Conclusion 

Though not perfect, waterjet machining enjoys various significant advantages when 

compared to other types of machining operations. Though waterjets were not discussed in 

comparison to every type of machining operation, many of the same advantages and 

disadvantages are apparent when waterjets are compared to the other kinds of operations. In 

addition, it is becoming more common to pair a waterjet machine with one or more of the 

competing machining operations. This greatly increases flexibility and production efficiency and 

allows a company to be more competitive. However, if only one machine can be utilized, a 

waterjet simply has the most beneficial features and is the best choice. As discussed previously, 

when using a waterjet machine, a company has the ability to produce a greater variety of parts 

from an almost limitless number of materials. In addition, the parts can be made with greater 

efficiency, and ultimately a high-quality product is delivered to the customer at a lower price.
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Child Life Specialists: 

Who Are They and Why Hire Them? 

As a Family Studies and Health Services Administration major, I have become very 

familiar with the professions found in a hospital setting and how they are beneficial to the 

hospital. A goal of professionals in a hospital is to work together as a team to do the best they 

can for a patient and create the best possible atmosphere during their stay. It is for this main 

reason I believe that all hospitals should have a child life specialist available on their 

professional teams. Child life specialists are “trained professionals with expertise in helping 

children and their families overcome life’s most challenging events” (Child Life Profession 

Section, 2010, para. 1). Child life specialists work to ease a child’s anxiety while staying in a 

hospital. They do this through medical play, pictures, talking through procedures, and other 

activities that are age appropriate. Unfortunately, not all hospitals offer child life services or any 

program that provides these services. Many hospital administrators fail to hire child life 

specialists onto their staffs because they do not understand what a child life specialist is or what 

their purpose is in a hospital setting. 

Most child life programs are very young relative to other programs in the medical field, 

with the child life profession having been developed only in the 1920s. Since it is a fairly young 

profession, many people today are unaware of what a child life specialist does or how they can 

be beneficial. The Child Life Council (2010) lists 450 child life programs worldwide in their 

directory. The council also lists only forty universities in the United States that currently offer 

child life academic programs, all of which are extremely competitive (Overview of Child Life 

Profession, para. 1). Even after graduating with a child life degree, child life specialists find the 

field incredibly competitive with very few job openings in hospitals. With all the benefits child 
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life specialists provide for children, their families and a medical team, it is a surprise that 

hospitals are not more willing to offer jobs in the child life area. 

  One of the most important reasons child life specialists should be required at all hospitals is 

because of the benefits they provide to patients. Without child life specialists, children go into 

major surgeries with no idea of what to expect or what might happen to them. The Child Life 

Council (2010) states that without a child life professional, “children of all ages may experience 

emotions such as fear, shame, confusion and loneliness, which can inhibit their natural 

development, and have lasting negative effects on their wellbeing” (Case for Child Life Section, 

para. 2). With the help of a child life specialist, children are able to go through each step of a 

procedure prior to surgery and gain a better understanding of what will be happening to them, as 

well as have the opportunity to ask questions about a procedure. Children have wild 

imaginations, they imagine things most of us would never even consider, for example, “A child 

who is convinced that anesthesia is a means of inducing death rather than a benign 

unconsciousness will understandably fight fiercely to avoid submission” (Thompson, 1981, p. 5). 

By working directly with a child to understand their perspective and correct any 

misunderstandings about a procedure, a child is able to go into the procedure with an open mind 

without any preconceived or incorrect notions.  

 Child life specialists are also vital to a medical team in a hospital setting. Child life 

specialists normally work as part of an interdisciplinary team, which includes other 

professionals, such as social workers, parents, nurses or physicians. These professionals may be 

too busy to realize a need a patient might have and the child life specialist is there to assist and 

recognize what needs to be done. In his biography of his daughter, Alex: The Life of a Child 

(1983), Frank Deford tells the story of Alex, who was diagnosed with cystic fibrosis at birth and 
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the procedures she underwent up until her death from the horrific disease. Throughout the book, 

Alex is faced with many hardships at a very young age and none of the hospitals she is admitted 

to have child life specialists. At one point in the biography, without anyone to field her 

questions, Alex ends up directly asking one of her doctors how much longer she has to live. 

Alex’s father describes the doctor’s response to her questioning, “He hesitated. He had been 

through this sort of thing before with other dying children, and, anyway, he knew very well he 

could not kid Alex. But he was trying to find just the right words. She grew impatient for his 

answer…” (p. 167). This is exactly the moment where a child life specialist would be able to 

intervene and have the right answer for Alex, the answer she had been looking for.  

By having a child life specialist on staff, a hospital is providing a person who is prepared 

and trained to deal with certain situations and is prepared to take over when confused children 

ask difficult questions. Child life specialists are also able to incorporate a child’s entire history 

and current psychosocial stage in preparing them for certain procedures. For example, Ana, a 

four-year-old, is currently in a stage of her life defined by egocentric thought; therefore, she 

believes the pain she feels from an illness is a form of punishment for something she has done. A 

child life specialist would be able to work with Ana “to accommodate Ana’s cognitive capacities 

and anxiety when addressing health care issues…the child life specialist must assess what issues 

can be addressed at what time” (Thompson, 2009, p. 177). Other members of a medical team in a 

hospital would not be taking the time to understand each child’s unique situation and therefore 

may miss vital information needed to treat and cure a child. Child life specialists form a one-of-

a-kind bond with patients no other adult in that child’s life, including their parents, is privy to. 

 Parents and siblings of children in hospitals can also greatly benefit from the hiring of a 

child life specialist. Not only do child life specialists work directly with children as patients in 
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the hospital, but they are also there to help the family of the patient. They can be the most 

important source of information a parent may have when a child is diagnosed, as well as provide 

an outlet for parents working through accepting diagnoses in their child. One mother speaks of 

the interactions between her daughter Alyssa, the sister of a patient (Morgan), and the hospital’s 

child life specialist named Kelly, with only positive things to say, “Kelly connected with Alyssa 

and was able to get her to open up—this is something that is rare with someone she meets for the 

first time. I guess Alyssa knew that very first day that Kelly would soon become not only her 

angel, but also Morgan’s” (Child Life Patient Stories, 2010, para. 2). Siblings are often ignored 

in hospitals with the focus staying on the actual child that has been admitted, but siblings can be 

an integral factor in a patient’s life and may have questions of their own about what is happening 

or what could happen to their brother or sister. A child life specialist is there to work with the 

siblings of patients and help them to better understand what is going on with their family and 

how it may affect their lives. 

 Child life specialists have the potential to become a fundamental member of every 

hospital staff if they are given the opportunity to make a difference. Without jobs available to 

them, graduates of child life programs have nowhere to share their knowledge and provide the 

services they have spent years learning to the many children in need of their help. Child life 

specialists give children in hospitals and their families a voice as well as providing them an 

outlet for questions and problems that would otherwise be left unanswered. 
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Social Media: 

Why Companies Should Use it as a Marketing Tool 

[A Research Paper to be Read by Any Company’s Marketing Department] 

 As social media outlets are becoming popular with consumers, companies should use 

these tools to market their products, ideas, or services for free. According to John Rognerud, 

“Social media marketing is a form of internet marketing which seeks to achieve branding and 

marketing communication goals through the participation in various social media networks” (1). 

So, what is social media exactly? According to Brake and Safko, “Social media is all activities, 

practices, and behaviors among communities of people who gather online to share information, 

knowledge, and opinions using conversational media” (10). Examples of social media include 

websites such as Twitter.com, Facebook.com, LinkedIn.com, and any online blogs. It is 

estimated that over 250 million people have accounts on Facebook alone (Zarrella 12). This is a 

large number of people, all of whom are consumers. Some companies are already using social 

media outlets. However, quite a few businesses do not utilize these tools, possibly because 

companies do not understand how these sites work or the benefits of using them.  

Using social media as a marketing tool provides several benefits. One is that it generates 

more exposure for companies. Social media can reach many more people and increase the 
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interactions with them, and the last benefit is that it provides a low-cost way of branding that 

yields high returns. First, this paper will examine the three benefits of using social media. Next, 

it will take a look at the downsides of using social media. Then it will review different types of 

social media outlets. Lastly, it will share some examples of companies using social media. 

Benefits 

The first benefit of social media is that it generates more exposure for companies. “A 

significant 81% of all marketers indicated that their social media efforts have generated exposure 

for their business” (Social Media Marketing 14). The Social Media Marketing Industry Report 

conducted surveys and found that small businesses (2 to 100 employees) were more likely to 

have greater business exposure (14). This is because smaller companies many times cannot 

afford to have a whole marketing department, and they generally have miniscule funds to put 

towards advertising and marketing efforts. With many people already accessing these websites 

each day for many hours at a time, it is easier for them to come across a company’s products on a 

website. By creating a blog or Twitter, a company creates a presence within a network that 

reaches millions of people daily. According to Dan Zarrella, author of The Social Media 

Marketing Book, “More than 346 million people read blogs, and 184 million people are bloggers 

themselves. Twitter has more than 14 million registered users, and YouTube claims more than 

100 million viewers per month” (1). This means that consumers are more connected to 

companies than ever before. By not reaching out to these people, companies are missing out on a 

large number of potential customers.  

The next benefit to using social media as a marketing tool is that it can reach many more 

people and increase the interaction with them. These websites were created to keep the 
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conversation going, and they are very interactive. Social media websites can start a conversation 

about a company product’s attributes, or shortcomings, which can lead to personal testimonials. 

Personal testimonials are a great way to market a product. Everyone experiences a time when a 

friend says, “Hey, you should try Taco Bell’s new Pacific Shrimp Taco. It was awesome,” Once 

someone we know has tried the product, we feel more comfortable trying it out as well. Now, 

instead of these testimonials being spread through word-of-mouth or television commercials, 

they are spread through blogging or YouTube. In older types of marketing and advertising like 

television commercials, newspapers, magazines, and radio, there is not an opportunity to discuss 

the idea, service, or product. One can neither immediately contact the radio and tell them you 

like or dislike a product they just advertised, nor rate a company’s customer service when their 

name appears in a newspaper article. When using social media websites, immediate feedback can 

be given, and a quick response can be expected. Social media outlets allow a target audience and 

others to interact with the website on a daily, even hourly, basis.  

The last benefit is that it is a low-cost way of branding that yields high returns. The 

primary cost involved in social media marketing is time. As the popular saying goes, time is 

money. These websites do take time to maintain. According to Dave Evans, spending just one 

hour per day is the maximum amount of time necessary to create a virtual presence in the world 

of social media (57). His book describes how one can spend an hour each day effectively using 

social media as a marketing tool. The Social Media Marketing Industry Report states, 

There is a direct relationship between how long marketers have been using 

social media and their weekly time commitment. For people just beginning with 

social media, the median weekly time commitment was two hours per week. 
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However, for folks who have been doing this for a few months, the median 

jumped to 10 hours a week. And for people who have been doing this for years, 

their median is 20+ hours each week. 

This shows that companies can spend as little or as much time as they want putting 

efforts towards using their social media outlets. Another cost, according to Internet Marketing 

and Making Money Online, may be in hiring freelance programmers or designers to create social 

media sites for you. This is not a necessary cost as they can be created through a marketing 

department or just any individual. The greatest thing about social media websites is that they are 

free. People do not have to pay for the link like on most other databases; it is completely free to 

all users alike. All the time and effort spent making these sites creates higher returns. As we saw 

with benefits one and two, it gives companies more exposure and interaction with consumers 

which then will hopefully boost company profits.  

Downsides 

Although using social media marketing provides many great benefits, many companies 

still oppose it. According to Social Media Marketing Industry Report, “People aged 30 to 39 are 

most likely to be using social media marketing (55%). Whereas people aged 50-59 are the least 

likely to be using social media marketing (39%)” (13). If a company is run by many older 

executives, they may not be in the age range of people who are most likely to use social media. 

Much opposition comes from the many people who think social media is immeasurable, but it is 

not. Other companies were created to measure the success of different marketing efforts, and 

they are often referred to as business analysts. The last opposition is that social media minimizes 

personal communication. In traditional marketing and sales, the most important thing is 
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maintaining personal relationships with clients. Now with social media, these relationships can 

be maintained digitally. Some critics are afraid that personal contact will become extinct with the 

increasing use of using technologies like cell phones, the internet, and video conferencing.  

Types of Social Media Outlets 

Over the past ten years many different types of social media outlets were created. There 

are three main types: blogging, microblogging, and social networks. “A blog is a type of content 

management system that makes it easy for anyone to publish short articles called posts” (Zarrella 

9). Blogs are meant to be conversational in tone and interactive. People might write blogs about 

the daily achievements of a company. Other blogs can simply be a way to document an 

adventure or daily life. Blogs are like an online journal where the author expresses his or her 

thoughts and feeling on topics, and others can respond back by leaving comments. “Most 

blogging software allows you to customize the look of your site through the use of themes” 

(Zarrella 17). This makes each blog more personal and specialized to an individual or company. 

The challenging part about blogs is that they need to be interesting or have material that will 

make consumers want to come back and continue to read or “follow” the blog.  

The next most popular type of social media is microblogging. “Microblogging is a form 

of blogging that limits the size of each post; for instance, Twitter updates can contain only 140 

characters” (Zarrella 31). Twitter is used to tell others what you are doing or what is going on. 

You can “tweet” links to other important new stories, or articles, and you can announce new 

events happening. The common symbol for Twitter is the blue bird which is where the term 

“tweeting” is derived from, like the sound that a bird would make. Each time a new status is 

posted; it is called a tweet. You can “follow” a company or person, which means that their 
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information will be displayed on your website. The more followers you have, the more exposure 

your webpage will receive.  

Finally there is social networking. “A social network is a website where people connect 

with friends, both those they know offline and those who are online-only buddies” (Zarrella 53). 

The most common example of this is Facebook. Facebook is made up of many peoples’ profiles. 

A profile includes information about the person, pictures of them, employment and educational 

histories, as well as hobbies and interests. This is a very easy way to stay connected with people, 

build new relationships, and maintain old ones. Networking is the most important thing for 

spreading the word about products and services. Facebook allows companies to post ads, create 

fan pages, and create events that everyone can see.  

Examples 

Finally, the following are some examples of corporate companies using social media as a 

marketing tool. For example, IBM has a website (http://www.ibm.com/blogs/zz/en/) made for its 

employees to blog about anything from the findings of their respective departments to childcare. 

Sears paired with MTV to create a website (http://www.arrivelounge.com/) for back to school 

clothes. This website includes a video of a young girl shopping at Sears for new school clothes. 

The website uses colorful designs, a music player, and interactive games. The page was created 

to entice young buyers to come to Sears for fall clothing purchases. Visa created the Visa 

Business Network on Facebook to help small business owners promote their businesses to more 

people. The site has over 80,000 small business members. Zappos, a footwear company, lets 

their employees communicate to customers through Twitter about their products. On the Twitter 

page you can see each employee’s updated tweets. One tweet read, “Thanks for the order. I’ve 
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upgraded all of your future orders for free,” on their twitter page 

(http://twitter.com/zappos_service). This shows how using social media can help your business 

quickly respond to customers.  

In conclusion, using social media as a marketing tool provides several benefits. First, it 

generates more exposure for companies. Second, it can reach many more people and increase the 

interaction with them, and finally, it is a low-cost way of branding that yields high returns. On 

the other hand, there can be several downsides, but the benefits definitely outweigh the 

negatives. Several social media websites exist on the internet today, including blogs, microblogs, 

and social networks. Lastly, there are endless examples of companies successfully using social 

media today and seeing positive results. From a large corporation to just a small business, 

everyone should utilize social media outlets as a marketing tool.  
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LOST: More Than a Television Show 

 For many people, an incredible journey began back in September of 2004. When the 

LOST pilot first aired, no one had any idea that it would quickly become a television 

phenomenon, nor did anyone expect it to affect the lives of its viewers in such an immense way. 

The show has created a vast network of die-hard fans (dubbed “Losties”) across the world whose 

philosophies on life have been molded from the hit television series. Some even have gone far 

enough to say that LOST is their religion. The show sets no boundaries, as it explores themes 

such as life and death, faith and science, spirit and flesh. Because of its monumental themes, in-

depth character development, and the mythologies that it explores, LOST has created a place in 

people’s hearts and minds that has established itself as far more than a television show. 

 Surviving the crash was just the beginning. LOST is the story of the survivors of Oceanic 

815—a commercial airliner, which was headed from Sydney to Los Angeles—and the events 

that transpire afterward. Forty-eight people are stranded miles off course on an island in the 

south Pacific that poses threats and mysteries beyond their wildest imaginations. As time passes, 

the survivors realize that their chance of being rescued is unlikely, and that if they are going to 

survive, they will have to work together. The story mainly follows fourteen core characters. It 

reveals each of their back-stories through a series of flashbacks that take us back and forth from 
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the present storyline to each character’s past life. From these flashbacks, we learn that each of 

these characters, in some way, was living a flawed life. However, we quickly learn to accept 

these flaws as part of human nature and form a bond with each character. Throughout the six 

years that the show was on air, we have witnessed the most important and noteworthy parts of 

the characters’ lives, whether it be births, deaths, let-downs or revelations. While a character’s 

flashback or flash-forward may seem insignificant at the time, each scene ultimately ties into 

something larger, which is the beauty of LOST.  

The first season introduced us to these characters and the lives that they left behind when 

they crashed on the island. This season served as an introduction, and provided viewers with a 

strong emotional connection to the survivors, each unique and compelling in their own individual 

way. The second season tipped off with a mysterious underground hatch and a group of 

seemingly menacing people on the other side of the island referred to as “The Others.” These 

people performed strange experiments and seemed to want to destroy the castaways who had 

crashed onto their island. In the third season, The Others capture several castaways. This season 

generally focuses on the feud between the survivors and The Others, and the survivors’ efforts to 

leave the island. During the finale of season three, the first flash-forward is introduced on the 

show. This vision depicts several of the survivors living life in the real world, away from the 

island. Season four was the shortest season (containing only sixteen episodes) due to a writers’ 

strike; however, it managed to be the most complex season of the show to date. During this 

season, six of the main characters manage to escape from the island and try to readjust to life 

back in the real world. The show takes a science fiction turn at the end of this season, introducing 

the concept of time travel. In season five, time travel becomes a main component and the cause 
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for much confusion among viewers, as well as the characters themselves. Those remaining on the 

island are stuck in a world where they keep flashing through different eras. The characters that 

had made it back home plan and execute their return to the island to help their friends who are 

left there. Season six portrays a new feature, which is not a flashback or a flash-forward, but 

what many viewers referred to as a “flash-sideways.” These visions depict a life off the island in 

which all the characters are in close proximity to one another, but did not recognize each other. 

This final season goes back and forth between island life to these unusual flash-sideways. This 

left viewers confused as to what was meant by the alternate reality. In the finale of the show, the 

characters begin to remember their lives on the island, and recognize one another again in the 

flash-sideways. At the very end, they all come together in a gathering room that appears to be a 

church, and brace themselves for whatever comes next. It seems that this alternate reality is 

actually an afterlife of sorts, in which they all needed to come together in order to continue on. 

The finale strongly demonstrates the spiritual aspects of LOST, which had always been a 

poignant factor within the show. The battle between science and faith was a main theme 

surrounding LOST throughout the show’s existence, and in the end, it seems that faith prevailed. 

However, the journey itself that LOST presented throughout the years is so much more 

significant than the actual resolution of the show. Author Marc Oromaner said it best in his book 

The Myth of LOST: Solving the Mysteries and Understanding the Wisdom: “Lost is more than 

just a show. It’s a microcosm of the real world. How the series ends isn’t nearly as important as 

what it is teaching us in weekly episodes” (Oromaner 68). 

Clearly, those who think that television is making America stupid haven’t watched LOST. 

I am the kind of person who feels lazy when I watch television. I view television generally as a 
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mindless, time-wasting activity; however, when I am watching LOST, I feel as though I’m 

exercising my mind and becoming a better thinker. Amidst its complicated concepts such as time 

travel, morality, and life-and-death dilemmas, LOST is loaded with philosophical references and 

seemingly Biblical scenarios. A cast photo was released in the weeks leading up to the final 

season, depicting Leonardo da Vinci’s The Last Supper for clues to the show’s ending. Of 

course, this photo was highly scrutinized by fans, especially by those who followed some form 

of Christianity. The Cleveland Plain Dealer newspaper analyzed the photo in the Sunday arts 

section, speculating character ties to this notable piece of art: “John Locke is seated in the 

‘savior’ position, which could mean he’s a Christ or anti-Christ figure. Jack is standing to the 

right of Locke, where Doubting Thomas sat. This may foreshadow an internal struggle to believe 

in a greater meaning without the availability of hard physical evidence” (Dawidziak E1). The 

names of characters allude to famous philosophers and great thinkers throughout history: John 

Locke, Jeremy Bentham, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and Mikhail Bakunin, for example. While most 

primetime television dramas revolve around a thin plot laden with sex and scandal, LOST 

investigates a deeper meaning to reality and existence. Oramaner continues to explain the show 

by stating, “Lost is based on the same myth as The Matrix, The Wizard of Oz, Alice in 

Wonderland, etc. These myths illustrate that life is an illusion that requires us to go on a quest to 

discover who we really are and that we can go home at any time simply by waking up to this 

truth” (Oromaner 111). 

The many dedicated fans prove why LOST is more than a simple television show. 

Websites such as www.lostpedia.com offer message boards and blogs that allow fans to theorize 

and discuss the latest happenings of the show. Even other media outlets cannot escape the LOST 
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phenomenon. For instance, a recent entry on www.postsecret.com expresses one viewer’s 

thoughts on LOST. This website is designed for those who wish to submit an anonymous secret, 

whether it be funny, sad, or spontaneous. This viewer articulated the way that many others 

probably felt toward the end of the final season: “LOST helped me form my philosophy on life. 

I’m worried about how I’ll feel when the show ends this year” (PostSecret). The show is 

broadcasted in several countries, including the United States, The United Kingdom, Canada, 

Ireland, Australia, and New Zealand. Its vast airings have allowed the show to reach a wide fan-

base, ranging all across the world. Comic Con, an international convention for comics and art 

hosted in San Diego, had a LOST feature in 2009. Supportive fans camped outside for nearly an 

entire day before the event opened in order to be first in line at the LOST panel; many dressed as 

their favorite characters. This emphasizes the wide impact LOST has had on its viewers all across 

the world. People came to the festival to discuss the show and celebrate its legacy.  

Some people argue that LOST isn’t the great show that many others perceive it to be. 

Adam Sternbergh, a writer for New York TV—The Magazine is one of those who are in no way 

moved by the show. His article is from the standpoint that the viewers were being unfairly 

treated by a story that had no direction, nor answers to give, but rather wrote itself into a corner, 

narrowly avoiding a complete framework collapse. According to him, “Puzzles are meant to be 

solved, not prolonged. You can tease viewers only so long before they feel like they’re being 

mocked” (Sternbergh 15). Those who do not watch it regularly may find themselves confused 

with the strange and unexpected plot twists that occur, and thus lose interest because of its 

complexity. Some fans abandoned the show when science fiction concepts were more heavily 

introduced, such as monsters, supernatural powers, and most notably—time travel. Others 
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complained that the writers didn’t even know how to end the show themselves, and were just 

taking random ideas and throwing them into the plot to keep the show from getting boring and 

predictable.  

Frustrations with LOST can be resolved most simply by watching the show and paying 

close attention. This is not a show for casual viewers, or those who want something to unwind to, 

which defines a majority of those who watch primetime television. It is a show that keeps its 

viewers on the edge of their seats, and begs to be questioned and debated. LOST does not simply 

feature a crew of attractive actors arguing over trivial matters. Nowadays, television is generally 

comprised of lighthearted dramas and reality shows. LOST managed to survive for six long 

seasons against the odds. Rather than wait until ratings diminished, LOST ended on its own 

terms, something that many shows are not capable of doing. Those with an open mind should 

have no trouble following LOST through all of its groundbreaking, albeit outrageous, scenarios 

and life lessons. 

Although many viewers don’t buy into the significance of LOST, there is surely a benefit 

to this pragmatic stance. The debates that ensue embody the main theme of the show, which is 

that life is what you make of it, and thus LOST is what one makes of it. Healthy discourse 

develops communication and allows us to think on a deeper level. Regardless of the source, it is 

good to have something to believe in. Opinions, positive or negative, are always valuable. A fan 

who posted within a LOST discussion following the show’s finale put into words what many 

faithful viewers were feeling: 

Great art doesn't spoon-feed answers, great art asks great questions and lets the 

listener, watcher, participant apply their own conclusions. I love the way LOST 
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ended because the show lives on as we can debate the questions we still have. To 

definitively answer everything would have killed the conversation. Whether or 

not you like that is dependent on what your expectations were, but I believe that it 

was all intentional and actually serves the story and the true fan much better, as it 

includes us and trusts us to come up with some great theories. After all, isn't that 

what this show has always been about? Because once you put a ceiling on it, it 

diminishes the possibilities and takes away the powerful concepts. (“Lost: The 

End (2)”) 

Regardless of one’s view on the LOST series, the show has broken ground that no other 

television show has before. It has provoked viewers to search for something more, and to 

speculate about some very heavy topics. It could be said that no other show has caused viewers 

to ask as many questions as LOST has. Throughout six seasons, it has made a significant mark in 

the media world as we know it. Perhaps in the future a show will exhibit a similar magnitude as 

LOST has created, but until then, and probably after, the legacy of LOST will live on. 
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Hawkeye Pierce Could Take Peyton Manning in a Fight 

I’m definitely not what you would consider a football fan, but the 2010 Super Bowl 

grabbed my attention. While I didn’t watch the Saints play the Colts, 106 million other people 

did. Super Bowl XLIV broke the record for most television viewers of a single program. Since 

1983, this record was held by the long-running television series, M*A*S*H. The series finale 

brought in 105.97 million viewers, making it the most watched episode in U.S. television history. 

According to the 2008 edition of The World Almanac and Book of Facts, M*A*S*H, Cheers, and 

Dallas are the only scripted television shows in the top 20 most–watched television programs. 

The other 17 programs in the top 20 are either Super Bowls or Olympic coverage. I always knew 

the show’s series finale held this record, but the recent news about the Super Bowl made me 

wonder what led M*A*S*H to its record-holding finale. Its run ended five years before I was 

born, but I became an avid fan through syndication. M*A*S*H captured a nation in a way that 

took 27 years to match, and it was because of numerous factors all working simultaneously. The 

social factors of the time period, its groundbreaking conventions, and its memorable characters 

all contributed equally to the success of M*A*S*H.  

In many ways, M*A*S*H was the right show at the right time. According to Rick 

Worland (1998), “While the characters on M*A*S*H literally bound up soldiers’ wounds, the 

weekly program metaphorically helped the nation bind up its wounds from Vietnam” (18). Even 
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though it was set during the Korean War, it captured the absurdity of combat and in the process 

became an outlet for the nation’s feelings about Vietnam. M*A*S*H was able to take the antiwar 

feelings of America and express them through television. Because it was set during a different 

time period, the show could lampoon the outrageous conventions of war without blurring the line 

between sitcom and news broadcast. During the Vietnam War, television was overrun with news 

broadcasts that showed just how devastating the war was. M*A*S*H brought a new contrast to 

this because it acknowledged the seriousness of the Vietnam War while simultaneously giving 

America a way to cope with that horror through comedy and protest.  

The antiwar spirit of M*A*S*H played a large role in its success amongst Vietnam–era 

viewers. Carl Freedman (1990) said that by the 1970’s and 1980’s, “The largest generation in 

American History began looking back to the sixties as the period of their own coming of age. For 

this generation […] the sixties was not only the time of their youth, but a period when social and 

political crisis seemed simpler” (98). M*A*S*H was in part so successful because it captured the 

rebellion of an earlier time period. Every episode ridiculed the establishment in some way, 

ranging from full–on parody all the way to subtle satire. In the episode “5 O’clock Charlie” 

Hawkeye and Trapper try to get an incompetent North Korean pilot to bomb the camp’s ammo 

dump in order to stop the equally incompetent Major Burns from using his anti-aircraft gun. 

Freedman goes on to say, “Eventually [M*A*S*H] became—along with a few Norman Lear 

shows like All in the Family and Maude—the series which, in the seventies, finally dragged 

network television into the seventies” (93). M*A*S*H became the source for a feeling of 

rebellion that had been lost by the time it debuted, and it acted as a welcome reinvention of the 

kinds of antiwar feelings that were once demonstrated so often.  
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M*A*S*H also premiered during an era when television had the ability make a difference 

and reality was a subject matter, not a genre. M*A*S*H became part of what is now widely 

regarded as TV’s greatest night of programming. Along with All in the Family, The Mary Tyler 

Moore Show, The Bob Newhart Show, and The Carol Burnett Show, M*A*S*H was part of a 

television lineup that has never been matched in quality or ratings. Between 1973 and 1974, this 

Saturday night lineup made television history for CBS. M*A*S*H came out during a time when 

television was an escape at the forefront of American entertainment. In regards to the quality and 

importance of this lineup, Jim McKairnes (2008) asks, “Might today’s comedy writers take a 

lesson, for the sake of both their longevity and the genre’s?” By today’s standards, Saturday 

night is the death slot for new television programs. During the later years of the Vietnam War, 

though, Saturday night became a time to escape and M*A*S*H was the perfect way for people to 

acknowledge their discontent with the war by laughing at it. M*A*S*H was definitely a product 

of the time period, and it became a hit because it was exactly what the people of the time period 

needed. 

Along with the numerous time period factors, M*A*S*H was something completely new 

for broadcast television. It is widely considered to be the first dark comedy on television. James 

Poniewozic (2007) ranks it as one of 17 shows that changed television. He goes on to say, 

“Before M*A*S*H the line between TV comedy and TV drama was as well demarcated as the 

DMZ between the two Koreas” (52). M*A*S*H was the first show to so fully mix drama and 

comedy. The comedy in the show was ridiculous and unrelenting while the drama was 

heartbreaking. Even episodes that were seemingly lighthearted retained an undertone of 

awareness. In “Adam’s Ribs” Hawkeye leads a mess tent revolt and spends the rest of the 

episode trying to have ribs delivered from Chicago. Although he finally succeeds in his 
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outrageous quest, the episode ends with a reminder of the realities of war when a bunch of 

wounded soldiers arrive at the 4077. The doctors played jokes on each other, drank excessively, 

and had no respect for authority, but they were also entirely conscious of the situations around 

them. The show had the ability to jump back and forth between outrageous slapstick and 

incredibly affecting drama.  

M*A*S*H was also at the forefront of the fight against laugh tracks. Laugh tracks have 

long been a part of sitcoms, but shows like 30 Rock, Scrubs and My Name is Earl all owe their 

lack of laugh track to M*A*S*H. According to Biography Magazine (2002), lead actor Alan 

Alda signed onto the show only after the producers agreed to show the seriousness of the war by 

weaving operating room scenes into the show. While the majority of M*A*S*H did employ a 

laugh track, CBS eventually agreed to leave it out of the operating room scenes. This was a big 

step for a sitcom in the 1970’s, and the decision made the show’s dramatic scenes that much 

more real.  

Although M*A*S*H was part of a long line of military sitcoms, it treated authority in a 

completely different way. According to Rick Worland, “In the traditional service comedies, 

criticism of the military wasn’t directed at the institution itself but at inept individuals.” Worley 

goes on to explain that the show inverted this by making the traditional inept leader into one of 

the talented non-conformists and turning the by-the-book military characters into the enemy. The 

protagonists of M*A*S*H were the ones who didn’t believe in the war but continued to save 

lives because that was what they had to do. The show was a completely new spin on sitcoms, 

dramas, and military comedies. While many shows today jump back and forth between drama 

and comedy, M*A*S*H was the first and forever one of the best. 
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At its core, M*A*S*H was a show about people forced to be part of a war they didn’t 

believe in. The characters were what made the show into something unstoppable. Alan Alda’s 

Benjamin Franklin “Hawkeye” Pierce is widely considered one of the greatest characters in 

television history. Janet Cowley (2000), writes, “Hawkeye saw the worst of war—yet never lost 

his dedication, his wry sense of humor or his skill at deflating blowhards like tent mate Major 

Frank Burns” (95). Hawkeye was one of the first antiheros on television and he anchored the 

show for its entire run. He was brilliant but flawed, and that was what made him such a 

compelling character. In his performance as Hawkeye, Alda embodied the rapid jumps from 

comedy to drama that M*A*S*H did so well. One of the best visual examples of this is the 

episode in which Hawkeye jumps from a helicopter to save a wounded soldier, all while dressed 

in a homemade Santa suit. Alda summed up the complicated character of Hawkeye nicely while 

explaining what drew him to the character: “ I really like his passion…He throws himself into 

what he does. I like his dedication to his work, his responsibility, and I like his ability to cut 

through his own seriousness with a self deprecating joke” (Gehring 67). He was an antihero who 

was smarter than everyone he fought against and larger than every situation he so slyly turned 

into a joke. 

Unlike most sitcoms that came before M*A*S*H, none of the characters had been seen 

before: They were not stereotypes. Major Frank Burns was the inept character, although for the 

first time on television, he was also portrayed as the perfectly by–the–book officer. He did 

everything in perfect army fashion, and he was set up to show just how ridiculous that was. All 

of the characters were memorable and there wasn’t one who blended into the background or 

became simply a comedy caricature. McLean Stevenson’s Colonel Henry Blake led the 4077 

even though he was more likely to be seen playing poker than enforcing protocols. When 
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Colonel Blake was killed in a helicopter crash, the “regular army” Colonel Sherman Potter took 

over and proved to be just as memorable and complex. Major Margaret Houlihan did everything 

by the book, but as the show progressed she became more susceptible to the rebellious antics of 

those around her. Both Trapper John and B.J Honeycutt were equally conflicted and differently 

fitting companions, tent mates and contrasts to Hawkeye. Even the cross–dressing Maxwell 

Klinger was more than just a one–note character.  

Many critics of the show argue that it stayed on the air too long and subsequently its 

record-breaking finale was due to nostalgia for what the show once was. Many great television 

shows have continued past the point of quality, but that does not make them any less impressive 

or important. Wes Gehrig points out that people believe the show lost its dark comedy edge in 

the later years, but the same thing happened to The Marx Brothers. M*A*S*H ran for eleven 

seasons, won fourteen Emmys and drew in 105.9 million viewers for its series finale. The show 

was a force, and even if it did hang on too long, people tuned into the finale because it captured 

their attention in a way that hadn’t been seen before. Gehring also notes “the evolution of 

M*A*S*H ultimately provided a compensating alternative—a modicum of populist hope, a 

phenomenon normally antithetical to the genre of dark comedy, especially in a war setting” (69). 

Nostalgia for a once great show could not bring in the number of viewers that the series finale 

had. It was a groundbreaking show that gave people comedy, drama and hope, all wrapped up 

with an army green bow.  

As I stated initially, I decided to research M*A*S*H further because of the Super Bowl’s 

record number of viewers. Some people believe that this event is a sign that television is 

changing and even the classics aren’t immune. It took 27 years for any television event to draw 

in more viewers than M*A*S*H’s finale, and I think there was a definite reason why Super Bowl 
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XLIV was able to do this. Like M*A*S*H, the 2010 Super Bowl captured a sense of hope with 

the success of the New Orleans Saints. The Nation needed something to be wrapped up in, and 

the Saints extraordinary comeback from the devastation of Hurricane Katrina was the perfect 

event. M*A*S*H was both an escape during a period of turmoil and a way of coping. Super 

Bowl XLIV followed this tradition, and I think that had a lot to do with its record number of 

viewers. As a soccer–loving television addict, I am going to consider Super Bowl XLIV’s viewer 

ship a testament to the ideals of M*A*S*H. 

Ultimately, M*A*S*H was a success because everything came together. It came along 

during a time period when people needed to laugh at the absurdities of war without losing sight 

of how serious it was. M*A*S*H embodies the pure rebellion that had been lost since the early 

sixties. It was also a completely new kind of sitcom for broadcast television. It blended comedy 

and drama in a way that is still being imitated by television shows today. The show also 

presented unique and memorable characters. The anti-establishment became the establishment 

and some of television’s most real and complicated characters were created. The social factors of 

the time period, its groundbreaking conventions, and its memorable characters all contributed 

equally to the success of M*A*S*H. One Super Bowl may have surpassed it in viewers, but I will 

always believe in the power of a great television show over the ability to knock someone over.  
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