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Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven 
Chapter 1: Youth and Education 

When Honey Badger was young, she did not like her 
servings of food to touch each other. Once, her family went 
to a restaurant, and Honey ordered a peanut-butter-and-jelly 
sandwich — “on three plates, please.” On another trip to a 
restaurant, Honey ordered, “A dozen oysters and a glass of 
champagne.” On another trip, she ordered, “A bowl of 
cherries and whipped cream.” 

When Honey Badger was in kindergarten, her teacher 
asked the students what was their favorite food. Many kids 
named healthy foods, but Honey proudly announced, “My 
favorite food is sugar.” 

A babysitter once made Honey Badger eat meat when 
Honey did not want to eat meat. Honey put the meat in one 
of her cheeks (the one farthest away from the babysitter), 
excused herself, then went to the bathroom and spit the 
meat in the toilet. After the meal was over, Honey went 
outside and wrote a protest song about being forced to eat 
meat. The song was terrible; after all, Honey was only five 
years old. Still, it’s a good thing to start creative work 
early; after all, a journey of 10,000 hours begins with a 
single minute. Such a journey can lead to knowledge of 
such things as which musical notes make up a C-seventh. 

Honey Badger’s parents wanted their children to be 
original, and so they allowed them to do creative things 
such as paint cartoon characters on the garage, which was 
in the back and hidden from the sight of the neighbors. 
However, Honey’s parents did not allow her and her 
brother to paint the front of the house. Her parents did not 
want to unnecessarily upset the neighbors. 
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Honey Badger’s elementary school class once took a trip to 
an art museum. Honey noticed that a girl classmate stared 
at a certain spot on a painting of a naked baby Jesus, and 
Honey realized that her classmate did not have a brother.  

Honey Badger’s parents had a television set in their home, 
but they played only Spanish-language Disney DVDs on it 
so Honey and her brother would learn Spanish. Learning 
Spanish was easy for them to do because their mother was 
Hispanic and often spoke to them in Spanish. When Honey 
and her brother played at a friend’s house one day, they 
were amazed that the television set spoke English.  

After Honey had a play date with the friends with the 
television that spoke English, Honey’s parents asked her 
what she wanted to be when she grew up. She replied, “A 
Smurf.” 

When Honey Badger was very young, she believed in 
fairies, and she talked to them. (Her family did not mind 
when Honey clapped to keep Tinkerbelle alive in a 
theatrical production of Peter Pan. They clapped, too.) One 
day, her mother and her brother heard Honey talking to 
fairies. She told the fairies that she was going to the kitchen 
to get a cookie — cookies were a popular treat in her 
family. Her brother delayed Honey while her mother made 
a quick exit to and a quick exit from the kitchen. When 
Honey entered the kitchen, a plate with a few cookies and a 
glass of milk were waiting for her on a table in the kitchen. 
Honey ate the cookies and drank the milk, and then she 
thanked the fairies. (When she was older, Honey overcame 
a serious addiction to cookies and doughnuts because of an 
allergy. She thought, I must be allergic to sugar — 
whenever I eat a dozen doughnuts, my stomach swells up.) 

The fairies wrote letters to Honey and left them on the 
stand by her bed so she would find them in the morning. 
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Her parents read those letters to her during breakfast. 
Fairies like telling knock-knock jokes: 

• Knock knock.   

Who’s there?  Doris.   

Doris who?   

Doris locked, that’s why I’m knocking!  

• Knock knock.   

Who’s there?   

Banana.   

Banana who?   

Knock knock.   

Who’s there?   

Banana.   

Banana who?   

Knock knock.   

Who’s there?   

Banana.   

Banana who?   

Knock knock.   

Who’s there?   

Orange.   

Orange who?   

Orange you glad I didn’t say ‘banana’?    
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• Knock knock.   

Who’s there?   

Cows go.   

Cows go who?   

No, cows go moo!    

When Honey Badger was very young, she wanted to fly. 
She had seen Peter Pan, and she knew that in order to fly, 
you needed to think happy thoughts and you needed fairy 
dust. She asked her mother, “Do we have any fairy dust?” 
Her mother, who did not know what Honey was planning 
to do, said, “Yes, we do.” Then she got some glitter and 
sprinkled it over Honey, who went out on the porch, stood 
at the top of the stairs, thought happy thoughts, and 
launched herself into space. Honey got a black eye and 
stopped believing in fairies. 

When Honey Badger was in elementary school, she had a 
female doll that said such things as “Math is hard.” The 
doll was not a gift from her parents — her father was a 
mathematician, and her mother used math as a nurse. Her 
father taught Honey that whenever the doll said, “Math is 
hard,” Honey should reply, “Yeah, math is hard — except 
for arithmetic, geometry, trigonometry, algebra, and 
calculus.” At the time, Honey was studying arithmetic, and 
she was proud of her ability to do long division. 

When Honey Badger was about 10 years old, she saw a 
scary-looking man with tattoos and body piercings. She 
was wary, but all the man did was smile at her and say, “I 
like your purse.” Much later, she realized that the scary-
looking man was gay. At about the same thing, she realized 
that Aunt Kate was gay. She didn’t quite know yet what 
being gay was, but it seemed to involve a lot of dancing 
and appreciation of such things as a pretty decorated purse. 
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When she was older, Honey Badger and her classmates 
attended a presentation at school about being tolerant of 
gay people. Afterward, Honey and her classmates asked 
each other, “What’s the big deal? I know gay people. In 
fact, I’m related to gay people.” After the presentation, 
Honey requested of Aunt Kate, “Please explain something 
to me because I don’t understand. Why do some non-gay 
people not like gay people?” Aunt Kate joked that it was 
because they were afraid that gay people were going to 
make 20-minute dance versions of traditional folksongs, 
but then she got serious and tried to answer the question 
honestly. Unfortunately, the honest answer was this: “I 
don’t know. I don’t understand it, either.” 

Honey Badger wanted a television set of her own for her 
13th birthday, so her parents bought her a television set. For 
three days, Honey did nothing but go to school and the 
bathroom, complete her homework, eat and sleep, and 
watch TV. After three days of watching the TV sitcoms her 
friends talked about at school, Honey turned off the TV and 
told her brother and her parents, “People aren’t like that,” 
and she never turned on the TV again. After a couple of 
weeks, Honey donated the TV to a nursing home. She 
thought, When I’m very old and I have had a debilitating 
stroke and I can’t do anything but watch TV, then I’ll watch 
TV. Everyone else will be watching re-runs, but every show 
and every episode will be new to me. In the meantime, life 
is for living, not for watching people on TV pretend to live. 
Later, Honey boasted that she had killed her TV when she 
was 13. Still, Honey read reviews, and she knew that some 
television shows were worth watching. But she reflected, 
The trouble with watching TV is that while you are 
watching TV you aren’t doing something else. TV is for 
people who don’t want to live their life. 

Honey Badger’s parents often did charitable acts. For 
example, at the grocery store, her parents always bought a 
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few items to drop off at a food bank on their way home. 
One day, Honey told her father not to buy oatmeal but 
instead to buy sugar-frosted flakes because “kids are 
hungry, too, and kids like sugar-frosted flakes.” 

When Honey Badger was a teenager, she saw her mother 
do something that Honey never forgot. Her family was on a 
picnic, and a homeless man was going through some 
trashcans. Honey’s mother filled a paper plate with food — 
fried chicken, cole slaw, baked beans, and rolls — and then 
she gave it, a Styrofoam cup filled with coffee, and a 
plastic fork and spoon to the homeless man, who thanked 
her. 

When Honey Badger was in the 6th grade, she started 
becoming conscious of the opposite sex — and of the same 
sex. For a while, she thought she might be gay because of 
her appreciation — aesthetic and otherwise — of the 
female form. She confessed her thoughts to her brother, 
who told her about a gay friend of his who had worried 
about his parents rejecting him because he was gay. The 
friend had told his brother to tell his parents that he was 
gay. The friend would drive by his family’s house after 
dark, and if a light were on in a seldom-used guest room, 
that would mean that his parents were not rejecting him 
because he was gay. The gay boy’s brother did tell their 
parents, and when the gay boy drove by his house that 
evening, every light in the house was on, including the ones 
in closets and the seldom-used guest room and the back 
porch. Honey was not especially worried about telling her 
parents that she thought she might be gay, but her brother 
told them that evening while she was staying late at school 
for a class project. He also told them about telling Honey 
about his gay friend, and when Honey got home after dark, 
every light in the house was on, including the ones in 
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closets and the seldom-used guest room and the back 
porch.1 

Actually, Honey’s mother did not think that Honey was 
strictly gay. When Honey was born, her mother had looked 
her over very carefully and then told her husband, “You 
know what? I think we got a bisexual one.” Honey’s father 
had replied, “That’ll double her chances of getting a date 
for the prom.” 

When Honey Badger was in the 8th grade, she attended the 
prom. Before the prom, a problem arose. Honey and the 
other 8th-grade girls wanted to wear strapless gowns, but 
school authorities forbade strapless gowns, perhaps because 
they worried about a girl’s top falling down because of lack 
of support to keep it up. Honey started a petition that was 
signed by many, many 8th-grade girls (and by many, many 
8th-grade boys), and she delivered it to the principal, but he 
was unimpressed and declined to change the policy. 
Therefore, Honey held a meeting with some other 8th-grade 
girls and suggested a course of action. All of the girls wore 
gowns with straps to the prom, but Honey went into the 
girls’ bathroom and emerged without straps. The other 8th-
grade girls did the same thing. All of them had put scissors 
in their purse. That prom, every 8th-grade boy had a bare 
shoulder to nuzzle. 

When Honey Badger was a teenager, she became an 
activist against street harassment of women. While she and 
a girlfriend were stapling informative flyers about their 
cause on wooden construction fences and wooden poles, a 
couple of teenage boys began making sexual comments 
about Honey and her girlfriend. Honey’s girlfriend was 
scared, but Honey marched over to the boys and ordered 

                                                
1 For More Information: Chastity Bono, Family Outing (MA: Little, 
Brown and Company, 1998), pp. 217-218. 
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them, “Stop harassing me.” One of the boys said, “What? I 
can’t compliment you because you look sexy?” Honey gave 
the boy a flyer and told him, “Read this. You are harassing 
me, and I want it to stop.” She then marched off. She knew 
that the boys were watching her butt and laughing, but she 
also knew that she had made her point.  

Honey was walking down a street one day when a creep 
came up behind her and patted her bottom. Honey turned 
around and hit the man squarely in the crotch with her 
purse, which was a little bigger than a brick and which held 
a brick — carrying a brick around was Honey’s way of 
toning her arms. The man crumbled over, and Honey 
screamed every filthy obscenity she knew at him while 
threatening him with her purse. When the man was able to, 
he left as quickly as he could, but Honey still followed him, 
screaming at him and attracting lots of attention. When the 
man had recovered enough to be able to run, Honey let him 
go, and then she called the police. 

After this event, Honey Badger got her nickname. Her real 
name was Martina Donna Ramone, but her friends were 
aware of her talented ways of dealing with BS. At that time 
as well as now, a popular YouTube video that had gone 
viral was the NSFW “The Crazy Nasty[*]ss Honey Badger 
(original narration by Randall).” The clean version was 
called “Honey Badger Don’t Care.” No one thought 
Martina was nasty, but everyone thought that she didn’t 
care about the odds when it came to a fight for justice; she 
fought just as hard as the honey badger, and just like the 
honey badger, she often won. Soon, Martina’s friends 
started calling her first Honey Badger and then Honey. Not 
long afterward, her family started calling her Honey.2 

                                                
2 For More Information: Randall, “The Crazy Nastyass Honey Badger 
(original narration by Randall).” YouTube. 
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4r7wHMg5Yjg>. Accessed 16 
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Honey Badger liked her nickname. For one thing, cute boys 
called her “Honey.” So did cute girls. But Honey 
remembered seeing photographs by Evandro Monteiro of a 
Brazilian boy living on the streets who had challenged the 
police. The boy had not even reached puberty as shown by 
his lack of muscle. But the boy was angry at the police and 
he took off his shirt and threw it on the ground, showing his 
bare skin, and then he puffed out his chest and challenged 
the police. If anyone should be nicknamed Honey Badger, 
she thought, it should be that boy. Honey had read a well-
written article titled “6 Images of Kids Too Insane to Be 
Real (That Totally Are)” by Robert Brockway, who wrote 
this about the boy:  

This is not the same as a white, English-speaking 
child playing at revolutionary because he’s got the 
implied protection of society. This boy is not 
joking, and he is not safe. If he’s really a ‘street 
child,’ then those cops he’s challenging are the men 
that might make half a week’s pay for murdering 
him, and would face little to no reprisal for it. And 
if he really is a ‘street child,’ then he is utterly alone 
up there: It’s unlikely any of the other people in 
those photos have a vested interest in whether he 
lives or dies. And he simply does. Not. Care. 
Because there is nothing on this earth — not 
overwhelming odds, nor brutal police states, nor 
fear, nor violence, nor the kind of horrible, 
devouring apathy that makes things like death 
squads for children possible — that will ever, from 
now until the heat death of this whole screwed 

                                                                                              
February 2012. Also: Randall, “Honey Badger (Clean Version).” 
YouTube. <http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W05VFxtVetI>. 
Accessed 16 February 2012. 
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universe, force this kid to sit down and put his 
f[**]king shirt back on.3 

When Honey Badger was in high school, someone dropped 
a condom in a school hallway. A school authority found it, 
became very, very upset, and showed it to a few other 
school authorities, all of whom became very, very upset. 
The school authorities ordered all the students into the 
auditorium, and the principal demanded, “To whom does 
this belong?” Honey, who was a virgin at the time, thought 
the whole thing was ridiculous, and she stood up and said, 
“It’s mine.” Then Honey’s girlfriend stood up and said, 
“It’s mine.” Then a boy stood up and said, “It’s mine.” 
(Then a smart-aleck — but funny — student stood up and 
said, “I’m Spartacus!”) Then an entire row of students 
stood up and said, “It’s mine.” Then the rest of the student 
body stood up and said, “It’s mine.” Then a science teacher 
walked up to the principal and said, “It’s mine. I’ve been 
looking everywhere for it. Thanks.” The science teacher 
then took the condom and put it in her pocket. 

When Honey Badger was in high school, she wore a T-shirt 
with the legend “JESUS WAS NOT A HOMOPHOBE” 
printed on it. The principal, now a little older and a lot 
wiser, looked at Honey’s T-shirt, sighed, and said nothing. 
Honey’s First Amendment rights were not violated, 
Honey’s school did not get lots of unfavorable publicity, 
and the American Civil Liberties Union did not sue the 
school. 

When Honey Badger was in high school, bullies harassed a 
boy and called him names such as “fag” because he had 

                                                
3 For More Information: Robert Brockway, “6 Images of Kids Too 
Insane to Be Real (That Totally Are).” Cracked. 17 April 2011. 
<http://www.cracked.com/blog/6-images-kids-too-insane-to-be-real-
that-totally-are/>. 
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worn a pink shirt to school. Honey was furious and did 
research on the World Wide Web. She learned that such 
things had happened before. In a high school in Nova 
Scotia, Canada, two students — David Shepherd and Travis 
Price — had responded to a similar bullying incident by 
buying 50 pink shirts at a discount store and wearing pink 
shirts and bringing the remaining pink shirts to school the 
next day to distribute to other students to wear in school. 
They also used social media to encourage other students to 
wear pink shirts as a protest against bullying. Honey 
emulated these heroes and emptied her bank account to buy 
inexpensive pink shirts. She and her friends spread the 
word using social media and cell phones. Dozens of 
students wore pink shirts to school the next day. The 
bullying students knew why and got the message that the 
non-bullies greatly outnumber the bullies.4 

Honey Badger detested the standardized testing that 
President George W. Bush’s No Child Left Behind 
program made mandatory. Honey read about a strike of 
children who refused to take yet another standardized test. 
The students created a petition that listed their grievances, 
including the “constant, excessive and stressful testing” that 
forced them to “lose valuable instructional time with our 
teachers.” Actually, the students didn’t even boycott a real 
test — they boycotted a practice Social Studies test. How 
did they do that? They simply handed in blank practice 
exam sheets for the three-hour practice exam. Thirteen-
year-old Tatiana Nelson, one of the protest leaders, 
complained, “We’ve had a whole bunch of these diagnostic 
tests all year. They don’t even count toward our grades. 

                                                
4 For More Information: “Bullied student tickled pink by schoolmates’ 
T-shirt campaign.” CBC News. 17 September 2007 
<http://www.cbc.ca/canada/nova-scotia/story/2007/09/18/pink-tshirts-
students.html>. 
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The school system’s just treating us like test dummies for 
the companies that make the exams.”5 

When Honey Badger was in high school, her parents started 
having a problem. An escort service had opened recently, 
and the escort service’s telephone number was only one 
digit different from that of Honey’s family’s home 
telephone. Drunken men kept calling late at night to ask for 
escorts, and they were dialing the wrong number. Everyone 
discussed the problem around the dinner table. Honey’s 
parents had already called the escort service and asked it to 
change its number, but the escort service had declined to do 
so, pointing out that it had paid lots of money to advertise 
its number. Honey suggested that whenever a man called 
their house thinking that it was the escort service, her 
parents should say politely, “I’m sorry, sir, but we have 
gone out of business.” In addition, Honey suggested that 
her parents call the escort service and tell it what they were 
telling the men who called them. The idea worked. After 
her parents had told numerous men that the escort service 
had gone out of business, the escort business changed its 
telephone number. 

One of Honey Badger’s dates became overly aggressive 
and was not taking no for an answer, so Honey got out of 
the car — the boy followed her. Honey picked up a shard 
of broken glass from the parking lot and held its jagged 
edge against the boy’s crotch and asked, “Do you want me 
to cut it off? And remember: ‘No’ really means ‘yes.’” The 
                                                
5 For More Information: Juan Gonzalez, “Bronx 8th-graders boycott 
practice exam but teacher may get ax.” New York Daily News. 21 May 
2008 
<http://www.nydailynews.com/ny_local/education/2008/05/21/2008-
05-21_bronx_8thgraders_boycott_practice_exam_b-1.html>. Also: 
Allison Kilkenny, “Apathy Doesn’t Live in the Bronx.” Huffington 
Post. 23 May 2008 <http://www.huffingtonpost.com/allison-
kilkenny/apathy-doesnt-live-in-the_b_103368.html>. 
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boy became very much less aggressive very quickly. 
(Honey believed and believes that in today’s world, women 
ought to know self-defense.) 

Shortly afterward, in her senior year, Honey Badger 
stopped attending public school and started to be home-
schooled. Why? She had taken a math test, but she had 
gotten a low grade because she had not used the math 
method that the teacher wanted her to use. Her father, a 
mathematician, looked over her test, realized that Honey 
had gotten every answer right, and took her out of the 
school. Her mother, who was a nurse, and her father the 
college math professor taught her at home. Honey’s brother 
liked public school, and so he was not home-schooled. 

Honey Badger lost her virginity to a boy who knew that No 
means No. (He lost his virginity at the same time.) Honey 
taught him that Yes means Yes. (They used protection. One 
of Honey’s home-school courses was Sex Education.) 

Honey Badger worked as a server at a family-style, non-
pretentious restaurant on the weekends. A diner once left 
her a $10 tip, when a $2 tip would have been sufficient. 
Honey was pleased, but then she noticed that actually the 
“$10 bill” was a Bible tract. Honey knew that Jesus would 
not leave a Bible tract instead of a real tip. Honey was 
reading and was being impressed by the parables of Jesus, 
and especially by the parable of the Good Samaritan, but 
she thought that if this is the way Christians acted, then 
perhaps she ought to stay away from organized 
Christianity. Honey decided to keep studying Jesus’ 
parables, but to avoid organized Christianity. She did not 
rule out later returning to organized religion. 

Honey Badger did pray almost daily. For example, she 
once prayed, “Thank you, God, for abortionists, including 
late-term abortionists, because they save women’s lives. 
Sometimes, a fetus does not develop correctly. Often, these 
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fetuses are spontaneously aborted — we call these natural 
abortions miscarriages. These abortions follow the natural 
laws that you, God, set up. However, sometimes a woman 
who should miscarry does not miscarry. For example, in 
her fifth month of pregnancy a woman may find out that 
the fetus she is carrying does not have a brain and many of 
its organs are outside its body when they should be inside 
its body. Furthermore, the woman may discover that she 
will die unless this fetus — that has no chance of viability 
— is aborted. Fortunately, you, God, work through doctors. 
That woman needs to go to a late-term abortionist and get 
an abortion to save her life. Such abortionists are heroes. 
The definition of a hero is a person who risks his or her life 
in order to help other people. Abortionists risk their lives to 
help other people. For example, abortionist George Tiller 
was murdered — in church! — because he saved the lives 
of women by giving them necessary, safe, and legal 
abortions. God, please bless abortionists and especially 
late-term abortionists who provide safe and legal 
abortions.” 

In 1973, in New York City, a painter named Liz Christy 
coined the term “guerrilla gardening” after she noticed 
tomato plants sprouting in heaps of trash in derelict lots 
near where she lived. She figured that if tomato plants 
could grow there, then she could and should plant flowers 
and shrubs there. She and her friends made a garden on the 
corner of Bowery and Houston streets; the garden has 
weeping birch trees and flowering perennials, as well as 
grapes, turtles, and bees. After reading about Ms. Christy, 
Honey Badger became a guerrilla gardener and engaged in 
seed bombing, a method of delivering seeds along with 
compost and water to help the seed germinate. Honey 
creates her seed bombs from empty chicken egg shells, 
which she fills with seeds, compost, and water, and then 
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throws over fences into places where flowers are needed. 
Honey’s seed bombs are 100 percent biodegradable. 6 

Honey Badger sees good things in life, and she sees bad 
things in life. Once, she saw a man who was eating fast 
food as he walked on a sidewalk. When he was eating, he 
did not throw the fast-food containers away. Instead, he 
threw the containers over his head and behind him as he 
continued to walk forward. Honey thought, That man is 
high on suppositories! She waited until the man was far 
away from her, and then she picked up the fast-food 
containers and threw them into a nearby trashcan. A few 
days later, the man tried to pick Honey up. She told him, “I 
can see your mouth moving, but all I hear is the sound of a 
toilet flushing.” 

Honey Badger’s mother, a nurse, was an activist. After 
becoming governor of California, movie star Arnold 
Schwarzenegger was very popular until he revealed himself 
to be a bullyboy who insulted nurses and other people who 
have dedicated themselves to helping others. Early in his 
administration, he supported big business in the form of 
large hospital chains by delaying a change that would lower 
the nurse-to-patient ratio, thus missing a chance to improve 
service quality and to decrease the chances of a nurse 
making a serious mistake through overwork. As governor 
Schwarzenegger addressed 10,000 women at a state 
convention, a few nurses protested by unfurling a banner 
that read, “Hands Off Patient Ratios.” He responded by 
saying on TV, “Pay no attention … to the special interests. 
I am always kicking their butts.” Perhaps he forgot that a 
nurse’s special interest is taking very good care of very ill 

                                                
6 For More Information: Richard Reynolds, “Stand by your beds.” The 
Guardian. 25 April 2008 
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2008/apr/25/activists.conserv
ation>. 
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patients. In November of 2005, governor Schwarzenegger 
spent over $50 million of taxpayer money as he sought to 
have voters pass initiatives harming teachers and unions 
and the political process. The nurses — and the teachers, 
and the firefighters, and the voters — rejected all of 
governor Schwarzenegger’s initiatives. When the election 
results were announced to the nurses, including Honey’s 
mother, they formed a conga line and chanted, “We’re the 
mighty, mighty nurses.”7 

Honey Badger’s father was also an activist. Ronald Reagan 
made a lot of mistakes when he was President, including 
saying that trees pollute more than factories do. Pollution 
kills, and students were upset that their President 
understood so little about pollution, ecology, and the 
environment. After saying this remark, President Reagan 
visited the college where Honey’s father taught 
mathematics. Around the trees on the campus, Honey’s 
father and several students had placed signs that read, “Stop 
me before I kill again.” 

Honey Badger’s parents were amused when President-Elect 
George W. Bush stated that he could not believe the 
enormity of his being elected. They knew, as the President-
Elect perhaps did not, that some meanings of enormity are 
excessive wickedness, outrage, and monstrous evil. Or 
perhaps President-Elect Bush did know these meanings of 
enormity. 

Honey Badger respected and emulated her parents, 
including their activism and including their making fun of 
                                                
7 For More Information: Robert Scheer, “Who’s the Girlie-Man Now?” 
The Huffington Post. 8 November 2005 
<http://www.huffingtonpost.com/robert-scheer/whos-the-girlieman-
now_b_10373.html>. Also: Kathleen Sharp, “The Woman Behind 
Arnold’s Defeat.” Pacific New Service. Posted on Alternet.org on 10 
November 2005 <http://www.alternet.org/story/28058/>.  
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bad politicians. In 2006, Bill Napoli, a South Dakota State 
Senator, supported what amounted to almost a total ban on 
abortions, saying that women should not be allowed to have 
abortions even if they get pregnant for what he called 
“simple rape.” (He did say that he would make an 
exception for a religious virgin who gets pregnant from a 
brutalizing rape.) Cartoonist Stephanie McMillan saw Mr. 
Napoli’s words as expressing a belief that women shouldn’t 
be allowed to make decisions for themselves, so she created 
a cartoon in which a woman character telephones Mr. 
Napoli when she needs to make a decision about which 
salad dressing to use — the character asks Mr. Napoli, 
“Roasted pepper vinaigrette or honey mustard?” The 
cartoon included Mr. Napoli’s work and home telephone 
numbers, which many women used to call him. Honey 
Badger’s mother telephoned Mr. Napoli and asked him 
whether her bra and panties should match; another woman 
asked him whether she should use tampons or pads.8 

Honey Badger knew that for years, legislators have sought 
to regulate women’s rights to legal abortion and legal 
access to contraception. Often, these legislators are men 
who don’t want women to make their own decisions about 
their own reproductive health. Virginia state Senator (and 
Republican Caucus Chairman) Ryan McDougle (R-
Mechanicsville) introduced a bill that would force women 
seeking abortions to undergo a transvaginal ultrasound in 
which a “wand” is inserted into the woman’s vagina. 
Honey wrote a letter to Virginia state Senator McDougle to 
suggest if a “wand” is inserted into the vagina of a woman 
seeking an abortion, then it would only be fair to require a 
man seeking a prescription for Viagra to undergo a digital 
                                                
8 For More Information: Mikhaela B. Reid, “Can’t Make a Decision, 
Ladies? Call Bill Napoli.” 13 April 2006 
<http://www.inthesetimes.com/site/main/article/2595/>. The cartoon 
can be seen at <http://minimumsecurity.net/toons2006/6034.htm>. 
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prostate exam, aka the finger-up-the-male-butt exam. Then 
she wrote letters to female legislators to suggest that they 
sponsor such a bill. Each week, Honey formed the habit of 
writing a letter to a legislator. Sometimes, she criticized the 
legislator. Sometimes, she praised the legislator. 
Sometimes, she made suggestions to the legislator. 
Sometimes, she simply expressed her opinion to the 
legislator. 

In 2012, Kansas Governor Sam Brownback said that he 
would sign an anti-abortion bill. Honey Badger enjoyed 
reading the many sarcastic comments posted on his 
Facebook page in an action sometimes called sarcasm-
bombing. For example: 1) “I had sex with my wife and she 
didn’t get pregnant. I’m here to turn her in.” 2) “I just 
called your office, and they wouldn’t let me schedule a pap 
smear. I’m confused, aren’t you taking care of all this 
now?” 3) “UPDATE: My wife changed her pad. You may 
resume regular activities. Thanks again for caring so much, 
Sam.”9 

Honey Badger once saw fashion maven Sunny Chapman go 
to an abortion clinic to protest — as a member of Satanists 
4 Life — along with fellow activists Karen Elliott and 
Monika LaVey. At their demon-strations they wore devil 
horns and devil costumes and held signs saying such things 
as “DON’T ABORT YOUR FETUS — IT COULD BE 
THE ANTI-CHRIST” and “PRO-LIFE IS PRO-SATAN.” 
The ordinary pro-life protesters were uncomfortable and 
quickly left the vicinity.10 

                                                
9 For More Information: Kate Freeman, “Kansas Governor Deletes 
‘Sarcasm Bombing’ from Facebook Wall.” Mashable. 16 March 2012 
<http://tinyurl.com/7qk3f83>. 
10 For More Information: Simon Doonan, Wacky Chicks, p. 43. 
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After listening to a comedy routine by George Carlin, 
Honey Badger and her friends made a bunch of pro-life 
signs and banners and went to a cemetery and pretended to 
block its entrance. 

Honey Badger’s own way of protesting the pro-life people 
protesting at abortion clinics was to go there and kiss her 
girlfriend passionately. (Honey also dated guys, so her pool 
of potential dates was twice as large as that of most 
people.) This didn’t work because the pro-life males liked 
what they saw. Therefore, Honey got some of her gay male 
protesters to go to abortion clinics where pro-life people 
protested. When Honey’s gay male friends started kissing 
passionately, the pro-life people left quickly. 

Of course, some people who are opposed to homosexuality 
and same-sex marriage hold their own rallies — as is their 
right. But gays and bisexuals have a good way of 
expressing their opinions. Honey Badger and a gay friend 
saw a male anti-gay protestor holding up a sign bearing the 
slogan “God Hates Fags.” Honey and her friend quickly 
ducked into a T-shirt shop and had two T-shirts specially 
made. Then they stood on each side of the anti-homosexual 
protestor. Honey wore a T-shirt that displayed the word 
“He’s.” Her gay friend wore a T-shirt that displayed the 
word “Gay.” A photo of the three appeared in the local 
alternative newspaper.11 

In a public area, a “church” member once held up a sign 
that read, “DRUNKS, LEWD WOMEN, 
HOMOSEXUALS, SPORTS NUTS, BABY KILLERS, 
JESUS MOCKERS, MORMONS, HELL AWAITS YOU!” 
                                                
11 For More Information: Hannah Booth, “Big picture: ‘God hates 
signs’ — gay rights protesters’ placards.” Guardian (UK). 20 April 
2012 
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/artanddesign/gallery/2012/apr/20/photogra
phy-gay-rights>. 
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Honey Badger stood beside him holding her own sign: 
“CITATION NEEDED.” 

When a tobacco company set up an official Twitter 
account, Honey Badger posted this tweet on it: “I (cough 
cough) love your product! It is (cough cough) worth dying 
for!” 

When Honey Badger was a teenager, she saw a cartoon that 
showed various chords that could be played on a guitar. 
The cartoon said, “This is a chord. This is another chord. 
This is a third chord. Now form a band.” Honey got a guitar 
and started to learn how to play it, but it took her a long 
time. For example, she wondered why her guitar sounded 
really good when she got it but sounded worse and worse 
the more she played it. Finally, she figured out that she had 
to tune the guitar once in a while. She then started playing 
songs that sounded good no matter how you sang them. 
“Someone Like You” by the Moldy Peaches was a favorite. 
Neither of the Moldy Peaches can sing, Honey thought, but 
the song sounds good anyway. Another favorite was “Once 
Upon a Love” by Leon Peels and the Bluejays. Honey 
thought, Leon’s voice is rough, raw, and ragged, but that 
song sounds good when he sings it. 

When Honey Badger’s parents found out that she had 
started a band, they worried because they knew about the 
often wild-and-crazy lifestyle of rock-n-rollers. Therefore, 
they talked with her and gave her two rules to follow: “We 
forbid you to choke to death on your own vomit. Or 
anybody else’s.”12 Honey replied, “Mom, Dad, my major 
musical influences are the Muppets.” 

Honey Badger’s major musical influences may have been 
the Muppets, but her minor musical influences included 

                                                
12 For More Information: Rewatch This is Spinal Tab. 
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Frightwig, the Gits, the Pandoras, Go Betty Go, and Betty 
Blowtorch. Honey always thought that if she ever became 
President of the United States that she would give the 
members of these bands Presidential pardons for rocking 
harder than the guys. Honey also loved the band the 
Soviettes, one member of which, Danny, has a penis — the 
female members of the Soviettes are trying to keep that a 
secret. She also loved a San Francisco band that hardly 
anyone had heard of: the Peels. 

Honey Badger and her friends started a band, but they 
wanted an audience because if you have something good, 
why not share it? True, one member of the band was shy 
and unsure about playing music in public because she 
thought that they weren’t — or perhaps she worried that 
just she wasn’t — good enough yet to play in public. So 
Honey told her a story: “Early in their career, the Ramones 
played in London on July 4, 1976. Some cool kids who 
called themselves The Clash hung around during a sound 
check before the concert and talked to the members of the 
band, mentioning that they played music but weren’t good 
enough to play in public. Johnny Ramone told them, ‘Are 
you kidding? I hope you’re coming tonight. We’re lousy. 
We can’t play. If you wait until you can play, you’ll be too 
old to get up there. We stink, really. But it’s great.’” Honey 
then pointed out, “This is a great example of punk rock’s 
do-it-yourself attitude. You don’t need a lot of fancy 
equipment to play music. Just teach yourself a few chords, 
get up on stage, and rock.” Now that Honey had convinced 
the shy band member to play in public, the band had to find 
an audience to play to. They also worried about carrying 
around heavy musical equipment. The band solved the 
problems by using their iPhones as musical instruments. 
They downloaded apps that replicated the sounds of various 
musical instruments, they practiced, and then they started 
riding public buses and the subway and playing and singing 
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their songs. Not everyone appreciated the free concerts, but 
a satisfying number and percentage of people did. Since 
some of their songs were covers of popular songs, 
frequently the audience joined them in a sing-along. 

Honey Badger was smart, including being smart in school. 
This annoyed a boy who was smart in music, and he asked, 
“If you’re so smart, what’s an augmented seventh chord in 
the key of C major?” Honey replied, “C, E, G-sharp, B-
flat.” 

One of Honey Badger’s friends was deaf. He wanted to be 
like everybody else, so he had an iPod and walked around 
with the buds in his ears although he couldn’t hear 
anything. One day, he and Honey walked into a store as 
they talked using sign language. The saleslady also knew 
sign language. She looked at the boy’s ear buds and then 
started talking to Honey using sign language.  

Honey Badger and her friends started a squad of radical 
cheerleaders. In one cheer, they protested media that often 
seem to demand that all women look like Barbie dolls even 
if that means that their bodies are so thin that they can’t 
menstruate: 

I am fit, I’m not fat, 

And I know where my booty’s at. 

What’s my secret, what’s the score? 

I eat breakfast, dinner, supper, and more! 

Do a good deed, feed the hungry, 

Buy a skinny fashion model a double cheeseburger! 

Do it for her! 

On her first day of college, Honey Badger met and became 
friends with a young female first-year student named 
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Martha who was from out of state. Martha had been very 
worried because she did not know anyone at all in the state 
where the college was located, but her younger sister had 
reassured her, “Don’t worry. You’ll be fine. Just don’t talk 
to strangers.” 

Honey Badger and Martha did not want anyone to know 
that they were first-year students, so whenever they got lost 
on campus the first day they would not ask anyone for 
directions or look at a map in public. Instead, they would 
go into a women’s restroom, lock themselves in a stall, pull 
out a map and then figure out where they were. 

In college, Honey Badger took an English composition 
course in which the instructor talked about how to avoid 
discriminatory language. One sentence the instructor used 
was this: “Irishmen are drunks.” Of course, this is a 
stereotype, and stereotypes should be avoided. However, 
Honey struck a blow for feminism by saying, “The 
sentence is sexist because Irish women can be drunks, too.” 

In college, Honey Badger took a composition course in 
which she was required to write a set of instructions. She 
remembered writing in code at summer camp while she 
was a kid, and so she wrote instructions titled “How to 
Communicate with Other Small Underground Resistance 
Movements.” In the introduction, she explained that 
someday the United States might be taken over by bad 
guys, and that she and other college students would form 
small underground resistance movements to fight the bad 
guys. To communicate with other small underground 
resistance movements, they would have to use coded 
messages. After explaining how to write in code, she ended 
with a message that the readers would have to decode. 
Decoded, the message said, “Rest easy in the knowledge 
that rebellion is what makes America great. Let freedom 
ring.” To test her set of instructions, Honey used a 
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performance test. Thinking that if the United States were 
taken over by bad guys that they would fire all the police 
officers and install armed goons in their place, she used the 
local police parking lot as a location for the test. She had 
one friend write a message in code and then tie it to a dog’s 
collar and send the dog to another friend on the other side 
of the police parking lot. In her short tongue-in-cheek 
report on the performance test, she wrote that she knew that 
the test was a success because 1) the second friend was able 
to decode what the first friend had written, and 2) armed 
goons had not woken her in the middle of the night, taken 
her away, and tortured her. 

Honey Badger was careless in crossing the street one day 
and was almost hit by a taxi, but fortunately a man yelled, 
“LOOK OUT!” and grabbed her arm and pulled her out of 
danger. The man was actor Ryan Gosling, who said to her, 
“Hey, girl,” and then recommended that she read Rebecca 
West’s books. Mr. Gosling told Honey that Ms. West had 
once said, “I myself have never been able to find out 
precisely what feminism is: I only know that people call me 
a feminist whenever I express sentiments that differentiate 
me from a door mat or a prostitute.” After talking with Mr. 
Gosling briefly, Honey thought, When I look into your eyes, 
I see the revolution. Actually, this did not happen to Honey, 
but she liked to think that it could happen to her someday.13 

                                                
13 For More Information: Laurie Penny, “Ryan Gosling Saved Me From 
a Speeding Car But There’s War In the Middle East So Everyone Calm 
Down.” Gawker. 4 April 2012 <http://gawker.com/5899046/ryan-
gosling-saved-me-from-a-speeding-car-but-theres-war-in-the-middle-
east-so-everyone-calm-down>. Also: “Ryan Gosling Reportedly Saves 
Journalist Laurie Penny From New York City Taxi (TWEETS) 
[UPDATE].” Huffington Post. 4 April 2012 
<http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/04/04/ryan-gosling-saves-
laurie-penny-from-nyc-taxi-
tweets_n_1402492.html#s841421&title=Laurie_Penny>. Also: 
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While Honey Badger was in college, she and a friend got in 
an elevator in an apartment building late at night. In a 
corner of the elevator was a man who had gotten drunk 
with some other people and then passed out in the elevator 
and peed himself. Apparently, the “friends” he had been 
with had also needed to pee really badly, so they had peed 
on him. Honey had not drunk much alcohol in her life, and 
she resolved to not drink any alcohol in her life. She liked 
being safe and being aware of what was happening around 
her. Honey and her friend left the man in the elevator, but 
Honey called the police so the man could get some much-
needed help.  

Rich politicians and businesspeople who insisted on calling 
themselves “job creators” amused Honey Badger. She 
knew that one of the most effective modern job creators 
was Osama bin Laden, who was responsible for the 
creation of all those Homeland Security jobs.  

When she was a child, Honey Badger was raised to believe 
that police officers are heroes. As an adult, she believed 
that police officers are good, hard-working people who are 
more likely to be heroes than bad guys, but that a few bad 
guys were among the many heroes. One article that opened 
her mind while she was doing research for a college 
composition paper was Buford Davis’ article “City settles 
suit over police abuse of diabetic man,” which appeared 9 
February 2012 in The Henderson Press. According to the 
article, on 29 October 2011, Adam Greene was driving 
erratically and so Nevada Highway Patrol and Henderson 
Police officers stopped him. They did not know that Mr. 
Greene was a diabetic and that his diabetes was causing his 
erratic driving. Five officers pulled Mr. Greene from his 
car. A sixth officer forcefully kicked Mr. Greene’s upper 
                                                                                              
“Feminist Ryan Gosling.” Accessed 5 April 2012. 
<http://feministryangosling.tumblr.com/>. 
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body four times while Mr. Greene was lying on the ground. 
One officer pulled a vial from Mr. Greene’s pocket and 
said, “We have some influence [as in ‘driving under the 
influence’] in his pocket.” An officer looked at the vial 
more closely and said, “OK, let’s get medical out here. 
He’s a diabetic. He’s probably in shock.” Mr. Greene does 
not remember the abuse that left him with broken ribs, a 
black eye, and abrasions. He has seen video of the abuse: 
“It was difficult to watch. I don’t remember the incident at 
all. My memory’s completely blank, which is fortunate for 
me. But it’s a little surreal and strange to watch.” He added, 
“I don’t harbor any ill will toward the officers at all. I 
respect the police. I think they do a really difficult job. My 
father was a highway patrolman.” However, he pointed out, 
“The officers need to be able to distinguish between a 
medical emergency and all the other stuff they have to deal 
with.” According to the article,  

The Henderson City Council has voted unanimously 
to approve a $158,500 settlement to Adam Greene 
for civil rights violations at the hands of the 
Henderson Police Department. Another $99,000 
was approved by the city attorney's office to be paid 
to Greene’s wife, Brittany, the maximum amount 
allowed without approval from the City Council.  

In addition, the article stated, “The state of Nevada also 
paid Greene $35,000 as part of the settlement.” Honey 
reflected that law is one of Humankind’s greatest 
inventions. She agreed that when one’s civil rights are 
violated, one should be compensated. She also continued to 
believe that most cops are good cops.14 

                                                
14 For More Information: Buford Davis, “City settles suit over police 
abuse of diabetic man.” The Henderson Press (Henderson, Nevada). 9 
February 2012 <http://www.hendersonpress.com/local-news/item/927-
city-settles-suit-over-police-abuse-of-diabetic-man>. 
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Honey Badger was aware that despite the existence of a 
few bad police officers, most police officers are good. For 
example, her research uncovered this story: In March 2010, 
Joan Hopwood, age 88, who lives in a village near Wem, 
North Shropshire, England, fell and could not get up. Her 
caretakers were unable to contact her, so they called the 
police. Paramedics and police entered her home, and 
Constable Karena Evans found Ms. Hopwood under her 
bed, suffering from hypothermia. Paramedics Amanda 
Jones and Matthew Newell from West Midlands 
Ambulance treated Ms. Hopwood, she was taken to a 
hospital, and she recovered and donated £20 to the Police 
Benevolent Fund. Constable Evans visited Ms. Hopwood in 
the hospital. Constable Evans said about Ms. Hopwood, 
“She is such a lovely lady and was so grateful to the police 
and everybody else who helped her that day. It was one of 
the paramedics [Mr. Newell] who actually put the door in, 
and I then went into the house first. Had we not found her 
when we did, things could have turned out much worse. … 
I am just glad that Joan is recovering well.” Ms. Hopwood 
said, “I don’t remember much of what happened, but I am 
so very grateful to everyone who helped me that day. All of 
them, the police and the others, do such a good job and it 
was lovely to see Karena when she stopped by to visit me 
in hospital.”15 

At college, Honey Badger saw a group of women who 
called themselves “A Swarm of Dykes” holding a “Pick a 
Dyke” contest on the campus green. In this contest, 
passersby were asked to look at two women who were 
standing side by side and pick out which of the two women 
was a lesbian and which was a heterosexual. Straight 
                                                
15 For More Information: “Lady Thanks Her Police And Ambulance 
‘Rescuers.’” West Mercia Police (UK). 19 March 2010 
<http://www.westmercia.police.uk/news/news-articles/lady-thanks-her-
police-and-ambulance-rescuers.html>. 
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passersby tended to perform badly in the contest and so 
learned that you can’t (usually) tell a person’s sexual 
orientation just by looking. Gay and lesbian passersby 
tended to have well-developed gaydar and so performed 
better in the contest, but even they occasionally made 
mistakes. 

A gang rape of a woman occurred at Honey Badger’s 
college. Honey joined a group of women performing a 
memorable protest against gang rape while the rapist’s trial 
was going on. The women went out in groups, found a man 
walking by himself, and then swarmed around him and 
covered him in pink Post-It notes that said, “Gotcha!” This 
may sound silly, but the purpose of the protest was to get 
media coverage and so inform readers about the problem of 
gang rape at the college. The protest succeeded in doing 
that. 

In 2008 in San Francisco, a group known as the 
Presidential Memorial Commission of San Francisco 
wanted to change the name of the Oceanside Water 
Pollution Control Plant. Because of President George W. 
Bush’s record as overseer of the country’s welfare, they 
wanted the sewage treatment plant’s name changed to the 
George W. Bush Sewage Treatment Plant. To do that, they 
submitted to San Francisco election officials over 10,000 
signatures in order to get their initiative on the ballot. 
According to organizer Brian McConnell, “We think that 
it’s important to remember our leaders in the right 
historical context. In President Bush’s case, we think that 
we will be cleaning up a substantial mess for the next 10 or 
20 years. The sewage treatment facility’s job is to clean up 
a mess, so we think it’s a fitting tribute.” In Honey 
Badger’s opinion, Mr. McConnell was optimistic because it 
will take much longer than 10 to 20 years to clean up 
President Bush’s mess. To be fair to President Bush, he did 
what he set out to do — transfer much more of the nation’s 
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wealth to the already wealthy. President Bush simply did 
not and does not care about non-wealthy people. Honey 
was impressed by this effort, and she started a petition 
drive at her college to change the name of the local sewage 
treatment plant to the George W. Bush Sewage Treatment 
Plant. After all, President Bush started two wars without 
paying for them, and he changed President Bill Clinton’s 
surpluses as far as the eye can see into his very own deficits 
as far as the eye can see. What more fitting memorial for 
President Bush and his politics could there be?16 

Honey Badger’s mother told her about the protests of 
monks against the military dictatorship in Burma in the 
year 2007. Honey Badger’s mother had taken part in this 
very unusual protest by international women, who 
discovered that in Burmese society macho soldier types 
believe that they must not come in contact with female 
undergarments. This led to the formation of the 
international women’s protest called “Panties for Peace,” 
which may sound funny but was deadly serious. Women all 
over the world sent their panties to Burmese embassies all 
over the world to protest the Burmese military’s bad 
treatment of the Burmese monks. For example, Honey 
Badger’s mother sent a pair of her freshly laundered panties 
to the Burmese embassy in the United States.17 

Honey Badger once watched a performance piece titled 
Frozen Wages. This work of art by the San Francisco Mime 
Troupe uses juggling to show the effects of layoffs on 
workers. Several people begin juggling, but one by one the 
jugglers are laid off, leaving a smaller number of jugglers 
                                                
16 For More Information: Michelle Locke, “Calif. group proposes 
George W. Bush Sewage Plant.” Associated Press. 7 July 2008 
<http://tinyurl.com/cxkalhv>. 
17 For More Information: Jim Hightower, “A Very Personal Protest.” 5 
November 2007 <http://www.jimhightower.com/node/6250>.  
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to juggle all the clubs that the large group had been 
juggling. The number of jugglers gets smaller and smaller, 
the number of clubs remains the same, the jugglers work 
harder and harder, and the clubs are thrown faster and 
faster until one too many juggler is laid off and everything 
collapses. 

Honey Badger occasionally engaged in street art. She once 
made stencils of a fit person’s silhouette and of a fat 
person’s silhouette. She also made stencils of arrows. 
(Stencils are good when you need to work fast.) She then 
went to a mall that had stairs by an escalator and used the 
stencils to create signs that directed fit people to the stairs 
and fat people to the escalator. 

In college, Honey Badger studied abroad in Rome. Once 
she was drawing a fountain when a boy sat on the edge of 
the fountain. She drew the boy and then showed him the 
sketch, and he approved and said, “Bravo.” Honey gave 
him the portrait.  

Honey believed and believes that if you love your country 
you should pay your fair share of taxes. On 14 April 2011, 
Christopher Helman wrote about General Electric in the 
Forbes article “What The Top U.S. Companies Pay In 
Taxes,” “Contrary to what many in the public seem to 
think, the conglomerate did pay taxes in 2010. It reported 
$2.7 billion in cash tax payments during the year, and on its 
income statement lists a provision for income taxes of 
$1.05 billion. Considering GE’s pretax income of $14.2 
billion, that makes for a tax rate of just 7.4%. The only one 
of the 20 corporate giants with a lower rate was AT&T, at -
6.4% — but that was only because MaBell won a tax 
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settlement with the IRS that reduced its tax liability by $8.3 
billion.”18 

At college, Honey Badger saw a poster designed by New 
York City’s Guerrilla Girls to protest art exhibits 
dominated by male artists. The poster asked, “When 
Racism & Sexism Are No Longer Fashionable, What Will 
Your Art Collection Be Worth?” True artists, the Guerrilla 
Girls dress up in gorilla masks to gain publicity for their 
cause. 19 

Honey did need money, and as a creative person studying 
creative things such as art, graphic design, music, and 
creative writing, she started her own small business. 
Among other things she created T-shirts. One of her series 
was the “Wisdom” series, in which the T-shirts bore 
slogans of ancient and/or modern wisdom. For example, 
these are some of the slogans her T-shirts bore: 

Be a Work of Art 

Boredom is Anti-Life 

Do Good Now 

Do It Yourself 

Don’t Fear the Reaper 

Dress Like a Work of Art 

Love and Live Life 
                                                
18 For More Information: Christopher Helman, “What The Top U.S. 
Companies Pay In Taxes.” Forbes. Reposted on Yahoo Finance. 2 
April 2010 <http://tinyurl.com/keqah3w>. Also: Christopher Helman, 
“What The Top U.S. Companies Pay In Taxes.” Forbes. 13 April 2011 
<http://tinyurl.com/3fjwlk4>. 
19 For More Information: Marc Aronson, Art Attack: A Short Cultural 
History of the Avant-Garde, pp. 154, 158. 
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Maintain Maximum Cool 

Reality is Fabulous 

Resist Mindless Consumption 

Resist Psychic Death 

Another way for Honey Badger to make money was by 
working as a nude model for life-drawing classes. She 
worried about this the night before she modeled for the first 
time, but she quickly learned not to worry. She was there to 
be drawn, the students were there to draw her, and no 
problems occurred. However, occasionally a few students 
were shocked at seeing their first nude model. Honey 
Badger once walked into the life drawing room wearing a 
robe, she dropped her robe and stood completely nude, the 
teacher posed her, and she held the pose. Out of the corner 
of her eye, she saw a young male student who stared at her 
briefly when she dropped her robe. Obviously, he was 
surprised that she was nude — he must have expected her 
to be wearing a bikini. But then the young male student 
shrugged and started to draw her.  

After posing for the life-drawing class, Honey Badger got 
dressed and went outside. The young male student was 
outside, too, standing up and drawing a tree. The wind 
flipped up Honey’s skirt a little. Her hands were quick and 
she caught the shirt, but perhaps an inch of bare skin above 
her stocking had been briefly revealed to the world — and 
to the eyes of the young male student, who quickly sat 
down on a bench and stared at the ground. Honey Badger 
realized that if the young male student stood up, he would 
reveal a bulge. She also realized that as he stared at the 
ground he was thinking pure thoughts so that the bulge 
would stop being a bulge. She smiled. 

The teachers of the life-drawing classes, of course, dealt 
with nude models — male and female — almost every day, 
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and they were completely blasé about nudity. For them, 
looking at nude bodies was a kind of work. One of the 
teachers, whose name was Veronica, told Honey Badger 
about the time that she and her husband had gone on 
vacation to Mexico. They went to a nude beach, and she 
had told her husband, who was also an artist, “Look, Jack. 
There’s a really beautiful nude woman over there.” Jack 
had replied, “Veronica, I’m here for a vacation. I did not 
come here to work.” 

Another way for Honey Badger to get money was teaching, 
but after teaching art as an adjunct for a while, she quickly 
decided to stop. The tipping point was when she received 
an email from a college student who informed her that he 
had missed her class because his alarm clock did not go off. 
The class met at noon! 

Honey Badger also decided not to get a graduate degree in 
art. Teaching was necessary to get free tuition and a 
stipend, and teaching students who cared more about 
grades than about art meant that she was wasting time that 
she could use to create something worthwhile. 

Honey Badger, however, valued education. She used to 
carry around what writer Lidia Yuknavitch calls “portable 
brain defibrillators.” (20) They are more commonly known 
as books. One series of books she enjoyed reading was the 
Kindest People series by David Bruce. Each eBook volume 
— most of them free! — in the series told brief stories of 
acts of heroes or of good deeds. Honey was shocked to 
discover that someone at an online eBook store gave one of 
these volumes the lowest possible rating. She thought, 
Apparently Beelzebub writes online book reviews. Someone 
gave the book The Kindest People: Be Excellent to Each 
Other (Volume 6) one star and wrote, “I’m sorry. One 
trivial story after another. I was hoping for something 
inspiring and memorable.” Apparently the person did not 
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read far enough in the book because some of the stories 
were about heroes rescuing women from rape. 

Honey Badger did teach art to children. At a museum, she 
took applicants for a weekend class. Many children applied 
— in fact, more than was room for in the class — so Honey 
required the children to draw something, and she enrolled 
the children who drew the best in her class. But one boy 
who had not gotten in said, with tears in his eyes, “Can’t 
you have a class for the losers?” Lots of other “losers” 
clamored for a class for them. Honey thought for a 
moment. These were children who cared more about art 
than about grades because no grades were given for the 
class. She then said, “All right. A class for the ‘losers’ will 
be held immediately after the class for the winners.” Honey 
had good bosses. They agreed to the extra class and even 
increased Honey’s salary because of the extra class she 
would be teaching. 
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Chapter 2: In Hell 

Works of art such as novels and movies often contain 
foreshadowing, which gives hints about events that will 
soon occur, but real life often does not have foreshadowing. 

Honey Badger was raped and murdered by three men as she 
was walking at dusk. The last things she saw in her life 
were the faces of the men who raped and murdered her. 
Such things happen. Frequently. Even women who know 
self-defense can be raped and murdered. The three men 
raped Honey because she was there. If some other women 
had been there, they would have raped her.  

Richard Pryor once shot a few scenes of a movie in a 
prison. He talked to a prisoner and found out that the 
prisoner had murdered an entire family in their home. He 
asked the prisoner why he had murdered all these people. 
The murderer replied, “Because they was home.” 

A passerby found Honey’s dead body and called the police. 

Honey Badger’s spirit left her dead body. She knew 
immediately that her body was dead and that her spirit was 
alive. She knew immediately that her spirit was the real 
Honey Badger and that her body was a temporary 
possession. She also realized immediately that she had to 
follow new rules, one of which was that she could no 
longer influence anything in the world — for example, she 
could not call the police and give them information that 
would lead to the arrest and conviction of the three men 
who had raped and murdered her, and she could not say 
goodbye to her family and friends. Another new rule was 
that she had to leave this world and journey to parts of the 
world that are not “real” in the sense in which many living 
people think of real. 

So be it. Light flashed down from Heaven like a spotlight. 
Honey Badger knew that if she walked into the light she 
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would be transported to the good part of the afterlife, or at 
least she would be transported to a path that would lead her 
to the good part of the afterlife. Almost everyone needs to 
spend at least a few years after death climbing the seven 
stories of the Mountain of Purgatory.  

But Honey Badger thought, I died too young. I should have 
lived at least fifty more years. My parents will mourn for 
me, and no parents should ever have to mourn the death of 
their child. A Chinese poet once blessed a family with this 
poem: GRANDFATHER DIE / FATHER DIE / SON DIE. 
This may sound bad, and it leaves out females, but the 
message is good: It is a blessing when everyone dies in the 
right order. The old grandparents should die first, then the 
parents should grow old and die, and finally the children 
should grow old and die. It is horrible when the order of 
death is reversed: SON DIE / FATHER DIE / 
GRANDFATHER DIE. I am dead, and I am going to 
experience death since I was unable to experience much of 
life. Instead of going immediately to the Mountain of 
Purgatory, I am going to visit Hell first. I won’t live there, 
but I will travel through the circles of Hell, however many 
there are. 

Hell has many entrances, and living people often find them 
all too easily without even looking for them. Dead people 
— even dead people who have been good — know where 
all the entrances are located. Honey Badger walked away 
from the spotlight. Another spotlight appeared in front of 
her. She walked away from it. A third spotlight appeared. 
Honey stopped walking, looked up, and said, “Not now, 
please. I want to see Hell first. I do pray for safe-conduct. I 
know that it is easy to go to Hell; the hard part is getting 
out.” The spotlights vanished, and Honey looked at the sky 
and saw many stars; some time had passed since she died. 
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Honey walked to the nearest entrance of Hell. The entrance 
was in a very nice park with lots of space and trees, and it 
looked like a large tunnel. Above the opening appeared this 
sign: LIVE FAST. DIE YOUNG. LEAVE A GOOD-
LOOKING CORPSE. Honey thought, I bet that sign 
changes according to who is entering Hell. I know that Hell 
must contain some old people.  

Outside the nearest entrance she did see some old people as 
well as some young people. They were in a rectangular 
building that was clean and quiet, and Honey could see 
them through a window. She walked into the building and 
then into a room, where she saw small desks arranged in 
neat rows. In front of the desks were a chalkboard, a large 
desk, and a middle-aged woman. 

Honey asked one of the adults sitting at a small desk, “Who 
are you, and why are you here?” 

The adult raised his hand, and the middle-aged woman 
asked, “Yes?” 

The adult asked, “May I please talk to this young woman 
and answer her questions?” 

The middle-aged woman replied, “Yes.” 

The adult replied, “My name is not important, and I did not 
do anything important while I was alive. I was born, I 
played, I went to school, I worked at a job I hated, and I 
watched lots of TV. Of all the things I did in life, the most 
important thing I did was to play as a young child. If I had 
been able to continue to be playful as an adult, I might have 
done something with my life. In fact, I did nothing. The 
best moment of my life was when Ross and Rachel got 
together in the final episode of Friends. 

“Because I wasted my life, I am condemned to sit here 
eternally in a high school study hall. This high school has 
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no books because I did not read while I was alive. All I — 
and everyone else here — do is to sit quietly at our desks. 
We did nothing with our lives, and we do nothing here. 

“Because we chose neither good nor evil, neither Heaven or 
Hell wants us. We did nothing to get into Heaven, and Hell 
does not want us because the sinners there would feel 
superior to us because at least they made a choice: They 
broke bad.” 

Honey asked, “Do you have any advice for me?” 

The adult replied, “Because I did nothing with my life, I am 
not qualified to advise anyone.” 

Honey left the rectangular building that was filled with 
boredom and despair and the souls of people who had not 
lived while they were alive. She walked through the tunnel 
and entered Hell, where she immediately saw a river. On 
the riverbank were souls waiting to be ferried across. On 
the river was a boat piloted by Charon, an old immortal 
who wore rags.  

Some of the souls were naked; others were fully clothed. 
Those souls who had been obese in the Land of the Living 
were naked here; everyone could see the rolls of fat. Those 
who had been fit in the Land of the Living were fully 
clothed here in the Land of the Dead. 

Charon saw Honey and knew why she had come. He knew 
that she did not belong in Hell, but other people such as 
Orpheus, Hercules, Theseus, Odysseus, and Aeneas had 
also shown up in Hell although they did not belong in Hell. 

Charon said to Honey, “You are one of the very few 
females to come here as a visitor and not as a resident. A 
woman named Beatrice — Dante’s beloved — came here 
long ago, and no female has been here since. Most visitors 
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to Hell are male. Apparently, there have been some big 
changes in the Land of the Living.” 

Honey Badger replied, “Feminism is taking hold, and the 
Land of the Living is a better place because of it.” 

She stepped into Charon’s boat so he could take her across 
the river. Because she was a soul, her lack of weight did not 
make the boat creak and sink deeper into the water.  

After Honey Badger had crossed the river and thanked 
Charon, the first place she saw in Hell Proper was Limbo. 
It was empty. Many souls used to be here: unbaptized 
babies, and people who were good but who were not 
Christians. 

Honey walked around a while. She came to a stream. No 
bridge was over it, but the stream was shallow and Honey 
wanted to get to the other side, so she stepped into the 
water. At least, she tried to step into the water, but instead 
she stepped on the water and walked across to the other 
side. There she found a library. It was especially well 
stocked. It contained all the books that were ever created, 
including the lost plays of Aeschylus, Sophocles, and 
Euripides. It also included every movie and TV episode 
ever made, including the final episode of Friends. It was 
also a museum that included every sculpture and every 
other work of art ever made. Of course, not all books, 
movies, TV episodes, and sculptures and other works of art 
are good, but the best were front and center and the worst 
were in the back. 

Honey thought, Limbo seems to have been a rather 
pleasant place, and it would have been more pleasant with 
people such as Homer and Virgil and Averroës to talk to, 
but now it is empty. Apparently, another Harrowing of Hell 
has occurred that the Land of the Living has not yet heard 



 40 

about. God has not stopped acting in the years since the 
Bible was written. 

Honey walked out of Limbo, and she came to the judging 
place. The judge here was Minos, a renowned judge from 
ancient Crete. As a judge who is the representative of the 
Supreme Judge, he is infallible.  

The sinner who is being judged steps onto a catapult and 
waits. Minos asks no questions but silently reviews the 
sinner’s life. All sinners here have already been judged 
once: They have been judged guilty and sentenced to Hell. 
Minos decides where the sinner deserves to be punished in 
Hell. When he makes his decision, he releases the catapult 
and the sinner is flung lower into Hell.  

Honey said to Minos, “I have heard that you are infallible. 
Is that true?” 

Minos replied, “Yes, it is true, but many of the sinners you 
will see in Hell do not think so. They know they are guilty, 
and they know they belong in Hell, but they think that often 
I send them to the wrong circle of Hell. 

“The reason they think this way is that often they land in a 
circle, hitting hard and breaking bones, and the guardian of 
the circle tells them that they don’t belong there and sends 
them back to me to be judged again. That makes the sinners 
think that I make mistakes. Actually, I do that on purpose. 
Many of the sinners deserve to be punished in more than 
one circle, and so I sometimes send them to a few circles 
before I send them to the circle where they will be eternally 
punished. This amuses me.” 

Honey said goodbye and climbed down to the second circle 
of Hell, where the lustful are punished. Hell goes down, not 
up. It has light, but the light is artificial. Hell is one of at 
least two places where the Sun doesn’t shine. 
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In the next circle of Hell were the men who watched 
Internet porn and never had anything to do with a real 
woman. All of the boobs they saw were electrons on 
computer screens; none of the boobs they saw were made 
of skin, pigmentation, and fatty tissue.  

The sinners were seated before computer screens and 
looking at electrons that depicted cartoon boobs. No 
women were in this circle. 

Honey asked one of the men, “So why didn’t you try to get 
a real girlfriend or a real wife?” 

The man replied, “Watching Internet porn was so much 
easier. And less expensive.” 

Honey asked, “Do you like it here?” 

The man replied, “No. I’ve already seen these drawings 
many, many times. There are no photographs here. By the 
way, who are you?” 

Honey said, “I’m a tourist in the afterlife. I am supposed to 
be climbing the Mountain of Purgatory, but I died too soon 
and I wanted to see and experience more before I go to 
Heaven.” 

The man asked, “What did you do while you were alive?” 

Honey said, “I was many things: for example, daughter and 
sister and artist. In America, however, your question means 
this: How did you make money? Mainly, I taught art to 
children.” 

The man asked, “Were you ever a nude model?” 

Honey replied, “Yes, for life-drawing classes.” 

The man asked, “Can I see your boobs?” 
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Honey replied, “No. Not here. It is not appropriate. Seeing 
female breasts is a very great pleasure for heterosexual men 
(and many other people), and I am sure that that kind of 
pleasure is not permitted in Hell. Men can see the breasts of 
their wives and sometimes their girlfriends in the Land of 
the Living, and when that happens they are getting a 
foreshadowing of Heaven. If you want to see female 
breasts, you should have asked to see them in the Land of 
the Living. And, of course, you should always take no for 
an answer.” 

The man said, “I have learned the error of my ways, but 
now it is too late. If I were still alive, I would definitely be 
asking women to go out on dates.” 

Honey replied, “I am afraid you’re right when you say that 
it is too late. Too bad. If you were in the Land of the Living 
and you asked women to go on dates, you would have been 
rejected a few times — everyone is — but I think you 
would have been a contender. Of course, you would have to 
learn to talk to a woman longer before asking her to show 
you her breasts. 

“It is time for me to leave now. Bye.” 

The man said, “Bye. It is time for me to go back to surfing 
the Web so that I can look at drawings of circles and dots. 
This is my eternal punishment.” 

Honey Badger thought, If any sex exists in Hell, it is of the 
small, sad, and sick variety. If any real sex exists in the 
afterlife, it will be in Heaven. If any real sex exists in 
Heaven, I bet orgasms last one hundred years. But guys 
will be shooting blanks — or their partners will look 
pregnant afterward and have gallons of goo running down 
their legs when they stand up. 

The next circle of Hell consisted of a ditch that stank. In 
this ditch the sinners — they were mostly men — stood 
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knee high in human excrement and urine. On one wall of 
the ditch were tables laden with gourmet food and drink. 
On the other wall of the ditch were overflowing toilets.  

Honey Badger was on a bridge that spanned the ditch. She 
did her best to ignore the stench and spoke to one of the 
sinners: “What sin is being punished in this circle of Hell?” 

The sinner replied, “We are guilty of bathroom 
misbehaviors. We did such things as deliberately clog 
toilets with paper so that they would overflow. We did such 
things as deliberately throw a cigarette butt into a urinal, 
thereby forcing someone else — usually underpaid — to 
fish it out of the urinal. We did such things as deliberately 
not flushing the toilet after pinching a loaf. We did such 
things as deliberately peeing on the toilet seat. Because of 
our bathroom misbehaviors, we are condemned to this 
circle of Hell, the circle in which the toilets are forever 
stopped up.” 

Honey asked, “What will happen in the future?” 

The sinner replied, “The human waste will rise higher and 
higher. We have to eat, although we try to eat as little as 
possible, and anyone who eats will have to eventually go to 
the bathroom. The human waste in this circle will rise to 
our waists, and then to our necks, and I don’t want to think 
about what will happen after that.” 

Honey said, “I have to go. The stench is too much for me. I 
really want to take a shower, and I really want to wash my 
hair. I have to say that I am glad that few girls are here.” 

The sinner said, “Girls don’t usually deliberately miss — 
they don’t pee on the toilet seat unless they are hovering 
over a public toilet. Every guy misses the toilet 
occasionally, but only the guys who deliberately miss end 
up here. However, females can be nasty. Some women who 
suddenly have their period will leave a public toilet looking 
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like the site of a blood sacrifice instead of cleaning their 
mess up. Such women are punished in Hell; they stand in a 
river of warm blood.” 

The next circle of Hell had two parts: the side of a hill and 
the valley below. On the side of the hill, people were 
digging into the hill and mining for gold. The gold they 
were taking out of the hill was in the form of minted gold 
coins. The miners — male and female — dug tunnels into 
the hill, filled wheelbarrows with gold coins, took them 
outside and then dumped the gold coins into the valley 
below. In the valley were other males and females whose 
feet were chained to the ground, and the gold coins were 
covering them up. 

Honey asked a sinner, “What sin is being punished here?” 

The sinner replied, “In this circle are the wasters and the 
hoarders. The wasters — of which I am one — wasted their 
money. We spent every penny we could make or borrow. 
We got into debt. We often spent the money on things we 
did not need instead of spending it on things we did need. 
None of us had an emergency fund. None of us saved or 
invested money. Now we are condemned to doing the 
sweaty hard work of mining gold coins and then throwing 
them away. 

“The people in the valley below are the hoarders. They 
saved every penny and would not spend it on things they 
needed. They preferred to warm themselves with a 
bankbook rather than with heat provided by gas or 
electricity — something that would result in a big utility 
bill. They wanted money, and now they have got money. 
They are being buried under a mountain of gold coins. 

“Neither the wasters nor the hoarders used money 
correctly. All of us should have spent money on the things 
we needed, including gas and electricity. All of us should 
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have had an emergency fund. All of us should have had all 
the necessities as well as a few luxuries. We had the money 
for these things, but we did not use our money correctly.” 

Honey looked around and recognized some of the people in 
this part of Hell. She had been a server in restaurants 
because she needed the money to buy food and pay bills. In 
her apartment, she had a box in which she had saved “tips” 
from “Christians.” These self-described Christians would 
not leave a monetary tip but would instead leave a religious 
tract. Some of these tracts were designed to look like real 
money such as a $10 bill. Receiving such a “tip” would 
gladden the heart of a server until the server realized that 
the “tip” was not real money. “Christians” who gave such 
tips apparently had never read 1 Timothy 5:18, which states 
in part, “The labourer is worthy of his reward” (King James 
Version). In other words, pay the worker his or her wages. 

Honey next arrived at a site where were located many open 
graves. Devils were busily filling coffins with gold and 
burying the coffins. Honey asked a devil, “What am I 
seeing here?” The devil replied, “You are seeing a waste of 
resources. We are burying gold instead of using it. In your 
world, the wealth that this gold represents could do a lot of 
good; it could pay for operations to cure blindness or to 
correct a child’s cleft palate. Money will go especially far 
and do much good in the third world. But the waste that 
you see here does not match the waste that you will see in 
the Land of the Living. Here we bury mere gold. In the 
Land of the Living, you bury organs that could have been 
used for transplants to keep people alive. In this particular 
area, the Land of the Living is a much more evil place than 
Hell. One person whom you not see in Hell is Thane 
Chiquinho Scarpa, one of the richest men in Brazil, who in 
2013 announced that he was planning to bury a million-
dollar Bentley. Why? So he could ride around in style in 
the afterlife. Actually, this was a publicity stunt to draw 
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attention to a worthy cause: organ donation. On the day that 
he was supposed to bury his Bentley, Mr. Scarpa said,  

People condemn me because I wanted to bury a 
million dollar Bentley; in fact, most people bury 
something a lot more valuable than my car. They 
bury hearts, livers, lungs, eyes, kidneys. This is 
absurd. So many people waiting for a transplant and 
you will bury your healthy organs that can save so 
many lives. This is the biggest waste in the world. 
My Bentley is worthless in comparison to life-
giving organs. There is no wealth more valuable 
than an organ, because there is nothing more 
valuable than life. I officially announce I am an 
organ donor this week. I’m an organ donor, are 
you? Tell your family.20 

The devil added, “You just came from the place in which 
‘Christian’ non-tippers were punished. Yes, many of these 
non-tippers were human beings, but you should be aware 
that many of them were actually devils such as myself 
paying a visit to the Land of the Living. By distributing as 
‘tips’ Bible tracts that look like $10 bills, we are 
deliberating giving Christianity a bad name, thereby 
serving our master: Satan.” 

When Honey Badger reached the midpoint of Hell, she saw 
something that she did not expect to see: nuns. Honey had 
expected to see — and had seen — priests in Hell, but 
seeing nuns in Hell was quite a shock.  

                                                
20 For More Information: “Rich Guy Buries Million Dollar Bentley To 
Prove Point.” everplans. 30 October 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/ndo3mun>. Also: “Burying a Million Dollar 
Bentley.” GeekFill. October 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/mawwpls>. Also: 
Aaron Guerrero, “Billionaire Buries His Bentley Like a Pharaoh.” Bold 
Newsletter. 12 November 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/lgx7t2v>. 
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Honey noticed that this part of Hell was much different 
from the other parts. It was an oasis. It was much like 
Limbo, but with religion. Here were religious books and 
religious statuary. The rest of Hell stank; here the air was 
pleasant. The rest of Hell lacked such things as working 
showers and toilets, but they were available here. Here 
were comfortable chairs and good food and good drink and 
a good library and good music and good DVDs. The nuns 
also had a chalkboard with a diagram of the circles of Hell 
written on it. 

Honey thought, This does not seem like Hell at all. This is 
actually a very pleasant place to be. What is going on 
here? 

One of the nuns said to Honey, “We have been expecting 
you. You can freshen up in the bathroom. Feel free to take 
a nice long shower or to soak in hot bathwater if you want. 
Afterward, you can eat, relax, and sleep. Here are a robe 
and pajamas for you. We will launder your clothing, and it 
will be ready for you soon. Tomorrow, you can continue 
the rest of your journey through Hell.” 

Honey soaked in the bathtub, and then she joined the nuns 
for a meal. 

The nun who had spoken to her earlier said, “My name is 
Mary Catherine. Actually, all of the other nuns you see here 
are also named Mary Catherine. It’s just a coincidence — 
other nuns have different names. We know that you must 
be wondering about this place. Don’t worry. None of us 
nuns is really in Hell. This section here is actually an 
outpost of Heaven. Occasionally, someone such as yourself 
visits, and this place allows you to relax for a while before 
you continue your journey. 

“We have special dispensation to go down to Hell and 
minister to the souls here. Service is what we nuns do, both 



 48 

in the Land of the Living and in the Land of the Dead. We 
take turns coming here so we can do such things as give ice 
water to the souls in the burning part of Hell. We also give 
hot chocolate to the souls in the freezing part of Hell.” 

Honey said, “I have never heard of anything like that. I 
thought that Hell was a place of eternal damnation with no 
comforts whatsoever.” 

Mary Catherine said, “That is certainly the way that people 
conceive of Hell, but we are working to get that changed. 
We believe in a merciful God who loves everyone — that 
is, who loves everyone the way they are supposed to be. 
Too many people don’t follow God’s will and end up being 
something they are not supposed to be. A merciful God 
might have a Hell, but that Hell will — eventually — be 
empty. A loving God will not condemn people to 
everlasting torment, especially when such a thing as a 
Mountain of Purgatory exists. We pray daily for God to 
release souls from Hell and allow them to start climbing the 
Mountain of Purgatory so that they can begin to purge their 
sins and will eventually be worthy to enter Heaven. Of 
course, some people, such as rapists, deserve to be 
punished quite severely before they are allowed to begin 
climbing the Mountain of Purgatory.” 

Honey asked, “Are your prayers effective?” 

Mary Catherine replied, “You didn’t see anyone in Limbo, 
did you? Those souls who were adults left Limbo and 
started climbing the Mountain of Purgatory. Those souls 
who were infants immediately went to Paradise.” 

Honey Badger also asked, “What is Paradise like? Are 
there some people whom some other people will be 
surprised to see there?”  
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The nun replied, “Of course. For example, fashion designer 
Charles Nolan is there, as are financial writer Andrew 
Tobias’ parents.” 

Honey said, “Charles Nolan is gay. Andrew Tobias’ parents 
are Jewish. Do all the Popes approve of them being in 
Paradise?” 

The nun replied, “It’s not their call.” 

The next day, Honey went to the chalkboard. She absent-
mindedly picked up a piece of chalk, absent-mindedly 
looked at the chalkboard, and absent-mindedly put the 
piece of chalk in her pocket. (The alert reader now thinks, 
Foreshadowing!) She then left the nuns and walked to the 
next circle of Hell. It was a ditch, and it was empty. On a 
bridge over the ditch was a Centaur whose name was 
Chiron. Honey was on one side of the ditch, looking down, 
and although she looked carefully, she could see no sinners 
being punished. In fact, nothing was in the ditch at all. It 
was completely barren; nothing living — or dead — was in 
the ditch. 

Honey walked onto the bridge and said to the Centaur, “Sir, 
can you tell what this circle is? Who is being punished 
here, and in what way are they being punished? I see 
nobody and nothing.” 

The Centaur said, “Call me Chiron. I was the teacher of 
Achilles, and I will teach you as well. 

“This is the circle that punished bad artists and bad writers 
and bad comedians; in fact, it punished all the people who 
created bad works of art because they were in it for the 
money. These souls were not intelligent enough to create 
something that is both good and profitable — there’s 
nothing wrong with a work of art that is both good and 
profitable, of course. Just think of Mark Twain’s 
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Adventures of Huckleberry Finn. Some artists who care a 
great deal about money are able to make good art.  

“Because the sinners here had created barren works of art 
out of a desire for money, they dwelled in a barren place. In 
the circle there was nothing to do, and no tools with which 
to do anything creative. 

“The nuns you have met prayed, and now these sinners are 
climbing the Mountain of Purgatory.” 

Honey Badger asked, “Do you think that that is a good 
thing?” 

Chiron replied, “Yes. It is simply a fact that most art is bad. 
In order to have good art, you have to have bad art as well. 
Hardly anyone is a good artist when they start out. It takes 
time to develop into a good artist. Doing your best to make 
a good piece of art but failing is not a sin, and those artists 
did not end up here. As for the other bad artists, it is 
possible to learn even from bad art: You can learn what not 
to do.” 

Honey Badger came to the circle of Hell that punished 
VIPs. For example, many, many politicians serve the 
interests of wealthy people, not the interests of ordinary 
citizens. These politicians can fail and fail again, but when 
they are voted out of office, the wealthy people reward 
them with a high-paying job. After all, if a politician makes 
a wealthy person a billion dollars while he is in office, why 
wouldn’t the wealthy person reward him with a million-
dollar annual salary when he is voted out of office? That 
will educate other politicians that it is personally profitable 
to do the wealthy person’s will. The bad politicians and bad 
wealthy people (and bad bankers and bad CEOs, etc.) are 
punished in this circle by being forced to work at fast-food 
restaurants — and to eat the food. 
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Evil people sometimes look down on other evil people. For 
example, in prison criminals look down on sex offenders. 
Here in this circle of Hell, sinners looked down on the 
politicians who had voted against food stamps. The sinners 
here recognized that the Bible favors feeding the hungry: 

Matthew 25:35 

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me, […]” 

Isaiah 58:10 

“If you pour yourself out for the hungry and satisfy 
the desire of the afflicted, then shall your light rise 
in the darkness and your gloom be as the noonday.” 

Proverbs 28:27 

“Whoever gives to the poor will not want, but he 
who hides his eyes will get many a curse.” 

James 2:14-18 

“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he 
has faith but does not have works? Can that faith 
save him? If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and 
lacking in daily food, and one of you says to them, 
‘Go in peace, be warmed and filled,’ without giving 
them the things needed for the body, what good is 
that? So also faith by itself, if it does not have 
works, is dead. But someone will say, ‘You have 
faith and I have works.’ Show me your faith apart 
from your works, and I will show you my faith by 
my works.” 
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Luke 3:11 

“And he answered them, ‘Whoever has two tunics 
is to share with him who has none, and whoever has 
food is to do likewise.’” 

In this section of Hell were no parents who had had trouble 
feeding their children. There were no parents who would 
tell their children that tonight’s supper was a special 
pancake meal but would not tell their children that tonight’s 
supper was a special pancake meal because that was the 
only food left in their home. Too many children in the Land 
of the Living have eaten (or still eat) lard sandwiches — 
lard smeared on bread and sprinkled with sugar if the 
family had any sugar — or barbeque sauce sandwiches or 
syrup sandwiches because that was the only food left in the 
home. 

Honey Badger visited many other circles of Hell, and she 
saw many sinners and the way the sinners were punished. 
Often, the sinners provided their own punishments, as in 
the circle of Hell in which were male rapists only; these 
male rapists treated each other the way they treated women 
in the Land of the Living. Honey looked for the three men 
who had raped her, but they were not there.  

Eventually, Honey Badger came to the very bottom of Hell, 
the place where Lucifer resides. Lucifer is gigantic, and he 
has one head with three faces, including three mouths, in 
which he chews three of the worst sinners of all time: 
Hitler, Stalin, and Mussolini. The worst sinner is in the 
middle mouth: Hitler. 

Honey thought, I don’t need to speak to anyone here. These 
really are three of the worst sinners of all time, maybe even 
the three worst sinners of all time, although in my opinion 
the three men who raped and murdered me are also three 
of the worst sinners of all time. I don’t want to speak to 
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Hitler, Stalin, and Mussolini, and I don’t want to speak to 
Lucifer. 

Honey had now seen all the circles of Hell, and she needed 
to leave. Lucifer’s legs and hands were frozen in ice so that 
he could not escape; he was all fours, and his butt was 
sticking out of the ice. She noticed an opening between 
Lucifer’s hip and the ice, and she thought that there was 
room enough for her to climb down into the opening, which 
seemed to be the beginning of a passage that could lead 
somewhere. Just then Lucifer farted, and the three men who 
had raped and murdered Honey shot out of Lucifer’s 
rectum. They shouted, “We’re free!” Honey held her nose. 
Although she had become accustomed to the stench of Hell, 
this stench was worse than any that she had previously 
experienced. She thought, I really need another shower, 
and I really need to wash my hair again. 

Lucifer then projectile-shat a gigantic turd that hit the three 
rapists, getting into their mouths and nostrils and 
preventing them from shouting. This created a vacuum in 
Lucifer’s rectum, into which the three rapists were sucked 
again, and Lucifer’s anus shut until his next evacuation.  

Honey thought, The three men who raped and murdered me 
are being appropriately punished. If rape victims knew that 
rapists would be appropriately punished, they would be 
able to recover from rape much more quickly. It is best that 
the rapists are punished both in the Land of the Living and 
in the Land of the Dead. 

Honey Badger grabbed onto the side of the passage going 
down Lucifer’s leg and climbed down the passage, but 
almost immediately she had to change her position because 
instead of climbing down she found herself climbing up. 
She had reached the middle of the Earth and now she began 
to climb up to the side of the world that was opposite to 
where she had entered Hell. She discovered that the 
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passage continued upward to the surface of the Earth. For a 
day and a night, she climbed upward and finally reached 
the surface of the Earth and looked up and saw the stars. 
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Chapter 3: Back in the Land of the Living 

Honey Badger had reached the Mountain of Purgatory, 
which is an island that Humankind has not geographically 
charted and never will. Here the guardian is Cato the Elder, 
who approached Honey and said, “I’ve been waiting for 
you. It is not yet your time to climb the seven stories of the 
Mountain of Purgatory, although that time will come. The 
Supreme Judge has allowed you to travel through Hell, but 
now wants you to return to the Land of the Living. You 
have more life to live.” 

Honey Badger asked, “Is that even possible? The last things 
I saw while I was in the Land of the Living were the faces 
of the three men who had raped and were murdering me.” 

Cato replied, “With God, all things are possible.” 

Honey Badger woke up in a hospital. The passerby who 
had found her body had immediately called police, who had 
immediately called emergency medical services. Honey 
had been clinically dead, but she was revived. After 
spending some time in the hospital and answering questions 
by police, she discovered that the three men who had raped 
her were dead. They had injected into their blood streams a 
batch of an adulterated illegal drug that had killed them. 
However, according to the timeline the three rapists had 
been alive at the same time that she had seen them in Hell. 
Honey wondered how that was possible, but a priest who 
had read Dante told her that some people are so evil that 
they are sent to Hell before they die so that their 
punishment begins early. A demon takes over the sinner’s 
body on earth. Normally, the sinner’s body dies fairly 
quickly after a demon takes over the body because demons 
are not known for self-restraint, especially when it comes to 
a sinner’s body. After the three men had raped and 
murdered Honey, demons had taken over the three men’s 
bodies. 
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Honey Badger did receive rape counseling. Counselors 
were amazed at how quickly she recovered from the rape. 
She even told the counselors jokes about rapists — jokes 
that had formerly been racist jokes: 

Q: You see a rapist who is bleeding and screaming for 
help. What do you do? 

A: Reload. 

Q: The good news is that three rapists were riding in a car 
when it drove off a cliff to their deaths. What’s the bad 
news? 

A: The car seats four. 

Q: What do you call 200 rapists at the bottom of Lake 
Erie? 

A: A good start. 

These jokes used to be told by racists, but Honey Badger 
enjoyed using them for a different purpose. Previously, she 
had told the jokes and made the racists the target. 

Q: How do you get a racist out of a tree? 

A: Cut the rope. 

Honey Badger thought about where the three men who had 
raped her were being punished in the afterlife, and she 
smiled. Still, she thought, whenever a rape occurs, and the 
rapist is identified without a doubt, five football players — 
each carrying a baseball bat — whose sisters have been 
raped ought to pay a visit to the rapist and say, “We are 
from the government, and we are here to help you.” After 
all, teaching is a helping profession, the government hires 
many teachers, and rapists ought to be educated — with 
baseball bats. Rapists need understanding, and I think the 
guys with baseball bats understand rapists very well. 
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Honey Badger got out of the hospital, and she was 
depressed for a while, despite major support from her 
family and friends. She was not clinically depressed, and 
she did not want to commit suicide, but her life dragged. 
Being raped and nearly murdered definitely was in part the 
cause of this, but another and perhaps more major cause 
was realizing that when she was clinically dead and 
traveling through Hell she had felt intensely alive. The 
modern world can at times be boring and dreary, but Hell 
was not — at least for a visitor. Honey knew that there was 
much more of the afterlife to see and to experience: 
Purgatory and Paradise, and perhaps more. She wanted to 
stop experiencing boredom. 

Honey had put a piece of chalk in a pocket while she was 
visiting the nuns who doing ministry in Hell. While talking 
a walk in the Land of the Living, she used the piece of 
chalk to draw a door on a brick wall of a building, and then 
she pounded with her fist on the door. The door opened, 
and a nun poked her head out and said, “I’ll take that piece 
of chalk, if you don’t mind. You are not allowed to have 
items of that kind in the Land of the Living.” 

Honey said, “I want magic. I do not want boredom.” 

The nun said, “Give me the piece of chalk, and I will tell 
you how to find the magic that exists in your world.” 

Honey gave her the piece of chalk, and the nun said, “Walk 
down the street.” 

The nun closed the door, which became a chalk outline and 
nothing more. 

Honey looked down the street. She was in a residential area 
now, but quickly the street, she knew, became lined with 
interesting places: a library, book stores, a movie theater, a 
comedy club, music stores, computer stores, a liberal arts 
college; a college of science, engineering, and technology; 
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parks, a dance studio, coffee houses, and more. In the 
window of an art store was a Japanese print that did what 
Japanese prints do: show only part of a scene so that other 
people can use their imagination to fill in the rest of the 
scene. There was also a Catholic church and other places of 
worship. It’s true that we live in one world at a time, but we 
can spend some time in this world getting ready for the 
next world. 

People enjoyed creative things on this street, and they 
created things on this street. Honey realized that much of 
the magic in our world is in the arts. Other kinds of magic 
in our world can be found in people and in nature. Even 
science can — in a way — be regarded as a kind of magic. 
Honey knew that she needed to begin creating art again, 
and she needed to connect with other creative people. 

Honey Badger walked down the street. 
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Chapter 4: The Beginning of an Imaginative Journey 

As a creative person, Honey Badger had carefully read 
Dante’s Divine Comedy, in which Dante had made an 
imaginative journey to the various locals of the afterlife, 
which consist of the Inferno (Hell), the Mountain of 
Purgatory, and Paradise (Heaven). As a creative person, she 
decided to make an imaginative journey to Paradise. She 
had already visited Hell, and she figured that since life is 
short, she would soon visit the Mountain of Purgatory and 
spend hundreds or thousands of years there, and so she 
decided that visiting Paradise would be the best use of her 
time. She lifted her arms up in a Superman flying pose and 
jumped and took off like a rocket and went flying to the 
Sun, which is the center of our solar system. In Dante’s 
time, learned people believed that the Earth was the center 
of the universe, and so he believed that Sun orbited the 
Earth. We no longer believe that. Progress is possible, and 
a study of the history of science will prove that. 

Honey Badger flew like a comet to the Sun, and like Dante, 
she stopped there so that she could be educated by the 
saved souls who would visit her there.  

The saved souls dwelled in Paradise, but some of the saved 
souls met Honey Badger as she stopped at various locations 
in the physical universe so that they could educate and 
inspire her. 
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Chapter 5: The Sun (Wisdom) 

The Sun is a symbol of wisdom, and a wise soul came over 
to Honey Badger and said, “I am a follower of Muhammad, 
the prophet of Allah.” 

Honey Badger asked, “What wisdom can you teach me?” 

The follower of Muhammad replied, “One thing that you 
and the people of the United States need to learn and 
understand is that you ought not to judge an entire group of 
people by the actions of a few people in that group. That is 
especially important after the terrorism that occurred on 9-
11. Yes, Muslims committed those acts of terrorism, but 
Muslims as a group are not responsible for that terrorism. 
No one should say that all Muslims are terrorists because of 
the actions of a few terrorists who were Muslims. After all, 
the second worst act of terrorism on American soil — the 
1995 Oklahoma City bombing — was committed by an 
American white man: Timothy McVeigh. No one should 
say that all American white men are terrorists because of 
the actions of one American white man. After 9-11, a man 
whose name I shall not say got his pickup painted with a 
depiction of the fallen twin towers. On that painting 
appeared these words: ‘All I Need to Know About Islam I 
Learned from 9-11.’ That is an unfortunate opinion. 

“People need to know that many good Muslims exist. Some 
are even heroes. Here are some examples of good Muslims. 

“On a Ramadan evening in 2014, as Rasheed Pericheri, a 
36-year-old Indian, was going to a mosque to pray, he 
found a small blue purse containing credit cards, money, 
and important United Arab Emirates and Italian documents 
lying on a pavement in Abu Dhabi, capitol city of the UAE. 
He used the driving license he found in the purse to find the 
purse’s true owner and return her purse, which contained 
25,000 dirhams ($6,800 in US dollars) to her. The owner of 
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the purse, an Italian woman named Elvira, said, ‘I was 
carrying Dh 25,000 to buy three tickets for me and my two 
sons to fly to Italy. My husband, an engineer in Abu Dhabi, 
had a heart attack and we had to repatriate him to Italy. He 
has still not recovered and is in a coma. I am so grateful to 
Rasheed, who took the pain to track me down and hand 
over the purse.’ Mr. Pericheri said, ‘When I called her to 
inform her that I had found the purse, with the money, she 
began crying. She said a big thank you and gave me some 
money also as a gesture of gratitude.’21 

“In September 2013 (and before and after), many people 
were hit hard by the financial crisis in Greece, but that did 
not stop a resident of Xanthi in northern Greece from 
behaving ethically. The Greek, a member of the Muslim 
minority, found 8,000 euros in a bag. He was not wealthy 
and he was affected by the economic crisis, but he took the 
money to the police. The man who had lost the money, a 
Pontian Greek who works in Cyprus, came to the police to 
report his loss, and the police reunited the man with his 
money. The Pontian Greek thanked the Muslim Greek for 
his honesty and kindness.22 

 “One person of wisdom is a Redditor who goes by the 
name Daskolos2 and commented,  

I was in a really bad three-car accident a few years 
ago where a drunk driver ran a red light and hit 

                                                
21 For More Information: “Indian returns lost purse, money to its 
rightful owner in UAE.” DNAINDIA.com. 29 July 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/m2ss4sq>. Also: “Indian returns lost purse filled 
with 25,000 dirhams in UAE.” World News Report. 29 July 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/odfpu2t>. 
22 For More Information: Christina Flora, “Greek Man Hands €8,000 to 
Police,” Greek Reporter. 30 September 2013 
<http://greece.greekreporter.com/2013/09/30/greek-muslim-hands-
e8000-to-police/>. 
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another lady and me (the other lady died). This 
couple who had been leaving the mosque across the 
street heard the accident happen and came running 
to help. It was cold out and I was just sitting on the 
side of the road shivering and terrified. 

The lady wrapped me up in her coat and put her 
arms around me and just sat there with me, thanking 
God over and over that I was OK, until the 
paramedics got to me. It was one of the worst nights 
of my life, but she made it a lot better. 

Edit: This happened in the southern US. Mosques 
do tend to be rather controversial around here, 
which is one of the reasons I try to share this story 
whenever I get the chance, because that lady 
embodied loving thy neighbor as well as anyone 
I’ve ever known.23 

“Here is something that many non-Muslims do not know 
about: charitable giving by Muslims. For example: 

“On 22 September 2013 on Imgur, Redditor soupdogg8 
posted a photograph with the caption ‘Business in Dubai 
giving free food for the poor.’ Dubai is a city in the United 
Arab Emirates. The photo shows various items of food, 
along with a sign that had writing in Arabic and English. 
The English parts read ‘FREE FOOD, Only for those who 
have no money to buy food or unemploye’ (part of the 
word was cut off by the framing of the photo) and ‘We are 
Requesting you to take 1 pc per Person.’ Redditor 
Lowest_Of_the_Low commented, ‘Every place in Dubai 
that I shopped at in their bazars had free water. But this is 
even better. Third Pillar of Islam, like someone else 
                                                
23 For More Information: becauseisaidiwould, “What’s the nicest thing 
a stranger (who you never met again) has done for you?” Reddit. 25 
June 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/oo4rlew>. 



 63 

mentioned, is to give charity.” deedee50 commented that 
“having been to Dubai many times, [I have seen that] 
various mall[s] have these stands[;] it’s standard practice in 
certain areas, re: 3rd pillar they’re doing it for religious 
reasons not PR.’24 

“For Christmas 2012, St. John the Divine Catholic Church 
of London, Ontario, Canada, had a food drive. Among the 
biggest supporters of the food drive were the members of 
the London Muslim mosque. They gathered enough food to 
feed more than 100 families. Moe Lacerte, the volunteer 
president of the St. Vincent de Paul conference at St. John 
the Divine Catholic Church, said, ‘I feel extremely pleased 
and grateful, looking around this room. We’ve never had so 
much to give. We will have extra; we’ll be able to replenish 
our food bank here. We all want the same things — peace 
and respect — and I see this as a beginning of working 
together.’ After Mr. Lacerte reached out to the Muslim 
community, Ali D. Chahbar helped organize the drive with 
Zeba Hashmi, head of the outreach committee of the 
London Muslim mosque. Mr. Chahbar said, ‘To us, the 
spirit of Christmas is the spirit of brotherly love, and why 
wouldn’t we want to be a part of it?’ He added, ‘It is so 
nice. People are really different. They are nicer, and you 
notice it. I wanted to get a megaphone and shout, “Can we 
keep this going all year, people?” We are not Christians 
and don’t celebrate Christmas, but we are engulfed by the 
spirit and … any time there’s a jubilant harmonious feeling, 
whatever creed it is under, we thrive on it.’ Children at the 

                                                
24 For More Information: soupdogg8, “Business in Dubai giving free 
food for the poor.” Imgur. 22 September 2013 
<http://i.imgur.com/8y0qKYH.jpg>. Also: oupdogg8, “Business in 
Dubai giving free food for the poor.” Reddit. 22 September 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/l5whh2q>. Original Posting: “I wish more grocery 
stores would do something similar to this.” Imgur. July 2013 
<http://imgur.com/3hO6NMj>. 
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Islamic School collected most of the 30 boxes of food that 
the mosque donated. Mr. Chahbar said, ‘It was fantastic, 
amazing. Within the blink of an eye, they had boxes and 
boxes.’ Mr. Lacerte was impressed by the amount of food 
collected by members of Western University’s Muslim 
Student Association: ‘We filled a pickup truck, and my van 
is filled to the gunnels. It was unbelievable.’25  

“On 11 July 2013, Redditor Illipsis, who is a Catholic, 
posted on Imgur a photograph of a note and some sweets (a 
Snickers bar, a date-filled cookie bar, etc.) that he had 
received from a Muslim co-worker. This is the note:  

In the blessed spirit of Ramadan starting Monday 
evening July 8, 2013 and ending Wednesday 
August 7th, 2013, I would like to take this 
opportunity to extend my wishes and prayers to my 
beloved neighbors. Ramadan is a month where 
Muslims across the world fast from all worldly 
desires, food, drink, etc from sunrise to sunset and 
feed their souls with the nourishment of worship 
and remembrance of Allah (God). Prophet 
Muhammad (May God’s Peace and Blessings be 
upon him) taught us the following —  

Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should 
speak good or be silent. Whoever believes in Allah 
and the Last Day should be generous to his 
neighbor.  

Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day should 
be generous to his guest. 

                                                
25 For More Information: Jennifer O’Brien, “Muslims boost Catholic 
food drive.” The London Free Press (Ontario, Canada). 20 December 
2012 <http://www.lfpress.com/2012/12/20/muslims-boost-catholic-
food-drive>. 
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So in remembrance of my beloved Prophet, this is 
something very small I hope you will like. May 
God’s mercy, peace and blessings be upon each and 
every one of you and those whom you love and all 
of humanity. Amen :) 

With love, 

My husband and I, -Apt 12F.26 

“One good deed that the Muslim Snow Patrol of the Islamic 
Diversity Centre (IDC) in Newcastle, England, did during 
the winter of 2012-2013 was to clear snow from residential 
roads and drives in the West End of Newcastle. Newcastle 
City Council provided the Muslim Snow Patrol with 
gloves, shovels, and grit, and information about which parts 
most needed snow removal. IDC director Abu Tayeb said 
that residents ‘have been really appreciative of the work 
that we’re doing. They’ve been a bit surprised at why loads 
of bearded men have come and tried to help them clear 
their drives. As Muslims we believe that it is our Islamic 
duty to look after our neighbours, especially in these very 
difficult conditions. We’re trying to remove some of those 
preconceptions people have about Islam and Muslims by 
showing that Muslims actually do good things and are 
trying to help our neighbours.’ Nigel Todd, the Labour 
councillor for Wingrove, said, ‘The residential streets are 
more of a problem for [the council] because we just don’t 
have the money to grit and clear them. This group is a 
tremendous example of what can be done and what can be 

                                                
26 For More Information: Illipsis, “I’m Catholic, but I received this 
from a coworker this morning.” Reddit. 11 July 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/k9e63ee>. Also: Illipsis, Photo. Imgur. 11 July 
2013 <http://i.imgur.com/FexHpQN.jpg>. 
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achieved by everyone doing their bit. If every group just 
does a little bit, then together we can do a huge amount.’27 

“Although so many good Muslims exist, some non-Muslim 
people judge them negatively through a lack of knowledge. 
They can even threaten innocent Muslims. Fortunately, 
other people combat such ignorance. Learn this: 

“Websites such as Hoax-Slayer and Snopes do good deeds 
by pointing out inaccurate information. For example, this is 
an inaccurate email that has been widely disseminated: 

Subject: Fw: Fwd: Sign in Houston Mall 

What enrages me is that Americans would shop 
there!!!! Now, this is stepping over the line.  

IN CASE YOU HAVE NOT SEEN THIS. READ 
CAREFULLY........... 

This is so ‘Unbelievable’....  

In Houston ... 

Harwin Central Mall: The very first store that you 
come to when you walk from the lobby of the 
building into the shopping area Had this sign 
posted on their door. The shop is run by Muslims. 
Feel free to share this with others. 

“In the email appears a photograph of the sign, which 
states, ‘We will be closed on Friday, September 11, 2009 to 
commemorate the martyrdom of Imam Ali (A.S.)’ 

“The email continues, 

                                                
27 For More Information: Nisha Joshi, “Meet The Muslim Snow Patrol 
Cleaning Up The City.” Sky Tyne and Wear (Newcastle, England). 23 
January 2013 <http://tyneandwear.sky.com/news/article/53869/meet-
the-muslim-snow-patrol-cleaning-up-the-city>. 
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Imam Ali flew one of the planes into the twin 
towers. 

Nice huh? 

Try telling me we’re not in a 

Religious war! 

THIS HAS NOT BEEN AROUND....SO MAKE 
SURE IT DOES! 

“Hoax-Slayer provides a brief analysis of the inaccurate 
email as well as a more detailed analysis. This is the brief 
analysis: ‘This sign was indeed posted on the door of a 
shop at Harwin Central Mall in Houston, Texas in 
September 2009. However, aside from the date, the sign 
has no relationship whatsoever with the September 11, 
2001 terrorist attacks. Imam Ali, the person named on the 
offending sign, was not one of the September 11 hijackers 
as claimed in the protest message. In fact, Imam Ali is a 
holy man much venerated in the Islamic religion and he is 
viewed by Muslims as the successor to Muhammad 
himself. Imam Ali died hundreds of years ago in the year 
661 AD.’ The detailed analysis by Hoax-Slayer ends with 
this paragraph: ‘Given the date of the store’s holiday, it is 
not at all surprising that the sign caused so much confusion 
and consternation. That said, it seems clear that the store 
manager meant no disrespect, even though the placing of 
the sign with such wording at that particular time of the 
year was certainly ill conceived. Although the initial 
confusion caused by the sign is certainly understandable, it 
is hard to imagine how Imam Ali’s name was misidentified 
in the subsequent protest email as one of the 2001 hijackers 
other than by a deliberate and wil[l]ful act of deception.’ 
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“The owner of the store has been threatened because of the 
erroneous information in this and other, similar emails.28 

“Even teenaged Muslims have been heroes. For example: 

“When a house caught fire with an 11-year-old boy inside 
in March 2012 in the western Red Sea port of Jeddah, the 
second largest city in Saudi Arabia, two teenagers rescued 
him. The teens climbed a ladder up to the second floor of 
the building. One teen smashed in a window, and they got 
the boy out of the apartment and down the ladder. King 
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia awarded the two teen heroes — 
Mohammed Omar Al Shamma, a Saudi, and Mustafa 
Ahmed Mohammed, a Chadian — SR1million, or $266,660 
USAmerican.”29 

                                                
28 For More Information: “Muslim Sign in Houston Mall Protest 
Message - The Martyrdom of Imam Ali.” Hoax-Slayer. 
<http://www.hoax-slayer.com/houston-mall-sign.shtml>. Accessed 21 
June 2013. Also: “Store Honors Islamic Martyr.” Snopes. 
<http://www.snopes.com/rumors/photos/martyr.asp>. Last updated: 10 
September 2012. Also: UPI, “Muslim shopkeeper threatened in 
Houston.” UPI.com. 9 July 2010 
<http://www.upi.com/Top_News/US/2010/07/09/Muslim-shopkeeper-
threatened-in-Houston/UPI-16931278707390/>. 
29 For More Information: “Video: Teens rescue boy from burning 
building: Dragged boy out of blazing house by smashing window.” 
Emirates247.com. 14 March 2012 
<http://www.emirates247.com/news/region/video-teens-rescue-boy-
from-burning-building-2012-03-14-1.448431>. Also: Video. YouTube. 
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mF5VdLQO7Bk&feature=player_
embedded>. Also: “Teenagers Save Boy From Burning Building.” 
Right This Minute. 27 August 2012 
<http://www.rightthisminute.com/video/teenagers-save-boy-burning-
building>. Also: “SR2m from Saudi king to child fire rescuers.” 
Emirates247.com. 1 May 2012 
<http://www.emirates247.com/news/region/sr2m-from-saudi-king-to-
child-fire-rescuers-2012-05-01-1.456610>. 
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“Most Muslims condemn terrorism, even when committed 
by other Muslim terrorists. For example: 

“On 22 May 2013, two men murdered British Army soldier 
Lee Rigby near the Royal Artillery Barracks in Woolwich, 
southeast London, England. The two murderers told 
passersby that they had killed the soldier to avenge the 
killings of Muslims that they said the British military had 
committed. The English Defence League (EDL) is a far-
right group that opposes the spread of what it calls Islamic 
extremism in the United Kingdom. Following the 
Woolwich murder, about half a dozen people showed up at 
an EDL-sponsored protest at a mosque in York, England. 
Members of the mosque invited the protesters inside for tea 
and plates of custard creams. Leanne Staven, one of the 
protestors, said, ‘We need a voice. I think white British 
who have any concerns feel we can’t speak freely.’ She 
added, ‘Change has been coming for a long time, and in 
light of what happened to that soldier in Woolwich there 
have to be restrictions on people learning extremist 
behaviour and it has to stop.’ Some Muslims at the York 
mosque believe that the possibility of genuine dialogue 
exists. Mohammed el-Gomati, a lecturer at the University 
of York, said, ‘There is the possibility of having dialogue. 
Even the EDL who were having a shouting match started 
talking, and we found out that we share and are prepared to 
agree that violent extremism is wrong. We have to start 
there. Who knows — perhaps the EDL will invite us to an 
event and the Muslim community will be generous in 
accepting that invitation.’ Ismail Miah, president of York 
mosque, said, ‘Under the banner of Islam there are very 
different politics: democratic politics, the far right, left, 
central, all over. You can’t target a whole community for 
what one or two people have done. What they’ve done in 
London is for their own reasons but there’s no reasoning 
behind it from an Islamic point of view.’ A boy at the 
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mosque displayed this sign: ‘York Mosque welcomes 
anyone who condemns extremist violence.’30 

“On 12 October 2002, a violent Islamic group set off 
bombs on Bali, an island that is part of Indonesia. Civil 
servant Bambang Priyanto heard an explosion while he was 
reading in bed. He got up and headed toward the explosion 
on his motorbike, carrying a flashlight and a first-aid kit. 
He said, ‘People were bleeding, screaming, “It’s hot, very 
hot,” and some had skin peeling.’ He witnessed much 
death, and he helped to save lives. Over the next 11 hours, 
he led a group of 20 people — non-extremist Muslims — 
and they ferried the wounded to a hospital. He said, ‘Every 
anniversary, I feel the heat from the flames that night, I get 
flashbacks of people’s hair and clothes on fire, how they 
roll around on the street. It’s terrifying. No one wants to 
ever see that happen again.’ Over 200 people died in the 
terrorist attack. He believes that the vast majority of 
Muslims in Indonesia are against such terrorist acts. He 
said, ‘Perhaps it was God’s will that He did not like what 
was being done in the religion’s name there, that somehow 
a group of ordinary Muslims plunged into the rescue effort 
without hesitation.’ After the terrorist attack, Bambang 
Priyanto joined the Red Cross, and he has provided help at 
various disaster sites in Indonesia.31 

                                                
30 For More Information: Ann Czernik, “York mosque counters EDL 
protest with tea, biscuits and football.” Guardian (UK). 27 May 2013 
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/uk/2013/may/27/york-mosque-protest-tea-
biscuits>. Also: “2013 Woolwich attack.” Wikipedia. 
<http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2013_Woolwich_attack>. Accessed 28 
May 2013. 
31 For More Information: Zakir Hussain, “‘I Still Get Flashbacks of 
People on Fire’, Says Bali Bomb Rescuer.” Jakarta Globe (Indonesia). 
12 October 2012 <http://www.thejakartaglobe.com/news/i-still-get-
flashbacks-of-people-on-fire-says-bali-bomb-rescuer/549768>. 
Reprinted in Jakarta Globe courtesy of The Straits Times (Singapore). 
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“On 11 September 2012, terrorists killed Chris Stevens, the 
United States ambassador to Libya, in an attack on the U.S. 
consulate in Benghazi, Libya. Three other people died in 
the attack. The attack was at first thought to be a response 
to an anti-Islam film. Many Muslims condemned the 
murders. The Muslim organization CelebrateMercy urged 
Muslims to write letters of condolence for Mr. Stevens’ 
family. Over 7,500 letters from 115 countries poured in. 
Dr. Anne Stevens, who is Chris Stevens’ sister, wrote, ‘I 
want to thank you on behalf of our family for 
the tremendous efforts you have been making to collect 
letters from people around the world. We are thankful for 
the goodwill of the thousands of good people who are 
reaching out. It is this public display of goodwill that will 
move us all to better understanding and collaboration.’ The 
letters — bound into a book — were presented to Dr. Anne 
Stevens. Tarek El-Messidi, founder of CelebrateMercy, 
said, ‘Violence and vandalism, no matter how angry you 
are, is not right in any religion. By killing an innocent man, 
this mob did more to offend the Prophet Muhammad’s 
legacy than this film could have ever done. The Prophet 
Muhammad embodied mercy and patience on a daily basis, 
and taught that killing a single person is equivalent to 
killing all of humanity. This tiny, but loud minority 
obviously wasn’t listening, but the outpouring of heartfelt 
letters from Muslims worldwide reflects the values of the 
overwhelming majority.’ According to CelebrateMercy’s 
press release about the presentation of the letters to Dr. 
Anne Stevens, ‘CelebrateMercy is a non-profit organization 
that aims to educate people of all faiths about the Prophet 
Muhammad through online telecasting and social media.’32 

                                                
32 For More Information: “Press Release: Ambassador Stevens' Family 
to Meet with Director of Global Muslim Condolence Letters 
Campaign.” CelebrateMercy Press Release. 10 November 2012 
<http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?llr=kkoe5idab&v=00
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“Fortunately, many good and accepting Christian people 
exist. For example: 

“In 2013, St. John’s Episcopal Church in Aberdeen, 
Scotland, began to welcome Muslims to use its premises 
for Islamic prayers because the mosque they were praying 
at was too small and so worshippers were forced to pray 
outside. Chief Imam Ahmed Megharbi leads the five daily 
prayers of Islam in the main chapel. The minister of St. 
John’s, Reverend Isaac Poobalan, age 50, said, ‘Praying is 
never wrong. My job is to encourage people to pray. The 
mosque was so full at times, there would be people outside 
in the wind and rain praying. I knew I couldn’t just let this 
happen — because I would be abandoning what the Bible 
teaches us about how we should treat our neighbours. 
When I spoke to people at the church about the situation, 
someone actually said to me this was not our problem, but I 
had seen it with my own eyes, so it was a problem.’ He 
added, ‘They were out there praying and the snow came on 
for the first time in winter, it was really hard to watch. 
When they were doing the prayer, they had their hands and 
feet exposed and they were sitting on the pavement, which 
is very rough. You could even see them breathing because 
it was so cold, and I think when I saw that, the visual 
impact was such that I just couldn’t walk past. It felt 
wrong, mainly because the church is next door, it’s a big 
building and it remains empty on a Friday lunchtime, which 
is when they need the place most as that’s when they are at 
their busiest. We had something we could offer and they 
were just standing out in the cold and I said to my 
congregation, “We need to do something.”’ Sheikh Ahmed 
Megharbi of the Syed Shah Mustafa Jame Masjid mosque 

                                                                                              
1T6qkBtjSWrOKkIbOOFnq-Nhl_-
z54U6nxs4Wf_0m_61UR_81sDQnZBA7ic3pr4JJGBbkbuI1UKEgmri
Kw6nhHRO1n0cNi4ScGPULKqFXMzk1w7ucTbb5xA%3D%3D>.  
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said, ‘What happens here is special, and there should be no 
problem repeating this across the country. The relationship 
is friendly and respectful.’ Reverend Poobalan said, ‘It’s a 
move that is so basic and fundamental. It has nothing to do 
with religion — it’s all based on human need. The religious 
divide shouldn’t divide us as people. But I anticipated there 
would be some opposition as it’s strange and new and there 
was some natural anxiety in the beginning. But once people 
realised that there is more commonality between us. I 
certainly hope, wish, and pray that this will help relations 
between the two religions. When I spoke to the imam, there 
was some hesitation on their part, too, because this has 
never been done before. But they took us up on the offer 
and it has been a positive relationship.’ St John’s is part of 
the Scottish Episcopal Church. The Right Reverend Doctor 
Robert Gillies, who is the Bishop of Aberdeen and Orkney, 
said, ‘It would be good to think we can change the world. 
Most of us most of the time feel we can’t so don’t bother. 
But sometimes, someone has a vision we can do something 
of global significance on a local scale. This is what is 
happening between St John’s and the mosque in its 
grounds. Everyone can do something locally, and if more 
were to do so, then something big might just begin to 
happen globally.’33 

“Muslims have done much the same thing for Christians: 

“Coptic Christmas is celebrated on January 7 of each year. 
On 1 January 2011, a terrorist attack — apparently by 
radical Muslims — on Saints Church in Alexandria, Egypt, 
killed 21 Christians. Following the terrorist attack, 

                                                
33 For More Information: Helen Lawson, “The church that’s opened its 
doors to Islam: Christians roll out welcome to Muslims who were 
having to pray in the wind and rain because their mosque was so 
small.” Daily Mail (UK). 18 March 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/brcg2dm>. 
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solidarity between many Muslims and Coptic Christians 
occurred. Mohamed El-Sawy, a Muslim arts tycoon, said, 
‘We either live together, or we die together.’ On 6 January 
2011, thousands of Muslims showed up at Coptic churches 
in Egypt to act as human shields. Their message: If you kill 
these Christians, you’ll have to kill us Muslims, too. The 
human shields included the two sons of then-Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak, Muslim televangelist 
and preacher Amr Khaled, movie stars Adel Imam and 
Yousra, and thousands of other Egyptian citizens. Dalia 
Mustafa, a student who attended Mass, said, ‘This is not 
about us and them. We are one. This was an attack on 
Egypt as a whole, and I am standing with the Copts because 
the only way things will change in this country is if we 
come together.’ Following the massacre of the 21 
Christians, the image of a cross within a crescent — the 
symbol of ‘Egypt for All’ — appeared as the Facebook 
profile picture of millions of Muslim Egyptians. In 
Alexandria, many banners appeared that showed mosques 
and churches, crosses and crescents, and calls for unity. 
Muslims are the majority in Egypt; Christians are a 10 
percent minority.34 

“Other groups are also judged by the actions of a few. A 
white person who has been beaten up by black teenagers 
can begin to think that all black teenagers are thugs. They 
are not. A black person who has been beaten up by white 
teenagers can begin to think that all white teenagers are 
thugs. They are not. 

“The lesson I want you to learn is that not all Muslims are 
terrorists. The bigger lesson is to not judge a large group of 
people by the evil actions of a few.” 
                                                
34 For More Information: Yasmine El-Rashidi , “Egypt’s Muslims 
attend Coptic Christmas mass, serving as ‘human shields.’” Ahram 
Online. 7 January 2011 <http://english.ahram.org.eg/News/3365.aspx>. 
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Chapter 6: Mercury (Gifts) 

Honey Badger arrived on Mercury, and a saved soul came 
over to her and said, “Many people have been generous at 
giving gifts. Here are some examples: 

“Simon, a stay-at-home father in the United Kingdom, 
writes a blog titled Man vs. Pink. One post was about his 
two-year-old daughter and her love of Princess Leia of Star 
Wars fame — his daughter wanted more Princess Leia toys 
to play with. A woman named Emily in the United States 
read Simon’s blog and offered to give Simon’s daughter 
her own Princess Leia and feminine Star Wars toys from 
her high-school days. She said, ‘I know how it was growing 
up a girl in a Star Wars world, so I’ll gladly share what I 
have.’ She sent them a package that contained these items: 
‘three boxed 12-inch Queen Amidala dolls, a boxed 12-
inch Princess Leia doll, and a Queen Amidala towel.’ She 
also sent this note:  

Simon, 

I hope your daughter enjoys these dolls. I’m happy 
to share my love of Star Wars with your daughter 
and your family. Hopefully these will help fill the 
gap until some new official merchandise surfaces. 

I only have one Leia doll, but Amidala/Padmé was 
marketed a fair bit, with her many dresses and 
hairstyles. Like many overzealous fans, I snapped 
up what I could, but already being in high school, I 
never played with them — just had them on a shelf 
in my Star Wars covered room until another interest 
came along and they got put into storage for 10 or 
so years. Now they can leave their boxes for some 
proper playtime. 

Enjoy! And may the force be with you, always! 
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Sincerely, 

Emily 

“Emily did not want any money for the toys, but Simon did 
reimburse her for the shipping costs. 

“Simon said, ‘I feel immensely lucky that someone as 
caring as Emily read the blog and reached out to myself 
and my daughter. Now she has these dolls, she has another 
way to engage with Star Wars, and most importantly with 
female characters as that is what she is seeking out at the 
moment. She already — at two — defines people as either 
male or female, so is drawn [to] people like her — girls — 
in stories.’35 

“On 29 August 2014, Redditor (and Australian) 
themajesticbeard posted a Good Guy Greg meme (that 
perhaps should have been a Good Girl Gina meme) that 
stated, ‘HEARS ABOUT AN IMGURIAN BEING 
SCAMMED ON EBAY / BUYS THE DOLL AND 
SENDS IT AROUND THE EWORLD AS IF IT’S NO 
BIG DEAL.’ 

“Themajesticbeard added this note: 

I recently put up a little post about what could I do 
about an eBayer not sending a Doll that my 
daughter purchased with her pocket money. It was 
past the 45 days eBay help so I was kind of stuck. 

The post didn’t go down well, with some people 
calling me a bad father for the price of the rare (in 

                                                
35 For More Information: Lisa Granshaw, “How a tiny ‘Star Wars’ fan 
got the Leia doll of her dreams.” Daily Dot. 8 July 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/qeyt2gz>. Also: Simon, “What’s the opposite of a 
Troll? I reckon it’s an Emily…” Man vs. Pink. 6 July 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/o9w432w>. 



 78 

Australia) doll and others claiming I was telling tall 
tales. 

At that point I started to think Imgur may not be the 
fun supportive place that I once thought. You 
seemed to warm to my many sarcastic comments 
but a cry for help wasn’t wanted. I have deleted it 
now. 

All that aside one Imgurian sent me a private 
message offering to send the doll from England as 
they had them in stock over there. I asked how 
much and she replied, ‘It’s a gift.’  

To be honest I thought this might have been 
someone pulling my leg, but after several texts she 
convinced me that she was a genuine Good Guy 
(Girl) Greg. 

Briggsybear was the legend that went above and 
beyond to make a kid smile. She deserves some 
upvotes. (I’ve thrown quite a few her way already.) 

“By the way, it’s an Elsa Frozen doll.36 

“In March 2008, Morgan Armstrong, age four and a half, 
got her first official ID card at the Department of Motor 
Vehicles in Suffolk, Virginia. It even had her photograph 
and full name on it. Her brother, Sterling, age six, also got a 
new ID, which he put in a wallet. He loaned Morgan a 
Spider-Man wallet to put her new ID in. They visited some 
other places and all was well until Morgan discovered that 
she had lost her new ID and the Spider-Man wallet. Her 
                                                
36 For More Information: themajesticbeard, “There is truly kindness in 
the world.” Imgur. 29 August 2014 
<http://imgur.com/gallery/N7gdarU>. Also: themajesticbeard, “My 
daughter with the doll.” Imgur. 29 August 2014 
<http://imgur.com/4XzEijr>. 
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mother, Chrissy Armstrong, said, ‘Morgan had been 
holding on to that thing so tight, it was amazing she was 
able to lose it.’ But at one point she tucked her coat under 
her arm, and she may have lost the wallet then. The family 
thought that the wallet was gone forever, but three weeks 
later a package arrived for Morgan. The package had a 
Newport News, Virginia, return address. Inside was the 
Spider-Man wallet, the new ID, and all the money that 
Morgan had put in the wallet: one penny. Also inside was 
this note: ‘Miss Morgan: My daughter Savannah found 
your wallet at Bass Pro shop in Hampton, Va. She was sad 
that you lost it, so we mailed it to you. We know you 
missed it.’ The note was signed Erica Press. Chrissy said, 
‘Everything was just how she had left it. We were all just 
so amazed. These days, most people would have found it 
and said, “Oh, a new wallet for me.”’ The Armstrong adults 
sent a thank-you note. She added, ‘My little girl is just 
learning how to write. My little boy is in kindergarten. But 
they both sat down and wrote thank-yous too.’ In addition, 
the Armstrong family got Savannah gifts. Chrissy said, ‘We 
got her a little wallet with hearts on it and a purse with little 
princesses on it.’ Morgan got one, too, so she can put her 
ID in it. Chrissy also said that the children’s father, Jason 
Armstrong, talked to them: ‘He explained … that she was 
extremely lucky, that this is not something she should 
expect if she loses anything else.’ He also told them that 
they should return to its rightful owner a wallet or other 
possession should they ever find one. Chrissy said, ‘I really 
do feel like it is something they will do.’37 

“In July 2006, Kelly Hatton of Greerton, Tauranga, New 
Zealand, spent 40 minutes in waist-deep water holding up a 
                                                
37 For More Information: Steve Stone, “Child’s good deed brings joy to 
Chesapeake girl.” Virginian-Pilot (Norfork, Virginia). 23 March 2008 
<http://hamptonroads.com/2008/03/childs-good-deed-brings-joy-
chesapeake-girl>. 
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person’s head so the person could breathe. The person was 
a trapped motorist who had crashed and landed upside-
down in a water-filled ditch. Unfortunately, she lost her 
uninsured car when another motorist crashed into it and 
totaled it. When she returned to her car the next morning, 
thieves had stolen her personal belongings and stripped her 
car. The mother of four spent a few days walking her 
children to school, but fortunately Francis Sydenham of the 
Sydenham Motor Group gave her a 1993 Suzuki Cultus 
Esteem valued at $3,500. When Ms. Hatton heard the good 
news, she said, ‘Oh, my God, you’re kidding me. This is so 
cool. I can’t believe it. It is awesome. You don’t think there 
are people out there like that. It means I can get back to 
work.’ Mr. Sydenham said, ‘She’s there trying to save 
someone’s life, the two guys who flagged her down have 
taken off, and she’s left holding the can. Then her car’s 
destroyed and vandalised. I want to help her out by giving 
her a car. The main thing is, we’re doing something for 
her.’38 

“The son of Mary Hicks of Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada, 
was without a bicycle because it had been stolen, so while 
the two were shopping, he asked her if he could have a new 
bike. Unfortunately, she was forced to tell him that they 
could not afford it. Fortunately, a man named Jimbo was 
nearby, playing hockey in an aisle with a boy. Jimbo, a big 
man with tattoos, gave her $350 and said, ‘No child should 
ever be without a bike in the summer.’ He then high-fived 
her son. Ms. Hicks wrote this in a 31 July 2012 letter to the 
editor of The Chronicle-Journal (Thunder Bay, Ontario, 
Canada): 

                                                
38 For More Information: Paul Dykes, “Good samaritan gets a helping 
hand.” Bay of Plenty Times (New Zealand). 20 July 2006 
<http://www.bayofplentytimes.co.nz/news/good-samaritan-gets-a-
helping-hand/964164/>. 
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I am astonished at the kind-hearted, selfless action 
of this individual. It brings a tear to my eye. Our 
community is quickly sliding downhill with crime 
and, to be honest, when I saw this man approach I 
was nervous. It just goes to show you cannot judge 
a book by its cover and that there are still good 
people in this community. He genuinely seemed 
happy to see the smile and excitement he placed on 
my son’s face. His thoughtfulness of his country 
and city will not go unnoticed. I will be taking my 
son to a local bicycle shop and buying him a bike 
that was made in Canada. So to this mystery, kind 
citizen: from the bottom of our hearts we thank 
you.39 

“After actor Paul Walker, most famous for The Fast and 
the Furious movie franchise, died in a car crash on 30 
November 2013, former Santa Barbara, California, jewelry 
store clerk Irene King recounted on her Facebook page a 
good deed that he had done several years previously during 
the holiday season. An associate in Bailey Banks and 
Biddle Jewelers told her, ‘There’s Paul Walker.’ Ms. King 
remembers, ‘“Oh, OK, yeah.” I said, “Yeah, he’s a nice-
looking man.”’ A United States soldier who was home 
from a tour in Iraq was in the store shopping for 
engagement rings with his fiancée. Ms. King remembered, 
‘She saw something that she really, really liked, but he 
said, “Honey, I can’t afford that.”’ The engagement ring set 
the fiancée wanted cost $10,000. Mr. Walker overheard the 
conversation. Ms. King said, ‘He called the manager and he 
said, “Umm, the ring that those people are looking at — put 
it on my tab.” Soon after that, he just left.’ Mr. Walker also 
                                                
39 For More Information: Mary Hicks, “A kind gesture.” Letter to the 
Editor. The Chronicle-Journal (Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada). 31 
July 2012 <http://www.chroniclejournal.com/editorial/letters/2012-07-
31/kind-gesture>. 
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requested that his identity be kept secret from the couple. 
The store told the couple that the engagement ring set was a 
gift from a person who wanted to remain anonymous. Ms. 
King said, ‘To do something like that [for] a perfect 
stranger is just unbelievable.’40 

“In October 2013, Imgurian KyleBrodes, aka Kyle, who 
lives in Kansas City, Kansas, posted a sarcastic image on 
Imgur mock-complaining about how his friends are all 
playing Grand Theft Auto V but he can’t afford to buy a 
copy because he has to pay for things like rent and food for 
his two daughters. Imgurian leveebreaks saw the post and 
wrote in the comments, ‘Send me a message with an 
address or PO box, and I’ll ship you a copy of GTA V on 
the system of your choosing, Kyle.’ He then added that he 
was doing this good deed ‘to say thanks for being a good 
father, and taking care of your family first.’ The package he 
sent included not only the GTA V game but also some My 
Little Ponies for Kyle’s two daughters: Guinevere and 
Genevieve. After the package arrived and made him and his 
two daughters happy, Kyle wrote, ‘In all seriousness this is 
one of the nicest, kindest, most unbelievable random acts of 
kindness I have ever been a part of. Those girls have slept 
with those horses every night, and I have been nerding out 
as much as possible on GTA V (officially one of, if not 
THE, greatest game[s] of all time).’ leveebreaks wrote, 
‘Glad you’re enjoying the game and the girls are enjoying 
the ponies!’41 

                                                
40 For More Information: “Jewelry Store Clerk Recalls Paul Walker’s 
Anonymous Gift To Soldier and Fiancee.” CBS (Los Angeles, 
California). 2 December 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/p3kbr5p>. Also: 
Jenny Depper, “Paul Walker Was a True Gem According to Jewelry 
Store Clerk.” Yahoo! OMG! 3 December 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/ovvzwzq>. 
41 For More Information: KyleRhodes, “Random Imgurite sends my 
family presents from across the country. Unbeliveable Random Act of 
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“In October 2012, Kristin Schwab and her fiancé, Michael 
Parton, paid almost $5,000 as a deposit to reserve 
Bridgewaters as a venue for their wedding reception. 
Unfortunately, Hurricane Sandy damaged Bridgewaters so 
badly that it was still shuttered in June 2013. Ms. Schwab 
and Mr. Parton were using the courts as they tried to get 
their deposit returned. They also had difficulty getting the 
money to pay for a new venue for their wedding reception, 
which will be held in August 2013. Fortunately, criminal 
lawyer Benjamin Brafman, founder of a law firm based in 
Manhattan, read about the couple’s problems in an article 
in The New York Post, and he mailed Ms. Schwab a check 
for enough money to pay the deposit for their new venue. 
Mr. Brafman did not think that the couple would get their 
deposit refunded to them in time for the August wedding 
because the court system can move slowly. Ms. Schwab, 
who is an Emergency Room internist, said, ‘I’m just 
stunned by the whole thing. I was like, “Holy Cow! I didn’t 
know there were still Good Samaritans out there!”’ Mr. 
Brafman said, ‘Helping a bride make her wedding is about 
the best Mitzvah [good deed] a person can do.’42 

“A person who posts online as Samx3i wrote on 13 July 
2013 about a good deed that he and his wife did for a 
woman and about the wonderful thank you that they 
received from her afterward: ‘My wife and I went out of 
our way to help a lady whose car wouldn’t start. Tonight, 
we got a knock at our door.’ The woman brought them a 
                                                                                              
Kindness.” Imgur. 15 October 2013 
<http://imgur.com/a/c5NpR?gallery#D66KSC1>. Also: leveebreaks, 
“Gallery comments.” Imgur. 15 October 2013 
<http://imgur.com/user/leveebreaks>. 
42 For More Information: Julia Marsh, “Really Good Samaritan lawyer 
helps couple who lost $5K wedding venue deposit because of 
Superstorm Sandy.” New York Post. 11 June 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/n8a8xzd>. 
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cake with fruit and the words ‘Thank you’ and ‘Chris & 
Wife’ written on it and also a card from Hallmark. Samx3i 
posted photos of the cake and card on Imgur and wrote 
about the inside of the card, ‘Seriously the best part. She 
actually drew an adorable cartoon version of herself being 
grateful. Who does that?’43 

“When the father of Jamie Farr (who played Klinger on 
TV’s M*A*S*H) died, Jamie was broke and needed money 
to get to Phoenix, Arizona, for his father’s funeral. Jamie 
started to tell a long-time friend, Andy Fenady, his 
problem, and before Jamie was able to finish, Andy gave 
him a signed blank check and said, “Fill it out for whatever 
amount you need.” Jamie filled it out for $50 — at the time 
that was enough money for a round-trip air ticket.44 

“Some children are incredibly nice. A boy named Jacob 
made his mother a glass of strawberry-flavored milk. He 
left it in the refrigerator along with this note: ‘Dear Mom, 
This is for you, I understand how hard you work, and I 
know you love strawberry milk, so I made this for you. :) 
Jacob.’45 

“Someone who posted anonymously on Quora.com wrote 
about a man who may have been homeless who came into a 
truck stop and asked a waitress whether 38 cents was 
enough to buy a cup of coffee. She replied, ‘Of course. 

                                                
43 For More Information: Samx3i, “Paid forward.” Imgur. 13 July 2013 
<http://imgur.com/a/20UUr>. 
44 For More Information: Jamie Farr, Just Farr Fun, p. 87. 
45 For More Information: Laura Hibbard, “Son Leaves Adorable Note 
And Present For Hardworking Mom.” Huffington Post. 13 August 
2012 <http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/08/13/son-leaves-
adorable-note-for-mom_n_1773075.html?utm_hp_ref=good-
news&ir=Good%20News>. 
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Have a seat.’ The real price of a cup of coffee at the truck 
stop was 50 cents.46 

“The takeaway lesson here is that gifts — large or small — 
can be much appreciated.” 

                                                
46 For More Information: Anonymous, “Quiet Dignity at a Truck Stop.” 
19 March 2013 <http://www.helpothers.org/story.php?sid=44098>. 
Original For More Information: <http://www.quora.com/Life/What-is-
the-nicest-thing-youve-ever-done-that-no-one-knows-about>. 
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Chapter 7: Venus (Fighters Against Violence Directed 
Toward Women) 

Honey Badger flew to Venus, where she met a woman who 
said, “Venus is the planet of love, but a lot of hate has been 
directed toward women, who are often subjected to rape 
and to sexual harassment. People who fight violence 
directed toward women get to Paradise. For example: 

“Susie Essman plays the foul-mouthed Susie Greene on the 
HBO comedy series Curb Your Enthusiasm. Her tirades, 
which are many, are filled with profanity delivered in many 
original and colorful ways — she rivals the foul-mouthed 
Jay of Jay and Silent Bob fame in her talent for profanity. 
She uses this talent of hers in real life; in fact, her family 
uses ‘Susie Greene’ as a verb. For example, while she and 
her then-16-year-old daughter were walking on Broadway, 
a creep grabbed her daughter’s bottom. Ms. Essman says, 
‘Oh, he got so Susie Greened, I can’t even tell you — I 
went crazy on him!’ After proper and just revenge had been 
exacted on the creep, her daughter said to her, ‘Y’know, 
you just Susie Greened him.’ Ms. Essman replied, ‘Let that 
be a lesson for you! You Susie Greene anybody who ever 
does that to you!’47 

“Stopping a kidnapping and possible rape can be as easy as 
dialing your country’s emergency telephone number. In 
August 2013, a man attempted to kidnap a 17-year-old girl 
as she was walking on a street in Palmdale, Los Angeles 
County, California. The girl waved her hands to attract 
attraction. A Good Samaritan named Richie, who did not 
want his last name revealed, witnessed the kidnapping 

                                                
47 For More Information: Frank Lovece, “A (#(ASTERISK)&^$%!!) 
chat with ‘Curb Your Enthusiasms’ Susie Essman.” 26 October 2007 
<http://www.popmatters.com/pm/news/article/50324/a-asterisk-chat-
with-curb-your-enthusiasms-susie-essman/>. 
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attempt and called the Palmsdale Sheriff’s Station. 
Deputies quickly arrived, and the girl broke away from the 
man and ran toward the deputies. A convicted sex offender 
was arrested and pleaded no contest to the charges leveled 
against him. The district attorney’s office stated that the 
man ‘additionally admitted two prior strike convictions for 
forcible rape and kidnapping in 1999.’48 

“When Ohio University student Haley Butler visited 
London, she saw and enjoyed the musical Wicked, although 
she attended the musical alone despite having promised her 
parents that she would not go out alone at night. On her 
way back to her hotel, she noticed that a strange man was 
following her. She tried to get away from him, but he kept 
on following her. In the subway, she needed to take an 
elevator to get to ground level, but she thought, There is no 
way in hell I’m getting in the elevator with that man. He’s 
going to rape me. He’s going to rape me, and then kill me. 
She was making a major effort not to cry when the elevator 
door opened, and a man in the elevator looked at her, saw 
how frightened she was, and even though he had never seen 
her before, said, ‘Oh, my gosh! How are you? I can’t 
believe I ran into you!’ Haley knew that she had never seen 
this new man before, but she replied, ‘I’m great! It’s so 
good to see you.’ The strange man who had been following 
Haley left, and Haley said, ‘You saved me. That guy was 
following me, and I didn’t know what to do!’ The new man 

                                                
48 For Further Information: Ari Bloomekatz, “Convicted sex offender 
could face 30 years to life for latest charge.” Los Angeles Times 
(California). 29 October 2013 <http://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-
me-ln-convicted-sex-offender-kidnapping-
20131029,0,3610210.story#axzz2jbmTZrch>. Also: “Convicted sex 
offender charged in Palmdale kidnap-rape attempt.” OurWeekly (Los 
Angeles, California). 7 August 2013 
<http://ourweekly.com/news/2013/aug/07/convicted-sex-offender-
charged-palmdale-kidnap-rap/#.UnafpqV19bU>. 
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responded, ‘I know. I could tell by the look on your face! 
You seemed so frightened.’ The new man even walked her 
to her hotel just to ensure that she would be safe.  

“Some men can be very helpful in situations like this. 
Comedian Jay Leno once noticed a woman being harassed 
by a man, so he went over and pretended to be the woman’s 
boyfriend and chased the harasser away.49 

 “On 17 September 2013, Ben Sant, a 24-year-old 
electrician, heard his neighbor, a 31-year-old mother of 
three, screaming his name in Dimascio Place, Oakhurst, 
Sydney, Australia. He immediately ran to help her and saw 
a man armed with a knife attempting to rape her. The man 
escaped through a window and using keys that he had taken 
from the woman started her car. The man drove over Mr. 
Sant’s foot and broke it, crashed into a tree, and drove off. 
The car was later discovered — burnt out — in 
Toongabbie, which is about a 20-minute drive away. Mr. 
Sant’s boss, Turnkey Electrical Systems general manager 
Peter Guini, said, ‘The woman screamed for help and 
called out his name. He saw that she was in distress and 
went next door and there was a man attempting to rape her, 
apparently. The man fled out the window, Ben tried to 
follow him and he drove over his foot. The poor kid’s 
getting married in the next four weeks. He’s unable to work 
for six to eight weeks depending on his injuries. He’s a nice 
chap who’s been with us for eight years. The kid did his 
apprenticeship with us. She [the man’s intended victim] is 
just a nice person who lives next door and she’s required 
some help. He deserves a good pat on the back. We’re real 
proud of him.’ On 18 September 2013, while leaving his 

                                                
49 For More Information: Haley Butler, “Wicked,” pp. 20-25. Also: Bill 
Adler and Bruce Cassiday, The World of Jay Leno: His Humor and His 
Life, p. 59. 
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home to go to the hospital to get pins put in his foot, Mr. 
Sant said that he was fine.50 

“On 24 May 2014, a disturbance was reported at a housing 
estate in Clondalkin, west Dublin, Ireland. Gardai (Irish 
police officers) arrived and were told that a man was 
threatening to rape a woman. A security source told the 
Irish Mirror, ‘The guards arrived at the house and they 
knew there was already a protection order in place. The 
man was behind the door and was wrestling the woman to 
the ground screaming that he was going to rape her. It was 
only after one of them kicked at the door that he ran to the 
kitchen and the woman opened the door. It’s when they got 
to him that he started biting. He bit the guard a good few 
times before they were able to restrain him.’51 

“In the summer of 2014, Jasmine Jafferali was busy with 
her cell phone as she walked west along Van Buren Street 
in the West Loop of Chicago, Illinois, going to a workout 
when a man — who she thought looked deranged — 
accosted her. Ms. Jafferali said, ‘He had his hand raised up 
really high. I thought he was going to hit me.’ Fortunately, 
a Good Samaritan came out of a parking lot and shouted at 
the man. Ms. Jafferali said, ‘He goes, “Hey, you leave that 
girl alone! What are you going to do with that girl?” She 
moved away from the two men. A little later, the Good 
Samaritan shouted to her: ‘He said, “Hey, young lady, 
young lady, you’re good. You’re all fine. I got him. You’re 

                                                
50 For Further Information: Caroline Marcus, “Neighbour Ben Sant 
answers woman’s cries for help and stops an attempted rape in 
Oakhurst home invasion.” Daily Telegraph (Sydney, New South 
Wales, Australia). 19 September 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/n7xy36s>. 
51 For More Information: Cathal McMahon, Garreth MacNamee, 
“Three hour wait in A&E for brave garda who was bitten as he 
prevented a rape.” Irish Mirror. 31 May 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/kpk9abj>. 
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fine.”’ She called the Good Samaritan ‘my hero, my angel. 
Definitely, somebody was watching over me, protecting 
me.’ She said that she plans to put away her cell phone 
while she is walking alone on the street: ‘We need to look 
up more and be aware of our surroundings, not keep 
looking down when we’re walking.’52 

“In January 2010 two women stopped an attempted rape 
when they heard screams for help coming from an 
abandoned garage in Detroit, Michigan. The two women — 
Robin Hudson and Valerie Russell — are part of a group of 
citizens who patrol the streets and call police when they see 
a crime. Ms. Hudson said, ‘She was … like struggling for 
her life.’ She added that the 13-year-old girl was 
screaming, ‘Help, he’s trying to rape me.’ Ms. Russell said 
that ‘we opened up the door [to the abandoned garage] and 
Sister Robin snatched her in the car and we took off.’ 
Robin Hudson and Valerie Russell belong to the MAN 
Network — MAN is an acronym for Maintaining a 
Neighborhood. Bishop Tony Russell, founder of the MAN 
Network, said, ‘It’s essential for people to take community 
ownership and to make sure that our children have safety 
and have resources because the most important people in 
the world are children.’ Marcell Copeland, a member of the 
MAN Network, said, ‘We don’t ever want any of our 
people to get hurt, but if someone’s physically getting 
raped, then we should try to approach them and make a lot 
of noise to break that up.’53 

                                                
52 Source: Mike Parker, “Woman Says Good Samaritan Saved Her 
From Attack In West Loop.” CBS Chicago (Illinois). 5 August 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/naj6ln4>. 
53 For More Information: Ron Savage, “Women Stop Would Be Rape 
in Detroit.” WJBK. 29 January 2010 
<http://www.myfoxdetroit.com/dpp/news/local/women-stop-would-be-
rape-in-detroit>. Also: Sheena Harrison, “Neighborhood watch 
members save 13-year-old girl from man attempting to rape her.” 
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“On 2 September 2010, approximately 40 robbers stole 
money, cell phones, laptops, and other valuables from 
passengers on a train — the Maurya Express — going to 
Gorakhpur, India, from Ranchi, India. They may have 
gotten away with their crimes if they had not stripped and 
attempted to rape a girl in front of her parents. Sitting 
beside the girl was Bishnu Shrestha, age 35 and a Gurkha 
(Nepalese) soldier who had recently retired from service in 
the Indian army. He had his khukuri — a razor-sharp knife 
— with him, and he fought the robbers and would-be 
rapists for 20 minutes, killing three of them and injuring 
eight more before the rest fled. Some of the robbers were 
passengers on the train, which they stopped around 
midnight in the Chittaranjan jungles in West Bengal. Mr. 
Shrestha sat quietly until the robbers attempted to rape the 
girl. He said, ‘The girl cried for help, saying “You are a 
soldier — please save a sister.” I prevented her from being 
raped, thinking of her as my own sister.’ His left hand was 
injured but has since healed. He said about the robbers, 
‘They had carried out their robbery with swords, blades, 
and pistols. The pistols may have been fake as they didn’t 
open fire.’ He added, ‘Fighting the enemy in battle is my 
duty as a soldier; taking on the dacoits [robbers] in the train 
was my duty as a human being. I am proud to be able to 
prove that a Gurkha soldier with a khukuri is really a 
handful. I would have been a meek spectator had I not 
carried that khukuri.’ He surmised, ‘They may have feared 
that more of my army friends were traveling with me and 
fled after fighting me for around 20 minutes.’ Mr. 
Shrestha’s old regiment awarded him 50,000 Indian rupees 

                                                                                              
MLive.com. 30 January 2010 
<http://www.mlive.com/news/detroit/index.ssf/2010/01/neighborhood_
watch_members_sav.html>. 
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because of his bravery, and the Indian government gave 
him medals for bravery.54 

“Shaun Adams saw a teenaged woman who was ‘almost 
comatose’ from drinking too much at a tram (streetcar) stop 
in St Peter’s Square, Manchester, England. She had become 
separated from her friends. He tried but failed to rouse her, 
and when the tram arrived, he got on it and left the woman 
behind. However, he worried about her, so he got off at the 
next stop and then returned to St Peter’s Square. When he 
arrived, he saw her being sexually abused by another 
teenager, so he stopped a police car and told police what 
was happening. The sexual abuse and attempted rape were 
caught on closed-circuit TV cameras. The police arrested 
the man, who in April 2009 was sentenced to seven years in 
prison for attempted rape and sexual assault. Judge 
Clement Goldstone at Manchester Crown Court awarded 
Mr. Adams a £150 reward from Greater Manchester’s High 
Sheriff. Judge Goldstone praised Mr. Adams for his 
‘display of public-spirited behavior.’ He added, ‘I am quite 
sure he wishes now that he had intervened earlier than he 
did. But he must not feel that his lack of intervention was in 
any way responsible for what transpired. Had he not 
behaved in the way he did, this matter would not have been 
detected. His behavior has to be commended at the highest 
possible level.’ He said to the man who had attempted to 
rape the teenaged woman, ‘You were totally oblivious to 
her wishes — had she been able to communicate them to 
you — and you had no concern whatsoever for her dignity. 
I am satisfied, having seen the CCTV footage, that she gave 
you no encouragement. But you needed no encouragement. 
                                                
54 For More Information: Manoj Adhikari and Santosh Pokharel, “Lone 
Nepali Gorkha who subdued 40 train robbers.” Republica (Nepal). 13 
January 2011 
<http://archives.myrepublica.com/portal/index.php?action=news_detail
s&news_id=27100>. 
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She was, in your eyes, fair game for the humiliating 
experience to which you were able to subject her. You 
proceeded to treat her like a rag doll or worse, some kind of 
sex aid to satisfy your sexual lust.’ After the trial, Detective 
Sergeant Shagufta Khan said, ‘This man took advantage of 
a woman who was clearly in no position to give any kind of 
consent. He has violated her in the most horrific way, and 
even though she cannot clearly remember what happened to 
her, this alone has been extremely traumatic for her.’55 

“Fighting rapists is a good deed; so is fighting harassers. 

“Dawn Foster, a Welsh exile who lives in London and 
writes for the Guardian, shouts at street harassers. When a 
man groped her as she walking to a bus stop, she shouted at 
him, ‘HOW DARE YOU GROPE ME, YOU 
DISGUSTING MAN!’ Another man (a non-groping ally) 
then shouted at the man, ‘WHAT ARE YOU DOING? 
HOW WOULD YOU FEEL IF IT WAS YOUR SISTER?’ 
She added,  

My reflex action is to loudly call them names, and 
shout about what they’ve done. “YOU PIG, HOW 
DARE YOU GROPE ME!” shouted in a tube 
carriage [subway car] usually leaves the over-
entitled perve beetroot red as eyes bore into him. 
And the look of shock when you answer back often 
counters the anger and embarrassment you feel at 
being subjected to this crap yet again. Strolling to 
the station the other day, I clocked [saw] a bloke 
walking towards me slap the backside of a nearby 
woman. I shouted “WHAT A DICK!” at him, and he 

                                                
55 For More Information: “Samaritan saves woman from rape.” 
Manchester Evening News (UK). 28 April 2008 
<http://menmedia.co.uk/manchestereveningnews/news/s/1112148_sam
aritan_saves_woman_from_rape>. 
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looked terrified. The woman smiled at me and 
looked a bit less shocked. Hopefully I ruined his 
night. 56 

“BuzzFeed employees have had run-ins with creepers: 1) 
Ashley Perez remembers a creeper following her and her 
roommate one night. She also noticed a black car slowly 
pulling up to them. She thought, Seriously, is this really 
happening? Double harassed. But the man in the black car 
rolled down his window and yelled at the creeper, ‘Hey, 
leave these ladies alone!’ The creeper fled. Mr. Perez calls 
this her ‘knight-in-shining-car story.’ 2) Alexandra Vucetic 
remembers dropping her phone on the sidewalk while 
walking to the subway. She picked it up, and a man shouted 
at her, ‘Do it again!’ She turned around and saw a 60- or 
70-year-old man aiming his iPhone at her butt in 
preparation of taking a photo. She wrote, ‘Let’s say the 
only thing he ended up getting was a picture of my middle 
finger.’57 

                                                
56 For More Information: Holly Kearl, “16 Memorable Stories of 
Standing Up Against Street Harassment 2012.” The Pixel Project.” 2 
December 2012 <http://tinyurl.com/kaazxwo>. Also: Anonymous. 
“I’M PREJUDICED AGAINST MEN WHO STAND ON STREET 
CORNERS SHOUTING AT WOMEN!” Stopstreetharrassment.org. 21 
June 2012 <http://www.stopstreetharassment.org/2012/06/im-
prejudiced/>. Also: HD, “I KNOW HOW IT FEELS TO HAVE MY 
SAFETY AND MY RIGHTS COMPROMISED.” 
Stopstreetharrassment.org. 8 June 2012 
<http://www.stopstreetharassment.org/2012/06/melbourne/>. Also: 
Dawn Foster, “Why I Shout At Street Harassers.” The Flick. 
Wordpress. 6 September 2012 <http://the-
flick.com/wordpress/2012/09/1436/> 
57 For More Information: Julia Pugachevsky, “28 Troubling Stories Of 
Street Harassment.” BuzzFeed. 4 April 2014 
<http://www.buzzfeed.com/juliapugachevsky/troubling-stories-of-
street-harassment>. 
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“In 2011, as 15-year-old Brittney was walking on Church 
Street in New York City to get on a train, a man who 
looked 43 years old told her, ‘You got great legs, baby.’ 
She replied, ‘Excuse me. You probably have a daughter 
older than me.’ He said, ‘Sorry, you just look so sexy in 
that schoolgirl outfit I couldn’t help it, and you do have 
great legs.’ She replied, ‘Sexual harassment is a crime. 
Leave me alone or I will report you.’ He left — quickly. 
Brittney wrote, ‘I count that as a win for me because I hear 
things like that all the time, and I finally stood up for 
myself and said something. I shouldn’t have to feel dirty 
because of some [*]ssh[*]le!’58 

“In June 2011, New York City comedian and writer Kate 
Spencer was on the R train when a troll stroked her thigh as 
she walked past him. She wrote in her Tumblr blog, 
‘Without thinking I turned around and hit him as hard as I 
possibly could. I didn’t even stop walking, nor did I say 
anything. I did turn around to look at him as I hit him, and 
his face was one of shock but not of surprise. He knew why 
I had hit him; he just couldn’t believe he hadn’t gotten 
away with it.’ She also wrote that she has been harassed so 
many times since adolescence that she has lost count.59 

“In 2012, a woman in Melbourne, Australia, was harassed 
by a construction worker who looked her up and down and 
told her that she was hot. Loudly, she replied, ‘I don’t know 
who you are. We’re not friends,’ and kept on walking. 
Occasionally, she intervenes when she sees men ogling 
women on public transport:  
                                                
58 For More Information: Stop the Harrassment. 
<http://www.stopstreetharassment.org/strategies/assertive-
responses/assertive-responses-stories/>. 
59 For More Information: Kate Spencer, “Today A Man Touched Me 
On The Subway And So I Hit Him.” Tumblr. 8 June 2011 
<http://tinyurl.com/5t8z4yt>. 
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I have also been known several times, to intervene 
when it becomes obvious people are trying to 
covertly ogle using their camera phones on public 
transport. I will move from wherever I am and 
position myself very obviously between the 
perpetrator and the victim. It helps if I carry a big 
handbag or a broadsheet newspaper — anything big 
and clunky can be advantageous in this case!60 

“On 31 May 2014, Staind frontman Aaron Lewis stood up 
for an underaged girl crowdsurfer who was being groped 
by pedophiles at Rockfest KC 2014 in Kansas City, 
Missouri. He stopped midsong and said,  

All right, listen up, you f[**]king [*]ssholes. That 
f[**]king girl right there is like 15 f[**]king years 
old, and you f[**]king pieces of sh[*]t are 
molesting her while she is on the f[**]king crowd. 
Your f[**]king mothers should be ashamed of 
themselves, you pieces of sh[*]t. You should all be 
beaten down by everyone around you for being 
f[**]king pieces of shit. If I f[**]king see that sh[*]t 
again, I swear to god I will point you out in the 
crowd and have everyone around you beat your 
f[**]king [*]ss.  

“The f-word and similar words are words of power and 
should be used only in the right context — this is the right 
context. By the way, Mr. Lewis is the father of three 
daughters. 61 

                                                
60 For More Information: Stop the Harrassment. 
<http://www.stopstreetharassment.org/strategies/assertive-
responses/assertive-responses-stories/>. 
61 For More Information: Johnny Firecloud, “Staind Singer Aaron 
Lewis Blasts Underage-Groping Guys at Show.” Crave Online. 3 June 
2014 <http://tinyurl.com/ndorqo9>. 
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“In early 2014, a customer wrote an Urbanspoon review of 
the Atomic Grill restaurant in Morgantown, West Virginia, 
that requested waitstaff (presumably female waitstaff) to 
‘show more skin.’ Atomic Grill owner Daniel McCawley, 
who sometimes waits on tables, gave the customer what the 
customer asked for, which is not necessarily what the 
customer wanted. On the restaurant Facebook page, Mr. 
McCawley posted a photograph of the restaurant’s stuffed 
potato skins. Mr. McCawley said about the Urbanspoon 
review in an interview with ABC News, ‘It was brutish. I 
was upset. I’m a father of a 12-year-old girl, and I’ve got 
five sisters.’62 

“You can learn a lot from Reddit. On 30 May 2014, 
Redditor ImaPlayaAskYourMOm asked, ‘Has a random 
guy ever pretended to know you because he wanted to get a 
creepy dude to stop harassing you?’ Here are some replies 
(lightly edited): 

“One: frau-fremdschamen wrote, ‘Yes. I never even found 
out his name, but good GOD was I thankful. I was staring 
desperately at every person who walked by, and he was the 
one who finally stopped. He came up, said Hey, I lost you! 
(we were in a bookstore). He said hey to the creepy dude, 
said something about going to Starbucks, and led me off. I 
thanked him when we were off in another section and he 
was like no problem and wandered off. He was like my bad 
haircut guardian angel.’ 

“Two: jumpforcheese wrote, ‘I frequent a cafe in town, it’s 
a pretty trendy place, and the people who work there are 
super friendly. One day I was sitting in a corner studying 
with a cup of coffee, and this guy was constantly pestering 

                                                
62 For More Information: Katy Waldman, “A Restaurant’s Priceless 
Answer to the Request That Servers ‘Show More Skin.’” Slate. 21 May 
2014 <http://tinyurl.com/lb6ccfl>. 
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me. I obviously wasn’t interested, and he kept asking me 
the most mundane questions. I was trying really hard to get 
work done (headphones in, head down in books, etc.). Then 
one of the guys who works there brought me out a drink. 
He said that my boyfriend had made a new recipe and I 
could try it. This was implying that I had a bf who worked 
in the back at the cafe. The annoying guy immediately left. 
AND I got a free, super awesome smoothie. It was 
awesome! The guy who did this was half my age, and I 
DID have a bf elsewhere, so there was nothing romantic 
about this exchange. But sheesh do I tip well when I go 
there these days.’ 

“Three: nightcirus wrote, ‘I was rescued from a drunk old 
creeper on a cruise ship by an officer who simply placed 
himself between me and the creeper and just start[ed] 
talking to me like he has known me forever. It was a 
godsend because this guy was borderline rapey. I was really 
thankful and talked to the officer throughout the rest of the 
cruise [ten days].’ 

“Four: wegotbatzz wrote, ‘Yes! Outside a club in Glasgow 
waiting for my friends to collect from the cloakroom. A 
really creepy guy started edging closer and closer to me and 
even though I tried to casually stroll away to another spot 
where I could wait, he kept appearing at my side and trying 
to engage conversation with really terrible, aggressively 
sexual chat-up lines. Out of nowhere a young Canadian guy 
greeted me with a ‘Hey! Come on, we’re ready to go!’ put 
his arm round me, and led me away back towards the door 
of the club and waited with me ’til my friends came out. I 
was very confused at first when he led me away, but it was 
very sweet of him, and all the while we chatted I could see 
Creepy McCreeperson glaring at him from afar.’ 

“Five: thestarshine (a female) wrote, ‘No, but a female 
friend pretended to be a possessive girlfriend when this 



 99 

creepy drunk guy got way too close to me at a party once. 
He backed the f[**]k off.’ 

“Six: unamessahmahvehrr (a female) wrote, ‘I’ve found 
that you don’t even have to go as far as being the girlfriend. 
Just outnumbering a creeper can do the trick because they 
like to go after solo targets. Note: I’m 6’3”, like to wear 
heels (so more like 6’5”), and was taught well the art of 
‘staring a f[**]ker down until he runs’ by my Biker Dad. 
YMMV [You may have a different experience or different 
results. It worked for me. Your mileage may vary].’63 

“One of the bravest things that anyone can do is to testify in 
court against a murderer/rapist, but testifying is necessary 
to get evil people behind bars so that they can’t hurt 
innocent people. In August 1997, Holly Dunn and her 
boyfriend, Chris, were in Lexington, Kentucky. They left a 
university party to get some fresh air and talk, and an hour 
later a man came up to them and demanded, ‘Give me your 
money.’ He held something sharp against Chris’ neck. 
Holly told the man, ‘We don’t have any cash. Take our 
credit cards.’ Instead, the man tied up Chris and Holly, and 
then he left and got a huge rock and killed Chris with it. 
Then he raped Holly, who said later, ‘I have no idea how 
long the attack lasted for — my mind drifted up and out of 
my body — but afterwards I begged him to put my trousers 
back on. If they were going to find my body, I didn’t want 
to be naked. Bizarrely, he agreed. He then began to whack 
me across the head with something — a plank of wood, 
I think. I didn’t feel pain, just an immense pressure with 
each blow. I slipped into unconsciousness.’ The man did 
not succeed in killing her. She regained consciousness, 

                                                
63 For More Information: ImaPlayaAskYourMOm, “Has a random guy 
ever pretended to know you because he wanted to get a creepy dude to 
stop harassing you?” Reddit. 30 May 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/nrvmzyo>. 
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staggered to a house, and was taken to a hospital, where she 
was treated for an inch-deep stab wound to her neck, a 
broken jaw, a smashed eye socket, and many cuts and 
bruises. Eighteen months later, the man who had killed 
Chris and raped and tried to kill her was captured. Holly 
was the only known survivor of the attacks of the man, who 
was a serial killer, and so her testimony was needed in 
court. Holly said, ‘The night before my court appearance, 
I woke up screaming. I was petrified of facing my attacker, 
but as the only known survivor I was speaking on behalf of 
everyone he had killed.’ The man was found guilty, and on 
27 June 2006, he was executed by lethal injection. Holly 
said in 2011, ‘I’ve worked hard to ensure that I am a 
survivor, not a victim. I tell my story and lecture about 
personal safety, and the year before [the serial killer’s] 
execution I married Jacob — we had been together, on and 
off, since a few months after the attack. Chris will always 
be a part of our lives, though. I keep his framed photo in 
our home. Mostly, the attack feels firmly in the past, but 
there are some things that I can never forget, no matter how 
much I try — like the sound of that rock hitting 
Christopher’s head.’64 

“Men need to remember this: If your flirting strategy is 
indistinguishable from sexual harassment, you are the 
problem. That is the lesson that needs to be learned here. 
The takeaway lesson for everyone is don’t rape and don’t 
harass. But do resist rape and harassment.” 

                                                
64 For More Information: Holly Dunn, “Experience: I survived a serial 
killer.” Guardian (UK). 24 June 2011 
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/lifeandstyle/2011/jun/24/experience-i-
survived-a-serial-killer>. 
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Chapter 8: Moon (Feeding the Hungry and Helping the 
Homeless) 

Honey Badger flew to the Moon, the planet closest to the 
Earth, which is a planet of great wealth and great poverty. 
A soul who looked like an ordinary person came to her and 
said, “You didn’t think you would leave here without a 
Bible lesson, did you? Don’t worry. You will have only one 
lesson, but it will be an important one. Here it is: 

Matthew 25:31-46; King James Version (KJV) 

31 When the Son of man shall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit 
upon the throne of his glory: 

32 And before him shall be gathered all nations: and 
he shall separate them one from another, as a 
shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats: 

33 And he shall set the sheep on his right hand, but 
the goats on the left. 

34 Then shall the King say unto them on his right 
hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world: 

35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I 
was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, 
and ye took me in: 

36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye 
visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me. 

37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, 
Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? 
or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 
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38 When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? 
or naked, and clothed thee? 

39 Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and 
came unto thee? 

40 And the King shall answer and say unto them, 
Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it 
unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye have 
done it unto me. 

41 Then shall he say also unto them on the left 
hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his angels: 

42 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I 
was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 

43 I was a stranger, and ye took me not in: naked, 
and ye clothed me not: sick, and in prison, and ye 
visited me not. 

44 Then shall they also answer him, saying, Lord, 
when saw we thee an hungred, or athirst, or a 
stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not 
minister unto thee? 

45 Then shall he answer them, saying, Verily I say 
unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the 
least of these, ye did it not to me. 

46 And these shall go away into everlasting 
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal. 

“This Bible passage hardly needs to be explained; however, 
examples of putting the lesson into effect are useful: 

“Reuben, the uncle of David Bruce, co-author of this book, 
was born in the late 1920s and spent a few years on a 
Georgia chain gang while he was in his teens. After he was 
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released, he spent time as a homeless wanderer. Of course, 
he was broke and hungry a lot of the time, and he begged. 
Once, when he was broke and hungry, he went to a 
cafeteria and asked to speak to the manager. He explained 
to the manager that he was broke and hungry, and the 
manager told him to sit down. The manager then loaded a 
plate with food and gave it to him. Uncle Reuben acquired 
skills in working with sheet metal, got a good job, and 
raised a family. He has given money to homeless people 
who say that they are hungry, and he has taught his children 
to do the same thing. He is aware that not all homeless 
people will spend the money on food, but he does not let 
that bother him. Being too careful about giving away 
money to homeless people can mean that some hungry 
people stay hungry.65 

“In July 2014, Jenedith Fontanez, a 23-year-old mother of 
three, was a homeless mother who did not know where she 
and her baby would sleep. Her other children were living 
with their father. Fortunately, a stranger named Cherish 
Doutrich gave her a lift. Cherish picked up her husband, 
Andrew, and together they bought food for Ms. Fontanez 
and her seven-month-old infant, Isaac David. They also 
slipped $500 into her diaper bag. The $500 was enough to 
pay the deposit and first-month’s rent on a one-bedroom 
apartment in East Lampeter Township, Pennsylvania.  

“An article in a local newspaper alerted the general public 
to Ms. Fontanez’ needs, and people made donations of 
furniture and clothing to her and her baby. She said, ‘I’ve 
been overwhelmed by the number of people who have 
contacted me to offer food, baby-sitting services, furniture, 
clothes for the kids — all kinds of things. This is really 
helping me get back on my feet.’ She added, ‘There are a 

                                                
65 For More Information: Uncle Reuben. 
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lot of people out there that just need someone to take that 
first chance on them. I’ll be fine. Now it’s time to help 
other people out there.’  

“Ms. Fontanez needed that lift in July. She said, ‘I was just 
so tired. I didn’t know where I was going to sleep that 
night. I kept saying sorry to my son: ‘I’m sorry, I’m sorry.’ 
Never ever in my life did I expect to be in this situation. I 
fell so far.’  

“When Ms. Fontanez discovered the $500 that the 
Doutriches had slipped into her diaper bag, she tried to 
return the money to Cherish. Ms. Fontanez said, ‘She was 
like, “That didn’t come from me. That came from God. We 
really want you to get your own place.”’ Ms. Fontanez 
added, ‘That a complete stranger would do this for 
someone — I’ll never forget it. This is huge.’  

“Ms. Doutrich had seen Ms. Fontanez walking beside the 
road and noticed that she was crying. She turned her car 
around and went back. She said, ‘I felt uneasy. I never do 
that sort of thing — you never know these days — but I 
went back. She looked helpless. I didn’t feel right; it would 
be selfish of me not to at least stop and ask her if she was 
OK.’  

“Ms. Doutrich stopped and talked to Ms. Fontanez: ‘She 
said, “I’m OK.” I said, “You don’t look OK.” I told her to 
get in my car.’ Ms. Fontanez got in and told Ms. Doutrich 
her story. She said, ‘I honestly just vented. Everything I 
was holding in for so long just came out.’ She had lost her 
apartment because she could not pay the rent. She had left 
her purse and WIC [Special Supplemental Nutrition 
Program for Women, Infants and Children] food vouchers 
in a rental car that she owed money on and so could not get 
her possessions back. She had just started a job as a nurse’s 
aide at a local hospital, but she had already spent the money 
from her first paycheck on food and overdue bills.  
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“Ms. Fontanez said, ‘She asked me if I had eaten anything 
that day. I told her, “No, I have not.”’ Ms. Doutrich then 
got her husband. Ms. Fontanez said, ‘They asked me what 
they could do. I said, “Honestly, I just need to get my WIC 
check so I can get formula for my baby.” I was on my last 
bottle.’ They got formula for her baby and did so much 
more than that. Ms. Fontanez said, ‘I have so much to thank 
her for. She’s my angel, my miracle.’66 

“Redditor thriftstoretalent remembers being very poor 
while growing up with three siblings despite having both 
parents present. thriftstoretalent’s mother also remembers 
living less than paycheck to paycheck each week and being 
forced to frequently borrow money. Unfortunately, one day 
thriftstoretalent’s mother went to the pantry and discovered 
nothing except for one can of Popeye’s Spinach. Her 
children would not even let her heat it up because they 
were so hungry — they ate it out of the can. 
thriftstoretalent’s mother cried. The following day was 
Sunday. They went without breakfast, but thriftstoretalent’s 
father called his mother and got an invitation to take the 
family over for lunch. For the evening meal, 
thriftstoretalent’s mother called her mother and got an 
invitation to take the family over for supper. What to do the 
rest of the week, they had no idea. Thriftstoretalent 
remembers this: 

When we got back home, dad noticed that the door 
was unlocked. He told us to wait outside, because 

                                                
66 For More Information: Tom Knapp, “Kindness of strangers: Good 
Samaritan turns life around for homeless mom she passed on the 
street.” Lancasteronline.com (Pennsylvania). 7 August 2014; updated 8 
August 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/nu3sr4n>. Also: Karen Shuey, 
“Homeless mother helped by kindness of strangers plans to pay it 
forward.” Lancasteronline.com (Pennsylvania). 8 August 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/loj2eag>. 
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someone had broken in. A few minutes later, he 
came out crying hysterically. He couldn’t even talk. 
When we went inside, we saw the countertops 
completely covered in grocery bags, and the 
cabinets were stuffed to overflowing. I’ll always 
remember that, and hope to do something like that 
one day.67 

“In February of 1938, floods struck the San Joaquin Valley. 
To help people, author John Steinbeck worked with Tom 
Collins, who managed a camp for people who had migrated 
to California during the Great Depression to look for work. 
Together, they found a mother and her children. The 
mother was near starvation because she had given all the 
food to her children. Mr. Steinbeck walked two miles to a 
store to buy food for the mother and her children. Some 
public health nurses who had visited the area had left 
because they felt that the problem was too big for their 
efforts to make much improvement. Mr. Steinbeck 
disagreed with this view, saying that ‘the argument that one 
person’s effort can’t really do anything doesn’t seem to 
apply when you come on a bunch of starving children and 
you have a little money.’ In 1939, a university student 
asked Mr. Steinbeck what was his philosophy of life. Mr. 
Steinbeck replied, ‘I don’t like people to be hurt or hungry 
or unnecessarily sad. It’s just as simple as that.’68 

“Early in his music career, Buddy Holly and his band 
didn’t make much money, and they ran out of food. 
                                                
67 For More Information: montielove, “My mom took a greyhound 
from Detroit to Utah to get away from my abusive, sh[*]tty dad. She 
had 3 little girls, an infant (me), and next to no money. And then this 
happened while stopped at McDonalds along the way...” Imgur. 14 
March 2014 <http://i.imgur.com/B3v9bYX.jpg>. 
68 For More Information: Catherine Reef, John Steinbeck, pp. 82, 85, 
151, 122. 
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Desperate, he called a friend who owned a restaurant and 
said, ‘We’re hungry.’ The friend allowed them to eat at the 
restaurant in return for playing live there each Friday. In 
addition, he paid them a little money.69 

“Before the Holocaust, Leopold Mendlovic’s parents fed 
hungry people at their own family’s table in 
Czechoslavakia, although they had nine children of their 
own to feed. The young Leopold noticed that the 
impoverished people sometimes stank. Leopold says, 
however, ‘My parents … were very accepting and never 
said a word.’ Leopold managed to escape death at the 
hands of the Nazis during the Holocaust, but his parents 
died in the gas chambers at Auschwitz.70 

“When he was young, Roy DeBerry visited his 
grandmother during the Jim Crow days, and he saw an 
impoverished white man coming to visit her. She started 
preparing food, so he knew that she was going to feed the 
white man. Roy said, ‘Grandma, what does this cracker 
want?’ His grandmother told him, ‘You don’t do that. You 
don’t call someone a “cracker.” This man wants some food. 
He’s hungry.’ A grown-up Mr. DeBerry says, ‘I remember 
her feeding him, and that was really the first time I saw a 
white man come to our house for food. She also used that 
as an opportunity to teach me something.’71 

“Zero Mostel, star of The Producers and A Funny Thing 
Happened on the Way to the Forum, was Jewish — as so 
many comedians are. He had an enormous respect for his 
                                                
69 For More Information: Ron Knapp, American Legends of Rock, p. 30. 
70 For More Information: Sandra Giddens, Escape: Teens Who Escaped 
the Holocaust to Freedom (Rosen Publishing, 1999), pp. 14, 31. 
71 For More Information: Ellen Levine, Freedom’s Children: Young 
Civil Rights Activists Tell Their Own Stories (New York: G.P. 
Putnam’s Sons), p. 9. 
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father, Israel, who used to bring hungry men home with 
him to eat with the family. One day, one of the children 
asked, ‘Why did you invite this person to eat with us? He 
isn’t Jewish.’ Israel replied, ‘I didn’t ask him if he was 
Jewish; I asked him if he was hungry.’72 

“How can you help feed hungry people in your own 
community? Some women do it by clipping coupons. In 
March 2010, Heather Bonner founded Clipping for a 
Cause, a nonprofit organization that saves big bucks by 
using coupons to buy food and household items that it 
donates to organizations that feed the hungry in her 
community. She gets lots of help. For example, Cyndy 
Pearce does the shopping at Walmart, Karla Price makes 
deliveries to food banks and shelters, and Carrie 
Menegigian makes up lists of coupons to clip. The group 
meets in the basement of First United Methodist Church of 
Lawrenceville, Georgia. Ms. Menegigian said that Ms. 
Bonner ‘sees people that are in need and she sends out the 
alarm and collects things for them. She wants everybody to 
be taken care of in whatever need it is.’ Ms. Bonner started 
couponing as a way to improve her family’s finances. She 
said, ‘I had three kids in diapers, I needed to do something. 
The money we save is essentially earned income.’ She was 
so successful at it that she had more than she needed of 
many items, and she donated the extra items to charity. She 
added, ‘The main thing that we’re trying to get across is 
that it is so important right now in these economic times to 
save for yourself and your family, but at the same time you 
can pay that gift forward to somebody else.’ She is well 
known in her community. When Ms. Bonner walked into a 
Publix grocery store, cashier Beth Goldstein said, ‘Heather, 
haven’t seen you in a while! Big order today?’ During this 

                                                
72 For More Information: Jared Brown, Zero Mostel: A Biography 
(New York: Atheneum, 1989), p. 5. 
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trip to Publix, Ms. Bonner bought a grand total of $578.76 
worth of food and household items, but coupons knocked 
the price down to $74.66. Ms. Bonner keeps all donations 
local: ‘It’s amazing, if people just open their eyes, how 
much need there is right in our own neighborhood.’73 

“American novelist Nicholson Baker lives with his family 
in a Maine farmhouse. His wife, Margaret, says that ‘we 
don’t lock our house — we don’t even have a key! No one 
does around here.’ The people there are kind. For a while, a 
homeless boy lived in the woods. People knew that the 
homeless boy would go into their homes while they were 
away. Margaret says that ‘they left food on the table for 
him. Then it wouldn’t seem like stealing.’74 

“When Redditor Masta-Blasta was in college, he and other 
impoverished college students worked at Pizza Hut. Their 
manager knew that they had little money, and so the 
manager would order them to make lots of pizzas five 
minutes before the buffet closed. Then the manager would 
tell them, ‘Oops, looks like you guys will have to take 
those home — don’t want them to go to waste.’75 

“In January 2004, George Wilson of Glebe Gardens, 
Edinburgh, Scotland, walked his children to school and saw 

                                                
73 For More Information: Jessica Fink. “Extreme couponing, for a 
cause.” TODAY.com. 22 August 2011 
<http://today.msnbc.msn.com/id/44203232/ns/today-
good_news/#.TlO_cWCldKA>. 
74 For More Information: Peter Conrad, “Nicholson Baker: ‘Writing 
this book was the most fun I ever had.’” 14 August 2011. Guardian 
(UK). <http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2011/aug/14/nicholson-
baker-house-holes-interview>. 
75 For More Information: Masta-Blasta, “Redditors who work in chain 
restaurants, what item on the menu will you absolutely not eat and 
why?” Reddit. 22 September 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/k8huqro>. 
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an old man outside a still-closed shop in St John’s Road, 
Corstorphine (a suburb of Edinburgh). Later, when Mr. 
Wilson took his children home, he saw the old man at the 
same place. Later, in the evening, he went out for a pint, 
and he saw the old man again, this time outside another 
shop. Taking pity on the man, whom he knew now was 
homeless in weather that was forecast to be -1C, Mr. 
Wilson gave the old man, who was dressed only in jeans 
and a sweater, things to keep him warm: a fleece and a 
blanket. The old man appreciated the gifts. In a letter to the 
editor of the Scotsman, Mr. Wilson wrote,  

It struck me that on the busy parade of shops, 
literally thousands of people must have similarly 
walked past this chap through the day and into the 
evening. Corstorphine has, I believe, eight churches 
and no doubt thousands of citizens who consider 
themselves to be good Christians. Believe me, I am 
not looking for plaudits, but why did it take me, an 
atheist, to do a bit of the Good Samaritan stuff? 
Perhaps, at the end of the festive season, my fellow 
Corstorphine and Edinburgh dwellers’ Christmas 
spirit has been all used up?76 

“Robert G. Ingersoll, aka the Great Agnostic, sometimes 
acted more like a good Christian than regular church-goers 
did. A woman once went to a butcher shop and tried to get 
a soup bone. However, she did not have enough money for 
it, and the butcher, a regular church-goer, would not let her 
have it. Mr. Ingersoll happened to enter the butcher shop, 

                                                
76 For More Information: “Where are the Samaritans?” Scotsman (UK). 
10 January 2004 
<http://www.scotsman.com/news/where_are_the_samaritans_1_92146
9>. 



 111 

and finding out what was going on, he bought the woman a 
big porterhouse steak.77 

“When you get to Paradise Proper, look for any politicians 
who vote against food stamps and Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP). You will have to look hard — 
very, very hard — and even then you may not see one.” 

                                                
77 For More Information: Henry T. Finck, My Adventures in the Golden 
Age of Music, p. 251. 
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Chapter 9: Mars (Heroes) 

Honey Badger next arrived on Mars, a planet named after 
the Roman god of war. Mars is associated with courage. 

An ordinary-looking soul came to Honey Badger and said, 
“Here you will learn about heroes. 

“In September 2005, Matthew Harvey, 15 years old, of 
Flint, England, which is 16 miles from Liverpool, used his 
body to stop a runaway car containing four-year-old 
Hannah Hopley. Hannah had accidentally released the 
handbrake while her mother, Catrina, was adjusting a child 
seat in the back. The car started to roll down a hill toward a 
busy road. Matthew, who was walking to school, saw the 
car rolling away and Catrina running after it so he ran in 
front of it. He said, ‘I put my hands on the bonnet [hood] 
and tried to hold the car back, but it was going too quickly. 
So I got down on my knees and placed my whole body 
against it. It was a gut reaction, but I knew I had to do it.’ 
The runaway car slowed, and Catrina jumped into the 
driver’s seat and put on the handbrake. Catrina said, ‘The 
car started rolling down the hill. I was chasing it and 
screaming for someone to help me, but I couldn’t catch up. 
Luckily I saw a schoolboy suddenly dive in front of the car 
and bring it to a halt. Thank God he was there. He risked 
his own life to save my Hannah.’ Matthew did not stay 
around to be thanked; instead, he ran off to school because 
he did not want to be late. However, Catrina was able to 
track him down because she recognized his school uniform 
as being that of St. Richard Gwyn Catholic High School in 
Flint. A North Wales Police spokesman said, ‘Matthew 
literally put his body on the line to save little Hannah. It 
was an act of true heroism.’ The day of the rescue, 
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Matthew did not even mention to his parents the heroic act 
he had performed.78 

“On 22 August 2013, a black man kidnapped a white 
woman in Dallas, Texas. About an hour later, Aaron Arias, 
a 19-year-old Hispanic college student at Texas A&M in 
Texarkana, and Jamal Harris, age 17, a black Seagoville 
high school student, noticed the woman in the back seat of 
a car at a stoplight in Seagoville, Dallas County, Texas. She 
mouthed, ‘Help me,’ at them, and Mr. Arias made a 911 
call that resulted in the woman’s rescue. Mr. Arias told a 
Kaufman County Sheriff’s Office dispatcher, ‘Yes, I’m on 
the highway. I’m witnessing a robbery; not a robbery — a 
kidnapping.’ He added, ‘It’s me and another guy, so we’re 
checking out the girl in the backseat because, we’re like, 
“OK, she’s kind of attractive.”’ Mr. Harris said, ‘We finally 
made eye contact with her and I could see the serious 
expression on her face. I could read her lips and she was 
saying “Help me.”’ Mr. Arrias added, ‘And then, all of the 
sudden, you know, the guy is turned back, looking at us.’ In 
their vehicle, Mr. Arias and Mr. Harris followed the 
kidnapper and the woman until police, who responded 
quickly, rescued the woman. Mr. Arias told the dispatcher, 
‘Thank God. You guys are awesome. Oh, my God. Oh, my 
God. Get him! Oh, my God.’ The police arrested the driver 
of the car in which the woman was sitting. Afterward, the 
two civilian heroes met the woman. Mr. Arias said, ‘She 

                                                
78 For More Information: Roland Hughes, “He risked his life to save 
Hannah; Teen blocked car with his body to save 4-yr-old.” Daily Post 
(Liverpool, England). 30 September 2005 
http://www.thefreelibrary.com/He+risked+his+life+to+save+Hannah%
3b+Teen+blocked+car+with+his+body+to...-a0136872180. Posted at 
the Free Library. Also: “Bravery award for teenager who saved girl in 
runaway car.” Daily Post (Liverpool, England). 14 December 2005 
<http://www.thefreelibrary.com/Bravery+award+for+teenager+who+sa
ved+girl+in+runaway+car.-a0139775458>. 
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hugs us. I would describe it as the best hug I have ever 
gotten.’ When he was asked if he considered himself a 
hero, Mr. Arias said, ‘She says we saved her life. I guess 
you could say we did. But I don’t want to be that person 
who says they’re a hero.’79 

“On 11 July 2013, a man between 50 and 70 years old 
kidnapped Jocelyn Rojas, age five, from the front yard of 
her home in Lancaster Township, Pennsylvania. Her family 
notified police, and over 100 people — police officers and 
volunteers — started searching for Jocelyn. Two high-
school students — 15-year-old Temar Boggs and a friend 
named Chris Garcia — saw an old white man who seemed 
to be trying to avoid police officers. They followed his car 
on their bicycles as he drove into some side streets off the 
main street and they saw a little girl in the car. The driver 
saw them, stopped, let Jocelyn out, and then sped away. 
Temar said, ‘If he wasn’t going to stop, I was probably 
going to, like, jump on the car.’ He added, ‘As soon as the 
guy started noticing that we were chasing him, he stopped 
at the end of the hill and let her out, and she ran to me and 
said that she needed her mom.’ Temar took her to the 
police, and they reunited her with her family. Sergeant Jeff 
Jones said, ‘It is possible this individual saw the boys 
following him, and it is possible he got nervous. We don’t 
know that for sure; I’d sure like to find out.’ Jocelyn Rojas’ 
grandmother Tracey Clay hugged and kissed Temar and 
told him, ‘Thank you. You’re our hero.’ She told the media, 
‘You see the Amber alerts and you think, “I feel for that 
family.” But when you’re in that situation, oh, my God, it’s 
                                                
79 For More Information: Scott Gordon: “Two Teens Help Rescue 
Kidnapping Victim.” NBC (Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas). 5 September 
2013 <http://www.nbcdfw.com/news/local/Two-Teens-Help-Rescue-
Kidnapping-Victim-222446121.html>. Also: LangamNews, “911 call: 
Teens save kidnapped woman.” YouTube. 5 September 2013 
<http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3o8mHPWOoGo>. 
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horrible. It’s just something you don’t wish on anybody. 
Horrible, horrible thoughts flashed through my mind.’ 
Temar said, ‘It was like fate, it was like meant for me and 
Chris to be there. If we wouldn’t have left [to look for the 
girl] who knows what would have happened to the little 
girl.’ His mother, Tamika Boggs, said, ‘You just hope you 
raise your child the right way. … He’s learning what I tell 
him, to help others.’ Chris said, ‘It’s really cool to crack 
cases and be a good person.’ He added, ‘My mom always 
said to help people when they need help and to keep going 
on and do good things.’ He also said, ‘At the end of the 
day, I’m still the same kid.’ Both Chris and Temar were 
rewarded at the Villa clothing store on North Queen Street 
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, with a free pair of shoes and 
socks. Villa’s store manager, Carmen Jimenez, said, ‘We 
felt like they deserve some type of reward. I have two 
[kids], and I would want somebody to do that for my kids if 
something bad would happen.’80 

“On 7 September 2013 at Sun Ray Transit Center at 364 
Pedersen Street, St. Paul, Minnesota, several men, believed 
to be black, approached a 26-year-old white man who was 

                                                
80 For More Information: Alex Grieg, “Pennsylvania teens chase down 
kidnapper’s car on their BIKES and save five-year-old girl.” Daily Mail 
(UK). 12 July 2013 <http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-
2362102/Pennsylvania-teens-save-year-old-girl-kidnapping-chasing-
kidnappers-car-BIKES.html>. Also: Dan Nephin, “Lancaster teen 
Temar Boggs hailed as a hero in 5-year-old’s abduction.” Lancaster 
Online. 14 July 2013 
<http://lancasteronline.com/article/local/872026_Lancaster-teen-
Temar-Boggs-hailed-as-a-hero-in-5-year-old-s-
abduction.html#ixzz2ZD25uu8c>. Also: Ryan Mellon, “Quiet hero 
who helped save girl, 5, gets his day in the spotlight.” Lancaster 
Online. 22 July 2013 
<http://lancasteronline.com/article/local/874775_Quiet-hero-who-
helped-save-girl--5--gets-his-day-in-the-
spotlight.html#ixzz2Zm4H3JSR>. 
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standing at the bus stop. One person asked the white man, 
‘Why are you watching me?’ The white man replied that he 
was not watching him, and other people in the group asked 
the white man if he was a police officer and if he was 
armed. Somebody then said, ‘Let’s get this white fool.’ A 
black man in a car happened to be driving by. He saw the 
altercation, and he honked his horn and flashed his car 
lights. He then asked the white man if he was OK. The 
white man said that he was not OK, and the black man 
offered him a ride, and they called the police. Police 
spokesman Sergeant Paul Paulos said, ‘The man who stops 
by, I would have to think, saves the guy’s life.’ Police 
arrested three males aged 15, 18, and 20. Previously, on 4 
August 2013, a white man named Ray Widstrand, age 26, 
was beaten at Payne and Minnehaha avenues and nearly 
died from brain swelling.81 

“On 7 May 2013, a car hit a Laguna Creek High School 
(Elk Grove, California) female student at Valley High 
School in south Sacramento, California. Practicing nearby 
were the players on the Valley High School baseball team. 
The accident pinned the girl’s upper body under the car. In 
the locker room, co-head coach Brett Sawyer heard the 
screech of tires and a loud bang. He came out of the locker 
room and saw ‘the entire team sprinting to the parking lot, 
jumping over fences.’ Eight or nine students lifted the small 
sedan off the girl, and assistant coach James 
Millholland pulled the girl out from under the car. Varsity 
student-athlete Chas Roberts said, ‘It was like, a reaction 
— you had to do what you had to do to save someone’s 
life.’ Paramedics responded to a 911 call and took the car to 
a hospital. Mr. Sawyer said, ‘Once the ambulance left and 
                                                
81 For More Information: Nicole Norfleet, “Good Samaritan saves man 
at bus stop on St. Paul’s East Side.” Star Tribune (St. Paul, Minnesota). 
9 September 2013 
<http://www.startribune.com/local/stpaul/223017581.html>. 
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everything had settled down, we pulled all the guys aside 
and focused on how proud of them we were.’ The coaches 
canceled the rest of practice. Mr. Sawyer said, ‘Some guys 
were still kind of shaken up by the whole ordeal. She was 
just a teenager, like them.’ He added, ‘To a man, every 
single one of those kids, their head hasn’t gotten big. They 
don’t walk around campus thinking they’re heroes.’ Varsity 
coach James Millholland said, ‘We all just ran out there as 
a team. No one was saying much, and then the guys got 
around the car and just lifted it up. There was very little 
talking.’ Mr. Sawyer said, ‘To be honest, we might not 
have the best baseball team around, but we sure do have a 
great group of guys. They just knew what to do. They were 
all raised right.’82 

“Elizabeth Taylor displayed great heroism at least twice in 
her life. In 1967 in Salzberg, Austria, her then-husband 
Richard Burton and some friends were having drinks at the 
hotel when a very drunk Englishman got annoyed at Mr. 
Burton and pulled a gun and told him, ‘I don’t like you 
very much.’ Two hours went by, and Elizabeth, who was 
upstairs and ready for bed, tried calling to her husband to 
come to bed, but of course he was in no position to go to 
her. Annoyed, Elizabeth came downstairs wearing a see-
through chiffon nightie and robe. She saw the Englishman 
and the gun and walked up to him and said, ‘Put that thing 
down!’ She took the gun from the man and put it on a 
coffee table, and then she told her husband, ‘I want you to 

                                                
82 For More Information: Cody Kitaura, “Valley High Students Lift Car 
Off Girl Hit in Parking Lot.” Elk Grove Patch (Elk Grove, California). 
9 May 2013 <http://elkgrove.patch.com/articles/valley-high-students-
lift-car-off-girl-hit-in-parking-lot#photo-14286038>. Also: Mallory 
Hoff, “Valley High baseball team hoists car off pinned student.” KCRA 
(Sacramento, California). 9 May 2013 
<http://www.kcra.com/news/valley-high-baseball-team-hoists-car-off-
pinned-student/-/11797728/20074442/-/ywvgfkz/-/index.html>. 
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come to bed now, buster.’ They left, and later the 
Englishman was arrested. And in 1970 in Yugoslavia, 
where Mr. Burton was playing Marshall Tito in a movie in 
a remote location, Ms. Taylor and fashion designer Vicky 
Tiel used to have a helicopter take them and a lunch each 
day to their husbands. Unfortunately, the helicopter was 
rickety, and on one flight a door fell off. Vicky was sitting 
next to the door, and she felt herself being pulled by the air 
out of the helicopter, but Ms. Taylor grabbed the poncho 
Vicky was wearing and kept her in the helicopter and alive. 
Vicky says, ‘Hooray for top-quality clothing — and a 
strong-willed woman who can save your life.’83 

“On 18 March 2012, the Kansas University spirit squad 
was in Little Rock, Arkansas, waiting to cheer at the 
women’s basketball NCAA Tournament game between 
Kansas and Nebraska. The squad was getting ready to 
board a bus that would take it to the game venue when 
members of the squad heard a man shouting for help. They 
ran over to a Cadillac in the parking lot. The car’s hood 
was popped open, and underneath the car a man was 
pinned. He had been working on the car when it rolled off a 
support beam and pinned him underneath the car. Nine 
cheerleaders lifted the car high enough that the man, 
covered with grease and blood, could crawl out from 
underneath. His injuries were not serious. (By the way, 
Kansas defeated Nebraska, 57-49.)84 

“In October 2005, a Buick smashed against a pillar of a 
highway overpass on Interstate 95 in Palm Beach Gardens, 
                                                
83 For More Information: Vicky Tiel, It’s All About the Dress, pp. 106-
108, 198-199. 
84 For More Information: “KU Spirit Squad Unlikely Heroes.” WIBW-
TV (Topeka, Kansas). 19 March 2012 
<http://www.wibw.com/localnews/headlines/KU_Spirit_Squad_Unlike
ly_Heroes_143390216.html>. 
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Florida, and caught fire. Shawn Reese stopped his truck, 
ran to the car, saw a head and an arm dangling outside a 
window, and pulled the man out. One of the man’s legs was 
on fire and had to be put out with a fire extinguisher, but 
the man survived. Mr. Reese is a hero, but he denies that he 
is a hero. Florida Highway Patrol Lieutenant Tim Frith 
said, ‘If he [the victim] had remained in that car, he 
certainly would have burned up. There’s no doubt about 
that. He [Mr. Reese] simply did save the guy’s life.’ 
However, Mr. Reese said, ‘I ain’t no hero. This guy just 
needed help. It’s just something you do.’ He then got back 
in his truck and headed to a construction site in Boynton 
Beach, Florida.85 

“Here are a number of takeaway lessons: 

“One, ordinary people can be heroes, although certainly it 
helps to be trained to save lives as police officers and fire 
fighters and lifeguards are. Knowing that, people in the 
Land of the Living may want to take some American Red 
Cross courses. 

“Two, heroes tend to be modest. They do heroic deeds and 
then deny that they are heroes. 

“Three, stay safe. Often, the best thing to do is to call 911 
(in the United States) or whatever is the emergency number 
of whatever country you are in. And if you ever stop to 
help someone on a road, be careful. Many Good Samaritans 
die when they stop to help someone and are then hit by a 
vehicle.” 

                                                
85 For More Information: Andrew Marra, “LIFESAVER REFUSES TO 
CALL HIMSELF A HERO.” Palm Beach Post. 14 October 2005 
<http://findarticles.com/p/news-articles/palm-beach-
post/mi_8163/is_20051014/lifesaver-refuses-call-
hero/ai_n51897913/>. 
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Chapter 10: Saturn (Abortion) 

Honey Badger arrived on Saturn, and a saved soul told her, 
“Miscarriages are the abortions of Nature; they occur when 
a fetus is severely deformed and will not survive. 
Sometimes, abortions performed by doctors are necessary 
to save a woman’s life. Sadly, politicians sometimes prefer 
that the woman die along with the fetus. 

“Can a late-term abortionist be a hero? Yes. One definition 
of a hero is a person who risks his or her own life in order 
to help other people. George Tiller was a late-term 
abortionist who was murdered while worshipping God in a 
church. Another late-term abortionist — who worries about 
being murdered by the same kind of people who murdered 
Dr. Tiller — is Warren Hern. Does Dr. Hern save lives? 
Yes, he does. He often performs abortions that are 
necessary to save the life of the pregnant woman. One 
woman already had a son, and she wanted to stay alive to 
take care of her son. Complications in her second 
pregnancy made that impossible unless she had a late-term 
abortion, and Dr. Hern gave her that late-term abortion. In 
an article that appeared in Esquire, the woman said this 
after she received the abortion: 

Now I’m still recovering, and still sad and still 
mourning, and I realize how grateful I am that Dr. 
Hern was able to take me under such quick and 
terrible circumstances. That’s what gets me so 
upset. He’s a doctor who is trying to help people. 
It’s shocking that people want to hurt him.  

“Dr. Hern is very careful about deciding when an abortion 
is justified. He often declines to perform late-term 
abortions. About one such case, he said, ‘She was raped. 
I’m sympathetic, but I can’t risk my medical license for 
someone who just didn’t get around to doing anything 
about it.’  
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“Anti-abortionists sometimes don’t seem to realize that 
late-term abortions are necessary. For example, Rabbi Shira 
Stern needed a late-term abortion after discovering that the 
fetus she was carrying had no brain and its organs were 
outside its body. Abortions need to be legal and safe in 
many situations; otherwise, girls and women die from 
botched illegal abortions.86 

“Todd Stave is the landlord of Reproductive Health 
Services Clinic, a medical clinic that offers abortions. The 
clinic always has protesters outside the office park 
property. These protesters pray and hold vigils. How does 
Mr. Stave feel about this? He says, ‘Totally appropriate. 
It’s their right. They are protected by the First Amendment. 
And outside the clinic is probably the most appropriate 
place for them to express their views.’  

“Some people, unfortunately, go beyond what is allowed by 
the First Amendment. For example, the clinic has been 
firebombed. Some abortion protesters distribute on Web 
sites and flyers personal information about abortion 
providers — addresses, telephone numbers, and even 
information about their children. This allows people to 
harass the abortion providers. They also provide this kind 
of information about Mr. Stave and his family.  

“In the fall of 2011, on the first day of school, these anti-
abortion protesters showed up at the middle school his 
daughter attends. The anti-abortion protesters had graphic 
photos of fetuses and had signs with Mr. Stave’s phone 
number and address. Mr. Stave wants the anti-abortion 
                                                
86 For More Information: John H. Richardson, “The Last Abortion 
Doctor.” Esquire 152.3 (2009): 134-171. Also: Rabbi Shira Stern, 
“Chipping Away at a Woman’s Rights.” Los Angeles Times. 30 
October 1995. Also: Jennifer Coburn, “Parental Consent Laws Are 
Harmful to Teens.” Abortion. Ed. Tamara Roleff. San Diego: 
Greenhaven Press, 1997. 96-99. Opposing Viewpoints. Ser. 
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protesters to leave his children alone. The anti-abortion 
protesters also started calling his home.  

“An intelligent man, Mr. Stave fought back. Friends 
wanted to do something to help him. Mr. Stave started 
collecting the names and telephone numbers of the 
protesters who called him, and he gave lists of these names 
and telephone numbers to his friends and asked them to call 
the protesters. He said, ‘In a very calm, very respectful 
voice, they said that the Stave family thanks you for your 
prayer. They cannot terminate the lease, and they do not 
want to. They support women’s rights.’ Eventually, more 
than 3,000 people were calling the abortion protesters.  

“According to Petula Dvorak’s article ‘A clinic’s landlord 
turns the tables on anti-abortion protesters’ published in 
Washington Post, an abortion protester who called Mr. 
Stave could receive as many as 5,000 calls in return. Jesus 
said, ‘And as ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
also to them likewise’ (Luke 6:31 King James Version). 
The anti-abortion protesters called Mr. Stave, so therefore 
they must want calls in return. Mr. Stave says, ‘We gave 
them back what they gave us.’  

“Of course, Mr. Stave does still support the protesters’ right 
to protest outside the clinic. He has a group called Voice 
for Choice, which consists of 3,000 people willing to call 
harassing anti-abortion protesters. They do NOT call anti-
abortion protesters who do NOT make unsolicited phone 
calls and who do NOT harass the children and relatives of 
those they disagree with and who do NOT distribute the 
contact information of those they disagree with. Mr. Stave 
said, ‘Someone might call [Mr. Stave and Voice for 
Choice] and say, “They’re protesting in front of my clinic. 
They’re praying, chanting, with their signs.” And I say, 
“Are they harassing you? Harassing the patients?” And if 
they say ‘No,’ then I say, “I can’t help you. There is no 
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more appropriate place for them to do this than here. They 
are protected by the First Amendment.’  

“Other anti-abortion protesters can definitely be targeted by 
Voice for Choice. For example, when Mr. Stave was out of 
town, anti-abortion protesters went into his neighborhood 
and distributed fliers that showed a fake photo of Mr. Stave 
wearing a Nazi uniform. The fliers had his contact 
information and the contact information for some of his 
family members, including his brother-in-law, a dentist. An 
anti-abortion protester showed up at Mr. Stave’s dentist 
office with photos of fetuses.  

“Ms. Dvorak has had experience with these kinds of anti-
abortion protesters. She wrote, ‘One year, the March for 
Life protesters leaving the Mall poured into the playground 
of my child’s pre-K school, slapping stickers on their 
jackets and putting fliers into the hands of 4-year-olds. The 
police were called to get them out.’ She added, ‘People 
who want to stop abortion can make a difference with 
education, support, counseling and genuine efforts to 
prevent unwanted pregnancies and support childrearing. 
They need to be working toward affordable and safe 
childcare for all, solid healthcare for children and generous 
workplace policies and family leave so that parenthood is 
not an onerous and difficult prospect in America.’87 

“On 25 June 2013, Wendy Davis, a Democrat and a 
member of the Texas Senate from District 10, became a 
hero when she filibustered in Austin, Texas, for 11 hours 
against a bill (Senate Bill 5) that would have closed down 
37 out of Texas’ 42 abortion clinics. Ms. Davis needed to 
                                                
87 For More Information: Petula Dvorak, “A clinic’s landlord turns the 
tables on anti-abortion protesters.” Washington Post. 29 March 2012 
<http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/a-clinics-landlord-turns-the-
tables-on-anti-abortion-
protesters/2012/03/29/gIQAThgwiS_story.html?tid=pm_pop>. 



 124 

filibuster for 13 hours — until midnight — to make sure 
that the anti-abortion bill did not pass, but Lieutenant 
Governor David Dewhurst, a Republican, ruled that part of 
her discussion was off-topic — she discussed mandatory 
ultrasound testing — and stopped her filibuster.  

“Leticia Van De Putte, a Democrat and a member of the 
Texas Senate from District 26, became a hero by taking up 
time and running out the clock on voting. A crowd of State 
Senator Davis supporters also helped by cheering her and 
State Senator Van De Putte.  

“Unfortunately, politicians tried to illegally pass the bill, 
which had to be passed before midnight for it to be legal. 
Esquire had a timetable of important events in the filibuster 
and the vote that took place after the deadline: 

11:45 p.m.: Time when Senator Leticia Van de 
Putte asked why the Senate chair did not recognize 
her motion to adjourn: “At what point does a female 
senator have to raise her hand in order to be 
recognized over a male senator?” The crowd of 
supporters erupted into cheers. 

16 minutes: Time it took for the crowd to stop 
cheering, at which point the session should 
technically have ended, as the midnight deadline 
had passed. A vote was taken after order was 
restored. 

12:02 a.m.: The time that the Senate timestamp 
showed the vote was taken on Senate Bill 5, 
according to Democratic Senator John Whitmire. 
The Texas Senate website also displayed that the 
vote was taken after midnight. 

19-10: Final vote count that was recorded — 
enough to pass the bill. 
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12:30 a.m.: Time when Associated Press broke the 
news that the bill has passed. 

2:04 a.m.: Approximate time the Texas Senate 
website was edited to show that the vote was taken 
before midnight. 

2:45 a.m.: Time when Lieutenant Governor David 
Dewhurst reversed his call and announced the bill 
was dead. 

“State Senator Davis wore a back brace during the 
filibuster so that she would not be forced to lean on 
anything due to fatigue. After the bill was stopped, she told 
supporters, ‘Today was democracy in action. You all are 
the voices we were speaking for from the floor.’ By the 
way, at 5:10 p.m., someone altered State Senator Davis’ 
Wikipedia page to make it state that she is ‘the LeBron 
James of Filibustering.’ And at 7:40 p.m., President Barack 
Obama Tweeted, ‘Something special is happening in 
Austin tonight.’ 

“Texas governor Rick Perry got the bill passed later, so did 
the filibuster really accomplish anything? Yes. Amanda 
Marcotte of Slate wrote a list of things that the filibuster 
accomplished, including this one: 

1) National attention for a story Republicans hoped 
would be buried. The whole point of putting the 
abortion bill in the special session was so that 
Republicans in the state, particularly the ambitious 
Dewhurst, could pander to the religious right 
without catching too much heat from the national 
media, or the libertarian branch of Texas 
Republicans who think all this abortion stuff is a 
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waste of time. Any hopes they could slip this one in 
under the radar are gone.88 

“During Texas State Senator Wendy Davis’ filibuster, she 
wore comfortable shoes: the Mizuno Women’s Wave Rider 
16 Running Shoe. Satire is an effective — or at least funny 
— way of combatting stupidity, and so satirists went to the 
Amazon.com page for these shoes and wrote such 
comments as these:  

“Shoegirl wrote, ‘If you live in North Dakota [which also 
passes anti-abortion laws], make sure you purchase these 
within the first six weeks of your running program or you 
will be prohibited from purchasing them. It’s for the safety 
of the shoes.’ 

“Beusen wrote, ‘Love the color and the fit … but would 
like to see an elephant pattern on the bottom; it would 
improve the traction!’ 

“Heather wrote, ‘The next time you have to spend 13 hours 
on your feet without food, water or bathroom breaks, this is 
the shoe for you. Guaranteed to outrun patriarchy on race 
day.’ 

“Kate McIntyre wrote, ‘I’m hoping that when I lace these 
babies up and step out, every male troglodyte who sees my 
feet will recognize these red shoes and know that I am dead 

                                                
88 For More Information: “Texas Abortion Bill Filibustered By State 
Senator Wendy Davis Is Dead.” Huffington Post. 26 June 2013 
<http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/06/26/texas-abortion-
bill_n_3501005.html>. Also: Jennings Brown, “Wendy Davis’ 
Filibuster by the Numbers.” Esquire. 26 June 2013 
<http://www.esquire.com/blogs/politics/wendy-davis-filibuster-by-the-
numbers-062613>. Also: Amanda Marcotte, “Texas Abortion Bill Will 
Pass, So What Did Wendy Davis Actually Accomplish?” Slate. 27 June 
2013 <http://tinyurl.com/nshg6mw>. 
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serious about controlling my own body and making my 
own reproductive choices.’ 

“Christine Winslow wrote, ‘I’m not sure I could ever bring 
myself to buy or wear shoes like this. But you know, I’m so 
glad I have the option.’ 

“GML wrote,  

When I first began wearing these shoes I thought 
my reproductive rights were secure. Turns out, I 
couldn’t have been more wrong. Luckily these 
shoes are really great for kicking republican 
legislators out of office! They want to shut down 
reproductive and health care facilities for the poor 
in Texas? Use these shoes to shut down the state 
capital!  

These go perfectly with any back brace you may 
need after good old fashion filibusting for 9 hours 
(with 4 more to go). What’s that? Your crappy 
mean-spirited colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle say it isn’t fair? That’s right, ladies, this shoe 
is completely washable, so just shove it up their 
[*]ss.  

Most importantly, even if you wear these gems 
without sox for three days straight, they still smell 
better than a republican Lt Governor who tries to 
push a law through past midnight, which is 
absolutely and completely illegal. Yea, pretty stinky 
I know. 

“Men got involved, too. Tom Miller wrote this one-star 
review: 

1) I am a man and these are clearly women’s shoes 
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2) I have never gone through the experience of 
wearing them 

3) These shoes are not designed for my feet; and 

4) They are of a color I would never wear... 

I feel somehow compelled to decide for the shoe’s 
female target market whether or not they should 
own them.89 

“Protesting the stupidity of North Carolina Governor Pat 
McCrory is a good deed. When running for governor, he 
said that he would focus on the economy, but he spent 
much attention focusing on vaginas and other female parts. 
He especially likes to restrict abortion. According to 
Amanda Marcotte’s article in Slate titled ‘Sorry About 
Losing Your Rights, Ladies. Want a Cookie?,’ in July 2013 
he signed a law that he helped to write; the law does such 
things as ‘eliminating insurance coverage for abortion, 
making patients take abortion pills at the clinic even though 
it’s safer at home, and requiring clinics to meet ambulatory 
surgical standards, even though such regulations are 
considered unnecessary and onerous by the American 
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists.’ North 
Carolina Governor McCrory also did not meet with 
opponents of the bill before he signed it into law. When 
women protested the bill, he gave them cookies. Many pro-
choice voters made telling comments on Planned 

                                                
89 For More Information: L.V. Anderson, “Wendy Davis Supporters 
Review Her Pink Sneakers on Amazon.” Slate. 27 June 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/nzwf3e7>. Also: Mizuno Women’s Wave Rider 16 
Running Shoe. Customer Reviews. Amazon. 
<http://www.amazon.com/Mizuno-Womens-Wave-Rider-
Running/product-
reviews/B008KFY53K/?_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390
957&linkCode=ur2&tag=slatmaga-20>. Accessed 28 June 2013. 
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Parenthood Action Fund of Central NC’s Facebook page. 
Margaret Crites wrote, ‘Silly boy … the way to a MAN’s 
heart is through his stomach. Women want communication 
and respect.’90 

“Reproductive health supporters have been sarcasm-
bombing the Facebook pages of legislators who do not 
support their cause. Often, these legislators are men who 
don’t want women to make their own decisions about their 
own reproductive health. Virginia State Senator (and 
Republican Caucus Chairman) Ryan McDougle (R-
Mechanicsville) introduced a bill that would force women 
seeking abortions to undergo a transvaginal ultrasound in 
which a ‘wand’ is inserted into the woman’s vagina. Here 
is one of the sarcastic comments posted onto his Facebook 
page: ‘Hello Senator. My daughter is still young, but will 
one day be a woman, and before I know it she’ll be having 
her ‘curse,’ if ya know what I mean … it’s not easy for 
kids, especially females, to have to deal with this fact of 
life. […] My question to you is, […] religion aside, what 
should she expect from a government here in the U.S. that 
wants to probe her vagina? How do I explain to her the 
whole “good touch, bad touch” thing when politicians think 
it’s acceptable to explore vaginas with plastic instruments? 
Also, is this part of a plan to create jobs somehow?’91 

                                                
90 For More Information: Amanda Marcotte, “Sorry About Losing Your 
Rights, Ladies. Want a Cookie?” Slate. 30 July 2013 
<http://tinyurl.com/mpek6xh>. Also: Planned Parenthood Action Fund 
of Central NC, Timeline Photos. Facebook. 
<https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10151558198551200&l=
cbdab3de9d>. Accessed 31 July 2013. Also: Planned Parenthood 
Action Fund of Central NC. Facebook. 
<https://www.facebook.com/PPAFCNC>. Accessed 31 July 2013. 
91 For More Information: lowkell, “Hilarious: VA right-wingnut Sen. 
Ryan McDougle gets a taste of his own (transvaginal) medicine!” Daily 
Kos. 13 March 2012 
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“For years, male legislators have sought to regulate 
women’s rights to legal abortion and legal access to 
contraception. For example, House Bill 125, also known as 
the ‘Heartbeat bill,’ which was sponsored by a male 
legislator named Lynn Wachtmann, a Republican from 
Napoleon, Ohio, would ban abortion if the fetus has a 
heartbeat, something that can be detected as early as six 
weeks into a pregnancy. Female lawmakers have started a 
trend of sponsoring bills that would regulate men’s 
reproductive health the way that male lawmakers have 
introduced bills that regulate women’s reproductive health. 
In March 2012, Cleveland Democrat and Ohio State 
Senator Nina Turner sought to regulate men’s access to 
Viagra and similar drugs. According to Jackie Borchardt’s 
Dayton Daily News article ‘Bill introduced to regulate 
men’s reproductive health,’ ‘Before getting a prescription 
for Viagra or other erectile dysfunction drugs, men would 
have to see a sex therapist, receive a cardiac stress test and 
get a notarized affidavit signed by a sexual partner 
affirming impotency, if state Sen. Nina Turner has her 
way.’ In addition, the article stated, ‘Under Senate Bill 307, 
men taking the drugs would continue to be tested for heart 
problems, receive counseling about possible side effects 
and receive information about “pursuing celibacy as a 
viable lifestyle choice.”’ Ms. Turner stated, ‘Even the FDA 
recommends that doctors make sure that assessments are 
taken that target the nature of the symptoms, whether it’s 
physical or psychological. I certainly want to stand up for 
men’s health and take this seriously and legislate it the 

                                                                                              
<http://www.dailykos.com/story/2012/03/13/1074013/-Hilarious-VA-
Right-Wingnut-Sen-Ryan-McDougle-Gets-a-Taste-of-His-Own-
Transvaginal-Medicine->. 
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same way mostly men say they want to legislate a woman’s 
womb.’92 

“A humorous way of protesting male politicians’ obsession 
with the reproductive rights of women — an obsession that 
leads to male politicians restricting women’s access to 
abortion and birth control — is the Snatchel Project. In this 
humorous form of activism, women knit a uterus or VJJ 
(vagina) — the Snatchel Project Web site has patterns — 
and then send it to a male politician who is against 
reproductive rights for women. The message is this: ‘Hands 
off my uterus [or vagina]! Here’s one of your own!’ The 
Snatchel Project does tell women, ‘Don’t forget to thank 
your representative if he respects women and supports our 
rights.’  

“In 2011, the women of Barbacoas, Colombia, had a 
‘crossed legs’ movement in which they refrained from 
having sex until authorities built a safe road to their town. 
They got the road.93 

“The takeaway lessons here are that abortion is sometimes 
necessary and that a woman should be able to control her 
own body.” 

                                                
92 For More Information: Jackie Borchardt, “Bill introduced to regulate 
men’s reproductive health.” Dayton Daily News. 12 March 2012 
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Chapter 11: Jupiter (Police) 

Honey Badger arrived on the planet Jupiter, which is 
associated with the Roman god Jupiter and with justice. 
Here she met a saved soul — who had been a police officer 
in the Land of the Living — who told her, “Most police 
officers are good people; some are heroes. Unfortunately, 
some police officers are not good, law-abiding people. No 
one is above the law. Any police officer who breaks the law 
ought to be brought to justice. 

“Keeping a watch on cops to make sure that they are not 
criminals and/or incompetents is both necessary and good. 
Police officers need to be servants of the people.  

“In March 2011, a 22-year-old woman was arrested outside 
the Supper Club nightclub and taken to Chelsea (central 
London) police station because she was drunk and 
distressed. The police thought that she might be high on 
drugs and might have drugs on her, so five police officers 
— only one of them female — forcibly removed all of her 
clothing. The young woman was then left completely naked 
for 30 minutes, during which time closed-circuit TV 
broadcast her image to the custody desk. The police did not 
keep a record of the strip search. The young woman 
appealed to the Independent Police Complaints 
Commission (IPCC), which investigated. 

“This is a short excerpt from Sandra Lavelle’s article 
‘Police “should face action” over woman’s strip search’ in 
the 31 July 2013 Guardian (UK):  

The IPCC said on Wednesday that it has 
recommended that a police sergeant should face a 
gross misconduct charge over failure to record the 
strip search or to ensure it was carried out with 
guidelines under the police and criminal evidence 
act. The police watchdog said five other officers 
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present must face misconduct proceedings. The 
watchdog also found that another constable had 
influenced the woman’s decision to get legal advice 
by telling her she would be able to leave the station 
sooner without it. 

“When police are evil, they ought to be punished. These 
police officers are either evil or incompetent. Either way, 
they ought not to be police officers. By the way, if I saw a 
drunk and distressed woman, my first thought would be to 
wonder whether she had been sexually assaulted. I would 
want to help her instead of humiliating her. Also by the 
way, the ‘Kensington & Chelsea — Metropolitan Police 
Service’ website states, ‘The Royal Borough of Kensington 
and Chelsea is a fantastic place in which to live, work and 
visit. […] We are continually looking at what we do to 
improve the service that we offer to our communities.’ 
Here’s a way to improve service: Get rid of these police 
officers. 

“This is the press release by the IPCC: 

Officers to face misconduct charges after IPCC 
upholds clubber’s strip search appeal 

31 July 2013 

Police officers who strip-searched a clubber 
breached their standards of professional behaviour 
and have a case to answer for misconduct, an 
Independent Police Complaints Commission (IPCC) 
appeal has found. 

The officers searched the 22-year-old woman at 
Chelsea police station after she was arrested outside 
the Supper Club nightclub in west London in March 
2011. 
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The woman later complained about her treatment 
and an investigation was carried out by the 
Metropolitan Police Service’s department of 
professional standards. Unhappy with the force’s 
findings, the complainant then appealed to the 
IPCC. 

An IPCC caseworker found that the search — 
carried out by one female and four male officers — 
was carried out without adequate justification and in 
breach of the requirements set out in the Police and 
Criminal Evidence Act (PACE), which says that 
officers carrying out a strip search must be the same 
sex as the person being searched. 

The officers believed the woman — who was 
described as intoxicated, distressed, and running in 
and out of a road when arrested — to be under the 
influence of drugs and likely to have substances 
hidden in her clothing. 

The IPCC found that her clothes had been removed 
by force and she was left naked in a cell for half an 
hour. The search was also carried out in a cell 
covered by CCTV, which meant that the images 
were broadcast to the station’s custody desk. There 
was also no written record of the search being 
carried out. 

The IPCC has recommended that the Police 
Sergeant on duty should face a charge of gross 
misconduct over their failure to make any record of 
the strip search or to ensure it was carried out in 
accordance with PACE guidelines. 

The IPCC has also told the MPS that five PCs 
should face misconduct proceedings for conducting 
the strip search in breach of several areas of PACE. 
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The IPCC also found that another PC had 
potentially affected the woman’s decision to seek 
independent legal advice by suggesting that she 
would be likely to leave the station sooner without 
it. It has been recommended by the IPCC that they 
face management action. 

Another PC should also face management action 
over a failure to properly investigate the woman’s 
claim that her drink had been spiked at the 
nightclub. 

IPCC Commissioner Derrick Campbell said: “This 
incident caused a great deal of distress to the victim. 
I find it difficult to understand why police officers 
think they have the right to strip a young woman of 
all her clothes, leaving her naked for half an hour 
and then expose her to being filmed. I am sure, like 
the complainant, the public will want to understand 
how this was allowed to happen. I look forward to 
the misconduct process getting the answers that are 
needed.” 

Complaints that the woman’s arrest was 
unnecessary and that it took too long to obtain 
evidence about the incident from a hospital were not 
upheld by the IPCC. 

“By the way, here is a press release by the IPCC about 
another police officer: 

Final warning for police officer who used excessive 
force on grandfather 

14 May 2013 

A police officer has been given a final written 
warning after the Independent Police Complaints 
Commission (IPPC) upheld an appeal from a 65-
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year-old man who suffered extensive bruising when 
he was put in an arm lock and pressed on to a car 
bonnet. 

The IPCC directed Pc Kevin Payne from West 
Mercia police face a misconduct hearing over the 
incident. 

The victim had been at a boxing event in 
Shrewsbury in 2011 when trouble broke out inside 
the venue. The man left with his family, including 
his grandchildren, and was waiting outside for a lift 
home when a police car pulled up next to him. 

He was grabbed and put in an arm lock after 
commenting on a police officer’s driving, which he 
considered to be dangerous. He was not arrested but 
let go with Pc Payne telling him to ‘f*** off home’. 

The man complained about his treatment but 
unhappy that West Mercia gave Pc Payne 
management advice over his swearing while failing 
to deal with the issue of excessive force, appealed to 
the IPCC. The IPCC upheld the appeal and directed 
that the force should reinvestigate; recommending 
Pc Payne be issued with a notice for gross 
misconduct and interviewed again but under 
criminal caution. 

During the second investigation, though, Pc Payne, 
on the advice of the Police Federation, refused to be 
interviewed, which meant that sufficient 
justification for the use of force was not provided. 
The complaint was again not upheld by West 
Mercia. 

The victim then submitted a second appeal to the 
IPCC, which was also upheld on the basis that there 
was a case to answer for gross misconduct. A 
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direction that Pc Payne face a misconduct hearing 
was made by the IPCC. The hearing, carried out by 
West Mercia police, ended with a finding of gross 
misconduct against Pc Payne and a final written 
warning being given. 

IPCC Commissioner for West Mercia Derrick 
Campbell said: “It is disappointing that this man 
was forced to go through the police complaints 
appeal process twice for something that could and 
should have been dealt with by West Mercia police 
the first time around. It is important that the public 
are reassured that the police service takes their 
complaints seriously and treat them in the 
appropriate way. It is also very disappointing to 
know that the Police Federation feel it is acceptable 
practice to encourage public servants to not 
cooperate fully with IPCC investigations. 

“The behaviour of the officer in this case fell well 
below that expected of police officers and resulted 
in a 65-year-old man receiving injuries that have 
caused him considerable pain and discomfort.” 

“On the IPCC Facebook page about this incident, Sam 
Skipp commented, ‘Pretty sure in any other job this would 
be deemed an instant dismissal offence.’ 

“Conclusion: Power corrupts, and that’s why we need the 
IPCC.94 

                                                
94 For More Information: Sandra Lavelle, “Police ‘should face action’ 
over woman’s strip search.” Guardian. 31 July 2013 
<http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2013/jul/31/police-action-
woman-strip-search >. Also: Kensington & Chelsea — Metropolitan 
Police Service. Front page of Website. Accessed 1 August 2013. 
<http://content.met.police.uk/Borough/Kensington>. Also: IPCC 
(Independent Police Complaints Commission), “Final warning for 
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“On 8 January 2014, New Jersey State Trooper William A. 
Carvounis, age 35, who works as a bodyguard for New 
Jersey governor Chris Christie, allegedly stole $267 in gun 
supplies and other items from a Cabela’s store near 
Hamburg, Pennsylvania. Tilden Township Police Chief 
William J. McEllroy told New Jersey Watchdog, 
‘Carvounis said he was on the governor’s security detail. 
He said he makes $140,000 a year, and he’s afraid of losing 
his job.’ Fortunately for all who love justice, Police Chief 
McEllroy said, ‘We don’t give preferential treatment when 
someone breaks the law.’ According to New Jersey 
Watchdog sources, Mr. Carvounis wanted the theft charge 
dropped as a matter of ‘professional courtesy.’ New Jersey 
Watchdog obtained an affidavit by Patrolman Dennis 
Schwoyer, which stated that Mr. Carvounis’ shoplifting 
was captured on the store’s security cameras. Patrolman 
Schwoyer wrote in his sworn statement, ‘During the course 
of his shopping, [Carvounis] would place items in his 
shopping basket. While walking around and continuing to 
shop, he would take various merchandise out of the 
package and conceal in his pockets […] He would discard 
the empty packages on shelves throughout the store.’ 
Allegedly, the security video showed Mr. Carvounis tearing 
off the tag from a Cabela’s hat and wearing it as he 
attempted to leave the store. Mr. Carvounis was carrying a 
concealed weapon while he was in the store. According to 
New Jersey Watchdog, ‘New Jersey pays Carvounis a base 

                                                                                              
police officer who used excessive force on grandfather.” 14 May 2013 
<http://www.ipcc.gov.uk/news/Pages/pr_140513_westmerciaappeal.as
px>. Also: IPCC (Independent Police Complaints Commission), 
“Officers to face misconduct charges after IPCC upholds clubber’s strip 
search appeal.” 31 July 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/kavzlaq>. Also: IPCC 
Commissioner Derrick Campbell, “IPCC - Independent Police 
Complaints Commission.” Facebook. 
<https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=332445400216
739&id=105248346269780>. 
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salary of $95,198 a year, plus roughly $16,000 for meals, 
uniform cleaning and other allowances, according to a state 
payroll database. That does not include his overtime pay, 
which is exempt from public disclosure by state 
regulation.’ Mr. Carvounis was ordered to pay a $150 fine 
plus restitution and court costs.95 

“An important good deed is to investigate abuses of power 
by police and physicians. KOB (Albuquerque, New 
Mexico) has done this in the case of police treatment of 
David Eckert, who on 2 January 2013 was accused of not 
bringing his vehicle to a full stop at a stop sign in Deming, 
New Mexico. Law enforcement thought that Mr. Eckert 
was clenching his buttocks when he exited his vehicle, and 
so law enforcement thought that he was hiding illegal drugs 
in his anal cavity. Law enforcement got a search warrant 
from a judge so that they could search Mr. Eckert’s anal 
cavity. According to a federal lawsuit filed by Mr. Eckert’s 
attorney, Shannon Kennedy, a doctor in an emergency 
room in Deming, declined to perform the search because, in 
the doctor’s opinion, it was unethical. However, physicians 
at the Gila Regional Medical Center in Silver City agreed 
to search Mr. Eckert’s anal cavity. Chris Ramirez, in his 
article ‘4 On Your Side investigates traffic stop nightmare,’ 
details what happened to Mr. Eckert, who did not give 
permission for any of these procedures:  

1. Eckert’s abdominal area was x-rayed; no 
narcotics were found.  

                                                
95 For More Information: Mark Lagerkvist, “Christie’s bodyguard 
busted in Pennsylvania theft.” New Jersey Watchdog. 3 February 2014 
<http://watchdog.org/126847/christie-bodyguard-theft/>. Also: Mark 
Lagerkvist. “Christie bodyguard with sticky fingers gets slap on wrist.” 
New Jersey Watchdog. 7 April 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/ppvze8y>. See 
also: <http://watchdog.org/wp-content/blog/files/2014/04/Carvounis-
ARD-w-highlights.pdf>. 
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2. Doctors then performed an exam of Eckert’s anus 
with their fingers; no narcotics were found. 

3. Doctors performed a second exam of Eckert’s 
anus with their fingers; no narcotics were found.  

4. Doctors penetrated Eckert’s anus to insert an 
enema. Eckert was forced to defecate in front of 
doctors and police officers. Eckert watched as 
doctors searched his stool. No narcotics were found. 

5. Doctors penetrated Eckert’s anus to insert an 
enema a second time. Eckert was forced to defecate 
in front of doctors and police officers. Eckert 
watched as doctors searched his stool. No narcotics 
were found. 

6. Doctors penetrated Eckert’s anus to insert an 
enema a third time. Eckert was forced to defecate in 
front of doctors and police officers. Eckert watched 
as doctors searched his stool. No narcotics were 
found. 

7. Doctors then x-rayed Eckert again; no narcotics 
were found.  

8. Doctors prepared Eckert for surgery, sedated him, 
and then performed a colonoscopy where a scope 
with a camera was inserted into Eckert’s anus, 
rectum, colon, and large intestines. No narcotics 
were found. 

“Shannon Kennedy said, ‘If the officers in Hidalgo County 
and the City of Deming are seeking warrants for anal cavity 
searches based on how they’re standing and the warrant 
allows doctors at the Gila Hospital of Horrors to go in and 
do enemas and colonoscopies without consent, then anyone 
can be seized and that’s why the public needs to know 
about this.’ 
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“Mr. Eckert’s rights were violated in a major way. Mr. 
Ramirez wrote, ‘There are major concerns about the way 
the search warrant was carried out. Kennedy argues that the 
search warrant was overly broad and lacked probable 
cause. But beyond that, the warrant was only valid in Luna 
County, where Deming is located. The Gila Regional 
Medical Center is in Grant County. That means all of the 
medical procedures were performed illegally and the 
doctors who performed the procedures did so with no legal 
basis and no consent from the patient.  

“‘In addition, even if the search warrant was executed in 
the correct New Mexico county, the warrant expired at 10 
p.m. Medical records show the prepping for the 
colonoscopy started at 1 a.m. the following day, three hours 
after the warrant expired.’ 

“‘Shannon Kennedy said, ‘This is like something out of a 
science fiction film, anal probing by government officials 
and public employees.’ 

“By the way, a man might clench his buttocks if he were 
holding drugs between his buttocks. But if the drugs are in 
his anal cavity, he has no reason to clench his buttocks 
except to do an exercise. 

“In another article (‘NM woman comes forward with illegal 
probing claims’), Mr. Ramirez also wrote about a woman 
who believes herself to be a victim of sexual assault 
because of the way in which she was searched. The woman 
crossed the border at a Port of Entry from Juarez, Mexico, 
into El Paso, Texas. A dog made an alert, and the woman 
was strip-searched at the Port of Entry and then was taken 
to University Medical Center of El Paso. Laura Schaur 
Ives, Legal Director for the New Mexico Chapter of the 
American Civil Liberties Union, who is representing the 
woman, said, ‘First, medical staff observed her making a 
bow[e]l movement and no drugs were found at that point. 
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They then took an X-ray, but it did not reveal any 
contraband. They then did a cavity search and they probed 
her vagina and her anus, they described in the medical 
records as bi-manual — two handed. Finally, they did a cat 
scan. Again, they found nothing.’ 

“David Eckert, Shannon Kennedy, the unidentified woman, 
Laura Schaur Ives, and Chris Ramirez are heroes.96 

“Of course, most police officers are good people and many 
police officers are heroes. Let’s get rid of bad police 
officers and unethical physicians. 

“Here are some examples of good police officers: 

“Police officers are justified in using their guns when 
needed to protect their lives, but it is better when a bad 
situation can be handled without injury or death and 
without the use of deadly force. Deadly force may be 
justified, yet not necessary. On 17 September 2014, a black 
Mercedes stopped moving near the intersection of Sunrise 
and Swan in Tucson, Arizona. According to witnesses, the 
67-year-old driver appeared to be dazed or unresponsive. 
Pima County Deputy Kevin Gardner responded. He said 
about the driver, ‘He grabbed a walking stick or cane and 
thrust it at me and hit me in the chest.’ Deputy Gardner 
added, ‘He got away from my grasp, was able to reach into 
the center console and pull out a six-inch folding knife. He 
opened it up and displayed it at me at that point.’ Deputy 
                                                
96 For More Information: Chris Ramirez, “4 On Your Side investigates 
traffic stop nightmare.” KOB (Albuquerque, New Mexico). 4 
November 2013; updated 5 November 2013 
<http://www.kob.com/article/stories/S3209305.shtml?cat=500#.Unzuj
KV19bX>. For More Information: Chris Ramirez, “NM woman comes 
forward with illegal probing claims.” KOB (Albuquerque, New 
Mexico). 7 November 2013 
<http://www.kob.com/article/stories/S3212603.shtml#.UnzyKaV19bU
>. 



 143 

Gardner did not draw his gun, but he did draw his Taser, 
aka stun gun. He said, ‘I want to keep him in the position to 
where I can maintain control without having to go to deadly 
force. That’s obviously the last resort I want to go to.’ 
Deputy Gardner did not use the Taser until the driver 
moved toward a citizen. The driver fell to the ground but 
kept ahold of the knife. Another deputy found the driver’s 
identification papers in the car. Deputy Gardner said, ‘At 
that point we told him, “Edward, we need you to put that 
knife down.” I think he realized what the situation was. He 
saw several deputies with guns and Tasers on him, and he 
realized the situation, what it was. He looked at the knife 
and threw it to the side.’ Som Lisaius, a reporter for Tucson 
News Now (Arizona), wrote this: ‘We’ve learned that the 
driver involved in this ordeal recently left his wife in 
California without explanation. We’re told he’s a Vietnam 
veteran who is bi-polar and suffers from Post Traumatic 
Stress Syndrome. He could face local charges for what 
happened Wednesday. But in the meantime, he has been 
admitted into Pima County’s Mental Health Services.’97 

“On 7 August 2014, Redditor nelldog posted a photograph 
on Imgur of a United Kingdom iMessage that stated, ‘Hello 
Marty, you gave me your number in your intoxicated state 
last night. I’ve a feeling you won’t remember me. We took 
you home in our police car. You assured us several times 
that you weren’t a terrorist and requested we don’t send 
you back to Ireland. When you drink please stay safe and 
don’t drink yourself into that state. Hope you’re not too 
hungover. Stay safe.’ 

“Redditors, as usual, had some interesting comments: 

                                                
97 For More Information: Som Lisaius, “Pima County deputy uses 
restraint in potential deadly-force incident.” Tucson News Now 
(Arizona). 18 September 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/lranhss>. 
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“1) DaPome commented, ‘STOP RESISTING … our 
friendly free ride home offer.’ 

“2) LongJohnErd commented, ‘GET ON THE GROUND 
… and join our break dancing competition.’ 

“3) Elton Juan commented, ‘KEEP YOUR HANDS 
WHERE I CAN … give you a high five.’ 

“4) Banjobonnie commented, ‘YOU HAVE THE RIGHT 
TO … make it home safely.’ 

“5) shaesheep commented, ‘ANY INFORMATION CAN 
AND WILL BE USED … to send you friendly texts.’ 

“6) PM-ME-YOUR-SUBREDDIT commented, ‘YOU’RE 
UNDER appreciated.’98  

“On 4 March 2014, Lieutenant Paul Barbour of the 
Edmond, Oklahoma, Police Department, did a remarkable 
good deed. The department’s Facebook page stated, “How 
cool is this? One of our Lieutenants, Paul Barbour, heard 
that the children of a family friend were having trouble 
sleeping at night. They were scared and would worry all 
night long. He left this note taped to their front door. He 
definitely didn’t do it thinking it would be posted on FB 
[Facebook], but we think it’s too special not to post.”  

“The scared children are sisters Aubrey, age 11, and Ava, 
age 9. Their mother’s name is Kaycie. 

“This is Lieutenant Paul Barbour’s note: 

Hello Ava and Aubrey, 

                                                
98 For More Information: nelldog, “So my mate went out last night.” 
Imgur. 27 August 2014 <http://imgur.com/gallery/FVeVLYW>. Also: 
nelldog, “So my mate went out last night.” Reddit. 27 August 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/m3cys35>. 
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This is Lt. Paul Barbour from Edmond P.D. I work 
the night shift and patrol neighborhoods and look 
for criminal activity. We do this so people can sleep 
and [sic] night and not worry about their safety. 

I was driving through your neighborhood and 
everything looked good! I wanted to drop you a 
note to let you know all is well!” 

Take Care, 

Paul Barbour99 

“The take-away lessons here are that most police officers 
are good people, but some are not; no one is above the law; 
and bad police officers ought to face justice just like other 
people. Also, even though deadly force may be justified, it 
is not always necessary.” 

                                                
99 For More Information: Edmond Police Department, “How cool is 
this?” Facebook. 6 March 2014 
<https://www.facebook.com/edmondpd>. Also: “Edmond Officer 
Leaves Note To Let Kids Know They're Safe.” News9 (Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma). 6 March 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/q6lct5p>. Also: “Kind 
police officer writes reassuring note to scared sisters.” Metro (UK). 8 
March 2014 >http://tinyurl.com/q5ejsjd>. 
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Chapter 12: Neptune (Philosophy and Theology) 

Honey Badger arrived on Neptune, and a saved soul came 
over to her and said, “Get ready for food for thought. It is 
time for some philosophy and some theology: 

“First, here is an argument for the existence of God. 

“Captain Jean-Luc Picard of Star Trek: The Next 
Generation can state that religion is a superstition of the 
past, but philosophers today are still taking the question of 
the existence of God seriously. One contemporary 
philosopher who believes he has a good argument for the 
existence of God is Richard Taylor. 

“Taylor starts with a plausible principle: the Principle of 
Sufficient Reason. According to the Principle of Sufficient 
Reason, there is an explanation or cause for everything. To 
illustrate the principle, he asks us to imagine that we are 
walking in the woods and we come across a translucent 
ball. (Translucent means ‘transmitting light but causing 
sufficient diffusion to eliminate perception of distinct 
images’ — The American Heritage Dictionary.) Of course, 
we would ask, ‘Why is that translucent ball here?’ In doing 
this, we are asking for a reason sufficient to explain the 
translucent ball’s existence. 

“Taylor explains the Principle of Sufficient Reason in this 
way: ‘in the case of any positive truth, there is some 
sufficient reason for it, something which, in this sense, 
makes it true — in short, that there is some sort of 
explanation, known or unknown, for everything.’ 

“Of course, the translucent ball is unusual and so we do not 
expect to see it in a woodsy setting, and so we ask where it 
came from. But if we were unfamiliar with rocks in a 
woodsy setting, and had come across a rock instead of the 
translucent ball, we would be asking why the rock was 
there. Taylor makes this point to show that even though we 
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ask for reasons for the existence of unusual things, we 
could also ask for reasons for the existence of things we are 
used to. 

“One thing that we are used to is the existence of the world. 
(Taylor defines the world as everything that exists, except 
for God, if God should exist.) Everything in the world is 
contingent; that is, its existence is dependent on something 
other than itself. For example, I am contingent. I exist 
because my parents brought me into being. Of course, my 
parents are also contingent; they exist because their parents 
brought them into being.  

“Some questions we should ask are these: Why does 
anything exist? Why should there be a world at all? We can 
certainly imagine the world not existing. As you can see, 
Taylor is using the Principle of Sufficient Reason on a 
grand scale: What is a reason sufficient for explaining the 
existence of the world? 

“Please note that the complexity of the universe is not a 
sufficient reason for its existence. Suppose the universe 
consisted entirely of a translucent ball. We would still want 
to know the reason for its existence. The same thing applies 
to our world of many and complex objects, including 
billions and billions of stars, as astronomer Carl Sagan 
might say. 

“Please note also that even if the world is old, that still is 
not a sufficient reason for its existence. We would still 
want to know why there is a world. Just to say that 
something is very old does not explain why it exists. 

“Please note further that even if the world does not have a 
beginning, that still is not a sufficient reason for its 
existence. We would still want to know why there is a 
world. Just to say that something has always existed does 
not explain why it exists. 
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“Our world could have always existed (as in the Steady 
State theory), or it could have had a beginning (as in the 
Big Bang theory). Either way, it is proper to speak of the 
world as being created. Taylor points out that people have 
been confused by the word ‘creation,’ incorrectly assuming 
that ‘creation’ implies a beginning in time. Taylor writes, 
‘Now if the world is the creation of God, its relationship to 
God should be thought of in this fashion; namely, that the 
world depends for its existence upon God, and could not 
exist independently of God.’ It is possible that both God 
and the world are eternal, but that the world is contingent 
upon God. (Or, alternatively, it is also possible that God is 
eternal, the world had a beginning in time, and the world is 
contingent upon God.) 

“So, what is the reason sufficient for explaining the 
existence of the world? Two answers suggest themselves. 
One is that the world is responsible for its own existence; 
that is, it has aseity (necessary existence). Taylor finds this 
implausible because everything in the world appears to be 
contingent. 

“Taylor writes, 

It would be a self-contradiction to say of anything 
that it exists by its own nature, or is a necessarily 
existing thing, and at the same time to say that it 
comes into being or passes away, or that it ever 
could come into being or pass away. Nothing about 
the world seems at all like this, for concerning 
anything in the world, we can perfectly easily think 
of it as being annihilated, or as never having existed 
in the first place, without there being the slightest 
hint of any absurdity in such a supposition. 

“The second possibility, and the only one that remains, is 
that a self-caused, necessary being is responsible for the 
existence of the world. This being, of course, is God. 
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Taylor attempts to clear up some confusion over the terms 
we apply to God. For example, to say that a self-caused 
being brings itself into being is absurd. Taylor writes, 

To say that something is self-caused (causa sui) 
means only that it exists, not contingently or in 
dependence upon something else, but by its own 
nature, which is only to say that it is a being which 
is such that it can neither come into being nor 
perish. 

“Is the idea of a self-caused, necessary being absurd? 
Taylor writes, apparently not. If we can think of objects 
whose existence is impossible, such as a square circle or a 
formless body, why not of a being whose existence is 
necessary? 

“Taylor also attempts to make clear the notion of a first 
cause. He points out that ‘first’ does not mean ‘first in 
time.’ Rather, he writes,  

To describe God as a first cause is only to say that 
he is literally a primary rather than a secondary 
cause, an ultimate rather than a derived cause, or a 
being upon which all other things, heaven and earth, 
ultimately depend for their existence. 

“One important point to note is that though Taylor has 
argued that God exists, his argument does not establish that 
God has all the attributes that the Judeo-Christian religion 
says God has. Taylor has argued that God is the Creator of 
the world and that God has aseity (necessary being). 
However, his argument does not show that God is 
benevolent. Still, Taylor shows that modern philosophers 
do not simply assume that God does not exist; indeed, 
many modern philosophers believe that there are good 
arguments for the existence of God. 
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“Captain Picard talks about philosophy; however, he seems 
to assume that God does not exist (without presenting any 
arguments to show that this is actually the case). That is not 
philosophical. 

“By the way, the quotations by Richard Taylor that I am 
using are from his Metaphysics (2nd edition; copyright 
1974). 

“Second, you should know that we do not need religion in 
order to have ethics. 

“What is the relationship between religion and ethics? Do 
we need to have religion before we can have ethics?  

“Apparently not. Many countries that did not know about 
the omnipotent, omniscient, and omnibenevolent God of 
Judaism and Christianity and Islam were able to behave 
ethically and were able to originate systems of ethics that 
we still study today (e.g., ancient Greece and the ethics of 
Aristotle).  

“Kai Nielsen is a Canadian philosopher who believes that it 
is possible to have a rationally defensible system of ethics 
that has no basis whatsoever in religion or in a belief in 
God. 

“Nielsen believes that even if ethics has no religious basis, 
‘we need not sink into either conventionalism or nihilism.’ 
Conventionalism means custom — doing what other people 
in your culture customarily do. In other words, this is a 
variety of relativism. If you are a conventionalist, then you 
believe that you should do what your neighbors do.  

“Nihilism, on the other hand, means that there are no 
established moral rules whatsoever. If everyone becomes 
convinced that nihilism is the correct philosophical theory, 
then anarchy will abound.  
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“Some religious people believe that without religion, we 
will have no objective morality; instead, we will have either 
conventionalism or nihilism. Nielsen argues that this is not 
the case. Even if everyone agrees that God is dead, we can 
still have an objective ethics. 

“According to Nielsen, a secular ethics — which is 
objective — can be built on two moral principles, one of 
which comes from Aristotle (384-322 B.C.E.), the other of 
which comes from Immanuel Kant (1724-1804). 

“According to both Aristotle and Nielsen, the goal of life is 
happiness. This is something that certainly seems plausible. 
Aristotle argues that all human beings want to be happy, 
and he argued that happiness is an intrinsic good — good in 
itself and not for the sake of something else. 

“The other moral principle is this: Treat every person as an 
end and never as a means only. This is one of the 
formulations of Kant’s categorical imperative. An end is 
something that is valuable in itself and worthy of respect. A 
means, on the other hand, is valued not for itself but for 
what it can get you. For example, a bad job (poorly paid, 
lots of hard work, low status) may simply be a means by 
which the employee can keep the bills paid.  

“Kant wants us to treat all human beings as worthy of 
dignity and respect. Of course, sometimes we do treat 
people as means. For example, I may order lunch from a 
waitress. However, it is possible for me — even while 
ordering food — to treat the waitress as an end also. I can 
do that by not wasting the waitress’ time and by not harshly 
ordering the waitress around.  

“In other words, we treat a person as an end when we treat 
the person as being valuable in him- or herself. We treat the 
person as a means when we use that person in order to get 
something from him or her. An example: borrowing money 
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by making a lying promise to pay the money back even 
though we have no intention of ever paying it back. 

“To sum up: According to Nielsen, secular morality could 
be built on these two moral principles: 

1) Happiness is good. 

2) Treat every person as an end and never as a 
means only. 

“Religious people, however, could argue that a religious 
morality could have just one moral principle: 

We ought to do what God wills. 

“These people are using the Law of Parsimony, which 
states that one should use the smallest number of 
assumptions possible when explaining something. Since a 
religious morality can be based on just one moral principle 
while Nielsen’s secular morality is based on two moral 
principles, this is some evidence that the better morality is 
the religious morality. 

“However, Nielsen says that subscribing to this moral 
principle means believing two things that he thinks are 
obscure: 

1) We are creatures of God. 

2) We have infinite value. 

“It is better, Nielsen believes, simply to accept the two 
moral principles of the religionless ethics. According to 
Nielsen, doing this does not require ‘crucifixion of the 
intellect.’ According to Nielsen, accepting a religious 
morality does require ‘crucifixion of the intellect.’ 

“An important point that Nielsen makes is that it is possible 
to be happy. Religion can possibly provide one big 
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meaning of life; however, a happy life can also be made up 
of many smaller meanings. According to Nielsen, 

A man could be said to have lived a happy life if he 
had found lasting sources of satisfaction in his life 
and if he had been able to find certain goals 
worthwhile and to achieve at least some of them. He 
could indeed have suffered some pain and anxiety, 
but his life must, for the most part, have been free 
from pain, estrangement, and despair, and must, on 
balance, have been a life which he has liked and 
found worthwhile.  

“Nielsen also lists a number of things that are sources of 
human happiness: 

• Freedom from pain and want. 

• Security and emotional peace. 

• Human love and companionship. 

• “… some sort of creative employment or 
meaningful work to give our lives point, to save 
them from boredom, drudgery, and futility.” 

• Art, music, and the dance. 

“Meaningful work can involve relieving human suffering. 
Nielsen writes, 

It is not only happiness for ourselves that can give 
us something of value, but there is the need to do 
what we can to diminish the awful sum of human 
misery in the world. I have never understood those 
who say that they find contemporary life 
meaningless because they find nothing worthy of 
devoting their energies to. Throughout the world 
there is an immense amount of human suffering, 
suffering that can, through a variety of human 
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efforts, be partially alleviated. Why can we not find 
a meaningful life in devoting ourselves, as did 
Doctor Rieux in Albert Camus’s The Plague, to 
relieving somewhat the sum total of human 
suffering? 

“If people believe there is no religious foundation for 
ethics, would the result be egoism? Such may be the belief 
of a religious person. 

“There are two kinds of egoism: 

1) Psychological Egoism is the view that human 
beings are made in such a way that they always — 
without exception — act selfishly. This viewpoint is 
simply wrong, since many people act benevolently 
on occasion. 

2) Ethical Egoism is the view that people ought to 
act selfishly. However, most rational people would 
say that you should obey just laws and act morally 
because it is in your own self-interest to do so.  

“Still, suppose that you are so powerful that you can 
literally get away with murder. Should you act 
benevolently or instead look out for No. 1? Nielsen points 
out that each person ultimately must decide what kind of 
person he or she wishes to be: We can choose to be moral, 
or we can choose to be evil. The choice is up to us. 

“Nielsen has made an excellent case for a secular morality. 
However, the theologian Paul Tillich argues that religion 
offers more than just a set of moral rules (moralisms) for us 
to follow. Religion can be an experience that leads to 
regeneration — that makes you into a new person who acts 
morally by nature. 
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“By the way, the quotations by Kai Nielsen that I have used 
are from his ‘Ethics Without Religion’ in The Ohio 
University Review VI (1964). 

“Three, here is an argument for an afterlife. 

“One philosopher who argues from a Judeo-Christian 
standpoint that we are immortal is John Baillie, who was 
born in Scotland in 1886 and who died in 1960 after a long 
career in philosophy and theology. During his long career, 
he was even appointed Chaplain to the Queen of Scotland. 
In his 1934 book And the Life Everlasting, he argues that 
we are immortal. His writing is very clear. 

“Baillie’s argument for immortality is given in what he 
calls a ‘syllogism of hope.’ A syllogism is an argument that 
consists of two premises and a conclusion. That he uses this 
form is an advantage to the reader because it clearly 
identifies his premises and his conclusion; thus, the reader 
is aided in determining whether the premises are true and 
whether they provide adequate support for the conclusion. 

“The first premise of the syllogism of hope is ‘God is 
Omnipotent Love.’ Baillie starts with belief in God; he 
assumes the existence of God — an omnipotent, 
omnibenevolent Being Who is the object of worship in 
Judeo-Christian religions. For Baillie, two characteristics of 
God are that He is all-powerful and all-loving. 

“One must ask whether this premise is true. When Baillie 
evaluates the truth of this premise, he writes, 

The question I find myself asking is not whether 
God is omnipotent, but whether Omnipotence is 
God; not whether the Eternal Lover of our souls is 
truly in control of the universe, but whether that 
which is in control of the universe is truly such as to 
be a Lover of our souls. My own temptation, 
accordingly, has never been to doubt the power of a 
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God unmistakably revealed as love, but rather to 
doubt the love of a God unmistakably revealed as 
power. The almightiness of reality is only too plain; 
it is the love that so often seems hidden. 

“However, Baillie believes that the first premise is true. 

“The second premise of the syllogism of hope is this: 
‘Therefore, God will preserve the persons He loves and 
values.’ One thing that has been suggested as human 
beings’ intrinsic value is that through using their free will 
they are able to choose to bring good into the universe. (Of 
course, through their free will they are also able to choose 
to bring evil into the universe.) 

“One thing that Baillie believes is ‘The Omnipotence 
behind the universe is our Father and our Friend.’ 
Therefore, he asks, if these two premises should be 
allowed, would not this conclusion follow: ‘Therefore, God 
will preserve the persons He loves and values.’ Indeed, 
Baillie asks, ‘Is it possible to believe that the Eternal 
Father, if He veritably is, should consent to the annihilation 
of the souls He loves?’ 

“Here is the completed syllogism of hope: 

P1: God is Omnipotent Love. 

P2: Something of intrinsic value resides in human 
individuality. 

C: Therefore, God will preserve the persons He 
loves and values. 

“Baillie finds the syllogism of hope convincing; he adds 
that if we do not, we ought to ask ourselves which of the 
two premises we doubt. (Baillie believes that the two 
premises provide adequate support for the conclusion; 
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therefore, if the premises are true, then the conclusion is 
also true.) 

“According to Baillie, 

If the truth […] of [the syllogism of] hope’s 
[premises] be granted, then its conclusion cannot 
possibly be resisted. Hence it is of the utmost 
importance that those who doubt or deny this 
conclusion should make it clear to others which of 
the two premises they are doubting. It seems to me 
that there is no small degree of equivocation in 
contemporary literature on this vital point. Every 
one who denies the doctrine of personal immortality 
is denying either the ultimate conservation by the 
universe of the values that emerge during its process 
or the intrinsic nature of the value that resides in 
personality. Either he is doubting the reality of God 
the Father Almighty or he is holding possible that 
God should will the annihilation of the souls He 
loves — or at the very least the dissipation of their 
individualities […]. 

“In conclusion, Baillie offers a way for people to become 
more assured of their immortality. It is a very simple way, 
based on Scripture: 

The way to attain to a surer hope is thus not so 
much to attend to the sharpening of our wits, though 
that too may have its measure of importance, as to 
deepen our human experience of fellowship with 
God and, as a fruit, increase our sense of the 
preciousness of human souls. Here as everywhere 
the two great commandments are to love God with 
all of our heart and our neighbors as ourselves. 

“The takeaway lesson here is that God gave you a brain, 
and God wants you to use it.” 
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Chapter 13: Pluto (Gays and Lesbians) 

Honey Badger flew to Pluto, which was formerly known as 
the ninth and furthermost planet in our solar system but has 
now been reclassified as a dwarf planet. A similar, but 
more positive, reclassification is underway for gays and 
lesbians and bisexuals and transgender people.  

A lesbian soul came over to Honey and said, “Things are 
looking up for LGBT people. People are realizing that 
LGBT people are people, too. They are not necessarily 
good or bad; they have free will like other people and can 
choose to do good or do evil. But it is good to recognize 
that these people are people. Also, of course, it is good to 
accept one’s child, even if one’s child is gay or lesbian or 
bisexual or transgender. Many good people have done this: 

“A 13-year-old boy named Connor came out as gay to his 
parents, and his mother wrote him this touching letter: 

Dear Connor, 

I am writing you this letter so you have something 
tangible, something to hold onto if you should ever 
need it, to always remind you that we love you. I 
am pretty proud that we have the kind of 
relationship in which you felt comfortable coming 
out to me at 13 years old. I am hoping that we have 
created an environment in our house in which you 
know you are loved, you are safe, and that we will 
support you and fight for you. Dad and I love you 
very much. You are growing into such an amazing 
young man. You are pure potential. We can’t wait 
to see where it takes you! 

Love, Mom’100 

                                                
100 For More Information: Kristen Droesch, “Read This Touching Love 
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“Redditor ruinr is the brother of a lesbian. ruinr has known 
that his sister is a lesbian since she was ten or eleven years 
old. ruinr explains, ‘She was always tomboy-ish, but when 
my highly acclaimed collection of Jenny McCarthy 
Playboys came up missing and then [were] later found 
under her mattress, I knew. Didn’t care either. I f[**]king 
love my sister.’101 

“In 1992, Garth Brooks released a song titled ‘We Shall Be 
Free,’ in support of minorities of all kinds, including gays. 
Mr. Brooks does have gay friends, as pretty much everyone 
does (although they may not know it). At a club, he met a 
gay friend, hugged him, as he always does, and sat at the 
bar with him. The gay man held his hand at the bar, which 
at first made Mr. Brooks uneasy, especially since people 
were looking at him. However, Mr. Brooks thought, Which 
is going to bother you more? People seeing you hold this 
guy’s hand, or how he’s going to feel if you pull your hand 
away? Mr. Brooks then relaxed and kept holding his gay 
friend’s hand. (And yes, Mr. Brooks is straight, is married, 
and has children.)102 

“Actress Anne Hathaway has a gay brother. She said, ‘In 
my household, being gay was, and is, no big deal. When 
my brother came out, we hugged him, said we loved him, 
and that was that.’103 

                                                                                              
Letter From A Mother To Her Son.” Your Tango. Accessed 9 June 
2014 <http://tinyurl.com/mcv5h2p>. 
101 For More Information: js404, “Parents of Gay Children, Did You 
Know Your Child was Gay Before They Came Out?” Reddit. 9 June 
2014 <http://tinyurl.com/q8btded>. 
102 For More Information: Jack L. Roberts, Garth Brooks (Lucent 
Books, 1999), p. 59. 
103 For More Information: “And today’s good deed award goes to... 
Anne Hathaway.” Entertainment (Dublin, Ireland). 2012 
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“People have helped LGBT people in various ways: 

“In April 2011, Maverick Couch wore a T-shirt with 
lettering that read ‘JESUS IS NOT A HOMOPHOBE’ to 
Waynesville High School in Waynesville, Ohio. He wore 
the T-shirt to support the Gay, Lesbian & Straight 
Education Network’s ‘Day of Silence.’ The principal of 
Waynesville High School, Randy Gebhardt, called Mr. 
Couch into his office and told him to wear the T-shirt 
inside out. He did. The following day, he wore it again. 
This time, Mr. Couch was told that he would be suspended 
if he did not remove the T-shirt. He removed the T-shirt. 
The following fall, Mr. Couch asked the principal for 
permission to wear the T-shirt. The principal refused to 
give him permission. Mr. Couch and his family then talked 
to lawyers. On 21 May 2012, U.S. District Judge Michael 
Barrett upheld the First Amendment and ordered the school 
to allow Mr. Couch to wear the T-shirt. U.S. District Judge 
Barrett also required the school district to pay Mr. Couch 
$20,000 in damages and court costs. Mr. Couch, a 16-year-
old junior, said, ‘I’m really blessed and happy. It’s just 
really amazing. I never thought it would come out like 
this.’ Christopher Clark, senior staff attorney for Lambda 
Legal, which sued on Mr. Couch’s behalf, said, ‘We’re 
very happy for Maverick and all LGBT students in Ohio. If 
school officials had any doubt before, it’s clear now: First 
Amendment rights apply to all students on every day of the 
year, and efforts to silence LGBT youth will not go 
unchallenged.’ Mr. Couch said, ‘I just wanted to wear my 
shirt. The shirt is a statement of pride, and I hope other 
students like me know that they can be proud, too.’ The day 
after the court judgment, Mr. Couch wore the T-shirt to 
school. He said, ‘The principal didn’t say a word.’ Mr. 

                                                                                              
<http://entertainment.ie/cinema/news/And-todays-good-deed-award-
goes-to-Anne-Hathaway/146059.htm>. 
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Couch added, ‘We need to accept others how they come no 
matter their religion, sexual orientation, the color of their 
skin. Everyone is who they are. We all need to come 
together as a whole and accept everyone.’104 

“Songwriter Jim White almost did not become a recording 
artist, although he was intrigued when he had the chance to 
record his songs. He talked about the opportunity with a 
trusted friend, who asked him, ‘Do you think that these 
songs that you wrote might be helpful to others?’ Mr. 
White replied, ‘No,’ but the friend told him, ‘Well, you’re 
wrong. The songs you wrote will help people. Not all 
people, but certain people. If you want to be of service to 
people who are in some way lost like you are, then go be a 
musician.’ Just a few months after the release of his first 
album, he heard from a lesbian whose child had been in a 
coma. Mr. White says, ‘The doctors had informed her there 
was little chance that her child would pull through and told 
her to prepare for its death.’ Each day, the woman and her 
partner listened to one of Mr. White’s songs, ‘A Perfect 
Day to Chase Tornados.’ He describes the song in this way: 
‘It’s a song I wrote when I was seriously contemplating 
killing myself. It’s about not only standing and facing your 
fears, but aggressively denying their power over your life 
and circumstance.’ The lesbian couple listened to that song 
many times on the way to the hospital to be with their 
child, and after a month the child came out of the coma. 
Mr. White respects the couple’s courage in not giving up, 
and he says, ‘The idea that a song I wrote in some small 
way helped them muster up that courage to fight such a 

                                                
104 For More Information: James Eng, “Teen wins right to wear ‘Jesus 
Is Not a Homophobe’ T-shirt to school.” NBC News. 29 May 2012 
<http://usnews.nbcnews.com/_news/2012/05/29/11939795-teen-wins-
right-to-wear-jesus-is-not-a-homophobe-t-shirt-to-school?lite>. 
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fight makes me dizzy and giddy with hope for my purpose 
here on this earth.’105 

“Tom Villard was a gay actor whose most famous role was 
probably in the TV series We Got It Made. Unfortunately, 
he developed AIDS, and because he hadn’t been acting 
much he was about to lose his Screen Actors Guild health 
insurance. Therefore, he came out of the closet in hopes 
that the publicity would give him enough visibility to 
convince someone to hire him, thus allowing him to keep 
his health insurance. Mary Jo Slater, the mother of actor 
Christian Slater, came through for him. A casting director, 
she found him the acting role he needed. Celebrity publicist 
Howard Bragman says, ‘To me, she’s a hero. She never 
asked for praise — she did it because it was the right thing 
to do. It still moves me to this day when I think about her 
kindness and compassion.’106 

“LGBT people also do a lot of good: 

“Winn Cottrell, an elderly lesbian, started becoming 
increasingly forgetful. Fortunately, the Gay and Lesbian 
Outreach to Elders (GLOE) in San Francisco assigned a 
‘Friendly Visitor’ to her. The Friendly Visitor helps Ms. 
Cottrell with such chores as cooking, cleaning, and paying 
bills.107  

“Valerie Taylor, one of the first people to write positive 
lesbian fiction, made little money from her writing, 

                                                
105 For More Information: Popmatters Staff, “20 QUESTIONS: Jim 
White.” 31 March 2008 
<http://www.popmatters.com/pm/features/article/56691/jim-white/>. 
106 For More Information: Howard Bragman, “Paper Trail: How to 
Come Out.” The Advocate. 20 January 2009 
<http://www.advocate.com/exclusive_detail_ektid70585.asp>. 
107 For More Information: Zsa Zsa Gershick, Gay Old Girls, p. 199. 



 163 

certainly not enough to pay for health care. Fortunately, she 
had 10 friends who each contributed $10 per month so that 
she could pay for her HMO and eye medicine.108 

“In New York is a charitable organization of gay and 
transgendered people — including men who dress like 
women. The organization’s name is the Imperial Court of 
New York, and its motto is ‘Do good and look fabulous.’109 

“As you may expect, LGBT people have had to face 
prejudice: 

“In 1977, at Los Angeles’ Comedy Store, lesbian comic 
Robin Tyler was heckled by several straight men. One man 
yelled at her, ‘Are you a lesbian?’ She struck back with, 
‘Are you the alternative?’ In support of Ms. Tyler, all the 
comics who followed her act told the audience that they 
were homosexuals, too — although all of them were 
straight.110 

“Of course, some people will use the Bible to argue against 
homosexuality: 

“When it comes to understanding what the Bible says about 
same-sex relationships, we have to understand what the 
authors of the Bible meant by same-sex relationships. In 
our modern culture, we know that gay men and lesbians 
can have loving same-sex relationships. However, what is 
referred to in the Bible as homosexual acts are not of that 
kind. For example, in the story of Sodom (Genesis 19:1-
19), the men of Sodom wanted to rape the angels to whom 

                                                
108 For More Information: Zsa Zsa Gershick, Gay Old Girls, p. 172. 
109 For More Information: Veronica Vera, Miss Vera’s Cross-Dress for 
Success, p. 177. 
110 For More Information: Ed Karvoski, Jr., A Funny Time to be Gay, p. 
21. 
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Lot was providing hospitality. Here the offense is rape and 
inhospitality, not a condemnation of homosexuality as we 
know it today. Daniel A. Helminiak, author of What the 
Bible Really Says About Homosexuality writes, ‘Not 
homosexuality but hardheartedness is the offense of Gibeah 
[see Judges 19] and of Sodom.’ 

“According to Leviticus 18:22, ‘You shall not lie with a 
male as with a woman; it is an abomination.’ Leviticus 
20:13 states, ‘If a man lie with a man as with a woman, 
both of them have committed an abomination; they shall be 
put to death, their blood is upon them.’ Here the Bible 
condemns the penetration of one man sexually by another 
man, but Helminiak looks at the reasons why this kind of 
sex is condemned.  

“The condemnation occurs in what is called the Holiness 
Code of Leviticus, which is concerned with keeping Israel 
‘holy’ in the sight of God. To be holy is to be set apart. The 
author of Leviticus was concerned with keeping the Jews 
different from the Gentiles. At the time, some Gentile 
societies permitted the penetration of one man sexually by 
another man. Helminiak writes, ‘The point is that The 
Holiness Code of Leviticus prohibits male same-sex acts 
for religious reasons, not for sexual reasons. The concern is 
to keep Israel distinct from the Gentiles. Homosexual sex is 
forbidden because it is associated with Gentile identity.’  

“Helminiak uses an analogy here. At one time Catholics did 
not eat meat on Friday. Of course, most people think that 
nothing is wrong with eating meat. But the Catholics were 
concerned with acting like Catholics and with not acting 
the same way as Protestants. A Catholic who then ate meat 
on Friday was guilty of an offense against a religious 
responsibility. Of course, a Catholic who now eats meat on 
Friday is not guilty of an offense against a religious 
responsibility. 
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“Leviticus 20:13 advocates the death penalty for gay 
penetrative sex, and Leviticus 20:9 advocates the death 
penalty for cursing one’s parents: ‘For every one that 
curseth his father or his mother shall be surely put to death: 
he hath cursed his father or his mother; his blood shall be 
upon him.’ Today, we do not advocate putting to death a 
person who curses his parents, nor do we advocate putting 
to death a person who is homosexual. The circumstances 
that led the writer of Leviticus to prescribe the death 
penalty for these actions have changed.111 

“By the way, the late Monty Python member Graham 
Chapman once appeared on a TV talk show, in which he 
discussed his homosexuality. A viewer wrote in to the talk 
show, enclosing in her letter some prayers for Chapman’s 
soul, as well as the Biblical injunction that if a man lie with 
another, he shall be taken out and killed. Python member 
Eric Idle read the viewer’s letter, then wrote her in reply, 
‘We’ve taken him out and killed him!’112 

“Also by the way, in August 2012 in Springfield, Missouri, 
the city council held a public hearing on amending the 
city’s nondiscrimination ordinance to include sexual-
orientation and gender-identity protections. Reverend Phil 
Snider of the Brentwood Christian Church made a 
seemingly anti-gay speech in which he criticized making 
‘special rights for gays and lesbians.’ But after he spoke for 
a couple of minutes, he revealed that he was actually using 
quotations from speeches by white preachers from the 
1950s and 1960s that advocated segregation. He had taken 
out the words ‘racial integration’ and substituted the phrase 
                                                
111 For More Information: Daniel Helminiak, What the Bible Really 
Says About Homosexuality. New Mexico: Alamo Square Press, 2002. 
Print.  
112 For More Information: Peter Hay, Canned Laughter (New York: 
Oxford University Press, 1992), p. 158.  
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‘gay rights.’ He then stated that he hoped that the city 
council would stand ‘on the right side of history.’ What had 
seemed to be a speech against gay rights turned out to be a 
very effective speech against discriminating against gays 
and lesbians.113 

“I recommend that you read What the Bible Really Says 
About Homosexuality, by Catholic priest Daniel Helminiak. 

“Gays tend to be intelligent and witty. Witness the signs at 
gay rights rallies: 1) ‘If God Hates Fags, Why Are We So 
Cute?’ 2) ‘Would You Rather I Marry Your Daughter?’ 3) 
‘If Liza Can Marry Two Gay Men, Why Can’t I Marry 
One?’ 4) ‘I Just Want One Marriage (It’s Not Like I’m 
Newt Gingrich or Anything).’114 

“One more story: On 24 July 2013, Father Rod Bower 
posted on Facebook a pro-gay rights church sign that 
stated, ‘DEAR CHRISTIANS, SOME PEOPLE ARE 
GAY. GET OVER IT, LOVE GOD.’ The church sign was 
that of the Anglican Parish of Gosford, New South Wales, 
Australia. The post went viral. Father Bower said, 
‘Normally one of my posts might get a few thousand views, 

                                                
113 For More Information: Neetzan Zimmerman, “Missouri Pastor’s 
Fiery Speech Against Equal Rights for Homosexuals Has Stunning 
Twist Ending.” 19 October 2012 
<http://gawker.com/5953357/missouri-pastors-fiery-speech-against-
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20 August 2012 
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edded>. 
114 For More Information: Hannah Booth, “Big picture: ‘God hates 
signs’ — gay rights protesters’ placards.” Guardian (UK). 20 April 
2012 
<http://www.guardian.co.uk/artanddesign/gallery/2012/apr/20/photogra
phy-gay-rights>. 
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but nothing like this. This has gone international now — 
there are people liking it all over the world and it is just a 
little sign in Gosford.’ The reaction to the post was ‘hugely 
positive.’ Father Bower said, ‘I have had a number of 
phone calls and ran into people who have said, “Good on 
you. This is really great, also.” I think it shows that it’s an 
important issue and that a lot of people have spiritual 
questions that are not being met by traditional forms of 
Christianity.’ He added, ‘The conservative view is not the 
only view. Marriage equality is a hot issue at the moment 
and it seems the church is struggling to get over this issue. I 
am reflecting on what the spirit of God might be saying in a 
modern world.’115 

“The take-away lessons here are that LGBT people are 
people, too, and that we need to take historical context into 
consideration when interpreting the Bible. One good point 
to keep in mind when interpreting the Bible is that God is 
omnibenevolent. God is always and entirely good. If the 
Bible appears to be telling you to do something evil, don’t 
do it. God does not want you to do anything evil. Do not 
beat up or murder LGBT people; that is an evil action.” 

                                                
115 For More Information: Lauren Nichols, “Gay rights post by Gosford 
Anglican Parish minster Rod Bower goes viral on Facebook.” Daily 
Telegraph (Australia). 30 July 2013 <http://tinyurl.com/n8z65rh>. 
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Chapter 14: The Stars (Awesome People and 
Companies) 

Honey Badger was now among the stars. A star came 
toward her and said, “One of the purposes of life is to be 
awesome. You will see awesome people in Paradise. Here 
is an example of an awesome person: 

“M. Alice LeGrow is a creative person who has done many 
creative things, including the multi-volume gothic graphic 
novel series Bizenghast. To get money to eat, she works as 
a party princess. She dresses up in princess dresses and 
wigs and goes to little-girl parties. At one party for a three-
year-old girl, the girl’s older sister, who was six or seven, 
really wanted the three-year-old to believe that Alice is a 
real princess. The older sister kept saying things such as 
these: ‘Wow Anna, it’s Cinderella! Can you believe it? 
Doesn’t she look JUST like Cinderella in your storybook? 
Isn’t that amazing? Look, she has real glass slippers — 
isn’t that so cool?’  

“Alice is an artist, and she drew a cartoon of Anna as a 
little princess, and Anna’s older sister said, ‘Oh my gosh, 
Anna, it looks JUST LIKE YOU! Doesn’t it look SO 
MUCH LIKE YOU, and Cinderella looks JUST LIKE SHE 
DOES IN THE MOVIE AND YOUR BOOKS?’  

“Alice wrote in a blog post,  

During the singing, she kept telling her sister how 
TOTALLY AMAZING I was and how I sounded 
JUST LIKE CINDERELLA AND ALSO 
TOTALLY WAS HER. She even went as far as to 
compliment my princess manners, how I walked 
and how I danced. […] She was probably the best 
sister ever, totally focused on selling me as the real 
deal to Anna, who seemed happy enough to believe 
anything at that point, seeing as she was only three. 
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I guess the sister, being a bit older than our usual 
kids, was past the point of believing I was the real 
Cinderella, but wanted very badly to make her kid 
sister believe I was, just to be sure the party was a 
success. It was the cutest thing, although like any 
small child, she kinda went a bit overboard. 

“The party was perfect, and Alice got a nice tip. (Always 
tip so that you avoid the Party Princess Stare.) The girls’ 
father complimented her, saying that she very much 
exceeded their expectations. Alice wrote, ‘I wanted to tell 
him he was probably just sold on his older kid’s awesome 
play-by-play.’  

“Sometimes, Alice brings little dress-up costumes for 
children at larger parties. Sometimes, some of the girls at 
the parties are already wearing princess costumes, but that 
doesn’t stop them from wanting to play dress-up with the 
new dresses, and they put a new dress on over the dress that 
they are already wearing.  

“At a party, Alice saw a little girl putting on a Cinderella 
dress, although it was identical to the Cinderella dress that 
she was already wearing. Alice asked, ‘Why don’t you pick 
a dress that’s different from the one you have now?’ The 
little girl replied, ‘Because this is my favorite dress.’  

“One rule that party princesses such as Alice follow is that 
they eat no food at parties because it messes up their 
lipstick. (Princesses can accept bottles of water, although 
they are not allowed to ask for water. Being a party 
princess can be hot work, so always offer your party 
princess a cold bottle of water. And always tip well.) Of 
course, incidents happen. At one party, a little girl thought 
that Rapunzel needed a cupcake. Rapunzel tried to distract 
her by putting a bib on her, but when Rapunzel put a bib on 
her the little girl shoved a cupcake into her face.  
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“At another party, a little birthday girl was really, really sad 
that the princess would not eat cake. After Alice left the 
party, she put her keys in her purse. Usually, her keys make 
a lot of noise when she does that, but that time the sound 
was muffled. She looked in her purse and discovered that 
the little birthday girl had put an unwrapped piece of cake 
in it so the princess could have a snack later. 

“The company that Alice works for often goes to hospitals 
to entertain ill children for free. Frequently, the hospital is 
St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children in downtown 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  

“On her blog, Alice wrote,  

Why do we visit the hospital so often? Because it’s 
a place where sick children hate to go and are often 
tired, nervous and scared of what’s happening to 
them. They are very small children who don’t 
understand why they must stay at the hospital, away 
from home and parents. They feel out of their safe 
zone and are often in pain. They need comforting 
and reassuring and for something to take their 
minds off their conditions. That’s where we come 
in. 

“For an early 2013 visit to St. Christopher’s, Alice stayed 
up all night making a princess cloak for the main girl — 
Aliana — the princesses were going to visit. Often, the 
princesses have one main child they visit, but they also pay 
visits to many more children and talk to children who see 
them on the street.  

“The idea for the cape came to Alice late at night. She 
explains, ‘I was working very hard on another project the 
night before when I thought to myself, It would be nice if I 
had the time to make something for Aliana, like a cape and 
hood or something simple. OH D[*]MNIT, NOW I HAVE 
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TO DO IT, BECAUSE I THOUGHT OF IT.’ She adds, ‘I’m 
not an amazingly selfless person by nature, I just come 
from a family of people who are dedicated to going 
overboard on gift-giving. […] So when I thought, hand-
sewn princess cloak, I suddenly had a moral obligation to 
do it, because thinking it and then NOT doing it would be 
basically admitting that a kid with a brain tumor isn’t worth 
the trouble.’ 

“Alice went as the Rose Beauty princess — she does not 
work for Disney, so her princess characters are either in the 
public domain or are generic. The princess — played by 
Erika — who went with her was the public-domain Snow 
White. The two princesses visited Aliana in Oncology.  

“By the way, Alice’s superpower is being able to smile for 
45 minutes straight while working as a party princess. Also 
by the way, at a princess party a little girl explained to her 
why dolphins smile all the time — they’re vampires. 
According to Alice, ‘Seems like a legit argument.’116 

“Check out her Tumblr blog; angels and saved souls in 
Paradise frequently do: 

http://birthdaypartyprincess.tumblr.com/ 

                                                
116 For Further Information about M. Alice LeGrow, check out 

<https://twitter.com/AssassinSparkle> 

<http://birthdaypartyprincess.tumblr.com/> 

<http://malicelegrow.tumblr.com/post/29226028028/commissions-
being-a-professional-artist-its> 

<http://www.etsy.com/people/LuckyCrown> 

<http://www.amazon.com/M.-Alice-LeGrow/e/B0034OOHRQ> 

<http://bizenghast.com> 
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“M. Alice LeGrow is a party princess, but she is not a 
Disney party princess. Disney the company is frequently 
awesome, as was Walt Disney the man. For example: 

“Walt Disney was a kind man, and he was generous to his 
children and nephews and nieces and the children of 
friends, and all of these children received a steady stream 
of toys. Frequently, Mr. Disney and lots of children made 
short trips with the goal of eating ice cream. His niece, 
Margaret, said, ‘Aunt Lilly [Mrs. Walt Disney] made me 
clothes for my dolls, and Uncle Walt gave me skates and 
scooters.’ When Margaret got married, Uncle Walt paid for 
the wedding and for a trip to Europe. When Dorothy, his 
niece, was ready for her first prom, Uncle Walt bought her 
dress. And he sent one of Lilly’s nephews, Bill Papineau, 
through college.117 

“During World War II, almost every weekend Walt Disney 
would take his children to an amusement park or some 
other entertainment. His younger daughter, Sharon, 
remembers, ‘There was a brass ring on the merry-go-round 
at Griffith Park, and you’d lean out as far as you could. If 
you got the brass ring, you got a free ride.’ On one 
memorable, magical day, Sharon grabbed the brass ring 
over and over. She says, ‘I suspected something was 
wrong. I found out later that dad had bribed the kid who ran 
the ride to let me get it.’  

“Walt was a kind man in many ways. An employee — an 
artist — fell ill and was unable to report to work for almost 
six months. Walt kept sending his paycheck to the artist’s 
home. Walt’s brother Roy was also generous. In Walt’s 
early days, before he became a major success and instead 
was struggling financially, Roy sensed that he needed 

                                                
117 For More Information: Katherine and Richard Greene, The Man 
Behind the Magic: The Story of Walt Disney, p. 75. 



 173 

monetary help. He sent Walt a blank check and a note, 
‘Kid, I haven’t heard from you, but I just have a suspicion 
that you could use a little money. I am enclosing a check. 
Fill it in with any amount up to thirty dollars.’ Walt filled it 
out for $30, which was quite a lot of money back in the 
early 1920s.  

“In his early, struggling days, Walt once was close to 
closing a deal to do an educational film for a dentist for 
$500, but he was unable to meet him to close the deal. 
When the dentist asked Walt why they couldn’t meet right 
away, Walt replied, ‘I haven’t any shoes.’ He had had them 
repaired at a shoemaker’s shop, but he couldn’t pick them 
up until he had the money to pay his bill. The dentist paid 
for the repair to Walt’s shoes, had the shoes delivered to 
Walt, and then the two men met and closed the deal.118 

“Walt Disney was a heavy smoker. At work, he needed a 
light, and artist Ken Anderson had a new cigarette lighter. 
Unfortunately, he had overfilled it and not tried it out yet, 
so when he tried to lit Walt’s cigarette, a small bonfire 
exploded in Walt’s face, burning his mustache and the end 
of his nose. Walt said, ‘What the h[*]ll are you trying to 
do?’ He left the room. Mr. Anderson said, ‘Then all these 
other people filed out of the room, and I was sitting there 
alone. I could have died. In fact, dying would have been a 
pleasure compared to the way I felt.’ People avoided him 
the rest of the day. He remembered, ‘I actually cried that 
night.’  

“The next day, Walt had a blister on the end of his nose and 
he had shaved off his mustache. However, he invited Mr. 
Anderson to eat lunch with him in the studio cafeteria, and 
he made sure that all the Disney employees saw that he was 

                                                
118 For More Information: Katherine and Richard Greene, The Man 
Behind the Magic: The Story of Walt Disney, pp. 40, 90, 103. 
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talking to Mr. Anderson — and not firing him. Mr. 
Anderson said, ‘It took a pretty wonderful humanitarian to 
do what he did.’  

“Walt also did a good deed during World War II for the 
employees who worked for the Disney London office, 
although the Disney Studio was losing money. Great 
Britain suffered food shortages during the war, and each 
week he sent a care package to these employees. Disney 
London employee Cyril James told Disney theme park 
publicist Charlie Ridgway that ‘many times that was 
virtually the only food they had each week throughout the 
war.’119 

“Disney characters are some of the most-loved fictional 
characters in the world. Some people even do such things 
as inviting some of these characters to events such as 
weddings. The Walt Disney Company is kind enough to 
respond to these invitations. Corinne, who has a Tumblr 
Blog titled Disney Trivia, is a Disney fanatic. She has a 
friend named Brie who wrote Belle, star of Beauty and the 
Beast. Disney sent her an autographed postcard that 
featured several Disney princesses.120 

“Here is an example of purely awesome awesomeness: 

“The favorite place on Earth for Alan Philipson’s 18-year-
old son, Ben, who has autism, was the Snow White’s Scary 
Adventures ride at Walt Disney World in Florida. His 
family even moved — from Seattle, Washington! — close 
to the park in 2003 so that Ben could enjoy the ride often. 

                                                
119 For More Information: Amy Boothe Green and Howard E. Green, 
Remembering Walt: Favorite Memories of Walt Disney, pp. 119-121. 
120 For Further Information: Corinne, “Sending Messages to 
Characters.” Disney Trivia Blog. Accessed 6 February 2014 
<http://disneytrivia.tumblr.com/character_invites>. 
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He rode the ride 3,451 times before its final day of 
operation, and on 31 May 2012 he rode it many more 
times, including the very last time before it closed for new 
construction. The good people at Walt Disney World made 
Ben’s last ride special. He even met Snow White herself, 
who visited Ben at 7 p.m. after he had rode the ride a few 
more times. (Ben even got to go on the ride with Snow 
White — and he got to hold Snow White’s hand!) After 
Ben’s 3,493rd ride, during which his father, mother, and 
grandfather accompanied him, Disney gave him a photo 
CD with more than 80 photographs taken when Snow 
White met Ben. But Disney still wasn’t done. After the 
park closed, Disney kept the ride open so that Ben could 
have more rides and reach ride 3,500! What’s more, Ben 
took ride 3,500 by himself! Mr. Philipson wrote a series of 
six blog entries about Ben’s special night. In the first blog 
entry, he thanked many, many people at Disney for help, 
ending with these words: ‘On behalf of Benjamin and of 
the rest of our family: Thank you. Really, truly, thank you 
so very much. I simply have no words. (Well, I mean, aside 
from all of these words I just typed, I guess...)’121 

“Here is some more Disney awesomeness: 

“In 2007, Freddie Wieczorek retired after 35 years in the 
German navy and moved to Florida. He did not handle 
being retired well, and his wife told him to get either a part-
time job or a divorce. He said, ‘We decided I’m going to 
get a part-time job to make me happy again.’ He got a part-
time job as a security guard at Walt Disney World, where 
two evenings each week he checks the bags of people 
visiting the Magic Kingdom. If the line of people is not too 

                                                
121 For More Information: Alan Philipson, “SWSA Final Night – 
Prelude.” Blog. 2 June 2012 
<http://www.shmoolok.com/Blog/tabid/62/EntryId/53/SWSA-Final-
Night-Prelude.aspx>. 
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long, he asks young princesses and pirates for their 
autographs.  

“Mr. Wieczorek said, 

Their face brightens up. This is something so 
unbelievable for them. It gets them by surprise, and 
they feel special. Every time I see a princess leaving 
from that signature or when I just tell them, “You 
look so pretty,” I see them skipping. Then I know I 
just made their day. And the pirates, the same thing. 
When they [say] “Awwwr,” it’s very special. 

“Some of the children aren’t old enough to know how to 
write yet, so the autographs are sometimes smiley faces, 
hearts, or scribbles. In 2012, a photograph of him getting an 
autograph from a young Cinderella went viral. The girl’s 
grandmother took the photograph in September 2008; it 
shows Alli Bunchuk, then age five. Her grandmother, 
Barbara Bunchuk, said, ‘We started to walk in the park 
when the security guard stopped her and said, “Excuse me, 
Princess, can I have your autograph?” She couldn’t believe 
it. Throughout the day, she kept saying, “I can’t believe he 
thought I was a real princess.” She kind of floated around 
all day.’ Barbara added, ‘He kind of went out of his way to 
do something special for a child. It made the whole family 
happy.’  

“Mr. Wieczorek estimated he’s collected over 1,400 
signatures during his four and a half years at Disney World; 
he has eight books of autographs.  

“In addition, Mr. Wieczorek is a non-threatening bag 
checker: ‘I wanted to have every guest that goes through 
my line leaving with a smile, and so far, I managed that.’ 
On rainy days, he welcomes guests to the Magic Kingdom 
Water Park. He tells children that he is searching their bags 
because he is looking for something that Snow White is 
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afraid of: red apples. One of his goals is to learn how to say 
‘Have a Magical Day’ in 15 languages. He said, ‘I’m up to 
nine so far, and it really makes the guests feel special.’ 

“Barbara Bunchuk said to Mr. Wieczorek, ‘Thank you for 
just being a nice guy.’ He said about his interactions with 
young princesses and pirates, ‘It makes my magic, too. The 
magic is not limited to the guests.’122 

“Are you ready for more Disney awesomeness? 

“When the pop group ’N Sync were in Florida in 1998 to 
record a Disney in Concert TV special for the Disney 
Channel, they did a lot of things such as touring the Animal 
Kingdom and, of course, holding press conferences, 
including one in the Beauty and the Beast Amphitheater 
with their fans. At the press conference for fans, a fan said, 
‘Today’s my friend’s birthday. Can you sing “Happy 
Birthday” to her?’ The members of the band often sing a 
cappella, and they immediately sang ‘Happy Birthday,’ 
giving the lucky birthday girl a happy memory.123 

“The level of dedication that Disney employees have — 
and their propensity to do good deeds — is awesome. For 
example, a little girl face-planted while getting off a ride 
because she was in such a hurry to get to a parade at which 
Mickey Mouse would participate. Immediately, four 
Disney World employees (aka cast members), including 
someone I shall name Anonymous (an amazing number of 
Good Samaritans are named Anonymous), went to the 
bloodied little girl and got her a wheelchair and took her to 

                                                
122 For More Information: For Further Information: Lisa Flam, “The 
security guard who makes Disney dreams come true.” TODAY. 30 July 
2012 <http://tinyurl.com/8rgotwy>. 
123 For More Information: John F. Grabowski, ’N Sync (Chelsea House 
Publishers, 2001), p. 10. 
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the first-aid station. She cried, but not because she was 
bleeding — she cried because she was missing the parade. 
Anonymous went to the place where the Disney characters 
hung out and got personally autographed pictures of every 
character. Then Anonymous gave them to the little girl and 
said, ‘I told Mickey you had to miss the parade and he was 
so upset that he and his friends all signed these pictures for 
you.’ The little girl stopped crying and started smiling. 
Anonymous also once helped a little girl who was in a 
wheelchair to the front of the line for Mickey’s magic 
show. Anonymous got a Mickey Mouse plushie, and while 
the father of the little girl was holding her so she could get 
a better view of the magic show, Anonymous put the 
plushie in the little girl’s wheelchair so that it was waiting 
for her. The little girl saw the Mickey Mouse plushie and 
then said to her father, ‘See! I told you he was magic!’124 

“We aren’t done yet. Here is more Disney awesomeness: 

“Joseph Triano, the grandfather of Rachel Estrada Ryan, 
loved the great racehorse Secretariat. On 5 November 2010, 
he went to a hospital for tests because he had been feeling 
lethargic, and he discovered that he had metastatic 
gallbladder cancer and not much longer left to live. He took 
the news well, but he did express a desire to see the 2010 
movie Secretariat about the great racehorse. He had not 
seen it at the movie theater because he had the habit of 
waiting until the movies he wanted to see came out on 
DVD and then borrowing them from the library. Of course, 
his family wanted him to see the movie; unfortunately, the 
movie was in the limbo where it was no longer in movie 
theaters but had not yet come out on DVD. Ms. Ryan 
wanted her grandfather to see the movie, and so she 
                                                
124 For More Information: Robert Evans and Anonymous, “6 Things 
Nobody Tells You About Working at Disney World.” Cracked. 23 
March 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/lewbjxr>. 
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emailed film critic Roger Ebert, who forwarded the email 
to his friend Bill Nack, who had written the book on which 
the movie was based. Mr. Nack in turn contacted Disney, 
the company that owned the movie, and asked if a pre-
release DVD could be sent to Ms. Ryan’s grandfather. 
Disney did that — and more.  

“Sharon Lee of Disney emailed Ms. Ryan, ‘Your letter 
touched a lot of folks from the film and your request has 
come to me for handling. On behalf of Disney, I would like 
to inform you we will be sending a copy of 
SECRETARIAT for your grandfather Joseph R. Triano. 
Please send me his address as soon as possible. Happy 
Holidays!’  

“In addition to the DVD, Disney sent a T-shirt, a replica of 
the pin that actress Diane Lane (who played the owner of 
Secretariat) wore in the movie, and a hat. The package from 
Disney arrived on 17 December 2010.  

“Ms. Ryan and other family members watched the movie 
along with her grandfather. She says that the movie is 
‘something magical, something transcendent, an object of 
my love for my grandfather. The fact that this horse lived, 
and died, and did something wonderful in between … it 
became both a universal truth and a specific one, as if 
pinpointing this very Joseph R. Triano, of Staten Island, 
New York, who has lived, and who is going to die, and 
who made me possible, me and my mother and my aunts 
and uncles, my cousins, my children.’125 

                                                
125 For More Information: Roger Ebert and Rachel Estrada Ryan, 
“Grandpa Joe and Secretariat: A Christmas story.” Roger Ebert’s 
Journal. 23 December 2010 
<http://blogs.suntimes.com/ebert/2010/12/grandpa_joe_and_secretariat
_a.html>. 



 180 

“Redditor Connetik remembers a good deed his mother did. 
A really good friend of Connetik’s wanted to go on the 
school trip to Disneyland, but the friend’s family could not 
afford the trip. Connetik told his mother about the situation, 
and she gave him the money needed for the friend to go on 
the trip. The friend is asked to go to the finance office, and 
the friend comes back and says, ‘Guess who’s going to 
Disneyland!’ Everyone cheers because they are happy for 
him. Connetik said, ‘I then have one of the best nights of 
my life, a month later, with my friend, and seeing him 
happy was a great feeling.’ 

 “The people behind Cards Against Humanity are a 
different — and sometimes profane — kind of awesome. 
For example: 

“On 11 September 2014, Redditor mcmeekin91 posted on 
Imgur screenshots of two emails: his email and Cards 
Against Humanity’s response. The post was captioned, ‘I 
Ordered Cards Against Humanity’s 5th Expansion or at 
least I thought.’ 

“This is his email: 

Hey guys, 

And girls don’t want to be sexist in the 21st century. 
Anyways I bought the cards against humanity 5th 
expansion and I ended up getting the 1st expansion. 
I deleted my old emails so I don’t know if this was 
an error on my end or yours but I’m going to go the 
route of blaming all my problems on a stranger over 
the internet. In all seriousness you guys make one 
hell of a game and all the little secrets and hidden 
gems in your products are the reason why I buy all 
the expansions from you guys. Keep up the good 
work (besides the dude in charge of shipping me 
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this … you should fire him) and let me know what I 
should do from here. 

Thanks 

Robbie 

“This is the reply email from Cards Against Humanity: 

Hey Robbie, 

You definitely just ordered the first expansion 
instead of the fifth. It’s fine. You’re probably just 
dumb. We’re sending you a free 5th expansion to 
make up for how dumb you are. 

Cheers, 

Claire and the CAH team 

“Lots of people enjoy being insulted by the staff of Cards 
Against Humanity. 126 

“By the way, Redditor Coolgrnmen wrote, ‘When they did 
the 12 days of Xmas or whatever, I told them I wanted to 
send my buddy in Afghanistan (Bagram) a set. They asked 
for his address and did it themselves. No charge.’ 

“In 2014, a little girl named Katie wanted her father to get a 
day off from work to celebrate his birthday, so she wrote 
this letter in crayon to Google, her father’s employer: 

Dear google worker, 

                                                
126 Source: mcmeekin91, “I Ordered Cards Against Humanity’s 5th 
Expansion or at least I thought.” Imgur. 11 September 2014 
<http://i.imgur.com/Nh9fAse.png>. Also: Post. Imgur. Accessed 12 
September 2014 <http://i.imgur.com/YK6XvuM.png>. Also: 
mcmeekin91, “I Ordered Cards Against Humanity’s 5th Expansion or 
at least I thought.” Reddit. 11 September 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/nx588n7>. 
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Can you please make sure when daddy goes to 
work, He gets one day off. Like he can get get a day 
off on wedd wednesday. Because daddy only gets a 
day off on saturday.  

From, Katie 

P.S. It is Daddy’s BIRTHDAY 

P.P.S. It is summer, you know. 

Google spokesperson Daniel Shiplakoff wrote back this 
letter, which was dated 17 June 2014: 

Dear Katie, 

Thank you for your thoughtful note and request.  

Your father has been hard at work designing many 
beautiful and delightful things for Google and 
millions of people across the globe. 

On the occasion of his Birthday, and recognizing 
the importance of taking some Wednesdays off 
during the summer, we are giving him the whole 
first week of July as vacation time.  

Enjoy! 

“In an article written for TheBlaze.com, reporter Oliver 
Darcy wrote, ‘A Google spokesperson confirmed to 
TheBlaze.com Thursday [19 June 2014] that the letter was 
authentic.’127 

                                                
127 For More Information: Karyne Levy, “A Little Girl Wrote Google A 
Letter Asking To Give Her Dad A Day Off, And Google Responded.” 
Business Insider. 22 June 2014 <http://tinyurl.com/q2ufvcu>. Also: 
Oliver Darcy, “See the Letter From a Google Employee’s Daughter to 
His Boss — Then Read the Company’s Response: ‘Thank You for 
Your Thoughtful Note….’” TheBlaze.com. 19 June 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/n9zck3t>. 
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“So, Honey Badger, go forth and be awesome. Better: Be 
awesomely awesome. Best: Be a person who is the 
personification of awesomely awesome awesomeness. This 
is the lesson to be learned here. 

“By the way, it is fallacious to think that if everyone is 
awesome, then no one is. People can be awesome in 
different ways. 

“Also, awesome people are not perfect. No one is perfect, 
but many imperfect people are awesome.” 
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Chapter 15: The Material Universe (Science and 
Vaccines) 

Once Honey Badger flew past the stars, she turned around 
and looked back at the vastness of the physical universe 
that scientists investigate. God created the physical 
universe, and God created human brains, and God wants 
scientists to investigate the physical universe. If scientists 
do so, they can do much good.  

A saved soul who had been a scientist in the Land of the 
Living came over to Honey Badger and said, “Science, 
including medical science, has its successes.  

“Smallpox is a disease that has been epidemic. It used to 
kill up to 40 percent of the people who contracted it, but 
fortunately Dr. Edward Jenner developed a vaccine for 
smallpox after observing that milkmaids who contracted 
cowpox developed immunity to smallpox. 

“Believe me when I say that Dr. Edward Jenner did an 
enormous service for Humankind by discovering a vaccine 
that was effective against smallpox. He devoted much time 
and effort to publicizing the benefits of the vaccine, living 
on his savings to do so until his savings ran out. Some 
friends advised him to appeal to King George III for a grant 
to reward his service to Humankind and to allow him to 
continue to publicize the benefits of the vaccine. In 
recognition of Dr. Jenner’s services, King George III 
awarded him two grants: one for £10,000 in 1802, and one 
for £20,000 in 1806. Other people recognized Dr. Jenner’s 
service to Humankind. Napoleon Bonaparte of France 
warred against England, and France held captive two 
physician friends of Dr. Jenner, who wrote Napoleon that 
although France and Great Britain were at war, ‘the 
sciences are never at war.’ In the letter, Dr. Jenner 
requested that Napoleon set his friends free. Napoleon 
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responded, ‘We can’t refuse that man anything’ — and 
gave the friends safe transport back to England.  

“Dr. Jenner vaccinated many, many people against 
smallpox. In the backyard of his home was a one-room hut 
in which he vaccinated people free of charge every 
Thursday morning. People called the one-room hut the 
Temple of Vaccinia.128 

“Vaccinations are important. They save lives. 

“In the midst of a smallpox epidemic, the Rav of Karutcha, 
R’ Avraham Aharonson, was urged to get a vaccination, 
but he refused to until his maid was vaccinated first. When 
the doctors pointed out that every minute without the 
vaccine was dangerous, the good Rabbi replied, ‘That’s 
exactly why I want the maid vaccinated first. Her life takes 
precedence over mine, because she is younger than I.’129 

“Smallpox has been eradicated. Vaccines save lives. 

“In 1980, the World Health Organization declared that 
smallpox had been eradicated; today, only a few samples of 
the virus exist so that they can be scientifically studied. 

“Science and medicine can definitely do good work. We 
don’t worry about smallpox nowadays. 

“The last person to have a naturally occurring case of 
smallpox was Ali Maow Maalim, in 1977. He was a health 
worker in Marka, Somalia, his hometown, but he did not 
want to get a smallpox vaccination. He says, ‘I did not want 
to have an injection, so I rolled up my shirt, held a cotton 
                                                
128 For More Information about Edward Jenner: Ana María Rodríguez, 
Edward Jenner: Conqueror of Smallpox (Enslow Publishers, 2006), pp. 
96-99, 106-109. 
129 For More Information: Shmuel Himelstein, A Touch of Wisdom, A 
Touch of Wit (Mesorah Publications, Limited, 1991), pp. 135-136. 
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ball over my upper arm, and strolled past the immunization 
team as though I’d already had the shot.’ Soon afterward, 
he got smallpox. Mr. Maalim survived smallpox, he 
continued to work in the health field, and he immunizes 
children against polio. He is able to use his personal 
experience with smallpox to do the good deed of 
convincing children to be immunized against polio. He 
says, ‘Because I had the sad experience of defying the 
vaccine and suffering as a result, I now work as a polio 
vaccine agent with W.H.O.’ W.H.O. is the World Health 
Organization. He also says, ‘Somalia was the last country 
to have smallpox. I don’t want it to be the last with polio.’ 

“For vaccines to be effective, they have to be used. Human 
beings can eradicate polio on the planet Earth. 

“Polio is being eradicated throughout the world as a result 
of immunization programs. For example, a temporary 
immunization camp was set up in a slum in the northern 
district of Ghaziabad, which is near New Delhi, India. 
There, people such as Madara, a 76-year-old street hawker, 
help make sure children receive a polio vaccine. Social 
workers vaccinate the children, who also receive brightly 
colored plastic whistles and paper masks. In 2012, Madara 
said that he began helping with the immunization program 
six years previously: ‘I decided to get involved because I 
wanted to do something for the future of our children here.’ 
The polio immunization program is active throughout 
India. Millions of social workers and volunteers 
administered 900 million doses of the polio vaccine to 
children in India in just one year. According to a February 
2012 article by Agence France-Presse, ‘In 2009, India 
accounted for half of all cases in the world, but infections 
plummeted to 42 in 2010 and none in the last 12 months.’ 
Lieven Desomer, head of the polio unit at United Nations 
children’s agency UNICEF in India, said, ‘It is an amazing 
achievement. I sometimes feel like I have to pinch myself 
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to make sure I am not dreaming it.’ He added, ‘We have to 
remain vigilant and continue immunizations. Complacency 
at this stage would be a huge mistake.’ Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, and Nigeria are the few countries where polio is 
still endemic.130 

“Why is the polio vaccine such a big deal? This is why: 

“The worst tragedy that ever befell playwright and 
screenwriter Charles MacArthur and his wife, actress Helen 
Hayes, was the death of their daughter, Mary. She became 
seriously ill and was hospitalized when polio symptoms 
appeared. On the first day in the hospital, she was put in an 
iron lung. On the second day, she looked at her father and 
said, ‘Help me, Pops.’ On the third day, she died. One year 
after Mary’s funeral, Mr. MacArthur had inscribed on her 
tombstone, ‘Here beneath this stone doth lie / As much 
beauty as could die.’131 

“When Jonas Salk, working with many other scientists, 
developed a vaccine for polio, they first tested it on 
animals. It then needed to be tested on human beings, 
including children, who were the most likely to contract the 
disease. Of course, children can be very afraid of getting a 
shot, and some of the children participating in the study 
started crying. William Kirkpatrick, who worked at the 
D.T. Watson Home near Pittsburgh, a home for children 
with disabilities, did the very good deed of volunteering to 

                                                
130 For More Information: “The heroes of India’s quest to wipe out 
polio.” Agence France-Presse. 12 February 2012 
<http://www.canada.com/health/heroes+India+quest+wipe+polio/6140
171/story.html>. 
131 For More Information: Ben Hecht, Charlie: The Improbable Life 
and Times of Charles MacArthur, p. 217. Hecht, Ben. Charlie: The 
Improbable Life and Times of Charles MacArthur. New York: Harper 
& Brothers, Publishers, 1957. 
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get the first shot of vaccine so that he could show the 
children that getting the shot did not hurt. On 2 July 1952, 
he became the very first person to be inoculated with the 
polio vaccine developed by Dr. Salk and others.  

“By the way, Dr. Salk did not want the vaccine to be named 
after him. He thought that a better name would be the Pitt 
vaccine because he had started working on the vaccine at 
the University of Pittsburgh Medical School.  

“Of course, people were grateful that a vaccine to stop the 
deadly disease polio had been developed. A merchant in 
Hohokus, New Jersey, painted the words ‘THANK YOU, 
Dr. Salk’ on his shop window. Teachers had their young 
students write thank-you letters to Dr. Salk. (Actually, the 
fame that came to Dr. Salk was a bit much. When he 
became engaged to Françoise Gilot, the media annoyed 
them. To protect their privacy, they announced that they 
would be married on a certain day, but they actually got 
married the day before the announced date.)132 

“Albert Sabin later developed another polio vaccine that 
supplanted the Salk vaccine. He invented a vaccine that 
used live viruses to fight polio, saving the lives or 
preventing the paralysis of millions of children. (Earlier, 
Jonas Salk had invented a vaccine that used dead viruses.) 
Mr. Sabin refused to patent his vaccine so that it would 
reach many more children very much faster. (Similarly, 
dentistry used to be painful before the discovery of 
anesthesia. Fortunately, the 19th-century dentist Dr. Horace 
Wells of Hartford, Connecticut discovered that nitrous 
oxide deadened the pain. When friends wanted him to 

                                                
132 For More Information: Salvatore Tocci, Jonas Salk: Creator of the 
Polio Vaccine, pp. 71, 73, 87, 89, 93-94, 97, 102, 104. 
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patent his discovery, he replied, ‘No! Let it be as free as the 
air we breathe.’)133 

“Humans — and angels and saved souls in Paradise — are 
deeply grateful to both Jonas Salk and Albert Sabin for 
saving so many lives. 

“People have been very good to polio patients: 

“In 1949, at age 12, young people’s author Peg Kehret got 
polio, and for a while, she was paralyzed from the neck 
down. Her favorite doctor was a young, blonde, handsome 
intern named Dr. Bevis. She once complained to Dr. Bevis 
that she couldn’t paint her toenails because she was 
paralyzed, and she asked him, ‘What good is life without 
painted toenails?’ (Actually, even before she got polio, she 
never painted her toenails.) The very next day, Dr. Bevis 
came into her room with a bottle of bright red nail polish. 
She asked why he had gotten it, and Dr. Bevis explained, 
‘My favorite patient says that life is no good without 
painted toenails.’ He then painted her toenails. (She made 
the nurses let her feet stick out from under the blankets for 
days so that she could admire her painted toenails.) 
Because she liked Dr. Bevis so much, she made up knock-
knock jokes to entertain him. For example: ‘Knock knock.’ 
‘Who’s there?’ ‘Wendy.’ ‘Wendy who?’ ‘When de toenails 

                                                
133 For More Information: Samuel P. Oliner, Do Unto Others: 
Extraordinary Acts of Ordinary People (Cambridge, MA: Westview 
Press, 2003), pp. 162-164. Also: C.J. Vacanti, “Discovery and First Use 
of Inhalation Anesthesia and Local Anesthesia.” 21 February 2006 
<http://64.233.179.104/search?q=cache:A8RlISUlFCoJ:cudental.creigh
ton.edu/htm/history.htm+%22free+as+the+air%22+novocaine&hl=en&
gl=us&ct=clnk&cd=1&ie=UTF-8>. 
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get painted, de patient gets well.’ Peg did get well, and she 
walked again.134 

“Babe Ruth did such good deeds as write letters to ill 
children. On 15 January 1932 he wrote a letter to a boy 
named Freddy who had polio and was in the Children’s 
Hospital in Boston. For a couple of months after receiving 
the letter, Freddie spoke about it every day. This is Babe’s 
letter: 

BABE RUTH 

NEW YORK 

Hello Fred 

I have received some very nice reports about you 
and the nice way you are getting along. Now I want 
you to keep it up and it will not be long before you 
will be [up] and running around.  

You are only eight years [old] now and who knows 
that some day the umpire will say Freddy Clark Jr. 
now batting for Babe Ruth — say Freddy? Will that 
be great or not. Now I want you to keep your fight 
and think of me. 

From your friend ‘Babe’ Ruth135 

“Vaccines are a big deal. 

“Yellow fever was another disease that killed many people: 

                                                
134 For More Information: Peg Kehret, Small Steps: The Year I Got 
Polio, pp. 39, 46-48. Kehret, Peg. Small Steps: The Year I Got Polio. 
Morton Grove, IL: Albert Whitman & Company, 1996. 
135 For More Information: “From your friend ‘Babe’ Ruth.” Letters of 
Note. 12 December 2011 <http://www.lettersofnote.com/2011/12/from-
your-friend-babe-ruth.html>. 
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“Dr. Walter Reed led the fight against the deadly yellow 
fever by proving that mosquitoes spread the disease. To do 
that, he needed heroic volunteers. Two people, Dr. James 
Carroll and Dr. Jesse William Lazear, volunteered. They 
allowed mosquitoes that had bitten yellow fever patients to 
bite them. Both contracted yellow fever. Dr. Carroll 
survived, but with a damaged heart. Dr. Lazear died. Some 
other, later volunteers were offered money, but declined it. 
Two men, Private John R. Kissinger and Mr. John J. 
Moran, said, ‘We volunteer solely for the cause of 
humanity and in the interest of science. The one condition 
on which we volunteer is that we get no compensation for 
it.’ Both men contracted yellow fever, but recovered. 
Today, we have vaccines that protect against contracting 
yellow fever.136 

“Science has other medical successes. 

“On 19 January 2014, Redditor DestinationTravel posted a 
before and after photograph of ‘My baby, before and after 
Cleft Lip & Palate surgery.’ In the Before photo, the facial 
deformity is massive; in the After photo, only a slight mark 
can be seen. Score major positive karma points for modern 
medicine.  

“On Reddit, DestinationTravel posted some additional 
information: 

I will try to answer a few of the commonly asked 
questions. No, we didn’t know about the cleft 
before delivery, despite excellent prenatal care and 
numerous ultrasounds. The cause of it is unknown, 
as cleft often is. 

                                                
136 For More Information: William Oliver Stevens, Famous 
Humanitarians, p. 19. Also: 
<http://www.wramc.amedd.army.mil/welcome/history/> and 
<http://dallaslibrary.org/CGI/gold/goldmedals/yellowfever.html>. 
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My son is a perfectly healthy 2 year old now, and 
other than dental professionals and other families 
who have dealt with cleft, most people are shocked 
[to learn] that he had anything wrong with him to 
begin with. 

His hands are both perfectly normal. He had his 
right hand in a fist [in the photo], which is common 
for newborns. 

His nose is actually amazing for a cleft baby. It 
looks very much like his older siblings, just a small 
bit wider. Cleft babies often have 
lopsided/asymmetrical noses that end up looking a 
little flattened. We actually utilized a new technique 
with him called the NAM (nasal avelicular 
molding) device. It is a presurgical treatment 
involving a specially made retainer, that is worn 
from approx. 1-2 weeks old until the first surgery at 
around 4 months old. It is only available through a 
handful of specially trained pediatric orthodontists, 
one of whom we happened to live near. It was a true 
labor of love, involving around the clock taping and 
securing of the device, as well as weekly 2-3 hour 
long orthadontial appointments. It was worth it 
though! 

My son has had two major surgeries so far. He had 
his lip/nose repaired at 4 months, and had his palate 
closed around 8 months. He also had pneumonia 
twice his first year. We have spent a lot of time in 
the hospital. He will have another major surgery 
around age 6.137 

                                                
137 For More Information: DestinationTravel, “My baby, before and 
after Cleft Lip & Palate surgery.” Imgur. 19 January 2014 
<http://tinyurl.com/ml9z8ux>. 
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“Redditors had some interesting comments: 

“One: vansdude51091 commented, ‘As someone born with 
cleft lip and going through several surgeries, it still takes 
my breath away seeing how far science and surgeons have 
come in just the past two decades. Your baby looks 
amazing. I’m so happy for him […].’ 

“Two: skankalicious wrote, ‘I have a bifacial cleft which is 
like a cleft lip that kept going into my eye, blinding that eye 
and [taking] a chunk out of my cheek bone. When I was 
born the options were significantly less. I’m 28 now and 
next week I’m finally getting surgery to have an implant 
put in my face. They 3d scanned my skull and sculpted an 
implant on the computer to perfectly fit the hole. I was 
floored when a surgeon told me this was possible. Waited a 
long time to get this fixed but this could have never been 
done 30 years ago. Not a bad day [and] age to be born with 
a cleft lip.’ 

“Physicians can also give babies eye surgery to correct 
crossed eyes.  

“Sometimes, people are afraid of people with illnesses. 
Other times, people respond with love and understanding. 
For example: 

“In early November 2013, a photograph of Pope Francis 
hugging a man named Vinicio Riva who suffers from a 
severe case of the non-infectious genetic disease called 
neurofibromatosis type 1 went viral. The disease causes 
growths and swellings and itchy sores all over his body. 
Because of his disease, Mr. Riva, age 53 in 2013, has 
suffered prejudice. A few years ago, when he boarded a 
public bus in Vicenza, a city in northern Italy, a man told 
him, ‘Go away! Don’t sit next to me!’ In 2013, Mr. Riva 
said, ‘I wanted to answer back, but I controlled myself. I 
felt my blood pressure rise.’ He stood while he was on the 
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bus. He added, ‘There were lots of people on the bus, and 
they heard it all, but no one said a word.’ In early 
November 2013, Mr. Vinicio travelled to Vatican City. He 
was in a wheelchair because it is difficult for him to stand 
for long. His aunt, Caterina Lotto, said, ‘We didn’t think 
we would be so close to the Pope, but the Swiss Guard kept 
ushering us forward until we were in a corner in the front 
row.’ She added, ‘When he came close to us, I thought he 
would give me his hand. Instead, he went straight to 
Vinicio and embraced him tightly. I thought he wouldn’t 
give him back to me he held him so tightly. We didn’t 
speak. We said nothing, but he looked at me as if he was 
digging deep inside, a beautiful look that I would never 
have expected.’ Mr. Vinicio said about Pope Francis, ‘He 
didn’t have any fear of my illness. He embraced me 
without speaking … I quivered. I felt a great warmth.’ The 
encounter lasted just over a minute, but Mr. Vinicio said, ‘I 
felt I was returning home ten years younger, as if a load 
had been lifted.’ Ms. Lotto said, ‘Now that people have 
seen him [in the viral photograph], they will be less 
detached.’ Mr. Vinicio said, ‘I feel stronger and happier. I 
feel I can move ahead because the Lord is protecting me.’138 

“These days we have a vaccine for measles, which used to 
kill people. We here in Paradise hope that people will use 
that vaccine. Preventing measles is one way of helping 
people. Of course, there are other ways of helping people. 

“Documentary film director Michael Moore’s ancestors got 
along well with the Chippewa Native Americans in Lapeer 
County, Michigan. Silas and Caroline Moore were 
expecting a baby in November 1837. When Caroline went 
into labor on November 30, Silas rode to get a doctor from 
                                                
138 For More Information: Ben Wedeman, “Meet the disfigured man 
whose embrace with Pope Francis warmed hearts.” CNN. 27 November 
2013 <http://tinyurl.com/ojadb9u>. 
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Lapeer, leaving his wife with her sister. Three Chippewa 
stopped by the Moore home, which had no glass in the 
window because glass was scarce at the time. The 
Chippewa pointed out that wolves could smell blood and 
they could come through the window, and so they put 
blankets on the window and door to keep the smell of blood 
from going to the woods. The three Chippewa also stood 
guard outside. A boy was born. The next day Silas thanked 
the Chippewa, and the Chippewa chief gave him a wood 
carving to celebrate the birth of his son. The following 
year, Silas was able to repay the good deed. The Chippewa 
began to greatly suffer from a disease that white people had 
brought to North America: measles. The Chippewa had not 
been exposed to the disease before and had not built up any 
immunity. White people had some immunity, but measles 
killed even white people at the time. The white people 
quarantined the Chippewa, and the Chippewa sent word 
that they needed food and medicine. Lots of prejudice 
against Native Americans existed, and no food and 
medicine were forthcoming, so Silas gathered supplies 
from white neighbors to take to the Chippewa. The white 
neighbors warned Silas that if they suspected that he was 
catching the measles that they would send him to live in the 
quarantine area. Silas sat in one canoe and took a canoe full 
of food to the middle of Lake Neppessing. The Chippewa 
met him there and received the food. Two days later, Silas 
brought more food and medicine to the middle of Lake 
Neppessing. This went on for a few weeks, and most of the 
Chippewa recovered from the measles. Neighbors helped 
out on Silas’ farm so that he would not fall behind. Silas’ 
son told this story to his daughter (Bess), and she told it to 
her daughter (Michael Moore’s mother), and she told it to 
Michael Moore.139 

                                                
139 For More Information: Michael Moore, Here Comes Trouble: 
Stories from My Life (Grand Central Publishing, 2011), pp. 70-76. 
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“Ordinary people can help save lives. For example: 

“Bruce Smith of Australia donated blood for years and 
years, and one day he needed blood — lots of blood — to 
save his life. It was available. Ever since he was 16 years 
old, he had donated blood to the Australian Red Cross. In 
2007, he was diagnosed with B-cell lymphoma — saving 
his life required many blood and plasma transfusions. Mr. 
Smith said, ‘It took 14 months and 12 rounds of 
chemotherapy and a stem-cell harvest and stem-cell 
transplant. I was in such a poor condition they had to give 
me blood.’ He added, ‘I never thought I would need blood.’ 
By November 2008, Mr. Smith was in remission. Mr. 
Smith always knew that donating blood was a good deed. 
He said, ‘At the end of it, it helped to save my life. But 
along the way it’s helped a lot of people.’ He and his wife, 
Dawn, want people in good health to donate blood. He said, 
‘I encourage everyone, but in particular the younger people, 
to get involved. It doesn’t take much time, and you never 
know — it could be your own life you are saving.’ Red 
Cross Blood Service community relations team leader 
Krystal Lopez said, ‘Donation levels can drop to critical 
levels in winter due to colds and flu, and we need as many 
new donors as we can get. You never know when it could 
be you or a loved one in need of an emergency blood 
transfusion.’140 

“Here is another story of a good deed: 

“In October 2005, Lisa Blair was visited by someone she 
calls a ‘Thanksgiving angel.’ When cold weather arrives, 
she often has ear infections. She works, but she does not 

                                                
140 For More Information: Gemma Abele, “Gift of life is in Bruces 
veins.” Bundaberg NewsMail (Queensland, Australia). 16 July 2010 
<http://www.news-mail.com.au/news/gift-of-life-is-in-bruces-
veins/585894/ >. 
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have a personal physician and a drug plan because she 
makes just enough money not to qualify for some kinds of 
government benefits. (This is pre-Obamacare.) She waited 
six hours for an examination at Brockville General Hospital 
(the state and/or country was not mentioned), and the next 
day she went to Shopper’s Drug Mart to have her 
prescription filled. However, the cost of the prescription 
was over $100, which she did not have. Ms. Blair said, ‘We 
had just paid all of our bills when we got paid Friday. I 
have no doctor, no drug plan, and it was over $100.’ She 
added, ‘The pharmacist was the nicest person I ever had to 
deal with. I said I’ll have to suffer for the week and get [the 
prescription] Friday. This lady was standing behind me and 
overheard me and the pharmacist talking, and when I got 
home the pharmacist called and said you can come and get 
your medicine because the lady paid for it. That was so 
nice. She doesn’t even know how grateful I am.’ Ms. Blair 
thanked the lady publicly, saying, ‘This lady is like my 
Thanksgiving Angel.’ She added, ‘It’s [The medicine’s] 
just starting to work. It was really bad. But I can just 
imagine myself if I didn’t get my medicine. If it wasn’t for 
that lady, I don’t know what I’d be doing. I’d really like to 
say thank you to her.’ 

“Of course, death is not optional, and doctors cannot save 
everybody. But sometimes people can bring good out of a 
bad situation: 

“In 2010, a Palestinian boy named Abdul Hayy Salhout, 
age four, died after falling from the balcony in his house in 
Jabal al-Mukabbir village in occupied East Jerusalem. His 
parents decided to donate his organs, which were 
transplanted into three critically ill Israelis. Abdul’s liver 
was transplanted in a seven-year-old Israeli boy. One of his 
kidneys was transplanted into an eight-year-old Israeli girl. 
His other kidney was transplanted into a 55-year-old Israeli 
man. Abdul’s father said, ‘My son arrived at the hospital in 
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very serious condition, and it was impossible to save his 
life. But we’re so happy to see him alive inside other 
people. It makes no difference to us whether the recipients 
speak Arabic or Hebrew, because saving a human life is the 
same.’141 

“The main points I want you to learn are these: 

“Respect science. It is compatible with religion. God works 
through doctors. God created the physical universe, and 
God wants human beings to use their brains to investigate 
and understand the physical universe. 

“At the same time, have a separation between religion and 
science. Catholic nuns do things right. They teach science 
in science class, and they teach religion in religion class.” 

 

                                                
141 For More Information: George Rishmawi, “Three Dying Israelis 
Saved With Organs Donated From A Palestinian Boy.” IMEMC & 
Agencies. 7 September 2010 <http://www.imemc.org/article/59370>. 
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Chapter 16: Outside the Material Universe (Paradise 
Proper) 

Honey Badger finally made it to Paradise Proper and saw 
more saved souls. Many were “ordinary” people who 
actually were extraordinary.  

An ordinary person came over to Honey Badger and spoke 
to her about one of the inhabitants of Paradise: 

“In early 2012, 55-year-old Shelagh Gordon died of a brain 
aneurysm. Her obituary appeared in The Star, a Canadian 
newspaper in Toronto, on Valentine’s Day. The Star 
devoted much coverage to her funeral and to documenting 
her life simply because Star employees wanted to tell the 
story of an ‘ordinary’ life and how it touched other lives. It 
turned out that the so-called ordinary life was magical in 
many ways.  

“Shelagh died without ever being married and without ever 
having children. Her life partner was a gay man who would 
read in bed beside her — they wore matching reading 
glasses. The gay man whom Shelagh called her soulmate is 
costume designer Andy Schulz, who said at her funeral, 
‘This is such a shock and a tragedy. I don’t know how 
anybody or anything is going to fill this void that I have.’ 
Their families regarded them as a married couple, but 
without the sex.  

“Shelagh was known for her clumsiness and for her 
mishaps. She once needed to get her photo retaken for her 
work ID. She was wearing pants with an elastic band, and 
she was standing against a wall. A nail snagged her pants 
and broke the elastic band, with the result that her pants 
ended up around her knees. Workmate Wendy Campbell 
remembered, ‘She was crying, she was laughing so hard. 
We had to retake that photo 12 times.’  
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“Shelagh was known for breaking glasses, including wine 
glasses. Ellen Kaju, best friends with Shelagh since Grade 
9, even bought a set of plastic wine glasses just for Shelagh 
to use. According to members of her family, if you heard 
something break at a party, you knew that Shelagh had 
arrived.  

“Shelagh was also known for her thoughtfulness. Star 
reporter Catherine Porter wrote about her, ‘A bag of 
chocolates hanging from your doorknob would greet you 
each Valentine’s Day, along with some clippings from the 
newspaper she thought you’d find interesting.’  

“Here are two stories about Shelagh’s goodness: 1) When 
her niece Jessica got engaged, Shelagh found out the kind 
of candle holders she wanted at her wedding. Shelagh went 
to five different stores scattered across Toronto buying 75 
of those candle holders so that each table could have one. 
At Jessica’s wedding, which was held a few weeks after 
Shelagh died, Jessica vowed, ‘In honour of Shelagh, I 
promise to love you fiercely.’ 2) The Gordon women 
annually took a trip together down south. During one 
vacation, Shelagh’s youngest sister, Susie, said that the 
location was paradise, but it had one small flaw: it would 
be so much better to have their tea on the balcony instead 
of going to a restaurant. The next morning when Susie 
woke up, Shelagh gave her some freshly brewed tea.142 

“Everyone knows that Shelagh Gordon belongs in 
Paradise,” the saved soul said. “Anyone who disagrees gets 
a free ticket to a different afterlife destination. However, 
look around at the other saved souls here, and you may 

                                                
142 For More Information: Catherine Porter, “Shelagh was here — an 
ordinary, magical life.” The Star (Toronto, Canada). 16 March 2012 
<http://www.thestar.com/news/article/1146928--shelagh-was-here-an-
ordinary-magical-life>. 
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very well say to yourself, ‘What is he — or she — doing 
here?’ That is very common. When you dwell permanently 
in Paradise, chances are, a few new arrivals will look at 
you, Honey, and ask themselves, ‘What is she doing here?’ 

“However, to get into Paradise you do not need to be 
perfect. If people had to be perfect to get into Paradise, 
Paradise would be empty.” 
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Chapter 17: On Earth Again 

Honey Badger arrived on Earth again and immediately 
thought, I think that I will ask my friend David Bruce to co-
write a book with me. He has done a lot of research into 
good deeds and would not mind sharing his research with 
me. We can take sections from his free books, which are 
numerous, and use them in this new book. (Self-plagiarism 
is a contradiction in terms.) Together, I think that we can 
write a good book. 
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APPENDIX A: SOME BOOKS BY MARTINA 
DONNA RAMONE AND DAVID BRUCE 

A: SOME WORKS BY MARTINA DONNA RAMONE  

“Candide’s Two Girlfriends” (Adults Only) 

The Erotic Adventures of Candide (Adults Only) 

“Honey Badger Goes to Hell — and Heaven” (Mature 
Readers Only) (Written with David Bruce) 

“I Want to Die — or Fight Back” (Mature Readers Only) 

B: SOME BOOKS BY DAVID BRUCE 

Retellings of a Classic Work of Literature 

Dante’s Inferno: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Purgatory: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Paradise: A Retelling in Prose  

Dante’s Divine Comedy: A Retelling in Prose  

From the Iliad to the Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose of 
Quintus of Smyrna’s Posthomerica 

Homer’s Iliad: A Retelling in Prose  

Homer’s Odyssey: A Retelling in Prose  

Jason and the Argonauts: A Retelling in Prose of 
Apollonius of Rhodes’ Argonautica 

Virgil’s Aeneid: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 1: A 
Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s 2 Henry IV, aka Henry IV, Part 2: A 
Retelling in Prose  
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William Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra: A Retelling 
in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s As You Like It: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Comedy of Errors: A Retelling 
in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Hamlet: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Henry V: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Macbeth: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Measure for Measure: A Retelling 
in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merchant of Venice: A 
Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Merry Wives of Windsor: A 
Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s King Lear: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream: A 
Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Much Ado About Nothing: A 
Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Othello: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Pericles, Prince of Tyre: A Retelling 
in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet: A Retelling in 
Prose  



 205 

William Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew: A 
Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Tempest: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Titus Andronicus: A Retelling in 
Prose  

William Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night: A Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Two Gentlemen of Verona: A 
Retelling in Prose  

William Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale: A Retelling in 
Prose  

Children’s Biography 

Nadia Comaneci: Perfect Ten 

Personal Finance 

How to Manage Your Money: A Guide for the Non-Rich 

Anecdote Collections 

250 Anecdotes About Opera 

250 Anecdotes About Religion 

250 Anecdotes About Religion: Volume 2 

250 Music Anecdotes 

Be a Work of Art: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

The Coolest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in the Arts: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Coolest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 
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Create, Then Take a Break: 250 Anecdotes 

Don’t Fear the Reaper: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Art: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Books, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Comedy: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Dance: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 4: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 5: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Families, Volume 6: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Music, Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Neighborhoods: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Relationships: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Sports, Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 
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The Funniest People in Television and Radio: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Funniest People in Theater: 250 Anecdotes 

The Funniest People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes  

The Funniest People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes  

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 1: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Kindest People Who Do Good Deeds, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

Maximum Cool: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Movies: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History: 250 
Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, 
Volume 2: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Politics and History, 
Volume 3: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Religion: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People in Sports: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life: 250 Anecdotes 

The Most Interesting People Who Live Life, Volume 2: 250 
Anecdotes 

Reality is Fabulous: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 

Resist Psychic Death: 250 Anecdotes 

Seize the Day: 250 Anecdotes and Stories 



 208 

Note: Some Honey Badger anecdotes appear in the above 
books, but Honey may be using an alias or using her 
superpower of being able to exist in two centuries at the 
same time. 
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Appendix B: Fair Use 

§ 107. Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair use 

Release date: 2004-04-30 

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 106A, 
the fair use of a copyrighted work, including such use by 
reproduction in copies or phonorecords or by any other 
means specified by that section, for purposes such as 
criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching (including 
multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, 
is not an infringement of copyright. In determining whether 
the use made of a work in any particular case is a fair use 
the factors to be considered shall include —  

(1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether 
such use is of a commercial nature or is for nonprofit 
educational purposes;  

(2) the nature of the copyrighted work;  

(3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in 
relation to the copyrighted work as a whole; and  

(4) the effect of the use upon the potential market for or 
value of the copyrighted work.  

The fact that a work is unpublished shall not itself bar a 
finding of fair use if such finding is made upon 
consideration of all the above factors. 

Source of Fair Use information: 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/17/107 

This is a royalty-free book, and I will let anyone download 
it for free. 

I assume these things: 
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• Everyone wants Good Samaritans to get credit for their 
good deeds, and this book about Good Samaritans is a good 
way to do that. 

• People who post on Imgur and Reddit want to share their 
information with the world — provided proper credit is 
given to them. 

• Credit must be given where credit is due. I definitely try 
to do this. 

• Martina Donna Ramone and David Bruce must not make 
(much) money from this book.  

• Light editing is OK for Imgur and Reddit posts. We see 
nothing wrong with correcting an obvious misspelling. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


